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PREFACE. 



In stating that the following discourses 
were not written with a view to publication, 
I do so, not to propitiate the severity of 
criticism, but merely to avail myself of the 
opportunity of observing, that it is very 
probable I may, in these Sermons, have 
occasionally appropriated the sentiments of 
others without acknowledgment; I have 
not, however, done so designedly. The 
fact is, that wherever I have remembered 
any such debts, I have admitted them by a 
reference to the respective authors to whom 
they are due ; but, not having noted where 
I may have borrowed a sentiment or illus- 
tration when the Sermons were written, not 
thinking that they would ever meet the 
public eye, it is possible that I may have 
borrowed without recollecting it. I hope, 
therefore, that I shall be acquitted of wil- 
ful plagiarism, should the ideas of others 
be occasionally detected in this volume 
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unacknowledged, as I repeat, that I am 
not sensible of having borrowed without 
acknowledgment. 

I have published the following discourses 
at the urgent request of many of the most 
respectable among the Congregation with 
whom I have been now upwards of seven 
years spiritually connected, I have re- 
ceived the roost flattermg encouragement 
from the whole of them, with very few 
exceptions; and those few, no doubt, con- 
sider, and justly, that they may slake their 
spiritual thirst at deeper fountains and 
more refreshing streams. I therefore re- 
turn my thanks to the Congregation, col- 
lectively, for the encouragement which they 
have almost unanimously afforded to this 
volume; and I have the satisfaction of 
hoping that those who have withheld their 
patronage, will not, at least, deny me their 
good wishes. 



36, Somerset Street, 
May 31, 1832. 
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SERMON L 



THE MYSTERY OF THE TRINITY NO ARGUMENT 
AGAINST ITS CREDIBLUTY. 



ExoD. III. 14. 
"I am that I am." 



You will remember that these were the words 
which the Deity made use of in characterizing his 
own incomprehensible and incommunicable nature, 
when he revealed himself to Moses in Mount Ho- 
reb; appointing him leader of the Israelites, in 
order that he might rescue them from the bondage 
of Egypt, and restore to them the lost government 
of Israel. I propose to consider from them, first, 
the incomprehensibleness of the Divine Nature ; — 
secondly, that as under whatever mysteries it may 
be brought before us, it is uniformly incomprehen- 
sible, being, in every view of it whatever, equally 
beyond the readb of our reason — ^we can, therefore, 
have no rational grounds for disbelief. 

B 



2 ON THE TRINITY. 

St. Paul^ in Ms enumeration of the qualifications 
necessaiyifontfae diflO^rent orders of the priesthood^ 
requires ihat they should **hold fast the mystery 
of the faith; m a pure consciende^' ' cleavly did wing 
that thougU> the > Chrisliaii ' faith has its mysteries^ 
we ' iarb>' nevertheless^ *o^'^ihold it fast withdut 
waTieriWg"-^tl>9t is:> tOiheJieve it implicitly. A' pure 
apostle. fMth^ is not that which arises from an 
actual demdnstratioii'to the sensal of what wd are 
re^ukod to beliet^> ' but that which is realized 
wi^iik4iS9 simply upon *f the evid^ice of things not 
se^.** :'Wct are,,indeed>.i^ to believe i?tfhat 

we canndt undezstaild ; : for whilst religion has its 
myisteriesy until it shall please the Almighty to 
rem(we them, Ve must be content to belifeve what 
we J»Miot comprdbend ; since all mysteries; mu^t 
be udintelKgiHe t6:lh£ human understanding'^ £>r 
9jRi soon' as theyi are ' understood^ th^y cease iiionlofs 
myBteiies. ^ : That .belief is the only test 6£ a ^re 
£aith,.wfaidh takes evei^thdng for tmet^ ruppn the 
authontybf^God, that He has declared to niia^ with- 
out p:^esiittiiiig /to make onr insufficteat leasexa the 
touefastpoa^ by .which his truth i^ to be tried* i If m 
any one i^iKgle itistance our assenbis adcoiided/laa 
truth^whiebiwe canntot explain^ .thei^ qdnbeiilo 
reason Svhy: it shoidd not be in another/ ei^eeially 
when it ^ eomes : to rUs/ authaiticat^di iby - indjubitable 
authority ,;/ and .there are many itiysteries in natiure 
of which' we <lo m)tyforaimc»Itlent^lp]:letendyto^^l6s- 
tion the existenee> though we are altogether unable 
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to explain them. Now^ surely^ if this betke ease 
in the material world — a fact evident tcqpur daily 
experience-r-there can be nothing very extraordi^ 
nary that it should be so in the spritaaL: Indeed^ 
mystery, is essential to the Christian dii^ensatiom 
The manner in which it was consummated^ tra^ 
scended even the conceptions of angds. '^ Without 
controversy, great is the mystery of godliness J 
Grod was manifest in the flesh, justified in the 
spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the gentiles, 
believed on in the world, received up intoglouy/^ 
But to come more immediately to theflrst div^ 
sion of the subject. We shall p^rceive^ that in the 
words before us, tl^re is no definite, no tangyhk 
idea, if I may so say, suggested jof theinature of 
Deity, They convey, nevertheless, a Jveifed but 
stupendous notion of a something noita. be eat- 
pressed or defined, and buoy up the wind amid the 
very indistinctness of its conceptions to a sublime 
feeling of awe ; our veneration rising the higher iti 
proportion as we feel the object of mir thoughts :to 
be beyond their reach. The words were mysterious, 
not because the Almighty designed to perplex him 
whom he had chosen as the leader of his peoplte, 
but only because he could not communicate or 
represent himself to an ii^rior being. It is the 
absence of all positive knowledge of God, s&ve 
what we feel to be true of his infinity, that con- 
veys to us such awful, but, nevertheless> exalted, 
notions of those stupendous attributes insepara- 

b2 



4 ON THE TRINITY. 

ble from this unlimitedness of the Divine Nature. 
Our yei^ defectiyeaesa in knowledge forces the 
inquisitive and expansive mind into the boundless 
field of possibilities; where it busies itself ini adapt- 
ing ideas to the Deity^ which^ though they; dways 
end^ as they , ever r|»ittst.end> in insuffieienoy> still 
stimulate it t0 : adopt new^ and^ if possible, more 
comprdhensivomotions of I him, and to endeavour 
to measuife His; perfections who is. so far >. removed 
beyondi the ♦ piprqeptivfcl lactuitieB of man. We are 
forced^ howe¥aTV>tt>i:0mne pt length to the conclu- 
sion of %he (Psalmist t ^^ Such knowledge is too 
excellent for iiie,4 cajuiot attains unto it:. thither 
shall I.goi;from thy spirit>.0 God>or whither, ishall 
I go froitt iiky presence I iC I climb ^p into^ Heaven, 
thou .art ther)^ and if. I go down to Hell>.'tboii 
art there also." '. .' . .- >t. - 

The more we reflect upon the immensity ioS the 
Divine Nattireythe more sensible shall iwa^ feel that 
it could noti.be fully reviealed to us. Qodicould 
not eyideaae and^ conunuuicate himself to msm 
without first making man capable . of eonceiidng 
him. This would be at once to alte^tljiie spiritual 
economy of the mere human hemg . to sopnething 
superhuman^ which would: be: utterly inccHnrpatible 
with his present nature and coi^ditikHf^ uNay^in 
order to rendeor himself definitively intelligible to 
man^ God mustj^dvanloe hiw tpha l^^l <>vith;his 
own omniseien(^e> for nothingvshortrofiinfinite,<can 
comprehend infinite. He^ therefore^ exhibits him- 



^ 
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self in the tetms of our text^as an incomprehensible, 
iiides^^baible Beinj^y always existing^ aHrafp' acting ; 
kndtm»^oftljr to himself, because omnlsdent, infinite 
in I all' his attributes; ahd therefor© hot iohe fuUy 
a^iprefhended by aby being inferior iio hlmseif ; bo 
language* being equal to ' ifidpire «ny ^ lidequate 
coiiception of( hira f^^an ess^jnce tlwS liiost 'i^ubtle, 
refinett and intielligent, p^rvaditilg^ tdl> thinglS' and to 
which idl things are sTubject, stfflperfS^tiy' abstract 
and iiiiccessibte- '^ AMTH At I AM'^-^-^^ter the 
same, ^''With w^Kom^ ^no variablMess nor^ shadow 
of liin^ning," '' one God ^Orld withoiit erid.*^ Past 
and ftiture with Him coMtMiBy ^«it<werie;'but one 
i^verlastii^g present r fbr whertf • there • are^nb divi- 
dons of duration, there can be no pc^t M^fiitaire. 
Tbdse are only relative terms in time. Everything 
is etemaUy passing in the omniscient mind. It is 
effferilastingly present to it ' '* He is the ^ame yes- 
te^dyy to-day, and for ever.'* With Him the 
W yt^rtirdeiy " has not past; ^With Hito' the^'for 
W&t '^^is tiot oomei He pervades eternity, past as 
^ell ais i^elsent^ feture < ad well ^as 'past^^ space as 
^t^n ' ia^ ii^nSt^^dul-ation. He ^iiSi in fine, '' the 
AlttUghty, ^everlasting' Ood.** ' ' > j y' 
'>i'^Ohyist d^s of himself>^ before Abraham was, I 
tttn i^ Conveying *he idea of ^anever'^enduring pre- 
^^ui^-BH bi^Ybrying eidstence ^trliieh umnohange- 
^lil^i %tld^ Me^nalv ' How ^en shall merie mortals 
te56^k^ltoL<i6^*he'itiystery el'the Godhead-^that Al- 
mightinesii ^dwdiiAg'in die light which no man 
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can approach unto^ whom no man hath seen nor 
can see'^f^How shall the limited faculties of earth- 
born crejatures completely apprehend such an in- 
conceivable object as this ? I repeat, that nothing 
lfe9s than God can comprehend God. Even the 
Angels have only their degrees of knowledge of 
Him^ as is clear from the declaration of St. Peter, 
that the incarnation is a mystery into which 'Hhey 
desire to loot." If then there be anything mys- 
terious in thci Godhead to an order of creatures so 
supenor to us, shall we wonder that we cannot 
comprehend the nature of Deity ? Had the angels 
been fully acquainted with that God against whom 
they rebelled,— had He in his abstract nature been 
as familiar to them as they were to themselves be- 
fore they were '^cast down to Hell, and delivered 
into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judg- 
ment," they never would have provoked condemna- 
tion certain and foreknown. They could not have 
appreciated Him rightly, or they never would have 
lallen. It is certain then, that man cannot fully 
foiow God, because, he is still ^' lowei' than the 
Angels.** ' ^'No inan hath seen God alt feiiy tiihe." 
He has indeed revealed himkelf td iiiail, btit never 
ui the unimaginable plenitude of his g^iiry. ^^ This 
is too wonderful for us," and ihou^ Ih Heaven ^e 
are promised that *'we shall i^ee Him as Heiis,' We 
are not, however, to understand by thisi thit We 
shall there have the same knowledge of him as He 
has of himself. Tliis were at once to be e^al with 
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Him. Such knowledge necessarily supposes the 
possession of all the attributes of De}liy»j.„ But in 
He^yeiL though < yire shall at^in the transcendent 
^^titxx^ei ,pf '^^aintisi mei^e .perfect/' we ,shall not, 
howeye]^,;be ^^d^^i^ce^fto the inaccossiUe majesty 

blessed ^on qf spiritual Ufe^ we Jshallf there knaw 
liu^i fapai|iarly,as akind^lovipg, aadiuCT^ 
d^ghi%. in the happiness of ^ his ^atifi^k crea- 
tiirQS, and ke^pipg that hapj)ineps alive jby the rich 
CQjoeusdunicatiow of his everlastinfi^ love. Still his 
Qompl^tq and indivisible glorjr is iii^09ii^umcable. 
^ejCa^not maj^^ ^ pr^9.tuye equal to hims^f. The 
per^ctions of Deity cap only, belcMig to one. Om-* 
r^ipote^pe caimot be divided, for, if ,divided..it Diust 
nepe^g^rily cea^ {ip exist. The idea of twoj^omni- 
po^ji/: ibeii\gs is an absurdity, be^ausc^ omnipotence 
iipp|i.es^ .dominion over every other being. Such 

d«flm4R^:^^^'^> Pa««ot b, exercised by two : ijiere 
c^ jfch^i:^foj:e, be but one God* The^q is but One 
T^^^o J presides ,f'eter][ial in the heaven^/ whe^r^ 
a^^]ble4 ^[^yriadfi of rejoicing spirits eveidastingly 
a^Q^jp him in rtha^ sv|premacy of Ilis power, «Mid the 
ifl^^il^ n^iystiBry flf His b^^ • ,,.f >: 

;,jr^f we.isypjply t^ limited faculties of our nature 
tp ,f^.^^^m^ ^reh^iom of the 
41«9gl^jSr,Sovef ^ign qf the Universi^ fiow miserably 
dp ^WC^ find .themr fail us# Is there one idea 6f our 
jaii^ l^fi^vfe ifefJltQ. be worthy of Him? ^Cw we 
%^t,9Jl^e s^ing]e conqeptipn of Hin» which brings 
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Him before us in any positive shape of identity t 
Do we ever think of Him but our minds sink under 
the vastness of the ol)^ect ? AU we know and feel of 
Him is — ^and of this, indeed, we are deeply sensible, 
in spite of our infirm natare beii^ k^ciaut to 
apprehend him — ^that He is aBeing infinite andeter* 
nal, capable of all things, and by '^whosn all things 
consist;' but still we cannot know how he acts. 
His operations are all inscrutable to us, '' and his 
ways past our finding out." '^ He is wise in heart 
and mighty in strength ;" "with Him is terriUe 
majesty." . 

Now, from what has bee. said, ti.e fdlowing 
conclusion natundly arises, that if we cannof even 
comprehend God in the simple eawnce of his Di- 
vinity, and stiU believe th*t He i% :%w may, with 
like credibiKty, maintain his existence in the union 
of the blessed Trinity, because^ He is B^odly in- 
comprehensible in both. It is- no maw nqM^ant 
to our reaacm to belibve Failaet, Sfm^ and Hciy 
Ghost, to be three distinct persons^. aani y«t one 
God, than to believe in the existeom 'of a Being 
single and uneampounded> but of wUch we are 
not at all more capable of imagining .tihe nature. 
And this is the case Math Deity, liowever we con- 
sider it; wherever we aacribe to it those attributes 
which especially and alone bdong to God ; rwhere- 
ever we consider it as apower utterly independent, 
omnipotent, omnipresent, infinite, combining within 
itself aU pos^ble perfections; unoriginated, inca- 
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pable of dissolution^ the Cause of all things^ exc^ 
its own existence, which alone was without cause* 
And, indeed, it maybe h^e observed, by the way, 
that the very absence of a cause is as incongrtmu 
to reason as the greatest mystery wMch religion can 
offer to our belief. Yet, no one who acknowledges 
the existence of a God will deny that He derived 
his existence from no cause ; otherwise the oause 
whidht originated Him must have been greater than 
Himself, and God would thus have a superior. 
This view of the subject will come more fitly under 
the second division of our text, to which I xmw 
proceed— namely, that as under whatever mys- 
teries the Divine Nature may be brought before 
uB,.it is uniformly incomprehensible, being, in every 
mew of it whatever, equally beyond the reach of 
Qxa reason, we can, therefore, have no rational 
grounds for disbelief. 

" Touching the Almighty, we cannot find Him 
out." All that we know of Him, reaches not to the 
minutest fraction of His perfection, who ^^ hatli 
founded the earth upon the seas, and prepared it 
upon the floods." We, nevertheless, know that 
.'^ He is excellent in power and in judgment, and 
in plenty of justice : men do therefore fear Him." 
As then we can form no proportionate notion of 
Him, it is dear that we can have no reasonable 
ground for withholding our assent to any repre- 
sentation which his holy Scriptures may give of 
Him, because nothing^i however incomprehensible. 
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can be mcompatiUe with HU character. He is 
Jjiroitghout a mystery ; consequently^ everything 
^belonging to Him^ and all that He is qoncemed :in^ 
must naturally partake of mysteuy. . To disbelieve, 
tharefore^ anything eonoeraing Him, only because 
it is iuninteUigible, would be just as unreasonable 
ias ito ^believe : that' tb^ mtional man is composed 
«f (body sfcnd soul> merely because we cannot under- 
stand. iu^ this mysterious union is carried on. 
Do wp understand even that process of veg'etation, 
b^iwbkbvthe>^>d& rtowers into life and beauty from 
the fSUQi^Q and homely acorn? Are there not every- 
"wfaeire SBlj^teries in^ the animal and vegetable eco- 
^onjiy^iwhicb^the most subtle skill of human wisdom 
has nevislr Iheen aUe to unravel ? We talk of the 
mystei^y of* tfce Trinity, butvjs it really more a 
mystery 'ihan^ Deity «ver is, however we con- 
sider; it? i I ask again, how can we imagine any 
beiitg.neyer to have had a beginning ? We do 
noty indeed; question the fact> still it transcends 
QHfileonceptions.^ Let us go back how we wiJl, 
tkB UHud: unavoidably pauses at some imagined 
beginning; let us go forward as we may, it ^lil^^ 
teste at some imagined end. When we think of 
the Almighty, we are lost in the immensity of the 
^ject. '^-The thunder of his poiR^er, who can 
undeifstandr Eternity we can have no conception 
of ^ i^quity we cannot the better conceive;' infi- 
nity i^ jan idea which all the ^faculties, of the mind 
aire empt^y^ in vain to grasp. > And. why is this ? 
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Because we derire all out ideas from experience^ 
either direct or analogous^ and experience cannot 
approach the skies^ because they are beyond the 
limits of its operation. 

By analogous experience, I mean what we ob- 
tain by similarity of knowledge. That I may be 
the better understood, I will illustrate my meaning 
by a familiar example. For instance ; though I 
never had an arm cut oflP, I have some knowledge 
of the pain which such an operation must induce, 
from experience of the pain I suffered when that 
arm sustained some trifling injury. This may 
suffice as an example of what I desire to be under- 
stood by analogous experience. And thus it is 
that we have, if not a proximate and direct, at 
least an indirect and remote experience of every 
thing in nature. Of the Deity, in his essence and 
perfections, we can have no experience, either 
positive or analogous, and consequently can form 
no adequate concq>tions of Himv The mystery 
and incomprehensibleness of the Trinity, are, there- 
foi^' no argum^it against its credibility. To 
ditMibt^ it& ixn^, OTily because we cannot under- 
staiid' k, is just^ sis unreasonable as to question the 
J^sen^fe cf a-shadowv ilierely because we cannot 
grasp' -it. Its being contrary to reason, can be 
nothing i^ainst' it, betouse with it reason can have 
nothing t;o do, further thun as it is the medium 
through which bur nrnids are elevated to the con- 
temjdai&bn of divine tilings; It transcends reason; 
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it eannot be i estianoijatod by reason ;> it ki a flubject 
mth ivhWhreai^on cannot grapple, because reason 
CHW only!<^fine jiustl^r orpi^bably upon the prej^ 
stimption& of e^erieiice; and with respect tp the 
oharaetes x>f tha^ Deityi^sped^ioe ■. must be* alto- 
gether out >of (the <qu/e8tipn»;>. • -:. 

:We see, thenar that wbetjier we. regard Him 
simpljf rin* his abstr^ unity^or as combining three 
persons In the one (prodhead, he is alike inaccessible 
to ' m^. undei^stai^jdiags. . There is^ ther^r^ no 
m^e 4i$cul^>r nor motiei incongruity, in '' putting 
our wbol^'ti^usrtaiid confidence in Him," as Father, 
l$ok2w^licblic^r^^t,» oBie (rod, than in belie^^g 
I]Qmf(o>#^^<uKiidei; any otha: charactear of Divinity, 
WlO^iian I/Ji^^e Already i shown, under :vthatever 
c}ldl1d^rji id whatever, position we contemj^ysito 
IJJQi^hml^Qweyer .constituted, however acting-r^He 
i^jf^u^ljf mystetriousy equally beyond the reach, i of 
our.>unde![sta|[icUQgSr We can have no e^c;^^ 
wlierie wehave T\Qreason for denying ; and if reas<m 
01% as, 'to decide for us, we have jtist as ! strong 
gltounds for disbelieving , the e^tenQe ;Of ia^ Being 
infipite. andi etei^naJ^ as ibr . di^edJ^ii^ that hypor 
st«eiei»l ipaon of three in one, theJ^tdid^onMupon 
whiieh the :gi?and edifice of the Christian ildi^ic^ 
has been reared*- fefcev^ything thattr^ardl 0«r 
fbith, w<e mu^t be giuded,:not by the demurs, o^an 
ov^tweening and captious rea0(Hi)».but soliejlijt f aisid 
unreixiijl^ngly by (Jie word lof . God. : That y^iCjican 
have no rational grounds ion disbeli^, will be evi- 
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dent ; because, if we can concerre the nature of the 
Divinity ii no way wlmtever, whil* grottrid ttatA 
reason can we have for rejecting the belief of Him, 
under any form of revelation • which Hey lA < His 
ineffable wisdom, may think fit to d^v^r to ' nxh^ 
merely because we cannot^ by any' ^rocess^ i^f<^tt 
metital faculties, unriarel the myrt^rf ?' Wbat 
really is there, I vdll a^tdn ask^^niorereipugnatit 
to the understanding in^ a IVinity (fi p^dmsi unit^ 
ing in and constituting the siligld' 4]^i^^btj^6^i^ 
Godhead, «han in an infini(^^iiMuK^|^>(ilil[^^^'ftffy 
view wiiatever of its imiriehsit^1'> Ate6kJt^lif^ ntt^ 
tUfig'it Is it D^on^ di^tdft'to^it^cbit^^lifi^nf'lri^]^ 
thtoth'e 3od 6f the D^istflG<wh^ii$i^t!^M>tLti[il^ 
proadiable by their unde)^tdsidii%Si(^ a^Hriune 
OoAmhy ours? What dan>theFe be iAi^t^hil^ 
thWt a GoJd, of whOBtt we can form ho ptojior^-i 
able, no distinct conc^iotiy shdtdd be iUcH ^ ^c^y 
nifik^>Him what He^ mxiit be^h&w^er^w^McdH^ 
temp^tb his smii^ihii and p^&ethm^tiam^Vfi 
unint^gible?- And, 1^erefolhe> wl^er 4s tho!^ 
perisdAs^in one God, or as one God sd]]^ii^li^ ^witii^ 
out! each ah .tiiikm. He k still unifopinly MEttid^^t^jr 
incdmprdhehi^te. ^' As the He&'^eni' at^ l%her 
tiund^'^^ i^ailti, W are His^arfs thanrioui^' t^dyis, 
and Hie^ftoi^ts than our thoiights*'^^' ^' ''^^-« ^' 

< Now> adthbugb we 6an ceimfps^i^iid^Sd MttW^of 
tliei DiVihe Naf!u^« h&fit, it is' tsadily »uppds«ibtel3M 
we mcrjr lorive at a niiichmore enlatgedrkli^Wledge 
of Hink h^ealter: If wie would oilly ' tak^ time 'to 
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reflect^ we might easily imagine that what appears 
to' us above the investigation of human intellect^in 
the < present confined state of our mental percep- 
tiolis> inay be clearly understood^ when their powers 
shall be enlarged in a future condition of thingsi 
If we were oidy to fancy that, in the resurrection, 
the soul were to have an additional sense of per- 
ception* bestowed upon it, only equal, for instance, 
to the sense of sights what a prodigious capacity 
wbiild be thus given to it, of receiving an accession 
ofidivine light>!o£ which we can neither now ima- 



i\<y i' > j !••::. 



* ;7^hi&li8 ofiered.iKn^reJy as an mustration^ BOt as assuming a 
&ct. Qn the contrary, I do not conceive it at all necessary, that 
any additional faculty should be imparted to us in the world 
of spirif ^,' whfere the jperceptions will be so infinitely enlarged 
ab tO' supersede such a necessity. ^* We now see through a 
gjlass 4A];kly;" we shall then look through no opposing me-> 
dium. The Scripture expressly refers to our being clothed 
upon, that is, to an improvement of our present' faculties to an 
extent as Unlimited as our souls shall be capable of, in a state 
pf /^qualified fruition. The difference in the powers of 
human perceptioui are sufficiently great to afford us some 
notion of what that perception may be, when the spirit is re- 
l^asi^A from thie shackles of the flesh, and enrolled among 
the glorious company of Heaven. Take a rude untutored 
eQimt^jymaii and compare him with Sir Isaac Newton ; we 
shall then see what exists even in this life. The condition of 
tlie human soul is at all times an awful subject of contem- 
plation. Gambold has a fine thought, which may be applied 
here, *^ A tame and feeble bird, which has accidentally hatched 
an eagle's egg* and is afterwards affrighted at the strength 
and impetuosity of what has been fostered under its own 
wings, cannot find itself in a more critical case, than a man, 
frhcn holding dialogue, like Adrian, with his own soul." 
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gine the extent tor fulness 1 What amajzdfigi capa- 
bilities ; would be > thus imparted* . to> ( rtdie / inhimortal 
souly.otf conteinplating> that Diviiiity^ iti 'whinin all 
its happiness? v^ill be centered t « : ; JPov^ m th& i life 
futurei tibough. we cannot Jknoi^) God ixi all .thdliui'^ 
measurable amplitude of His glory,.'we'shallyneveli 
tfaeless^ have otir knowledge of Him)as a ISayioilT 
and a God of mercy, heightened in ra.very )tmtt- 
scendant degree ; so th^t what af^peaited tbr us 
here mysterious, will there be perfectly Intelligible^ 
amd we shall know enough to. itoake us/^^flastiiigly 
happy. God will be in all our thoughts, and though 
there shall not be in Heaven a fiihieife' tJf^l:how- 
ledge, there will at all events b6 a '^fiilness oJT^joy.^ 
, As you will perceive, my main designi ,h^s. J^eK: 
to show you> that however high above their eaxdi 
of' o«r understandings, the mysteries d( rdigioh 
may be, they are nevertheless by no means infcpn- 
sist^nt with a rational belief* I shall . iiow . con*^ 
dude the subject with a few brief reflections,: upon 
thfe peculiar blessings which the Deity, in his iSeveral 
characters of Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, 
conveys to us. / ? 

A» our Creator then. He has brought trsiti^o thte 
wbrld, with the design that we should be glorified 
in another, after we have, through His blessed assist- 
anee,. rendered ourselves fit, in this, to be so glori- 
fied. He has prepared a habitation for us, exactly 
adapted to our condition, and furnishes to all man- 
kind . the liberal supplies of his bounty. ^^He 
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giveth rain from Heaven and fruitful seasons^ fifling 
our hearts with food and gladneBS.** He has en- 
dued us with capabilitiee for enjoyment^ which He 
will not disappoint^ provided we only so act as not 
to'place ourselves beyond the influence of his mercy. 
He will infalUbly exalt us to happiness^ if we do 
not thrust ourselves into remediless misery. He 
has framed us for immortality^ although upon our- 
selves must depend whether we attain to that state 
herdaftwy&r which he designed.us when he brought 
xa into existence here. He is a kind an&iiieneficent 
Master, tender towards our in&nrmties^ ^^gl^ACious 
afid mercifiil, slow to anger/and of great kmd- 
ness,'* who '^ willeth not the death of 'a>siim^> but 
Mther that he should turn from his wickedness 
and Uve.** He condescended^ at the creation of 
nian> to aiter into covenant with him ; that cove^ 
nant was broken ; He again entered into covenant 
^with the transgressors ;'' that covenant is again 
perpetually broken^ and as often renewed up<m 
t^ir contrition. We are every day rebelling 
against Him in thought^ wotd, or d^d; luid yet 
ius anger slumbereth when We earnestly i^epant. 
The greatest offcoider obtamd His pardon^ where 
ha sinoerely and reverently seeks it. Oh! the 
mercy of Godt who can estimate it? ^' The meh^ 
sure diereof is longer tium tl^ eartib and broader 
dian the sea." ^^Thou, Lord^ art ready to forgive^ 
and plenteous m mercy to all them that call upcm 
thee.** 
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As our Redeemer too, what has not the Almighty 
done for us! His favours are ''more in number 
than we are able to express.** He first called man 
from non-existence into a life of happiness, and 
when his creature had frustrated that blessed boon 
by transgression. He rescued him from the ever- 
lasting bondage of sin, and death, and hell. He 
descended from the throne of his glory, suffered 
upon the cross &r us miserable sinners, who were 
already ''in the valley of the shadow of death," 
and verging towards "everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his. power.** We were under the sentence of eter- 
nal excision, until the Saviour of the world removed 
it, by expiating the sin on account of which it was 
denounced, and thus making us co-heirs with him«> 
self in the fruition of eternity. We are, therefore, 
particularly, " His people and the sheep of His 
pasture,** "by whom we are now sanctified through 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ, once for 
all.** We, who but for Him should have been the 
slaves of Satan, are now advanced by Him to the 
glorious liberty of the children of God, and, " if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Christ.** How delightfril are the consolations 
which are afforded to us, in contemplating the 
Everlasting God in the character of our Redeemer! 
What must be the immensity of His love for the 
feeble objects of his creation, when He could do so 
much for their delivery from the deadly penalties 
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of sin! What must be the character of His mercy, 
when He could not oidy forgive the erring descen- 
dants of an erring forefather, 4>ut quit the habita-* 
tion of his omnipotence, relinquish for awhile the 
dignity of the Divine Nature, to dwell among those 
whd had provoked the penalty of everlasting ex- 
clusion* from his kingdom in Heaven ! How can 
we withhold our love from Him, who has so loved 
us as to die for us the most painful death that the 
ingenuity of malice ever devised> and only that we 
might not have our porf^n in a world eternal^ 
where there v^riU be nothing heard but the waitings 
of the tormented^— where tiiere will be nothing 
seen but '' the blackness of darkness for ever.'' 

In the character of our Sanctifier, He is equally 
entitled to our adoration, our honour, and worship. 
In this particular capacity of the Godhead, Hfe 
qualifies us for that Uessed estate for which He 
creiEit^d us, and to which, after we had lost it by 
transgression. He voluntarily laid down his life to 
restore us. It is in this character t^at He ^^ feeds 
us with the breath of life," '' pours the oil and 
ynne" of a healing piety into our souls, places us 
'^ beside the waters of comfort," ''under the shadow 
of a great rock" — ^the rock of our Salvation — '' in 
a weary land," and directs us through the '' strait 
gate" into " that narrow way," which leads to ever- 
lasting life. By His Holy Spirit he becomes at 
once *' a lantern unto our feet, and a light unto 
our paths," ''a reftige from the storm, a shadow 
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from the heat,*^ our Comforter, Ruler, and Guide. 
It is through the Holy Spirit only, that we have 
access to the Father, that we are '' strengthened 
with might in the inner man," that we become 
" holy and acceptable unto the Lord." What were 
our knowledge, but for this diyine instructor? 
What were our piety, but for the. suggestions of 
this blessed director ? What were our distresses, 
our errors, but for this unfailing resource against 
the sorrows of the world and the temptations of 
the flesh ? Without Him, we should be '' as sheep 
going astray," but, when we obey his voice, He 
restores us ^' to the Shepherd and Bishop of our 
souls." 

Thus it is, in the three characters^ under which 
the Divinity appears in the blessed Trinity, that 
He presents Himself to us with the most ei>-. 
dearing claim upon our obedience, our gratitud<e, 
and our love. Let us remember, that we withhold 
them at our peril. Let us, therefore, never ceas<^ 
to bestow them " while we have any being." 
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SERMON II. 



DEATH THE WAGES OF SIN. 



(( 



Romans, vi. 29. 
The wages of Sin is Death." 



In the latter part of the chapter of St. Paul's 
epistle^ in which these words occur^ we find sin 
represented by hun, under the most appropriate 
figure of a master exercismg authority over his 
slaves. Its absolute dominion over man^ is beau- 
tifully set forth under this very picturesque and 
impressive image. Sin is everywhere a master 
and a tyrant. It repays our services with stripes 
and miseries. It allures us into its vassalage by 
false representations and splendid promises, but in 
the end requites us with all the curses of the most 
absolute slavery. It surrounds us with tempta- 
tions, which bloom before us, in the prospect of life, 
like so many forbidden fruits, luring the eye and 
inviting the touch; offering, indeed, honey to the 
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tongue, but wormwood to thfe soul, while there is 
a devil lurking near every one of them, to offer it 
to our taste — to bid us eat and die. It goads us 
on to do its pleasure, arid " mocks when our fear 
Cometh." Ohcie under its rule, there is only one 
mode of ransom, and though this has been paid, 
sin too offeh retains its ascendency, and renders 
unavailing even the mighty price of the Redeemer's 
blood. Under this desperate tyranny, we believe 
ourselves to be free, whilst we are in reality the 
worst of slaves. Such is f!he power of that influ- 
ence, which our tyrant exercises, that the very 
freedom of our wills is often marred and perverted, 
for ^' the good that we would, we do not, but the 
evil which we would not, that we do." We have 
rib power, independent and self-actuating, to enlan- 
cipate ourselves : it is derived to us from God. 
His grace is our only deliverer. This ameliorates 
our bondage, leads tis to that cross upon which 
tfee price of our redeniption was paid, frees us from 
the odiou? subjection to sin, and makes us the ser- 
'vants of righteousness through Jesus Christ. He 
is our rsoisom — ^'^ We have not salvation itt any 
other." He has burst the bonds of our iniquity, 
arid '^ cast away its c6rds from us," for ^ we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness bf 
sins according to the riches of his grace, whertein 
he hath abounded towards us all." Ih the iitiidit 
then of our most odious vassalage to siil, we nmy 
still look up to the Lord of Life for delivi^rtoce. 



TH£ WAGES OF SIN. 23 

and " He will come with a vengeance, even God, 
with a recompense. He will come and save us.** 
While, therefore,; the means of fre^om are open 
to us, we have only ourselves to blame if we con- 
tiijiue slaves of sin, and let us remember that *y to 
whom we jjdeld ourselves servants to obey, his ser- 
vants we are to whom we obey, whether of sin 
unto death, or of pbedience unto righteousness." 

In this chapter, the Apostle mentions those tp 
whom he writes as having been the servants of sin, 
and concludes by telling them, that ''the wagejs 
of sin is death.** The propriety of the image will 
forcibly strike us, if we only reflect a moment, how 
completely under the controul of siu they are who 
inin4 the things of the flesh," aud utterly neglect 
;'lthe. things of the spirit;" how unifprmly th^y 
obey the dictates of their despotic lord^ a^d by 
cqpi^^quence^ receive his wages* — ^namely, ^e^\hhx 

Now, there are three descriptions of death^ to 
which the Scriptures refer, and these are, severally, 
^be :w»ges of sin : — ^they are, temporal, spiritual, 
mid eternal death. We shall consider how each 
o£. these is the wages of sin; and first, temporal 

, This is inseparable from our probationary state. 

t l[t is the inevitable penalty of transgression. '' Death 

^ and bloodshed, strife and sword, calamities, famine, 

trihttUtionii and the scourge ; these things are 

•cremated fpr the wiqked." Now, the end of these is 

d^ructipq, . and . they are all the wages of* sin. 
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Tbdd irorld> indeed'/pF^sents to Hi; one rtust theatre^ 
whcve ^a^YSLfk^m^t Aea^ are displayed in all 
thlbif BljpfpBS&ng viUi^ties. We tb^re behold; how 
am pet^^MtfaHy ^^mvates ^e fallen ctoditio^of 
IA9ft^/^^im 4b«mdl^^ soiEntters around us the 
sl$itd^'of l^rhow^^qMb it supplies the grtve 
wttl^ %!H^^' Tic^ms; and adds to the changes 
and^aiie^i to the^lMsitudes aiid mkeries^ otthk 
varild^ life; The destraietion or misay of smners^ 
is ttibe^acintly presented 16 our view. ^^Thm ima^ 
g^tidij bf ^i^^g^' t6 eo!»B> and th0^day of dMOi; 
t^M^ th^ themghti eHoAtsme them fear of he^ 
froAi hi»i^ ^t ^eeke^ &ie purple and a er6wn> tc^ 
lAn^^ttrtris deflied in 4 Mwn frock/ > • 

yWat W^e'mm ct" awry epl hf wlMh tli^ 
hlHten'StMi % besiA. 7i» its domiiieeruig typsamf^ 
Oi^^M^to asiirlbe th« bitterness of aU ^ ^^lat iw^^ 
sUff^^as "wcffl iiir^the f^^^enesi^ of 'fiffl that^ >^^ 
^o^i^ The>pttttic9iS are sd tmoiy aj^ts^ in iii 
hift^sy to w^rk^^w diQstrcictioiiM '^^^'Thm eoft » 
bitlitf^iis:wdmiiK;wd''--^:tli^^ ha^dist dowil iMby 
iM»n»^^ -yeai ^ many «t?^)g men^ 'kav«>te^ iliin 
bff 'tti^.'* 3r7hey figtit agakst us «id^: 4he I^mn 
Bet^'of siti/and i;riuniph orer lis at^^ evidry < tilfiil 
Vlierei k^not a^ piM)sioii> to whieh iW • humataf heart? 
i^^Mbjeet; that ihas not a tendicney^ eiihei^Jdirwtlf 
of i^^onsequentid^y^ to lead us^ to the chamber^n 4)11 
deHthi' Et^iy piiisskln> %hidi is afiowed to^opeyM^ 
ib^r^flraiiied/mtist prec^ate pel>IL^ I i^vffl-notgv 
w^4tdm to^ s^/'tkat dU our paitoions absoldtely 
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tend to sdmdge the^ term of animal' life, though 
iaiHreetly they do - moet frequeaitly» and most 
ponierlidly,.. ccmtribut^ to . inflict - thid ineidtaUe 
puniuihioeni of a brokcaot kw^ I imy, xieveithek^ 
tiJ^ly affirm^ that whm they are allowod to effi^rvesce 
mihmt m^aaim or restraint, they wiU in&llibly 
leadtodeoA, under <me€ir other of the.oh»racterfii^ 
in whkk weare about to consider it. r They thrust 
us p^rpetoaUy Jogito new hazards. They plunge us 
headlong into . .guilt. . They hurry us; forward, 
iTfithout alloiiiii^: u$ to look to the>. right or to th^ 
left» and often hurLus over the preeipice, befinre 
we are eon^cious of knit apprMch. Their tendency 
is everywhere to . procure for us, ^ the wages, of 
sauAT rLodk at anger; look at reyenge, hjate, eni^y, 
malieel < JIow do these operate? What do they 
firequestiy^oducel Look ai^ound the world and 
aay:-ffrdesrth! <Thb result is peipetua% before iul 
Tbe]i?da..ilo4^ it is true, always ^diiUt issues^ so^ 
&t£i^t^iiyy> perhaps znwt generally the^dopiiat;^ 
Wkad thm'? How frequently da th^y ! Scaicdty 
a^diypwieji without an instance. Besidesi tho^li 
th^ ^txuld ikoit kill the body, how often do ih€^ 
destiaoy the soulJ . How oft^i «re thi^ the fiai^es^ 
if iMl of'tempoYal,. at lea^ of sp^tudi^ wA, eon- 
aiei^iieiitijwilf :oternal d^ath! But I mdntiuii, that 
Ibi^itffrtaii much the cau^e of the fprmer as of the 
hrtteit^wo^^ To ^hat are we to attribute all ti^ 
hi!r9CHns!<£ Mount /fDalvary, when the Soei^^ God 
was'inocked, reviled, and crucified;? To the passiong 
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of men ! To what are we to ascribe the deaths of 
''the noUe army-of martyrs" ? To the passions of 
men ! To what are we to impute public massacre 
and private murder ? To the passions of men ! 
Whence are derived wars, with-aU their frightful ac- 
companknents oi bloodshed, desolation, and death ? 
From the '^ unruly wills and; affections of men." 

Again — How frequently do the sensual passions 
especially acquire for us '' the wages of sin" ! We 
may everywhere perceive hoW uniformly they do 
tjie work .of death. They are smiUng but fatal 
deceii!er&; the. insidious harbingers of misery and 
ruin, : They sap the constitution, enervate the 
ixund, frequently overthrow the reason, and finally 
etad in destruction. To what are half tlie deaths 
among mankind in their adult years to be ascribed ? 
To the sensual passiodos! To what are we to 
impute those moral disorders, which so con* 
stantly convulse society, destroy the harmony of 
domestic life, and diffuse around its circle the 
withermg Wight of infamy? To the sensual pas* 
sions!'-rI pass by the most obvious. Look only at 
drunkenness. How many millions have been swept 
p}om the face of nature by this one vice alone, and 
hqw many are hourly becoming its victims; Look 
at the diseases which it engenders, the infirmities 
whidb it induces, the wretchedness which it pro- 
vokes! AH the sensual passions operate alike; 
horn this one, therefore, we may take the character 
and .tendency of all. 
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Lobk also at gambling. I call this a sensual 
passion ; in the highest degree sensual^ as a majo- 
rity of the senses are pressed into the enjoyment 
of it.' It produces too, even higher excitements 
thfan the grossest sensuality. It is resorted to, 
nioreoveri in order to procure the means of sensual 
gratification in a wider measure. It is, therefor^, 
every way ** earthly, sensual, devilish." Consider 
itil efibcts. What are its most fatal issues? Death! 
The miseries in which it almost invariably ter- 
minates, are continually before us. The daily re- 
cords of passing events but too awfully confirm to 
our experience, how frequently their '*end is de- 
struction** who repair to the gaming table to stake 
their all, upon the desperate chance of a favourable 
turn of fortune! What is the end of a failure ? 
Remorse-*— that gangrene of the soul, which so often 
<;orrodes the heart until the deadly wages of sin 
are finally paid. 

') Further — What deplorable results are to be 
traced to a neglect of religion! All the worst 
evils of life: misery in all its varieties; death in 
a' thousand shap^; In proportion as we place 
buvselves beyond the influence of its* consolations, 
^eweak^i our hopes; and> once bankrupt in hope, 
there cian remain nothing but *^ a fearfiil looking 
ferof judgmenf* — ^a torturing despair, wfaidi but 
.too soften urges those who are goaded by it un- 
cidkd into the presence of an offended God, with 
iEdl their imperfections on their heads, unatoned 
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i&t' Md mrfeipteftted (£ • Aitidiig ^hm shaft i?e 
fittd^ifhie d^Unk^dythe s^taSfialist, tile* ^antbler, tite 
pfidagiSLy'iWiehel'; the trsfitor^,- iJte iiiUrtttttef,'*tiie 
1^16ti^^Hd the' pursuits of ^U the^'ttre de§trtibti6ii 
--i^wli^e'shAll'^e'find iffiese, but dmoiig tM'heg^ 
KKifets '<;()£' lr%k)iir Irt'tain vrill they be sdti^ht 
fi!^\mo% ^&ddb who lo^6 the Ldrd th^ God, and 
s«fek^*d db ifisf'wffl. Ttt nt^lect rdigion, is €6^ 
lliM -d&^^'tlM htatiiiei: of Testraint ^Yddh atsM 
WivMn^^fkif'i^viMfmd ^;to lea^'the nittuM 
cmt^r^W^ heart to '^increase and mtdtiply* 
4iiB1^(fciMt^tle'th^'iiiJrt){td8 of tetn{>tation--iti i(hbtt:^ 
t&%dt)i'<tb'^tbat-l8' lilccll7 to tenmnate in mii 
d^HtbpWI&;h is"ti(yt aii ^xtinctioti of being, btitaii' 
e^H§K^ ^ncoiltedetttsness in tmiiilaginable'tbiis^ry^ 
thW^libdt itiftnitabte duratidh. ' ' '"•'•^ 

'"ilo^ thattjri aaA ! are cut <xff m the rtfldst*^ 
their neglect ! " They are destroyed from'tntti^- 
iiig'i^'ievfeMhg : they pdridh for evei' t»rith6ut4{ny 
tUgakXtogf'To heglebt religion, is to bperi ik^Vaj* 
aWifti ft^'^fid'opemtaori of thfe paJ5siohs;'attd%htei'6' 
tlteSe^'ar(^Ahdw6d so unEiriited to inftiteiiitje^, thdjr 
nftfe*- fitafiKy hnirty us into t*fe Ver^'jkwS^of pfeirffr 
Tb'^nil^iitft'r^Kgibn, IS tb give' fbH Ifttiiftidfe tb itf 
th*'1M4st';^dperi!d<ies of bur degraded riaftiuite;'!^' 
r^gibn' Siflferi^ = the bnly certain check to' th^ih,'^y 
tfe'lidjiCS'Hrhidh'it- encourajg-es to' obedience, aiid 
the'-^ehrbr^ ;\«*ich it threatens' to rebelKon t' indV 
TiWferfe btar |irop6nsiW6s arfe diloMrbd to bftel^ktb 
TiVithout cbntro) or liiititatioti,'the saine testdt 
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spiwrn. tie wM we 3hal]l rjeap, , t)bj?n iWhirJ.^*^^ 

hjTH tWth pf these, Yw4^ wiU,,ift4e^»I.H<9W« 
9?; ,Je«B, (?onfe?ped byr erarything; 9rq^ mfx'iilf^^^ 
WMdf»f destruction iftupqn the.,bc«>]^ p^ WtVR^ 
4# tfc^ sp^idents of Ufci. f pli^gs^»€, .pfflti}^ w^fi, fi^ 
%ij^»i<'M»Hde, BRurdiQr, di?ei|se,iifld»^nVy/(#' 
k^!i^Jg^m?e pf tlangs.forbid4§p^dJsgwf,,^«R^ 
K¥f^e?»ce,,d^lwnour ifroifto4eMHqv^jriijmvi??ty 
%«» jPX^ayaganpei^ d^1i«|ti9P |&:9pi||idli^fi,,?p9r 

t^rlj^ffs^, ,^h^ CD?wequw<?^ ,.ff^,f'W» ^mmt^*, 
either du-ectly or ^directly, t|ie,Mi;«rH; 9f..^fe?iWfH 
1J9%^jr4 SJ^Uy^Jrewlize the,truth,<)f oi^,.,^3i,1^at 

viWfii^^J^^'^^^ hpw it i« the cwsft- Alsp.of 
sj|||:jt}i4y,^9athv, And, fcr this, we thare, Ripply J^ 
Wl^^J^Hffd^WJ^iA qhsetvehow it opaija^ pjkpft 

s^ft.^.'^'^ # ^'t'^-'' ' rNot. qidyjdpe?, i^ nt^ 
^5j%f\^i)j(idj(,jts WJtim, but; ^efJpMn9]oti4,^9}4: 
#®rMS^^ tf3H»,,^Jp?iMv6 , suhjpQt ,flf i^s ,3t3^,^fliniy|^ 

W,9fiRW^"oI^ in^»eftW.W oomp^^tiy^y^ttift 
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Every sin that a man doeth/' says the ApQ6tle> 
is without the body ;" that is^ it affects someUung 
more essential than the body, namely, the soul; 
and many sins affect this only. It is here, indeed, 
that the influence of sin is so infinitely to be 
dreaded. It is here that it operates the most 
fearfully. It is here that its most destructive ra* 
vages are to be traced — that its wages are the most 
&tally earned. " Ho:rrible is the end of the un-^ 
righteous generation." How much better then is 
it ;to suffer affliction with the people of God, than 
to enjoy " the pleasures of sin for ^ season f for 
*' what is a man profited, if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul f Only observe how 
sin produces neglect towards God, and injustice 
towaa*ds man : how quickly it transforms beauty: 
into deformity, converts innocence into guilt, truth 
into a lie : how it betrays its victims into dangers, 
which ultimately excite in them the most appalling 
apprehensions ;-T-^' over them is spread a. heavy 
night, an image of that darkness which shall after, 
wards receive them; but yet they ate unto them-^ 
selves more grievous tha^n that darkness." Such 
are ^' filled with no joy and peace in believing ; their 
way is as darkness ; they know not at what they 
stumble." They have received '' the wages of sin,** 
namely, spiritual death. 

Again — We not only see how the mind is weaned 
by sin from the contemplation of religion, but also 
how it: is associated with everything that is calcu^ 
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lated to drag the imperishable soul down to the 
habitation of ''the worm that dieth not.*" It 
seduced us into disbelief^ itito doubts into uncer- 
tainty; and^ it is by means of the gloom in which 
these jarring conflicts of the mind involve us, that 
the revolting deformities of sin lie so securely 
hidden from our view. These, the light of truth 
only can bring in all their native hideousness before 
us. That tyrant, whose wages are so punctually 
paid to the ungodly, encourages us to be sceptical, 
where conviction had almost set sc^ticism at de- 
fiance ; and once to doubt is, in, fact, to rejects 
To question the truths of religion, is virtually to 
deny, them altogether; and it is universally the* 
province of sin to triumph in the ruin of its slavjea^v 
Profesision will not stamp validity upon.our fsdth; 
If waprofess, but disbelieve, we are spirtually dead, 
and ** the truth is not in us.'V Thus ''they that sin 
are 'enemies to their ^wn life,-' " In their piinish^^ 
m^t there will be no remedy, for the plant; of 
wickedness hath taken root in them. ' ^ ^ 

Further- — How does sin stifle the conscience, 
our Yery best *' ruler and guide," because it is the 
medium through which the Holy Spirit vouchsafes 
t^'ils its most sanctifying visitations! How does 
it «xdite the evil principle within us in every shape 
and under every allurement! How does it shut 
out all spiritual communion with the Redeemer of 
our sodis and bodies> by whose merciful benedic-r 
tions ;alone we can become heirs of eternal life and 
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itteRtonaif tinfe Mn gdoia vi-Hewenli^it «dtitnun^ 

and, whH^^nite itOMiiiitff amrants, ptevcDMis tbi'firom 
faMciauiB^i^^faBdreii o£ graoe;^ Hoir dow tt'sCifle 
OIM "i^ritf ei^ dtxafk our holy aipirationi, kiu}^iHrd>r 
imt^^'tiMpar' fifcili fgoiigtup: as a iBemorial bdibi# 
Q&AHinlUttr' ^li^b^ ii turn onr dmnksgivings iiti» 
i41».tdteiulai6Qii^ our iififerings inlo ^rain ^c^ika^ 
tbte/4itu!sup^pUcatkxB8 m fermaltties; (n»:^ 

pnlteai mimya,mtBe:4^mxuAm of theiipa? xnAi4> 
out any responsive utterance from the heart J fbtm 
(ftie9/it'dtli£^fhQl|y tfcoii^ wttiiin 

vk kt j b irt^ foatigate MM tor enconr^te the kurtk^ 
Qf*£tfle4Hiii»^hofr incite ui to questuin IdiQ trMhi 
o^piOTelttiUB^ and frequ^itly tb deny the Apoitk^iJ^' 
tiytiifiiinyyjfHhat all Scoripture is^giveii hy iakpis^ 
t«tetfo|i£M|i bbA k profitaUe^fsr instrnoliM M' 
rightepiMnew^^ Hovrdoes it addict ns to eavS-^^biiA* 
a^^bjMlte^ to.tHDCOHi^^ to ou? puitfeii^- 

faAesfi'thaa fomr pucsuits to fe%ion-^tD f^ bdievi^ W^ 
lie/?^nly?that i»e may f^iase^ ilie greater daoAoiii^'^ 
ttttK^riirff^They ^ho do sueh' thingaf/ writes Hiir ' 
A|«iri^^f'Yre:!irorthy cf£ AeaiAhT Sudi> in finill^f 
aaaPifiritaiaUy dead: and jiow isliall the spirittiallf ' 
dMd:eaQa|ie "ftliejwrathtocHime/if tbey ]iw¥ei^^iMit^ 
BimMmAf. abided to.do Aat% which they WgWV 
hefiMde>aline ? . Th^ who hove no vital relijd^l^i 
casi^^ iio.:fipiiituat;li&, and con^ is the ealii^ht:: 
tlm ifigm^mi death. >^ The jspmt does nat;^trtiriMi^i': 
wftbtsiidi^; liNBcaitaa t faia jaiiotioi^'iifiiadi^I 
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wi«riK vtibe i^int doetinot stnve^ Sotcn liat aiiiiKd 

^v5¥e ase^hsdy^ to consder hctir niriB tke wig 
of ^eternal deodi; llbis if^' olmoiis te dBy akleMl 
to^ aU wbo bdiero tiiA gospd.^ To.dMr u^pniitBiit 
^i^ed tbesie is no peacchrrr!^ For Jtbougif Ihejr Imt^ 
kHig> yet shall tibey be . nodiiiig TOgwdsd^siMi? thib 
last age shaUibe widEioiitboiifraf»< Or^if<iiieyt^^ 
qwkly^ they hare so hope^ aeitiwr'iKiBifeisft ki-tiMi 

• i 13>e 4ime woid had ^ fleiit: fer^ ih^ 460^ 
et^^Bid death agaimt us &r the « of Admi^ aM> 
lUBitfl xedanption 3was offi^^ \sj the SmoiMr^AiS' 
down wiLs iimmbsL : It is . B(nvi> partkAuoa^^ 
'^'thiEQdcs be .to God wha.givetli usi ih^ Tietaiy^^ 
through oar Lord: Jesas Chntst^T But aSMag}<siiil» ^ 
a«r '' ham been baptaited kila hk ideath^*^ 1^ 
ojB^ he/^ givetiti die udotory/ who ^ maafottys%te 
wd^^his banner .agftinst sn^ ihe* wpriidkaJBidi As 
dc^^LflOad oonthme his £uthfid; a(^em ani ser^ 
vaats jmto th^ fives', end.". The tremendooa 
p^kiaHy a(^siwt.mia in Paiadise^ wSLbr ivSkstmi' 
oidy.iUpm soch-T-^and this^ indeed^ is^ ihe:>piaaB^ 
Chastiaa'a especial coii8ofa|tian-r^as:J^y itfaeircoih^. 
tiDtt^iirk]iiitfiQs render. ff^thabkod^dwooviaMiMb 
anoujohaiy .tfaing^'' Jnasmnch as^ l£ey fid to aaake^ , 
itrrarajhd^e io tii»r salvatioiw Ifi ve see^ ifait 
spiritiial and temporal deadh do acbnie fimn mt, si' 
is a^si^ftoeot proof; toas J;hat:etei»al:dfeath 

D 



inatedihiB^€|crebiaiJto mite it eVidMft.t6'(Aie^i«»^ 
pifflriMoeitfettiraU^tthAtidii^e wagesftive rttbiatod^b^ 

oIliktMtheilifGTenwiiBtttiii^; ^en he ^hw jdedjfei 

siiinfcrr)tiiifr eiS> <f fioir jfthb rumi^odfyi snd^lnis that (dUi 
hghteihatmilBiijt^^ ipocdf abhotv^iUpftai 

th^m^aiii^vrsh^i^reigift' 8iiare9>;^fire and ^btiiiistan^ 
vtoim araUiitsifap^; t ttUs iiBhalU be thm fpr&(m' to 

t£rfi DdefliBiearoel^^^idbflBDveihemysthati^^ 
dbfifimit cmifHnefOD -atter amiflwiatinif of iiodyiifiiA 
sparit^ but an everlasting exdfision*^afr.bothr(firaid 
jt^Knii^t ktdifiorour'Bf Qod^'^V:■.:■M -; 'i.;-'.;-<r']Lii r-.A 
i^ixfSSaiA, tihahytTOll jnialtihly^be^the iotlii^ th^iiiitti 

iii^fifasiiddiiBei^/naritiieuKon^a^ that heiisfamiid 

«ep|dift:^iwiii^hei)Baid sndj^hidlbeinot do(i4vxxril|a|ll 
keiiikpdbBB atidisfaalt IsBsaytrndsid'h^good^'!^^^^ 
!Ukiim&aBBtgaik, thsk ^miJbiiaYand >pei!sifl|li]ij^ mh bmn 
i^biimkcma^ punnhixieMk inf this iiiM^o<3i 

'i^ecjobetinqBil^idn^ y ct>3iatiiral^il^^UKi>i|^Bh^ 
^a^ainiiff/ril^iiifecniflnrasi'^W JaeiinnUiBi 

^wvs»4ar]pinrifyilwiiBregen^^ 
4iisi^ofiiliiod?^God>jfi|}a)&atsflr qflBii|iiiiyiiaadrrwiha* 
Ite Agfaesfhef iTwiritchaite eyigkuai^^ wdiORihat^^ 
he >ha(iei^ii& ^wHjingfaiidllyi'yaniah ' kin MeJb/iaBi 
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lois^^rMQidLkfttlredi are ^ikot xiiuiabk ^^plissioiisyibo^ 
ijtQitittiliUe principles. Fhaite xiaUixas^tatiiiDeo^ 

^n4liDe( ) be^nd! a derttdn t lobamr e^ I M )isx0m^M 
shall iw^ itb^ isupposeilthat < the! ^little -^niSSmags^ct 
tbfeisJidrtlifeifiaa be axi ad^natfepUnbhiiientrfiir 
vibat has iiitaurnad G^Sls eterauili dk|[ilBaaiire'3 > tA^d 
tUtt fiiusi evest he Ithe^^.^ wJ^higiiiliia^yUchiJi^ 
Deveiri bem exputedby^.coiiiltfitia&^lfrhk 
heen resisted ; while they who die in such gtdkicati 
d^ jQLbthing after ideatb^to ^JxmBve^ot 'janti^ata 4iat 
di^leasK^i^^ sincethere is iiamtonemeii|4o beuaadb 

As immortal beings i will be xsxpablkMd eAB^^arwIg 
ittfimti^i sSufftakig'^i ao fxo^lcAtt^bisfi^se^^ bbi^xte 
(shtD^obQwa tOiit> solong as 'tiiey exdaileiiidmaoIyBf 
fikm JaUjohamie of dnfiactad^tiimi^ aadihi^Ith^ di^ 
bjai^ursying,) onderl tbe - trials jof ihehri kKuskrtaUl^ m 
conra^ofitlDaimgtearion^ byioegbMstbotgotoaevbeiGiid 
Uttdctb j^&f\ bkf doiwnandmeatei/ ,Aa:0(» shall ib^ 
ihsceMiUe an the Mxk/rl^iiif ]|iipmms>infiinte)j 

inlinf ithifi^ so^b^ pfurity ^ of :/lretaoiiiBgy aUi^ weihat! a)fip 
«8cl^y|ibb(i^ A pr<^pai3iio|i[ate ]iifiasf^{|^.w0e«/ai«^ 
to(l8ini)ttiU 7iiat|imdl^^ beiitka dodm^ Df iufi&ringvte 
i%|^tedusnbsi^ t^tsif:efa9oyni0iii;iiMr.^^ihee|:eiBudr 
t^^LatA aEaerer.aveivdwfrightc^ 

d2 
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ipgllporji pf <^ c^ljestial Zion wiU be l^te^ ^ 
^01^ ,whiqb their ^viouif Christ has gon^^ 
to prepare for them an habitation ^'at God's, l!^^ 
hand for evermore,** ' 

The present is, in every respect, a limited state 
ixf being. Our good and evil here are aUke cir- 
limnscribed. In the next life, however, both wiU 
be unlimited ; the latter ^' the wages of sin,** the 
former ''the gift of God." The certainty that there 
will be then no change of condition, as it will establish 
^e bliss of the happy, so vdll it also confirm the 
misery of the condemned. When hope is utterly 
extinguished, how horrible must be the succeeding 
despair ! But *'the wages of sin is death," — tem- 
poral, spiritual, eternal death ! — a dissolution of 
the body and depravation of the spirit here — an 
endless and immitigable state of wailing and lamen- 
tation hereafter. 

Let us then strive for that ''gift of God" which 
is "eternal in the heavens." It is beyond the attain- 
ment of none of us. It will infallibly follow our 
striving after its possession, for "who ever perished^ 
being innocent, or, when where the righteous cut 
off r We have only a choice betwixt life and death 
eternal. We can secure to ourselves either. The 
gospel fully points out to us how we may obtain 
the one and avoid the other. Who would hesi- 
tate at the alternative 2 Come then to " the Shep* 
herd wd Bishop of your souls," that you may 
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M^'Bfe. ' »Cdhife td Him, inOiA kriMit of ybtil^ skli 
dii;iaididy(mr6bd,^ 

jr;;'.nM7'> lot bar.;" 

-li-> O/ir'i V;,; y.,; J./-* ;,;;,; 1k,'>-» lUf.) .^tftiy*'^ *1\? 

>I<;il^- ';):-• /''•'/ r •* ;. :..'.'0^io *->;^iu?wb Oil nodi oilUr^^ 
\o (K»ijbl' -''. , 'v'.- ■' \;':^ > J^:;7.»i*tUp Jinoc| 

riDirlv/ "lit)*) i- rr ^ ... • ^.;; -wi ;i^: ,jvib ^\i i9vl 

iiio woilul '(i^*'^'^' ''•■ ^■' ■' -■' '-« ■• ••oen Ivi iii-'mi 
^bortVJK.H[ vr;'>Oii*v " loi ^ji- ;>•: ^- jt. .ji v..ii\y, -^iUfui^ 

rlJi5ob Lim -riif j/jv/; ill />.'/,:•; .,. .-J.-o JUainN "V'Hm 

nifiido \im{ ov/ woil ^a; i>.v j.. j .-i;r,(Kji v.'liU Ujq-oi* 
-qori8 orll *' oj norlf omn > V 'jivui^ir; /.i. '>.ii Ui mIhi 

Viim UOV Jti«U ".^fuOi? liJUV ir i|'*!;.-.'5 t ris • r» ' 
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SERMON III. 



ON FORGIVING ENEMIES. 



Romans xii. ZO. 

*^ If thine enemy hunger, feed hhn; if he thirst, give hinr 
drink : for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fir^ on 
his head." 



This text is very ajpt to be interpreted as if it 
conveyed a precept at once repugnant to the whole 
scope of Christianity, which expressly teaches that 
we are ''to love our enemies, to bless tbem that 
persecute us, not rendering evil for eni, or railing 
for railing, but, contrarywise, blessing.^ 

A question, it must be confessed, naturally arises 
here, how we can possibly perform this injunction 
in its true spirit, if we really do an enemy a service 
only for the purpose of bringing a punishment 
upon him ;. since this would be rumiing directly 
counter to the second great commandment of the 
law—'' Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself;? 
and who would do himself a good, merely that he 
might be visited with evil ? The latter wwds of 
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titt'text ^tfe dearty %cdriathre;^ni their mi^ 
ii^p6riia{»k Hess diiviotts thin might Ii6 wil»hed; ^ lb 
h nbMfthelesb evidenli ^t ive must At Wike t^jeeii 
all conflicting interprelati()aii^ of die 'DitiheW^tytdV 
The s«tee}^ite0pt must^ be ererywhererisditeiiliits 
tcndencyvluMHewpff i ditt^iemifi may d^fer itf wUeh 
H ii ddcren^d; If^ in ^ipodnding Scriptttre,- that 
which ^peais ito he the most evident inierpratih^ 
tioQ dtould happen to contradict any doctrine io£ 
the aama inspired aatbor^ to be found in othdr 
paJKte of i thut writings) lit will be ^manifest 1;bat avdl 
iiitctpcetalidn.caRfadt be admitted. Some' oi^ti 
^iipafiitian i^^to be jsought lory since .we must^b^ 
seDsiUe r that -nofOHi^ who wrote under the immi^ 
diatbr/ii^iiitoce of the Holy Spirit eouid^.wMle 
hhder .siudt itiflueboe^ anywhere €ontradkt>^hinv^ 
selfi riia:<the 'passage before.us^ the most::iA)VicaM 
Ue(Q> vthicdi the words present to our mindi^ et»* 
tBSsAy iisy^that ef inflictiag pain ^pon iin efn^yliap 
tUa tery ^actrof / performing^ a ikindiiesstltowiii^dfif 
]mB^^i&riini9ajdaing:i^ovL shalt ^heap cdlda^{^ 
fire} i dK^his xbeadli Now^ if that really ^ivew thcr 
iliietibi>£tUe'>preoept/ we^dhodid beguBtiAe<^U*«^ 
tiikjfrlba^ ju|>iin7tbe aJutthont^^ ithel ^ospd^Uobi^ 
fiioning £rom. extendingany kindii^s^jst ^ilrtipari 
eaem^ hebaHse tre Bc^them^coi&miaiiAediai^ Mm 
tiieih ithAt xmrnuiU :" ^d>'^:^i^aiildi «caik;^lyt(db 
this^jby/iyspr>flinj^ ^|hem:>tor;siiffiaqiigjraSdi tfa^of 
eonfexlring'4i!kiBdil^s updmitbslH Jiiircaild^ediuMr 
Ihisjeffifcl^t; ?»/jdiouU r)ea%iiflisafaeyithdt;:gb8|N^ 



l«00fi^ .1^ ^oiilg/so^ smee ill ipncnildo ml 1)0^ |)«0rr 
dltictiT^tff a Ue38it^g^<but;0f ^a.witeie^^dTl^ak/lvcNfldi 

itlddi tbe^^Hedepft of ^In Apotstle w^neiiat^ ii» ifam-i 
Tejity iBideliveifng^it^.lie^iiiis iceriiinljt'fKopbifcndell 
tojuSi^ doctcbe diametncaUir op|)oseidto(tl)6 liiKfle 

aohame^ofi meeal' addoiivizicnlcajte^f^ tUeiShviMtf 
Q£(tiiaQkiQd» .To >all) s^icb ^as looiq Jor ludimtiDii 
tlmm^i ilia Uood^ Hei>€oiimiqi(id^^^fntt^ UfWi 
WttbiaLifbrbearsacBi ( timve^^ 
ittittsngv foi^Teness of ii^uriesf:! o^di mutaofsl^ 
vmeXiicasL imagiae tlist -sucb a.pcepoBtardui^&iieaiift 
gtiiiit7>,ias mflictio^ suffdring? upontibotaiwfao^ 
we I Are ^boimaiided )iJ9v love . and' to . foogiire, cduld 
UysoidfStsdf iwifth the^^purest' s^^ iUal 

imfb «tec^^eiiiiedT^whidify;teOi^ theiil&QftDtdf^ <»fld 
^atn^rdmru i from Heaar^u: to propaf^at^ laiid vtela^ 
blkhv; ' • It 4a ; dbar that: i£ &» : doctrmeariof thb 
Apobkk^ are ^ot iwrianoe ifith ^tbtee of ttha&tnoiiii^ 
MieaovhatariiQt^ecifiQMufe of&ithriilmdiibifi 
iqualljriclsai^ rtkkt;>i8'>tibe ^fei^ioecwas iiuspirdd^hjii 
Godgif ,hft{7eidly . oo]atriu£ctEi I^^ .whid^ iia>«toesiif 
iMiOfiHtiiadictftiSiimt^ ^od ^Bnttt^cmtradicit ItimsdiQ 
MiM St&JRlMAiaijQiify /the dtgan of thafc lii|^b^t«ii«* 
tiUiDr^'jbjrjwlidm>kej0^ . We .mittt tbin dook 

inrthdr foci the;j|li{)oatl6?s<iaeamii|^ tbm^^^^erlitend 
wirfleii^lli»>AeBt^;tiand)i|^ m^tbdr most^obvioua 
i^gpiiffatitPjrtaocoga 4fkt*i/kym^ at ktoV of 
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what tiiia may be^ tbey eoatr^dict . any one jof the 
main preeepts of. >tfae^ gospel^ it behove lui tp s^k 
for and adopt tiiat explanatioii of tb^fa oidy vjbi^h 

wm render him consisteot i9iii hi^ ^: ur 

Now^ the verae which inunediately preoed^ 
thtm h^ thefdiapter whare they occur^^ complete^ 
ofidrifanma that intevpretatioii which ascribas the 
rndtbea of dokig good to an anemy, as origui^ng 
in^a^defidrerto afflict him^ wheve the infspired teac&er 
elcpressb^ eoqmiands us " not to be overcome with 
e«il;'bnt toneveroome evil with good ;** and msceif 
W0 flhoiild directly vkdate this injunction iSwe 
confeored some temporal benefit npon> an enf^n^ 
merely ^ tohnent hinu The. outward act of bfH 
«»2« culd never pd».ie .r,«d„g™b *e 
inward feeHng of malice. Where a positive enL* 
produced, the means can never sanctify the ^>4* 
How opposite to the> conduct of the Psahmst! 
^ They liswaided me/ says he, '^ evil for goodjr 1p 
tb)9 spoiling of my soul. But as for me, when th^y 
were sick, my clothmg was sackcloth. I bumjUl^ 
my soul with fasting, and my prayer returned in|o 
mine own bosom. I behaved myself as though' j^ 
had been my friend or brother ; I bowed down 
iy3av%; as one thatmoumeth for his mother^ tij 
' i Let Of now see how the words of our UAkm^ 
to^ba so ^nplained as to make them confirm, iralhflr 
thair ccmfdradiet, one of the most sublitne preeepjbs 
of tiiiBf gospel, thato£ loiwgi our enemies* ;H - 
The expression *' thou shalt heap* ooi^ls' of '#3i^ 



^ hii^ ^^A,"^ i^ lit^po^ied to have «i aUttsionito 
iWmdii^g6f'mtMs, Inftifthi^ the nKMceipfe- 
etotk^ ^(mg^ tl^isi> the Miiilter used talvee^^iip n 
quantity of bli«»ingf feel mkj» the topiof the veisi^ 
itt'tlilildh thd'^ubstaned i<^ to be dissdked> m 
tk^br:toej[peiSiSe siki mikste the pratessu Thef 
edhi^Ui^o^e traisi/ that ^e atugtnented heat aofteii- 
ed ahd' giriidually r^uc^d it to a state df Mqm&i^ 
tkm. Tlitf istkeanbg, therefore; of i&e Aposde^ ^1^ 
te thii^ t that itis bummg coals^ hei^ped ivpoik the 
tnouth of a crucible, soften and dissolve thai ore 
liHthin it>4o, by doing kind offices to an enemy^ wiU 
you* moliiff him and bring him to a good texkiper 
imd rigirt disposition towards you. This is St^ Ai^ 
^stin^s interpretation of the passage, and tibe 
best, as it-appears to me, that I have been able to 
ine^t with. - 

The pa)*ftUeI may be extended yet further* 
fiv^y timey for kistance> that' alloyed gold at 
^iblris inel€ed> p^HFt* of the alloy escapes in the 
MldtiHI^, ^nd the remaining mnss beedmes coiise- 
i][U6iltly' more pure: so also,. by doing acts^'of 
ftSiitdiie^^a (ft^ who is eviliy^ disposed towardsrus, 
We not only appease his resentments and assuage 
his ranebur, but, by repeating' them^i we griadually 
M;tiify'>fat^^mbro£fe bumoursy eail into aeticm the 
"b^f t^ fbelings of 'hi^ perrverseiiai^ure;i'iusd> by.thus 
ittij^Vfai^ his dispontiMt towaards oursekesji we at 

th^> sa!in^4kne ooii6>ibirto> to itaspMve his dispositian 






^^It. Paiir#>lid}Ut^ vti^fiM« t»the tii6l<»eg of 
^mis ii4i<ftd-ttO«tiurpt«« iis» if T«[ef r^ect dnv(!M>%«» 
mWi ftufiffiii»l t^ (^ J;6iv9; nay, <mm in itldili'th^f 
tHKk f^^^^eetdtmOf'iikSQeiti abd it is fr V^i^lut^iJil 
itiMikb^n-'^ait '^e Ifiinttious RoinMs; tb iAiom 
U^^d^'^ltdl'eiiitiB luitt&etf^ «tid who had b^ thit» 
iih^ itt^^'td'ii degree ef hixury perhaps -^ewNp 
c!iS)Mc!tl^ By- 'feHndir or subsequent generotix^ 
it^liqU^ w6tt instructs in an art which. «ilu 
iiSSaSe^M'^ ttittUi to the pomps and vanities ifiil 

<^'^^1# iite^^diatk^; then> We gftven, of>^ 
. #id«aif%ia^>ffi^biis^^, wia'bring them into^pa^ 
jSyib < 1li^ir«yiient' With those numerous {veceptH 
^S m}8sii^ttAd'1m holy Apostles haVe'Ieft 
Iffii^ tb^iofr cfiir^duet towards our enemies: Ttwy 
thus confirm the words of the same Apostles ifiiihl^ 
'f^'aatt -apUili! im which they 8pp«ar-^<< Bless 
flUitti'^Mdipeihitettteyon; bless, and curie nbff' 
If, 2tf 'the Contrary, the esjnressioU of the 1i6^ W«^ 
' ?((a^Mii'iittbfadng a signification of puniiiMt^'iMti* 
M&Mtiilliiaef irovid undoubtedly eont^.adotilkW>- 
^ki^itj' illKtblutely c<Hitradictmg iMs dbar-laiilid 



i-)!'. 
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'''^'JffiLd',' €tAt ah&ougfa the writings of SU Pftd 
WAsBSf'p^ltiipsi abound less in met8phM'')tlidl 
iMise^^iataBy tf the age in Widch he-fiv^'ll^ 
l^i\ffertJieiilesir 'oAenita^ Hi more etip>^ 

IJSUl^wliiifi; he found it eal(!uldfed to iUUs^ 
yh<W<^ iMae subHrn^- dd6tilitte»'*#Iii«ih!<he,^Mde» 



wot^hoM) iMtJd ,Viy/ him ufWi^fiPOWBoi^jl MH^ 

asedryei^9i the; |)6<M)PIQ l^lPf iQ|^])i£^b||«i|^))% t^ 
1^ iWfars to tbofq ipiriwho^ ipi^^jjffti^^ %E^$B 
i««re!it(iine4i&t^3r designed, . .JJwjr.' s^HSIipiPo^^ 

notions of civilized communities, must have esf^^ 

^•Uynch^pged; wad ,8lth<>u^h« ;|tlii^<ffejfH afrfl^ 
4i9l4U¥M» r of. tiipe^ -pompi ,«if .i^^d^Pffit^'gf^^lWg^l 

m»y ;9j^)eai;, jf#ppte,..tortuj»«d» <»?^'il?l^^f» 4i¥f9 
1^re»§T(ferthekf»> i»o4oiil)t|.pi?iap^y;al§j|| tftlSw 

fl^|Wehei#)n«;«f ,tbos*-tQ, wlwwili^t^ .Wgi?^ <M?fflT 
9ftPyi'a^^«i«ed. ;.;.,.. • ;.- -> .(.;,,,., .>;ij nn^noo ?jjfli 

. *»(W<^PitFevpft,thflbe6tfet9rprftfttM«^(l^^jfe§j|» 





set him at variance -with himselfi,,-,^^,^ fili^ 
JlfSJttpiijlOi Jq«?i^ v^iHB j^ the,-9jw«;u|jj^i]^fl[Ji^!^e 

9ifijfcS»*pc9,hifl[^iflt)ptKfdj# hi«{pt|^ ffWisfef »>?)^f 
m^ t^fo,»lwfys(>5^,fftt»s$tS#ji^Hl^«s-fS»ft^ 
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ebaia^tika i&jth^ l^i oot exactly ^ow^headiiig' 
eMery^piMage' ki wJbich its doctrines 'avemifolde^t 
UoiTdver ;yQa may be disposed to rec^iw^Jtb^^ 
ii^w|)]GetotiM; j«srt giiten^of the passage i^toie^mti 
^iii#eiH&' idifiBievIti^ 

;]|:ottlr .imdetstai)i<Mngs ; yoit .may^ nwertheleBs; mi9k> 
as6riired> jMi it .1^ dud^ 

<jf kiadoffi^estcKivatdsoiQr eneimei^iicftlindeedifir^eia 
jsHiiater n3K>thrf6, but jn perfe^ ^aecordntice witb tbid' 
^finnepveceptjof Christ himself-r^^Love'your'iepMr 
sniesp d6 good^o ' thenr wfaieh hate youy akid piojr 
Itur ' theiaa ifkidk ^dei^HefoUy ^ use you.^ St Paul 
fwiheriiUiistFateB this dodriue in his first epistle 
to 'tfae^Cloisntibians, where he desoribe^ his sufifei^ 
lU'gi^i^mght^inimeQBsake^^^^B reviled/isaj^ 
He;^ we Mess; being persecuted, we suflfev it; being' 
daftmed, we ientreat," The protomartyr Stephen^' 
.iob> pra^^ for his eoenueis while they were stoui^g 
him> ^'crying out with a loud yirfeef, Lord> lsLfm4^ 
this'siii to their charge;" And the last pr^yelr* 
^of » the djrihg Eede^mer was, for those by w^€is6' 
*^ wicked hands he was erudfied -and^ slam "'^' 
^f J'atdior, &irgiv!e them, for they know not i;^^* 
theydo;" ' •• -. ^ •■ ' ^^ •■ - . ^•^> *i^<' 

^ H T^ait;pi?ecept which inouleate» the moral n^eeiN 
^i^ of doin^vgood to our lenetn^s, M tiie't]|^i:e ^^ 
^sMi^VbecausOi we are but too apt to. rank ai^mg! 
«ur enemies, those who have never serioudywn^igbd ■ 
ifisu and whom we nught ofteu'seuure in tl^ fiiw^st 
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QWio£go0d-iiiiU;t6wasrd^ them, t Hoifjtirej&ieiid- 
shipjsl)&iMaBinipte4 snd^43imiitiwrn()al4iJ9^^^ 
€siitodi£ >r>Not do nmch /fajr anfr nmproeaticMfci of 
pefiitiTeik^iacjE^^.aflkib^ItbQse pcfltyiy^NakHMesyc^kMr 

mdx saltiesuof fMBsuui^. ii]ui?h eonalitttteifltQ; dbkf 
smml i ofiBlLithe idisootdsr. jpad stipfesi tint ili}iQiiBii> 
amoil^iiift. .Hhe perwnal tmsaoStiA^i^i mdniitimi^ 
%f jBiichjWfmiiJar is^weti axe^ fireqUQBtljmwn jEiKHir 
¥unsdeiit' tfafyn tixose^ ji^h JbAite)'fa90ft,:0ui|^6diitf> 
aggiia^^ated by the mdst ii^iiiKtf rii^iudo^ ^edm»< 
tbQ:^pt.to^u£&r (mx:$e}t£»i ti)iil[iedoi]teiti^ daifes^of^ 
taiaqmr and paprice^ wd ito. aeri^adize^ orittheir Itfae) 
yiett.i;han> the mtues.ofour .Mow piw>bafiiQ9lar8^. 
^e rtake ow dislildes^ and give ymy 4(> prej^idd^! 
itpoDsithe Kioat insufficimtg^counda^iand ofileiv^steel' 
QttCihmo^s^^amsA ixHmy vWho are )9tiHYiiigl&irjtho 
(^Q<^4»i» vof inunoJTlality with v^urselms^ pvlf 
h^fQ»^s& tjif^ydo jQo^ happen ilo ma^ that meai^iuro! 
of axQq^eooe Muhich we ,may, thiok pro|)ie]?;to fec^^aiki 
in^al^iudbloi tojtheicharo^ter of a good/ Chjristians 
thcrtigby ati jkhe ift^line ti«ie> we :«re.our$ehes;pFo^' 
bablgr^ msfy ^far ixom iwmng 19 :to . the ^elevatitix if 
our own standard. But we should ever bear( M 
m^d^ithatito^him whom ym so judgte >^ Godgiwe the 
lito pAiihA He^didiunto u^ mAi# ^beliavei on the 
I^^oJe^biy Qhrist'' > ;^ art ^o^ tiien^ ihat 
jiidgfmfeaMih^re.J^? ':/?^/'.v! •■ -. / r/! o-:* -' ■• .-.■.• ^ . 
:r^.Wiii8U»oe m.«Wcb*9«tiUties,«i6e among 
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US fromtfae commigiMii of mutual injuiy^ there are^ 
I doulM not^ ten tiioumid/m which thejr originate 
from the meet ! triTial catuies^ and urefinneii^ 
very tnfliiig aggrsi(«itioiis ; «id ituvSU but tao^£re* 
queutly he^ebeerved, tbat tho^ emnitietf are tiie 
nUMit iuyetevato which, have ariesn from< the leaat 
proTocatiGfiu What dkall we suppose would be 
the consequenoeiB^ li, under prejudices so hastily 
entertained^ and dislikes so foolishly dieriahedt 
there were no law to ' restrain the uncharitable 
dictates of our hearts? Should we keep ourselves 
free from hafared and- meflioe^ and from ihe> sad 
^eets of these' vungovernaUd passions^ wl^h 
would/ m(Nre than probably^ be truly and indeed 
t^rriblev W^e there no law^ either human or 
divine, ta ' control our rash impulses ? On the 
other libnd, what Would be likely to follow from 
an implicit conformity to the precept of the «text» 
as we have now con»d<^ed it? Woidd not' ffce 
exercise of such a christian benevolence towards 
olie whom we had^ perhaps, too hastily considered 
an enemy, naturally tend to quell all hostile feeling 
betwixt us ? Would it not be likely to restore a 
right understanding, to promote social harmbny; to 
induce gratitude on the one part, and general good- 
will on the other? Let us remember, thaf^hen a 
man's ways please the Lord, He maketli his' ^e* 
mies to be at peace- with him." Our good* offices 
towards tkem will do Him pleasmre ; and whatever 
else might be the issue, this is, or ought to be, our 
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jBRiffitieilt »|cnv{§tidia(iIfiwb>€iMi^ 

^I'lMJiia]!^^ bedd>apite'4i& oiis^suppMift^ 
Qstk^anif^ ihifUUfwb iMmk ^kkurt ^0wi)i w»ii(pttibinta{it^be 

Ii9p^eiiiitai;bata those ^whonii vHe^ maqr^hftW/ ^kmur 
^Dnbdito^thet^fejiusiaiM o£ 4fliea^:^i^ evibdKmghtq^ 
9litt "ute >ieaniiot l9e^^t]fied/«uice/ibilMp fcBhid<teii 

"tlilAMfl^'CoiuieqiieacM^of^liatrdl eierimeh jui^fto 

itoie^frpquentlsf di«ta«k.trair^im]t.qilietjvby*«!i«^ 
deidng unto Urn ^vS fi3i^>evili?'4U9d^<3lii8ieontUiiiali3r 
eiiciAwig i^ to harpfti/And perfdte urytfaantderive 
odnscJ^diii ffom the refleotion «of iuhsvuig ^alivcd 
l»mit^<8liiibf ioi? tbe vrron^i/rhidli'he bMd^neiib? 
Jbr 'if 6tifii)iltioq ' sweeter than ' ^fof giveneiiBf 3 q^ Hwr 
olbeit'dDjithe fierce Datisfactioiis of the oiietdltagnate 
iMdsi ^ly^ivhilet the bahny pleasuras ^of ytbifothei 
^fiiiitimlijse farto '^ fiikiess of joy.*" Ai^ > i^e . mit 
|l(iiit^«lilCife'^yiQely to appease tijhe anM(QO0itiri9i> of^any 
peooQiifiiiiho tiq^y .have wronged w^and to'MtabKsh 
in hui^iMtfrA la leiBpeot fw ofte whcnaiie^'wiH^/tii^^- 
iliiiiii^lb^ idftwlately fc»rced to coHjfossrtha^. btfrhas 
pi^Mtty ccmiidered ibia lbe> if, wd ti%at*4iiii»>Ttath 
im$t)iftil ikiodtmtmi/ adnwister to^ iqgiorcioi^siHbsy 
jMlt^ r^ri^ M^ and: .endeaveiir '|o-alleviait« his 
siiftaUi^siidiould he d^aMt^to be oKposed 4)0'tey ? 
Qnrth^ otbei; hand^ .what do we gak by^e^enrgpiiig 

£ 
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our wfongs-f What but distractioiiiB and 'beM>« 
burnings ? Do we really thereby mitigate ^ ihe^ 
injury received? Do we thereby wipe out lihe 
stain iof dishonour^ if we hare imbibed it ? On (the 
eontifi^;do we not but too ofteii ren^r'ittiid. 
nunre indfeilible 7 Do y/fe thereby justify ourseltea 
in tb^ sighii t)f God> intprove oinr tempers^ ieetify 
the unruly ^habits of our minds^ or quell tiie tatn 
bulent eiiiottons o£ our hearts? Does rerengifi^ 
our wron^ ensure the {»rae<dce of love towards our 
neighbc^^' flie- second in importance of the divine 
commaiid^ ? ^ Does It ndt rath^ encourage >thoMk^ 
wild fdrnooente^of pa^ so often the tsiy 

baile icff A troe^ Uifely^ and practical Christiamt^ ]t 
Do^ ii^'Boit ev^ti separate us from Christ himselfj^ 
by kelepixig U6 in an unfit state to hold (kMn 
inunton with Him at his holy altaif ? In suniydioW 
it not induce us to beseech our own condenmaH 
• tion^ aiiK^ we pray to God to. "forgive us mof 
trespai^ses w we forgive them that trespass aglunil^ 
■lift"? • :'r . -.Ka^ 

We know that we are absolutely forbidden^ ite 
hate any eme v for St John argues^ that if we baM 
man we cannot love God. ^^ If a tnan jsay^; I^lo^k^ 
God^ and hateth his brother^ fae ia ft; lialr ; for; likii 
loveth not his brother^ whom he hath seen^fhoYj^ 
can he love God, whom he hath ttot Iseen r ''Jjovewi 
says the Apostle to the Romans; ^^^worketh iti^: 'iU{ 
to his neighbour^ therefore^ love id th^ fii^iyyiligri^ 
the law;" hatred^ c6nsequd[itly> must be a^^diveet^ 
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vidbdoi^ of the ila^w, Jbiscaaae cohtrarito nev^r om 
p]1ddiice;ili6( same. relets. ' 1 - <-ij n . 

>ilfme neaUy felt towards all ihaiikiad^ a9 oTir 
religaan l^^hes^ ats thatmre ought to^Bsd^ive ishoold 

soiffoelyjBiidthat we had^ an^eneiiqr- '^Pe^^^ido 
Dotirise/ap;into bostiiitjr againot them feiUbiir etseaik 
ture8>beeaiu;e they are ready itos«:ve:4;h^m*^ Kkid^ 
ness mriil evetyvAiere beget kilidiiessy evcni ' among 
the most ahandoned. : Momities pxroededtnoticseiw 

tainly &om mutuftl kind ofitoeis, butdGra^i niataal 
wrcmgs, or from smtujal^ esptessifHis oEr ^t Jtetdgeiv 
The-. Christian precept, iherefovey'^w^* hebaeiw^ 
tends to promote that wd?er8fllJiipmo(aiyBnd)^b^ 
fellowship among men^ wfaichvivottld^jmuch ifbridge 
ifae miseries of tius life,4tnd^ ift all' respttcta^tinfti 
nitely hxighten and impronre the human^ooi^dioni 
Tbisef petty ktHSes and divisions, wludi 4idfft among 
U8>iandave fomented hy the tni^bulent^piaBSuiiis? (tf 
men^^iare the proximate <sause pf ; some 'lof the 
greate^rt mcH-al disorders which so frequency jii|9H 
grace and convulse the civil world. They ^^ are 
often^ithe'ocigliioftihe mightiest desolatiooi : iihey 
faavd giv^UviriM tO'<^ overthrow of kiHgdoms and 
of (^^ihpJjKts.^^} The' horriUe desolaitbna of vrar 
hikii Jboen i^eqbentijr domed from ii»' greater hoi- 
gimiiBfgsj' jln'ishwt; to tiiose strifes ^d^^oM^^ 
may^tib' rc^srrdd iaU the grand evils of <»urteq|i*^ 
pbinl itotei > «titt/we aee iidt aiteet^ by .thes^ 
app^ifi^ bon^qtiencfesi ^ey are too common 
to asTDest our notice. We look upon them as the 

E 2 
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results/ of v < natural . and imayoidable causes^ . imd 
they therefore fail to influence our feelings. . But 
we decQim epdrsi^hreis ; . all these evils .are ^of^pur 
own ^Qg^^tjbringi. Alaa! ..for. our ^^ge^n^r^y;] 
Thei^H^is^ ]tb$|t tbje elements of hatred af^mwe 
mixed mp ^vitlboUi^ feeiings . t|o wards pur( kind, ihfm 
thoaei ofidoy^ i;Thi»vi»ay;be a stem charge^ ]w|: 
it is^nev(Wtb§l^ true.; If it were not so^iimw 
would^^ 9i l^rgQr. interchange of good thw of .€>v9 
anuxngt meci; it i?. however . evident, to every wft'^ 
expetiiefii^e^ ihiN^^uoh is:not the case. We are xwup 
apt to |Q^b^erish< irqspBtment^, than to exercise. \>^^^ 
ficence ; tojudg^rharihly^ than favourably, of ^ho^^ 
around uiii;(:ito setquitean e^my with injury;^ thw 
rewardi^'him^igopdi&r epL We seem tc^xtlai^ 
ourscd^eis prisrileged.to do him wrong,, by iv;h9^ 
we hane ; been iiggrieved.. We too . ofbi^ t^^ 
pleafium^ather in making hun fed our resentui^. 
than in.Menging his good opinio^ by our,<9fr- 
giveness*' ^mdIov 

By ^encouraging such dispositions> howeveiVi we 
excite ^ the : very . worst feelings . of: our. depr^i^ 
natuvQ ; ;iwe;^ stifle / those sympathies , whi^i ^,ff^ 
is^Iatnted^^thin us, in order that.'we .migliti ^^ 
ciserxdiem^ asifor; the .temporal advantage oS^pij^^, 
so^vfen* jthe s^ritual . advantage of ourselves ;> iop; rt^ 
sytn^athy iwhidh; exjcites. us ;to do good t^^^^, 
pson^otes at the ; s^iie time jOur 4t^ceptan^ oM^ 
God^h-twe runicounteif notronly tcr^ ih^,pm^f^fi^, 
but. ip) the esw^e,.<4f^^oair ID^vm 
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i^Mified with his bldc>d r those doctrines whichi he 
defivered to mankind; ' i . ,., 

^^'Frdm the general tiendency itrndttj^ m^ to ima- 
gihis^ W tetij^ocA c&tise of ^ievande^u^^^ frivolous 
^bUndii; and^ to resent all the fitifcle ^ iriiaginary 
ittdti^' T^hich these fictitioa? grievi^d^S! fmay re- 
^fesetlt to their angry minds^ * arisei$< > W * almost 
Endless catalogue of offences, wiei^ta may be 
traiced all the different shades' of >guilt/ftom the 
lilbst trivial misearriageSi even ' to <the ' blackest 
eriittes. What, permit me to' Hdsk^i^iiktthe disfin- 
glli^hing mark of a sineei<e'^c(nd' ^pmetklal* Chris- 
tito?---'^is it not tO' d6a^ thyr^br&ad to the 
hutigry, and that thocc bring f^ '^oop^that are 
tafel out to thin6 house?— ^WhiBttth<84i4ete»t the 
iitiked, that thou c^er him, andthn^ thoii hide 
nbt' thyself from thine own, iflesh?'^— andi this 
'4^ithdli!it iifty distin^f^ of friend or fr>e{ acting 
H^ii ' the evtogelical principle ; of uni^^insal bene* 
volence. 

' '^ Steiiig then that {we mre so prone tot become 
'^ti^fn^ one of another, and seeing also the lament- 
Wh d6Yii^uenc^ to which this unhi^y propen- 
-^y* But. 'too frequently leads, could our? blessed 
^Sd/tibui^hii;re giyen> or his Apostles have' enforced, 
tf^'i*di'e'^^salu*ary-*-^I will sfty, a moi]e necessary 
'^^ept, than t^at Uf requiting evil wifth :good ? If 
'^feiletiaUy acted upon, it Woidd more directly tend 
tOi^pTOduee' a ufiiversal' karnMmy among human 
societies, than all the golden maxims put together. 
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nAach have been so itidtistriously selected from 
the stores of heathen morality. 

Hovirev^r diffictdt it may appear to the stuUbtorn 
znA perVewe ^^asslons of taen, to -pttt tlak iam'j^ 
tential 6pei^tioh^ it is nevertheless iintlfin ihe 
cotnpiiss of tStif Means as 4rell as among tmr dtitids ; 
land if it \^rti phtctife^d, utider Ood's grace, vrtB 
tnight aga!n^ee paiiially realized npon earth,ihM 
bdiiutiftil picture of temporal felicity, v^rhich pr(>- 
ph6cy has 4binbtinfeed to us as to be consunOBOiated 
bfefete CHKst*k kiiigdoin upim earth shall cease^— 
^ virhieri th^ ^^6V shall dVMEsll Xvith the lamb, and Ae 
leopard shall' lie dAfwn With the kid, and the calf, 
and the yotihg li6h, aM the fatling together, and 
a little 'child shaM lead them. When the cdvr Mid 
the beat'sh^ll feed, v«rhen their young ones iihaU 
Be doWri together, and the lion shall eat striwlllte 
the ox, and the sufcking child' shall play <)tf the 
hole of the asp, md the vvr^aned child shall ^irtWs 
hand on the cockatrice den, and the earth Whiilinbe 
fuB of thd knowledge Of the Lord, as the wi*fef s 
cover the sea.** ' ^^ '- ^- 

Do riot ^ of lis recfeive cofitittual marks^jf faviiAr 
frbiiiGod? Does not every blessing prcfce^ iawfe 
Him? Without th6 indefatigable catre of Hii^ •?»:<»- 
Videttce, tvhat would become of afl thfe myrfbd^^f 
beings, whose interests that Providiefnc* ' pto^;iS*s 
for and superintends ? Has not our ransom from 
eternal death been paid by his beloved Son, who 
'* bore our griefs and carried our sorrows,'* '' nail^ 
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i^g them to his cfo^/! oxxji^fQi pur s^kes, '^ triumph- 
ing over them in it"? Whq Ji^ theri^ W9PS ^ 
eth^^, does j^(^% bop^, to, 'f en^r ioj^ ; hk joy" hpre- 
^lifter 2 , Ciw W^, o^ iisu howeypf , 99y ihojt -^e have 
^pt firieqweutly ]wrronge4 provpjiiptjd— ^ajf/ cpw- 
^ntly ^tin^d againet Him whp haf 49?^e^ SQ^fftwh 
for m\ix tW^ Ufe^ md to whpiPkW^lppl^^f^r p]uch 
ii^effHt^ enjoyment?} ipj aanotbey?, H^ys W^ot 
majde ourselves his enemiesf, hj freq[\^tl)? iT€|bell- 
ing against hiifl? . Do, w^ n<i;t, ^jti^^idj^ 
our oTyi^i right to expert 13^1^^ 
n^ssp, if we refuse ^P hee^w qur^ i]^/;)i|; qxff j^^^mies 
in this , world ?, If the Ahmgljjiti; ^ew, tp ^^^^.^pon 
our priociples, when Mre ^^vi^;^:^^;^^ 
precept of the text, what wQuH, he ([^.pjf^c^hle 
condition met^n% 2 Letus tlyn). «i,f^ep^ng3. 
,JiH5t,Hsi fieriouriy copaidej^ wbajt ady^t^epj ^(^wn 
.Jpiy eiKsc^agifig feeJiiig^ of b]iff|,jevfiiftt<>Ay^r<^, those 
,]i!^hpj,^eiiw)i;(fljge4 us, w^ 
obyiw^! Wy *P;ei3CiotiQna pf . ha^qd.,, . i^4.,m^ 

fc*»f5h,^rfiftp<^«>^i^(?q ac^ttate w. «9;j,<j^t^,^e^^ ,that 
at the day of general reckoning- ^t,._, t^f^ bar of 

.H<w§n>^y^ufl|l» M.«^wy,9at|p»^ j^d.,)^ 
<*b4 itong*^^ »hftll.fJl!w;id hefcre 4hf p: pn?l4i^^tpat 
.^ii^g!%}we ?M1 »^9t .!?*», to. he fifeiffOi^ij^i^d i^th.a 
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SERMON IV. 

THE UNREASONABLENESS OF MURMURING 
AGAINST THE DIVINE JUDGMENTS. 



Lamentations of Jeremiau, hi. 39. 

'* Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man for the 

punishment of his sins V* 



There are, perhaps, few virtues less general 
than a patient submission to the visitations of 
Providence, when they affect our comforts in this 
world. We murmur and repine, where we should 
obey and fear. Whence, then, may we inquire, 
arises this disposition in man to act so contrary to 
moral necessity, to think so lightly of the blessings 
of Providence, to assail so often, by his complaints, 
the just dispensations of Heaven, when a patient 
obedience is so evidently the only becoming cha- 
racter of a creature in relation to his Creator? 
" Nay, but, O man, who art thou, that repliest 
against God ? shall the thing formed, say to him 
that formed it, why hast thou made me thus T 

This disposition arises, amongst other causes^ 
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from overlooking our own d^nerits ; from an mr- 
^gant assumption of rights which^ under no 
circumstances^ can belong to us ; and from dosing^ 
our hearts against the awful truth, that th^t Al- 
mighty can punish as well as forgive. 

■ By ovdrloekii^ our dwn demerits^ we frequfetttly 
fall inta a dtogerous; nay^ it may be^ into ^ fatal 
terror. We consider not that '^ out of the mouth 
of the Lord proceedeth not evil and good ;" but 
whilst^ indeed. We ought to know him to be :the 
srhole: sum and i^ubstance of the latter, we are apt 
4^ jEt8cribe.!to him those evils which originate with 
oiitseb^es/ We presume to murmur against the 
ihighty' Majesty on high, because that cup ia 
faitteif which we ourselves have drugged. There 
flisem: : iJo he but too many of the malcontents 
^mot^ us, who reason upon the occurrences oiiMp 
iM if they had been called into existence merely to 
be the spoirt of a capricious Providence: tdpaefis 
through a career of '^ mourning and woe>'' and to 
hA forced at last into an uncertain eternity :-*-^nai^r 
Ichoosing fi>r a moment to consider thM everlastiog 
happiness is the purpose for which they W^re 
called to life from the dust, and that the triak iq£ 
-this world are only a preparatory ordeal, ini^twsi* 
ing through which they are to fit and pr^]^^ 
tbem^ves for the felicities of a better « ^' Mairvel 
not at this; for the hour is coming in the whb^h 
all that are in the grave shaU hear ihe voicafk>f 
i&e JSk^n of God> and fldbalLcdma^ forth; thajT. that 
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hftve done good; tinto the resurrectioii of life ; and 
they that huire done evil, unto the rerarrecfmaof 
datmtatioii.'* So that> ivhile we ajre fornied for 
eikmH fife; it is certam thatt we may bring upon 
ourselves eternal death. ^ > ' v 

: There are manjr who a£feet surprise that an! in- 
ftfiitely wise and just Gody who could hcve* bo cto^ 
iStituted them as to be above the reaeh of personttl 
isvils, should still have endued them with appdtites 
and desires which it is so difficult to Gon<a*ol^lahd 
2fet attach so tremendous a pehaltj^ as wa:laig(tiiiig 
tlisery to an unlimited indulgieJnee tti'iSio^ei^oji^ 
ments which their nature so strongljr solieitsl )^<But 
let such consider that the Almighty has^6nly^nifide 
use< of means to an end. He hais^ de^ghed ttlaii 
tor perpetuity of bliss, and imposed dn Umtioiie 
^i^ral law as the tierms upon which alone'4hisri]B 
tb lie obtained— namely^ the law of dbedieirte.i He 
Kan ftnrnished him with the power and pdeaife^of 
dbii^Manoe. He has oflPered him abundant thptiipiei^; 
iffiid though difficulties unquestionably lie iu^ iSk 
Wiay; stiQy who shall mj thM the ultimate ^ewajrd 
will not iafiiiitely overpay the 9truggle6 undergtme 
In obtainii^ it; when the glories of ^taiiity shall be 
-tftift^lded to him, where he shall evermore 'f dw^U 
M£|ly^aiid shall be quiet horn fear of evil*^? 
!>vij|>(i such ^also furt^r reflect, that widiout ^^- 
Bsdittiip theafe could be n& law; that wil^ut law, 
'<^^»e^cotiM be'ilO'Obcsdience^ and that without 
Yob«dietiie;tto<«cooid>b^^ attthoritj^ Thhrt^oiild 
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h& 'ta confound all distincticmB b6twixt>€reator.and 
eirMted; diiiitie^ without authority^ theie oould be 
nb isupriemacy; and if there were no supremacy 
Hifer* eotild 1^ no God: '? * 

If> indeed, there were «o life beyond thepre- 
d«if^, eV^iy affliction by which we might be over- 
t£i.ketl would undoubtefdly be a grievous and unne-» 
iic^ry cturse> and they who except against the 
di^ftj^ations of Providence^ might then offer some 
ihtyW of reason for their temerity. But as there 
fe'^^i^'fe^dstiettce to come, wherein the extremes' of 

• 

jfo^ ^d< 'i^adliess will be reatiised; and it depends 
^^ft:*<iie-' determinations of Almighty w^dora 
Wheth^ that existence shaD be eternally happy t>r 
St^rriMly • miserable, according as we render our- 
selVeb'-iSt, through God's assistance, to enjoy the 
Mi^ies" ofthe one, or to undergo the miseries -of 
Ibe- other-^-we cannot surely justly complain if Iwe 
wre not rewarded for doing evil, when we ia^e en* 
4dw^d with a suiSicient capacity to do good; Shall 
we foi^t that *'it is of the Lord's merciesr that 
wi^' are noi) consumed, because his compassions fail 
Wdft <4 Wherefore, then, doth a living man com- 
]^la(in, a' knan for the punishment of his sins ?^ 
'»'If We are capable of resisting our corrupit^e- 
iites-^nd' nothing really is imposed upon kn^but 
what we are well able to perform — why should we 
nM^do so, if that Ahnighty Being who ^med) us^ 
thinks fit to make this ' a condition' of ouf« adoep* 
ttocef with him 7 As he bestows the reward, will 
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BXky one presume ta qu^stiqn hisi . righit t >tQ< ifi3(> ,tl^ 
terms upcm: wkich oa)j it ia, tor he oblm^^^h AWi 
haveriwejflLny right. to €ompl|iin;wheii/tliQiqb9W?e(W 
left us of refusing or accepting^ t\w^9 h'lChejiigff^ 
faTifrom bcdng ibeyond .our, powe^r lof |Q<mp}i8^ce^ 
and we aU know the alternative of cw i^^gl^c^iiipig 
to emhtrace thiao. '^ Shall we reoeiye IgQ^ ^iHm 
hand of God^ and shall we not tee!eiy^wil?v ffiS^ 
siofiieirs-r^^nd we are aU 8viehT7-r€|xpeeti*iK^i,ri?Qf^y^ 
oirfy J of the ^ne>. and nothingi oj[ thei,ffitJ^1(> A»4 
have we way juat reason t^ repin(^,nfrh^|^.\vftj;ai5ft 
G6ntuHialty ^'receiving goodf' ift'om tibftit^Wfly v«^ 
an^outraged God; to which weneveir.'i^ai^r^rQlfa^ 
the / slightest plea of: desert <;. i lEUid /Wh&M rt^^r j pjx^ 
wie^undergo^ more than probabLy originftt^,li(lftr^>)Pi 
ownnuBdeeds?)., Should ;We. be! d)so(mte|]|^e^)l}(^ 
eause ^ the; Almighty, permits the pimi$hQ(i0i^fft0 
\dsit f us ) whith we ^ prepare for . ourselves ?! m ffo^^t 
nowyOIiordi thou art our Fbthe[r^;» wei ^m ^ 
cla^$::aild thou our potter ; and we are a}lrth^>w^(Hifc 
^ithj band ;" r whei^fbire^ then^ i^uld- w^^^ititmuv 
ai the 1 visitations of thy providence? If Hwetwe^a 
notiaotuated by! a biliad self4ove !to 0ii«ilrlook^w 
own di^mentsji and would only consideiCiftbajeiviii^ 
wlkidt|isoofteabefallusi as. an. equitable ohai^ttse- 
m^iifoir. our offences^ we $hould' bb. lesa (deposed 
to/rbt)in6^t(Mrhatt are .so iiequently anptsideredito 
beitbeftoffiotio&s 4^airi^$tjiisiProyid^Q^^ )lffwe 
wptild but ^irtberitiqimder/how^eathe s^lvdife 
tlial$ljviiiic^w<t)mwtt^tb>l^ (theckanto 
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from overlooking our own d^nerits ; from aa mr- 
kogant assumption of rights whieh^ under no 
circumstances, can bekmg to us ; and front dosing 
our hearts against the awful truth, that tbd^tAl* 
mighty can punish as well as forgive. 

By overlooking our dwn demerits, we frequielitly 
fall into a dtogerous; nay, it may be, into a fatid 
iefron We consider not that '' out of the mouth 
of the Lord proceedeth not evil and good ;" but 
Iwhilst, indeed, we ought to know him to be the 
srholei sum and substance of the latter, we are apt 
4» ^ribelto him those evils which originate with 
outselv^s. We presume to murmur against the 
liiighty' Majesty on high, because that cup is 
bitiieif which we ourselves have drugged. There 
aeem^ : to >be but too many of the malowtents 
^molig us,- who reason upon the occurrences of iHCe 
dsi if they had been called into existence merely to 
be the spdrt of a capricious Providence: tol pacts 
through a career of '^ mourning and woe,** and to 
hi forced at last into an uncertain eternity :-~neyer 
:choosmg for a moment to consider that everlajMrag 
happiness is the purpose for which they W^re 
lulled to life from the dust, and that the trials jof 
^tliis world are only a preparatory ordeal, iUi^taaa* 
ing through which they are to fit and pr4|toe 
themselves lor the felicities of a better, ^^ Malrvel 
not at tMs; for the hour is coming in ihe wbi^h 
all that are in the grave shall hear ti^ voice(k>f 
tbe Son of Godi and shall. ooma^fortb'; thejiT^that 
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hafve done goody unto the resurrection of life ; and 
they that hftte done evil^ unto the jwsurrectiQttof 
damiwtion.'* So that> while we axe foraied for 
eiemdl Mfe; it \s certain thait we may bring upon 
ourselves eternal death. / u 

' There are manjr who a£feet surprise that aH in- 
finitely wise and just Gody who could hifve* bo obn^- 
Stituted them as to be above the reach df peraonol 
Isvils^ should still have endued them with a{)pdtities 
and desire which it is so difficult to contarol^iahd 
yet attach so tremendous a peiiaky as werhbt&ig 
tlisery to an unlimited indulgi^ee^< iSiode^o)^ 
ments which their nature so strongly soli<^!(i >^But 
let such consider that the Almighty hasi6n]yinuide 
use' of means to an end. He has d^gbed ttlah 
for perpetuity of bliss> and imposed xki Mm^^oiie 
genieral law as the tisrms upon which alone^his^tiB 
tb tie obtained^— namely^ the law of Obedientej He 
has fimiished him with the< power and meaiils >of 
dbiUptianoe. He has off^ed him abundant tbotii^ieb^; 
Mid though difficulties unquestionably lie iu' ick 
!Wtay; s<£Qy who shall say th4t the ultimate rewaird 
will not infiiiitely overpay tiie stru^les undergone 
In obtainii^ it; when the glories of etertiity shall be 
UttJ^lded to him« where he shall evermore '^ dw^ll 
Mlii^^aiid^ shall be quiet from fear of epril*^ i 
U'^hki such also furi^r reflect^ that without ^o^- 
Bitiwup there could be no^ law; that without law^ 
'«i^M't;odkl be'iib>!di)edience9 and that without 
fob*diatiie tto(i<coQld>by^Mifi( authority: ThhrWoidd 
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be ^tor icotifoUhd iidl distinctioti9 betwhst^reator. and 
i^Mted^'^iiiiie^ i^tbout authority^ there ocmld' be 
^ supd^iemiUiy; and if there were no supremacy 
tihfer^ ebtild W lid Gdd: ' ^ ' i 

If; 'Indited/ there were «o life beyond thepre- 
stttfrt; t6H^iy affiction by which we might be over- 
tiiketi Would undoubtefdly be a grievous andunne^ 
iBsskry etBfs^e, and they who except against the 
di^li'i^atibris of Providence^ might then offer some 
iikb/w of reason foi* tfieir temerity. But as there 
Ps^^'^tt 'feiisTtiehce ' t^ • cowie, wherein the extremes' of 

• 

jf6^'tlM^^l^adi|^si? will be realized; and it depends 
hp&h ♦ < ttie' '- determinations of Almighty . wisdom 
Whethfeif th&t existence shaB be eternally happy t>r 
SftJrriMly-^Wiserable> according as we render our^ 
sfett^eb'^fity 'through God's assistance, to enjoy the 
Mi^teS'bf the one, or to undergo the misferies'of 
th^Tother^^^-wfe cannot surely justly complain 'if iwe 
fit^S iwt rewarded for doing evil, when we a^e ^ett- 
db^iH^d^^ith a sufficient capa^ty to do godd; SfaaU 
we^foWjietthat^it is of the Lord's meretesr that 
W& ^re 'tioVl consumed, because his compassionsi fail 
11^"^ s^^jWherdfore, then, doth a livinginan «om- 
^^ktttiyW tnxsk for the punishment of his sins?^- ^ 
-'♦^if^'We aire capable of resistirigouriCorruplt^'de- 
iiteBU^nd^Ttothirig really is impoi^ed upon li^' but 
vA^t we= are well "^able U> perform— why should > we 
ftMldo so, if Mfchat'Almiighty Being who filmed) us, 
tiikikti Sit to' make this a ciMnditioii' of oui^ ^oep^ 
titee^ with him ? As he bestows the rfewird^ will 
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any one presume to quastipR hisi.righl^vtOrifi3(>,tho 
terms upon wkieh. :^»si)j it h\ to^he obt4in^i*h m^ 
havQ]¥i^ jany righttto complain; when/ tlie^(Q]^ji|ce<^i 
left us of refusing or accepting^ th^m9 i^-^Jhey imi^ 
far. from bcdng^beyond .our. powe^r lof |qQ];^p)iafice^ 
and we all know the alternative of ow p^gl^c^w^ 
to 6mbraee th^n. ^' Shall we; receiyeigo^s^t^)^^ 
hand of (jod^ and shall we not recjeiye<wl?v fi^fW 
siiifiidrs-Ti^nd we are all. suchrrrepcpecli^itc^i^iri^qepf^ 
oi»^2^iof the ^ne,. ajid nothingi ojf th^^.q^Ji^ % A»4 
have we any juat reason tqi repia^^.nph^RrWfti^ipft 
ccodtua^ually ^'receiving good^' :fi^m t^t ^iCMPfiyy^ 
anioutraged God; to which, wp never, leaner jpr^t^rtpj^ 
the / 6%htesti plea of: desert .;> (and ^\mii tth^f j:^^^ 
wevundergo^ more than probably originP't^i^dHIl) 
own mjisdeeds? .. Should we. bei disoontenlie^^)^ 
causes the. Almighty, permits the punl^hmdp^flA 
visitj \ u» i whieh we .prepare for cMtfseives ?{ , i fVo^t 
nowyOLord^ thou art our Fatheiriwej awft An 
cbi^frtacld thou our potter ; and we axe aU i1^0)¥i}9iil^ 
oithy hand;" /wheifefoire, th^i^ eihould-w^^ujtmw 
aiitheivisitc^tions of thy providence }> MuYf^m^i^ 
notitiotu^ed by! a blind setf4ove to O^v^loott'wir 
own di^merits^i and would only consider! i the j^i^ 
wilvidti (SO often befall usi as. an eqmtaUe ohaisttse- 
mehtsforour o&nces^ we $houldbie.les$ disposed 
to/rbt^ine^atiiwhat^are .SQ irequeirtly ccmsid^edfto 
bftf the rmfliotions' qi a irigioTims \ Provid^cet Mfm 
w)3Kild but lurtheriCi^nsider/ how^ictften^jt^ s«(v($ile 
tiMliifKJbii^ Wiiimwtt^thtike^ abt/^ai^ i^^ckai^to 
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our .delinquencies ; kcKV often tfa^ lead^us^tb 
r^ntance^ and ooiake way for the entrance ot the 
Holy Spirit >into pur hearts^ we should rather 'ad^re 
the hwd that dbastens us^ than endujre in Hiull^i^ 
discontent those stripes which axe administeved «k^ 
u& for good; ^'^ 

;ShaU. WQ — eoM we forget that the Sanour^wiu) 
hedame man's substitute unto death for the icP. 
mission of sins — who^ djdng^ was *^ made a curse for 
us>f • that we, through him, might Uve--can we foiv' 
gqtrtha?kihe'>u£fered, without a murmur, the slai^ 
ders)of hisiiei^iemies, the reproaches of those who 
condwilned Mm? — that he was scourged, tod» 
buffeted, and mocked 2 — that he was pubhcly sti^ 
matized^ DBviled, and scorned ?-r-that he was pto^ 
nouBced an impostor, a blasphemer, and unm^oi-^ 
fuUyA4tauidered? Shall we forget this, and thefr 
repine at what we suffer ? Did not this holy Apos^ 
ties, whcMn he appcmited to propagate his gosp^ 
cheerfully undergo^ for his sake who died for t^m^' 
hardships, prirations, and terrible deaths ? H&m 
were the prophets iand saints of still e^i^r tilmsir 
afflicted I '* Had they not trial of cruel mocking 
and 8C(Hurgings, yea> moreover, of bonds 'anid tit!^ 
prisonments 2 They were stoned> they were towii- 
asunder^ were tempted, were slain with the swt^t^^ 
They wandered about in sheepskms ajid goatekitfsi^ 
being destitute, afflicted^ tormented— (tf whom^ tibt^, 
wodd was not worthy." Though they encountn^ed 
trouUfis beyond parallel in tbe histories of men. 



they> n^verthdbtt^ i submitted with patienfc «ndu*^ 
ranee ta these temporary sufifering^^ knowing t^j 
beyond the confines of this passing world, there > Li 
n0!tnorei affliction for the righteo«b^ but ^ joy fi^ 
everauNDe*" • ; ;- !^ 

If we would only remember that we are but 
*^ strangers and pilgruns upon earth/ jouriieyihg 
through a strange land, to an etemid home; that 
^'hiere we hflve no continuing city, but seek <m 
to come," we should, perhaps, be better recoilcflad' 
to those crosses which, so contin^ially imteirup^ 
our quiet; since our reas(m must naturally. teaclk> 
us that no journey of length is to be ^per£bvhied» 
without difficulties and dangers. Will xiQit a Ihin 
veU^r frequently quit the land of lus £grfh(eirs,iand} 
enoouBter, with exemplary fortitude, the hdrroirs o£ 
storm jand shipwreck by sea, or the perils oi robbdisi^' 
assasMns, and wild beasts by land, looking forwa^ 
to a joyous return to that home where iedl hia' 
happiness its centered, as a fall and suffidbntipteonl'^ 
pens$ for the trials he has undergone I Ai^d' fAudli 
we mfurmUr at the difficulties which we ipaecft with 
on our journey to the '^ Paradise ci God,'' wh^ 
th^y bhall be enriched with the fiill harvest of Ins 
blessings, who finbh their course according to the; 
c<mdit|ontf prescribed by Him for their exaltatioii 
intO.iUs glory I If we sometimes suffer in tMi 
joibm^y, are we not amply, repaid by the endless 
diveriities which it furnishes 2 and do not the litde 
peri^tities of life ftequeibtly impart a savour U 



64 MURMURING AOAINST 

the enjoyments which follow them ? Have we not 
courage^ in our Christian race, to start fairly for 
the prize, only because it is necessary that w^ 
should be trained for the race, '^ keep our bodies 
under,** and submit to a necessary though somewhat 
troublesome discipline ? How can we expect *' so to 
run that we may obtain," if we do not act up to the 
conditions of the course ? and what cause have we 
of complaint, if we miss the reward appointed to 
those who successfully reach the goal ? *' Verily, 
there is a reward for the righteous," but they alome 
can obtain it who ''do justly, and love mercy, and 
walk humbly with their God/' 

I hayesaid,thatan arrogant assumption of rights, 
which under no circiunstances can belong to theux, 
is. another cause among others, why many murmur 
against the dispensations of Heaven. 

In all ages of the world, the rights of man have 
been maintained by some, who have chosen to 
imagine, or at least to assume, that human free- 
dom is under no control, but that man has the 
natural privilege of exercising a discretionary 
power over those means which are within > his 
reach, in order to satisfy his own desires, and to 
promote his own enjoyments, '' They conunend 
mirth," because, as they think, ''a man hath no 
better thing under the sun than to eat, and to 
drink, and to be merry." Any interference with 
their self-appointed privileges, they look upon as 
an invasion of their moral rights. It is no wonder 
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that siicfa should presume to murmur/ivKeh cala- 
mities overtake them in their Blind carfeer. They 
iittpttte to God dl the evils v^hich arise ft'orti the 
practice of their own licentious creed, and, to them- 
selves aH tlie good, of vrhich they can boast the 
participation. Looking upon sin as a necessary 
and unfdiling consequence of human infirniity, and 
over which their wills can have ho control, they 
exonerate themselves from the guilt of 'commis- 
sion, by embracing the impious doctrine of univer- 
sal necessity, maintaining to the vetf letfer 'the 
w^U-known maxim, that whatever i^, is ri^hl; yet, 
it will be manifest, that if this doctrine be Univer- 
sally true, there can be no verbng. If they suffer 
here, they have no remorse in ascribing their suf- 
ferings solely to Hini, who ''wills riot that any 

should perish," but chastens us in his mercy that 

• 
we inay "cry unto him in our trouble, imd He will 

hiair' us.** Can there, however, be an inconsistency 
sb manifest as that of complaining against th^ Very 
trouble which they so perversely originate ? Is the 
divine goodness to be qiiestioned, because it does 
not turn- their ei^ into good, arid violate its attri- 
butes to still their complainings ? Is it for them 
tb say, ""has God forgotten to be gracious,'* when 
thfey never take the pains to solicit his favour? 
We have frequently the power of removing our 
sortbwk, if we would but patiently exercise it ; and 
yet, w^e are apt to think, that the Almighty deals 
hardly with us by not taking our business upon 

F 
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himself. Disquietude of mind is a natural con<* 
sequence of depravity of manners ; and can any-^ 
thing be more preposterous than taxing the Al<* 
mighty as the author of this evil, when its removal 
is so obviously within our own power ? Suppose 
we admit it to be the punishment of sin ; we have 
still only to remit the cause^ and the penalty natu-* 
rally ceases. Abstain from evil^ and good must 
necessarily follow. 

Nor is this by any means an insurmountable 
difficulty ; since what one man can do, as far a« 
regards spiritual determinations, may undoubtedly 
be done by another. And if Enoch and Elijali 
became sufficiently pure from spiritual defilements^ 
to be translated from earth to heaven, withdut 
undergoing the pangs of dissolution, it is not beyond 
our power to become equally the objects of dii/me 
favour. '^ Oh EUias ! how wast thou honoured in 
thy wondrous deeds 1 and who may glory iika> 
unto thee !" It is true, that both these xneO' wer^ 
great and mighty in tiieir generations^ ^' fearing^ 
the Lord and walking in his ways.** Let us, hisW^ . 
ever> remember, that the means of becoming goadr 
moi, with which they were frunished, were hot 
gieater than those which we enjoy. '^ They w^m 
men of like passions with ourselves. They were 
tempted like as we are," and both liv^ ia tiafly^^ 
o£ peculiar depravity ; the latter especially m^ 
exposed to great difficulty and danger. They. bad 
the same ^littts of the flesh" to overoomeyiand Mly 
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die same motives to obedience as vrnhme. Th^ 
were exemplary m the midst of an eyil generations:^ 
so may we be. They each fi^ed mider a dispeiia»>i 
tion far move imperfect than has been youchsafiMb 
to US5 aud yet they walked with God, and w^ere 
obedient to his I&ws. They were not without their 
afflictions r EKjah particularly endured much and 
eflen ; but he bore his sufferings meekly, for the 
law of the Lord was written in his heart. It is^ 
indeed, true> that eabonities sometimes rest heavy 
upon those whose days hsre been past m hmniUty 
of spirit, and ^ righteousness of tife.'^ ^Both the 
i%hteous, and the wise, and their works, are in the 
hand of Godw AQ things come alike to alL** 

The loss of friendc^ fortune, children, health,. 
may fidl with combined force upon the best of 
men. ■ ' The oblociuT of a censorious world mar 
reach >Ms xJ^l a«d nungle its vacation. wi& 
the isiofrows of his heart. But has he^ even \mde» 
these uniiled afflictions, any right to cpmj^bin whfitt 
hiS'sias have deserved . them aU, and in the midst 
of his trials God is still his protector ? '^The Lord 
is ow light, «id omr salvation, whom then slwU 
we (fear ? ^th(9 Lord is the str«[igth>o{ our Mfe, of 
whom tl^n shall we be afraid T Is ha not in a far 
mor6 enviiable conditioii than that man whom his 
Makei* has ^onak&n^ even though the latter should 
^loj^ aU' the ^easutos el earth unmixed ? The 
hea^fie^*' of human calaipities^^^nay, all the eonv# 
bined erfUs with whidb tins mfirmities of Jiatura 

f2 
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can assail a good man^ are as diist in the balance 
comjpared with the solitary horrors of a guilty con- 
science. Does he suffer nothing who is haunted 
by apprehensions^ and who dares not retire to hold 
private connnunings with his own bosom^ lest he 
should be affirighted with the testimony of his guilt 
recorded there ? Who can lay his hand upon his 
hearty and say; that he has done nothing to de- 
serve the chastisement of heaven ? '^ If God spared 
not his own son, who knew no sin,** why should we 
complain at the punishment of our transgressions ? 

A fiirther cause to which I ascribed a disposition 
to murmur against Providence, is, closing our 
hearts against the awful truth that the Almighty 
can punish as well as forgive. 

In estimating the attributes of him, who 
*^ breathed into our nostrils the breath of life," we 
are fondly apt to measure those only, through 
all their boundless influences, which establish 
tW Almighty character as one of infinite bene- 
ficence and long suffering. We delight in the 
assurance, that '' to the Lord our God belong 
mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled 
against him,* and often foolishly sink into security 
whilst the enemy is '^ within our gates." We dwell 
with ardour upon God*s gracious promises; we 
remember with exultation his own declaration^ 
"I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee ;** whilst 
we are too prone to forget the conditions upon 
which these promises are built. Many fancy that 
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their guilt cannot extend beyond . the teaich of the 
divine forgiveness ; that^ '^ though their sins be. as 
scarlet^ they shall be white as snow^ though they 
be red like crimson^ they shall be ^as wool :" for- 
getting that before this can happen^ it is com- 
manded^ '^ wash ye and make you dean^ and put 
away your evil doings from before mine eyes." 
They are backward to conceive how the anger of 
Xjod can be kindled against such comparatively 
insignifican j; beings as themselves^ who^ with all their 
£Ekults> are, in their own judgments, not sujBBiciently 
guilty to deserve the punishment denounced against 
those, who, in the magnificent imagery of the 
prophet, ^^ shall be as tow, and the maker of it as 
a spark, and they shall both burn together, and 
none shall quench them.** 

With such mistaken impressions of the divine 
character, they are apt to think themselves hardly 
dealt with, if they suffer more than they may 
happen to imagme justly apportioned to— what 
they would term — their venial offences. They deny 
themselves no enjoyments ; for all enjoyments. are 
in their view innocent, or, at least pardonable, but 
^till go quietly on in. their sins, under the.unwar- 
rantalde presumption that their Creator is too 
inerciful to punish eternally, when he has declared 
himsdtf so ready to forgive. They ought not, how- 
jsiver, to. forget, in estimating his boundless perfec- 
tiwsy th^t immutable justice, as well as mercy, is 
onet of; his (essential attributes : that God cannot 



70 iHniMURING AGAINST 

be UicoMurteiit with Umself ; and that the sinner 
must sorrow as well as the righteous rejoice. 
Would he not Tiolate the laws of his Providence—* 
nay, would he not suUy his divine perfections, if he 
were to make no distinction between those who 
hear and obey his voice, and the '' workers erf 
iniquity"? Shall He pronounce a decree and 
sufier it to be broken with impunity ? Or can we 
imagine, that he has ever declared a determinatioa 
which he will not execute 2 With him there torn 
be no change. What He has said must be, or tfa^re 
is no truth in Heaven. Shall we then, after he has 
expressly laid down the conditions of his fsiWat, 
and condescended to come among us as a suffering 
tnan, and make atonement for us by the sacri^oe 
of himself ; shall we, af);^ this, complain, if we 
xmdergo some afBictions here, when our disobe^ 
dience is so frequent, our ingratitude so mam&st^ 
and our sinfulness so fls^rant ? Had we not modi 
better suffer in time than in eternity ? And hovir 
know we, but that the very sorrows at which wfe 
Tepine in this life, may draw us aside from thb 
broad way, that leads to those dreary abodes 
where the guilty shall sorrow for ever ! The Al- 
mighty is merciftil, even in his chastisemeirts, tot 
** whom he loveth he chasteneth ;" and, but for thia 
timely correction, they might still continue in their 
-sins, and become finally aliens :&om the kingdom 
of heaven. '^ Wherefore, then, doth a living man 
complain, « man far the punishment of his mn$V 
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If we could^ for one moment^ take a glance into 
the divine councils^ and should discover that our 
punishment here was applied for our benefit here- 
after^ lyhat should we then say to the presumption 
of our complaints 2 How shoijld we be confounded 
and put to shame^ at perceiving we had mur- 
mured i^ainst Him who was leading us through 
the rough paths of temporal woe, to the glorious 
goal of our salvation; when the smopther way, 
which would have been our own upgoverned choice, 
could have onHy. conducted ^ Ijhe regions of eternal 
death* The thistle, it is true, wiH be frequently 
found in the most wholesonae pastjores, but we 
had better occasionally pluck it to our momentary 
inconvenience, receiving from it a caution of warn- 
ing and reproof, than gather from the hothouse of 
hw^nrj those forced blossoms, whose brilliancy and 
perfume, while they captivate the eye and intoxicate 
th^ sense, oaly allure us onward tp our ruin. 

Let ns, then, trust in the Lord amidst all 
the vicissitudes of that brief but probationary 
period allotted to this life. Let iiot our hearts be 
sad, for '' thqre is joy to them that mourn." Let 
us " cease tp do evil," for '^ her way goeth down 
to the chambers of death." '^ Come and let us 
return unto the Lord, for He hath torn, and He 
will heal us ; He hath smitten, and He will bind 
us up. For I have no pleasure in the death of 
him that dieth, saith the Lord God, wherefore 
turn yourselves and live." 
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SERMON V. 



ON EVIL SPEAKING. 



Epistle general of St. James, iv. 11. 

" Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speak- 
eth evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh 
evil of the law, and judgeth the law ; but if thou judge 
the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge." 



We find, that among the religious precepts 
which are conveyed to us in the Scriptures of the 
New Testament, many of the social virtues are 
included as of paramount importance in the great 
work of salvation ; and in the epistle, more espe- 
cially, to which you have been just referred, 
several of these virtues are strongly pressed upon 
us by a caution to refrain from their opposite 
vices. We should always bear in mind, that in 
every important work, we must first learn to per- 
form the less, before we can hope to accomplish the 
greater ; and upon this maxim we shall find that 
we never can successfully practise the more im- 
perative duties of Christianity, whilst we alto- 
gether pass over those which, although, singly 
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SERMON V. 



ON EVIL LEAKING. 



£nSTI.B GSVSKAL OF St« JaMKS, IT. 11. 

" Speak not evil one of anodier, I wret hi ea. He dnt iped^- 
eth evil of hb Inrodier, and jvd^edi bk broth er , ifirakrtfc 
evflof diekw, andjad^ellilbe bw; Wit if Aoa jad^ 
the law, tlioa art not a doer of ibe law, bat a jadgr ** 



We find, diat amoDg Iht idigioiis p tf icqiU 
which are omvejed to us in tlie Sci ipUu ct of Ae 
New Testamenty inai^ of the aodal mtno are 
included as of panmioiiiit in^ortaBce m At gnat 
work of sahatioD ; and m the gpbdf, naote eipe- 
dally^ to windi joa bare been jwt lefermi^ 
several of tliese Tirtees aie ilmingli pteHed iqKHs 
us bj a cantiaQ to lefeun horn Am pppaMfe 
Tioes. We sboidd ahr^ bear m wimi^ dbat jbi 
every in^ortant wotk, ve nnit fint kans to per- 
form the leas^ befixe ve ca bope to arcnnffiiii tfe 
greater; and i^on Ibis nMnaai «e dnB iwi dbat 
we never can saeeesfidlf psactiae fbe wmm^ m^ 
perathre dniica of Ommimki, vbist v^ aJto- 
gethor 
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SERMON V. 



ON EVIL SPEAKING. 



Epistle general of St. James, iv. 11. 

" Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speak- 
eth evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh 
evil of the law, and judgeth the law ; but if thou judge 
the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge." 



We find, that among the religious precepts 
which are conveyed to us in the Scriptures of the 
New Testament, many of the social virtues are 
included as of paramount importance in the great 
work of salvation ; and in the epistle, more espe^- 
cially, to which you have been just referred> 
several of these virtues are strongly pressed upon 
us by a caution to refrain from their opposite 
vices. We should always bear in mind, that in 
every important work, we must first learn to per- 
form the less, before we can hope to accomplish the 
greater ; and upon this maxim we shall find that 
we never can successfully practise the more im- 
perative duties of Christianity, whilst we alto- 
gether pass over those which, although, singly 
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viewed^ they may appear inconsiderable^ combine, 
nevertheless^ the elements of every virtue, and in 
their aggregate, when blended with that spirit of 
devotion which looks up to the expiatory sacrifice 
of a Redeemer as the foundation of all our glo- 
rious prospects in eternity, form the most perfect 
charactensi among the sons of men. 

There are many failings which, among lax mo- 
ralists, pass current as venial offences, or, at the 
worst, but as those effervescences of constitution, 
tempbry or habit, upon which the heart having no 
deliberate influence, ^ey cannot, according to 
tifieii: <dootrine, belaid to the charge of a vicious 
inolihation, or of corrupt motives. But, whatever 
stiteileties the casuist may advance to gloss over 
theiifattrngs of human nature, this simple tmth 
1viU< overturn all his vain distinctions between 
aetoal and venial sins, that whatever we know td 
he4vrbng, it eamiot be rigJU to do, and to^ do 
idiat wie are satisfied is not right, must be, under 
iny icircumstances, a sin. No casuistry, however 
dpecious^ can alter the determinate characters pf 
mooral igooi and evil. The practice, theu> against 
which we are cautioned in the texty is, speaking 
j0vii one of another ; a practice, indeed, but -too 
prevalent among us, and but commonly so Ugiitly 
regarded lus to be considered rather one of ihe 
iiUowable recreations of life, thaiii a vice Miiicb 
involves consequences often fatal to the hap|>inea8 
of individuals and to the peace of aociaty* Itbas 



ON BVIL SPEAKING. T5 

been said by a wise mmn, ^ many fanve fitlien bf 
the edge of the sword, but not so many^ as' have 
&llen by Ae tongue." . . 

The consequences of diander, aLtiyongh^ they 
may appear to be reinote and jndi£fei«it^ are but 
too frequently mstant and terrible. And, surely^ 
upon the general consequences' .which i&Uow ^from 
^neral actions, wUl dep^od th^ relative* virtue 
or iniquity. If this proposition be triffii ai^ I 
know of no argument that can show it to be,£ilse, 
wantonly to speak ^evil of anoi^er iniist^is^ 
no inconsiderable obliquity &£ xmai^ wheoJthe 
slightest reflecti.on cannot but point out ^ to Us how 
lamentable have be^i the issues of ?this unohloi^ 
table practice in vaasoY instances of ahnost ^daily 
occurrence. How often hare the ihot:jaudiifier]r 
resentments of those who have been ui!iaccus4x)itied 
to im^se a restraint upon their tempers^ tdoose 
ardent spirits would rather be :£wuliar.iyi^ daa- 
gers than run on the course oi £fe smootMyifiAd 
at ease — how c^ten have such pm^ansi tisriied 
upon l^e /jdanderer their terrible vieogeanoe^ and 
wiped. out the stains oi mjured honotr' in j their 
de£akner^ blood } How often ^q.- rthe. ^his^ 
pers of oalumiiy generate that fat^l stidfoi wltioh 
so frequ^i% ends m sancticaied» or, at leasts ^ to* 
terated murdeiwrsaiictianed by tisie laws <tf poiyish*- 
ed £fe, altho«igh a ^direct violation x)£ the express 
law of the iand !' Theseare, I might say> daily 
occuxrenoes among m^ and yet the voioe of defieip 
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mation ceases not. to be, heard. It is listened to 
with complacency, and ite bold. assertions are often 
much more readily credited than that defence 
which the injured object of its malice may set up 
Ugainst them. The human hearty probably from 
a consciousness of its own infirmities^ is much 
more disposed^ generally^ to credit evil than good 
of another .^ and it is upon this weakness of our 
nature that the slanderer practises^ to effect his 
disingenuous purposes. But we should neyer fail 
to bear in.: mind that we^ who think ill of another^ 
wiJkhdttt being well assured that our judgments are 
just, are quite as culpable, taking the matter in' a 
rdsgSoUs Yiew> as he who speaks ill of another : 
tftie physical injury may, indeed, be less, but the 
moD^l itijuty will certainly be the same. 

' Little as we may think of evil speaking, gene- 
'Cilly>' it is by no means a transient or inconsider- 
able evil, even under its most apparently inoffenr 
sive modifications. It certainly never does good ; 
we may:. therefore justly suspect that it must 
always do mischief. For where do we find the 
WiOrks or devices of men to be so nicely adjusted 
that the balaXice shall incline neither to good ncnr 
evil)? Besides, the absence of evil is a positive 
giQK)d|, while the absence of good is a po8itive>^vU» 

f'f' Where no wood is," says Solomon, ''there the 
fii1e;'goeth out; soj' where there is no tale*bearer^ 
the strife ceaseth*" : Whence this inference, arises^ 
that if no ealumnies-were encouraged among us. 
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there would be no disunion^ and^ in that case^ many 
of the heaviest miseries which we undergo in this 
world would be utterly unknown ; since it is the 
strifes and disunions in human societies which 
originate some among the worst trials of this 
mortal state. Surely this consideration is alone of 
sufficient importance to induce a hatred of evil- 
speaking, even under circumstances where the par- 
ties, against whom our strictures may bei directed, 
are of questionable virtue; since we can have no 
more right to wrong a wicked than a«good^ man, 
which we certainly do by' speaking evil 'Cff^hnm* 
By traducing any one, from mere report oar con- 
jecture, we assert what we do hot positivelyfcnow 
to be true ; and, even if it should hi^enito be 
true, only by hazard, we nevertheless do the party 
wrong, inasmuch as what we have said of him 
might have been false, and to expose him to the 
chance of injury, is, in itself, an injury. ' > 

We are not to imagine, because amlin may be 
depraved, be it in whatever degree; illiat we are 
thereby justified in calumniating YAm.^ Our- detes- 
tation of his vices arms us with no judicial andio- 
rity to condemn him. It is not for sinners^ to 
judge sinners. Where can be the moral equity in 
transgressors pronouncing sentence against the 
transgressing ? ' I do not, of course, apply this* 
argument to a condemhatiovt of crimes cognizable 
by human' laws, since here is a delegated authority 
to judjge— an authority acknowledged by all dvi- 
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lized sodetie6> And saenctioned by God hinnelf v 
I refer only to moial judgmeaots. Andirfho> amon^ 
the lapsed posterity of Adam^ shall arrog«tj^ to 
himself' a fitness of condition to throw the Br$t 
stone, for ^ who can say I have made my facmt 
clean, aond am pure fiom my sin"? ** Who art 
thou,*^ : asks llie Apostk, ''that judgest another 
man's servtot? to his own master he standeth or 
fallekhi? And' we should do well to bear in mind^ 
diat he whom wa condemn may be an object of 
diniuiBBi mercy, even although to us he appear past 
ho|)e;'aadicait we think that there is no rai iid 
judging whom God shall accept ? '' Therefore airi 
thou* inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art tfai4^ 
juBgefirici for wherein thou judgest another, thou 
condenmestvtiiyself ; feir thou that judgest doest 
the^ same things.^ - ) s :. 

Uh indeed a humiliating reflection, that evM 
the very best among us cannot justly condenaBi 
another, because we are, like him, guilty before 
God V diffehring, not in kind, but only in de^rte; 
And are we not directly commanded by the SaM 
vbur to ''east the beam out of our ovm^efp,^ 
before we attempt to " fduck out the mote tiiat it' 
in our brother^s eye " t "By speaking erwl, teo, ^of 
out brother, and judging our brother, we speaiist 
evil of^ the law and judge the law." That is^ aoX 
cording to the Apostle's argument, we condeobu 
the>law of Moses and <lie gospel of Christ; *M 
insufficdent to realiie tlie purpostes for whiek 'the3r 
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were respectirely promiilgated. As if the punish- 
ments thermn denomiced i^ainst sinnei^ wer^'ki* 
adequate^ and we therefore take upoo ourselves iti 
make up the diofieien^ hy our erude>aiifl impevfiDCt 
judgAiaits. . K jf 

If every mart were at liberty to set up a tribimal 
of his own^ and call before it the ftcults and.mis* 
carria^ ef his neighbours^ would tiot this becto 
trendi upon the authority of Him who /is appoiMM 
ed to pteside a^ that final investigation^ wbefei th6* 
grand audit shall be closed betwisBt.manrflndilni) 
Maker 1 Would it not be to inter£»e bdtveeeiDl^ 
Almighty and his creatures t^ toineult <fff9t>byi 
assuming, as it were, his audiority/and^to (wron^< 
them by subjecting them to a bUnd aiid: litte[dy, 
uftGompetent judgment? Can we tMnkf thftDllarw 
and the gospel, which have put fot& sudxatembl^ 
threateaings against sinn^»» too restricted m thfeir 
denunciations upcm the guik of evil-*doers,) /that 
we add oUr eontumelidi^ as if to fill up a measura 
which Omniscience had left incomplete! tXjIanliv^^ 
put our hands upon our hearts, whilst we are tra/ 
ducing others^ and ecmsdientiously feel that ^(we 
are not in. the same condemnation'') -r .a^ 

If>.to judgot othem, be ^Ho judge the law^? as 
the cpncludkig woifds of the text dedare^ then he 
that ddetbiSo, '"'isnot a doer of the law, but: a 
ju^f€L»n H«?e we are placed^ upon a lev^ with 
transgiiesisbrsi of the law, by judgmg ^t as imper** 
feet wfkidk caioe Jrapoi tGoA ^ lomself, and thereby 
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Tiolating it, by presuming to imagine that we etti 
improve it, in supplying our censorious condennia- 
tions ; as if the law itself had not sufficiently coit- 
demned. If we constitute ourselves judges of the 
law, we plainly usurp a privilege which no created 
being could ever ri^tly pretend to ; and by thus 
daiming a presumptive authority, which is solely 
vested in God himself, we exalt ourselves, as it 
were, to an equality with Him. This is the drift 
of St. James's argument, in the words of our text. 

'^ Judge not,* says our blessed Saviour, " and ye 
shall not be judged ; condemn not, and ye shall' tybft 
be condemned.* And we are to note here> tiiat 
the implied affin!native will be as certain as the 
negative expressed : that is, if we judge, we lAiaU 
be judged; and if we condemn, we shall be 'codh 
demned. Our condemnation, too, under such cis^ 
cumstances, will be perfectly just ; since ^ Kte 
never can be in a condition to form an accnirate 
estimate of the good or evil predominant in sAy 
human hdart, so we can have no moral right^'to 
judge it. Our judgment is therefore a direct 
breach of the divine law, and^ consequently, teii- 
ders us subject to its penalties. " Judge' ndthing** 
then *' before the time until the Lord come, ilito 
shall make manifest the counsels of tiie heart.* >- 

If we refer to the conduct of Him who ^ knew 
no sin,* and Was, therefore, a competent judge of 
sintiers, because he was acquainted with their heart 
and all its secret springs of action, we shall every 
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where find how slow he was to condemn ; that he 
was not so sevece against any, as against those 
who set themselves up as judges of their fellow 
creatures, and arrogated to themselves a superior 
sanctity ; whilst they hesitated not to pronounce 
all who happened to differ from them in doctrine 
and practice as uiq>ious and accursed. Such, indeed, 
were severely rehuked by our blessed Lord: but 
let us turn to the scene where these sanctimonious 
pretenders brought before him, for condemnation, 
a wretched adulteress. Did he turn from her with 
contempt and reproaches 2 Did he taunt her with 
her infamy ? Did he hold her up to reprobation 
and scorn ? Did he shut her out from those sym- 
pathies which misery, under whatever aspect, 
claims from our common nature, or exclude her 
from those consolations which the contrite sinner 
never fails to receive from an offended but propi- 
tiated God? When, confounded and ashamed, 
the Scribes and Pharisees, who had made the ac- 
cusation against her, left '^ Jesus alone, and the 
woman standing in the midst, he said unto hf r. 
Woman, where are thine accusers ? hath no man 
condenmed thee ? She said. No man. Lord ; and 
Jesus said unto her. Neither do I condemn thee; 
go, and sin no more." 

Did he hesitate to make himself known to the 
Samaritan woman, because she had led an irregular 
and profligate life, seeing, as he did, within her 
the principles of future good? Did he discard 

o 
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l^r from his presence^ when a knowledge of him 
might lecloim her ? Did he ever refuse to hold 
communioiL with publicans and sinners, when, con^ 
tritiofi rendered them fit objects of his condesoesH 
sion and favour ? Were even the unclean forfaiddeit 
to approach him ? Can we say, however, that . we 
judge of others with the same tenderness ? Does 
even the most eiumest repentance always win our 
favour or regain our lost esteem ? Will the bitter-r 
est tears > of contrition restore a fallen, forsaken 
creature to society, although the guilt of her ixiSL 
has probably been much less hers than another's-? 
Do we not dadly behdd the daring seducer receiy^ 
and caressed in the most polished circles of lif^^ 
n^hilst thc^ deceived and abandoned victim of bfti, 
passions is:exposed to neglect and infamy; driveili 
perhaps ta become familiar with the worst crimf^^it 
because absolutely excluded from all communion 
but with vice ? Is this reasonable, is it just? mayj 
is it in accwdance with the precepts of the gospel? r 
And yet, how loudly- is the voice of condenmatioA 
rmsed against those wretched beings, who ; Q(wfia. 
their fall to the arts of others, and their coDtinui^ 
ance in guilt, most frequently, to the aUbiorrenQ9 . 
with which they are almost universally treated : 
Who is there but speaks evil of them? Wii,0(j||- 
there but reproaches them? Who is there feplf 
despises them ? Nor will the most earnest coni^ . 
tion on their parts, reverse the fiat of popular cdn* 
denmation. Still they are God's creatures^ )M ^^ra 
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are — ^they arc Christians as we are ;— and who shall 
presume to say that they are beyond the reach of 
God's mercy ; more especially when we recollect 
that they have, for the most part, fallen- victims to 
the vices of others? I hope it will be remembered, 
that I am alluding here only to penitent sinners 
of this class. It is moreover a melmcholy iact> 
that although they are generally betrayed into 
guilt by the profligacy of our sex, they are too 
frequently continued in it by the neglect and re^ 
proaches of their own. 

To nmny, who judge with extreme rigour of 
such unfortunate beings, 1^ words of tlm prophet 
may be very justly applied : "Thou also, who hast 
judged thy sisters, bear thine own shame, for thy 
sins that thou hast committed more abominaUe 
than they : they are more righteous than thou.'' 

God forbid, that I should be thought to recom^ 
mend communion with revolting profligacy! Not 
there are states of daring and intractable deUn*** 
quency, from which female purity must shrink 
with consternation and abhorrence; but there are, 
nevertheless, conditions of guSt where virtue might 
step in to reclaim, instead of indulging in morose 
invective ^ and I have no hesitation in asserting, 
that, in all such cases, an endeavour to recover the 
deUnquent should supersede a dbposition to coih* 
demn. 

Let me not, however, be misunderstood : I trust 
I cannot be. The sanctity of the function in whkh 

g2 
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I appear before you^ the sacred character of ihe 
place in which I stand, must secure me against 
misrepresentation; let me, however, guard even 
against the po3sibility of misapprehension. I 
would, under no circumstances whatever^ en- 
courage even a seeming approbation of vice ; . I 
would, however, stimulate every attempt to pro- 
mote) a return to virtue. Repentance for past 
transgression, by whomsoever felt, is always to be 
respepted; and I must ever deprecate that cold 
and sinister moralityi which could wantonly aggra- 
vate, tj^iie mij^eries inseparable from guilt, by bitter 
reproaches, and. unfeeling accusations. 

My brethren,, the laws of God, the laws, of 
natu]:;al justice, forbid us to speak evil one of ao- 
other. Let us look even at the minor consequences 
which accrue from this disingenuous propensity^ 
and we nhall be satisfied that it is everywhere 
pregnant with evil results. It frequently disuiutes 
the closest ties; converts friendships into the most 
determinejd enmities; scatters discord among i^pu- 
lies; coi^ifounds the harmony of societies, and^, but 
tQp oft^^ accelerates the most malignant pa3^Qps 
of our perverted nature. Besides, if we cap^iiuUy 
trace, this propensity to its source,, we ishitiU,§j[i|iost 
invariably discover it to proceed fropa ^ome i^i^?* 
ous feeling, some lurking jealousy, by whiphi we 
should be ashamed to own ourselves excitedr It 
prevails too most commonly in narrow minds, which 
are unable to discriminate justly between the action 
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and the motive. ^^ From an action they presently 
look into the hearty and infer the motive. This 
supposed motive they conclude to be the ruling 
principle^ and pronounce at once concerning the 
whole character.*** Thus oftentimes^ upon no 
better foundation thaii conjecture^ or at best^upon 
the light afforded only by partial and imperfect 
views, they deliberately pass their sentence of con- 
demnation. 

How oft^n is defamation made the comtnoil 
business of life with those, whom wsiiit dt employ- 
ment, and that listlesshess which is eveif attendant 
upon an unoccupied mind, render motose; or 
whom a consciousness of demerit in themselves, 
urges to vent the overflowings of a /splenetic 
humoiir against the more conspicuous merits of 
others, who are happily free from the excitements 
of i^ch a warped and cankered spirit. Even 
where there may be just cause for censure, it 
would be well for us to embrace the advice of an 
inspired teacher — ^' Brethren, if a man be over- 
taken in a fault, ye, which are spiritual, restore 
stlch a oii^ in the spirit of meekness; considering 
thyself, lest thou also be tempted.* 
" T shall noW close the subject, in the words of a 
tnt^t* fliccomplished scholar and eloquent divine. 
^*'Ti(ie aged and the unfortunate, who have toiled 
through an unsuccessfril Ufe, with long experience 
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of the falsehood and fraud of evil men^ are apt to 
be the most severe in the opinions which they enter- 
tain of others. For such^ their circumstances may 
be allowed perhaps to form some degree of apo- 
logy. But if, in youth and prosperity, the same 
hard, suspicious spirit prevail; if they who are 
beginning the career of life, set out with all the 
scruples of distrust ; if, before they have had reason 
to complain of the world, they betray the diffi- 
dence of a jealous, or the malignity of a censoidaus 
mind, sad is the presage which may thence be 
drawn of their fixture dishonour. From such, you 
have nothing to look for that shall be either 
engaging in private life or respectable in public 
character. To youth, it particularly belongs to 
be generous in sentiment, candid in opinion^ 
undesignihg in behaviour, and open to the^ most 
favourable constructions of actions and conduct* 
Throughout all the stages of life, candour is'€»ii$ 
of the most honourable distinctions of the httman 
character : it is connected with magnanimity ; ttiJB 
justified by wisdom ; it is suitable to the relatioii 
in whidi we stand to one another. But if reason 
and humanity be insufficient to restrain us frinxi 
rash and uncharitable judgments, let that, awftil 
denunciation frequently resound in our ears, ^' He 
shall have judgment without mercy, who faath 
showed no mercy."* * 
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SERMON VI. 

OUR BODY THE TEMPLE OF TH^,HOLY 

GHOST. 
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1 Corinthians, vi. 19 & HO. 

''What, know ye not that your body is thie temple of the 

''Holy Ghost, which is in you, which ye bay^ of God, 

and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a 

price : therefore, glorify God in your body and in your 

spirit, which are God's." 



In the views which we are most commonly apt 
to take of the Diyine mercies^ we look but for 
the most part to such as are ejs;tenial; 'without 
paying a sufficient regard to tho^e silent^ but 
neverdid^s perceptible, disp^[)aation^j by whi<;h l^ 
right spirit is renewed within us^ and by whii^ Wis 
^^ who »were once darkness, are now become Ugbt 
in the Lord*"* The gifts and graces of God'jsi holy 
spirit are oommonly but too little con^ide^ed^iUi 
the light of gifts and graces. We aire apt to look 
u|}k)n them rather as the necessary and unolienable 
odusequences of our prayers, our piety, our devo- 
tion, than as the free gift of God, vouchsafed to 
that devotion, that piety, and those prayers. 
Without the assistance^ of th^ spirit, the Scriptures 
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plainly inform us that we can do nothing; that 
^' we have no power of ourselves," for it ib'** the 
spirit that helpiSfh our infirmities.** ''For we 
know not even what we should pray for' as *we* 
ought: hut the spirit itself maketh interce^fiiioli 
for us, with groanings which cannot be uttered/* 

In aH our religious meditations, it is really im- 
polrtkht that we should consider the graces which' 
we derive from God, as anlong fheir most worthy 
oHjectS. Because, unless we- view ourselves a;s' 
fallWi 'dr^tAi*es, ^as creatures condemned by laW* 
ak'MWi^s'hyiiiittire perfectly corrupt and innately 
hcSp^sfe",— ihat is] litterly incompetent by arty 
endeavours of otir 6wn merely, independent of tlje 
diViii^'^aig^cy, to' bring ourselves out of that state 
of bondage wherein we were held, until the pur* 
chfiy^^^bf d'Redeetner obtained our ransom; unless 
"'iv^^'^bok tb the hole of the pit whence we ara 
digged," and consider that we were " bom in sin;- 
ktfd, therefore, stand in lieed of redemptiottj'^ive 
can HaVe'tio just vifews of our state. And it is 
solely upon the doctrine of our natural corruption,; 
atifd'6drisfeq(tient utter incompetency to bui^ the 
btthdIS of ^mr ''iniquity,'* and exalt ourselves '^into 
the glorious liberty wherewith Christ has made^Ua 
frde,''^ilha<^ the main doctriii6 of the Chrisftan 
ftSVitation is t6 be maintained— namely, our » imi> 
dJiihp'fion by Christ ; that rock upon which the 
whdle feublime struirture 6f i our rfeligion rests; 'die 
foundation upon which all our hopes in eternity 
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are buUt ; the ark which bears us safely through 
the deluge of sin to the Ararat of God; the cdty 
of refuge, whither we flee for protectipn and pe^e 
from the perils of guilt and the trials of, temp- 
tation. 

To those^ indeed, who have taken little care to 
consider their spiritual condition in this life, or 
how intimate a connexion they have, or ought to 
havci with the Holy Spirit, the words of the text 
may be very fitly applied. ^^ What, ki^ow ye not 
that your body is the temple; of the ,H9Jy..Ghq$t, 
and that ye are not your own? Jfor y^ i^re. ibjpjught 
with a price : ■. therefore, glorify God^ in youj;;, body 
and in your spirit, which are GodV . 

Now> i&om these words, several very ]^Qpoi;tdnt 
considerations arise to us: — . i , ' ... 

First— That our bodies are set ap^rt and^ 
dieated to the. Holy Ghost,vwhich comes^o them 
from,God. : ^ •; 

.Secondly— And by consequence, that ''we ai;e 
not our x)wn,.for, we have been bought ..with, a 
price*'-' ' • 

Thiwily— ^;We shall consider how these are mi^ 
tives for glorifying God in our bodies and in pur 
^irite..., ...- 

r ThoxAighottt the whole of our blessed Saviour's 
discourses, where the influence of the Holy Spirit 
beoomes the subject of them, we find, that the 
abiding ^f this Holy Sj^it within us, is the only 
test of our sanctification, and, consequently, of our 
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fitness for stavation. In the Mowing words it is 
unequivocally declared. '^ But ye are not in the 
fleshy but in the spirit^ if so be that the spirit of 
God dwell in you. Now^ if any man have not the 
spirit of Christy he is none of his/' The operation 
of the spirit within us, is further confirmed by St. 
John^ ^^ Ye are of God^ little children^ and have 
overcome them ; because greater is he that is in 
you^ than he that is in the world." It will appear 
evident^ then^ that our bodies are intended for the 
habitation of the Holy Ghost. Whether or not 
he makes them his abode^ will rest with ourselves. 
But it surely will be manifest^ beyond a contradio* 
tion^ that we rise up in daring opposition to the 
designs of His divine will^ who first purchased our 
freedom from eternal deaths and our fealty to 
himself^ with his own most precious bloody where 
we exclude fi'om his prescribed abode that- divine 
director^ which^ according to his promise^ he has 
sent to us. 

Now, it wiU appear the more atrocious, that w© 
should exclude him from that temple wherein he 
was designed to abide with us, by polluting it with 
those corruptions, arising from the unlicensed in-^ 
dulgence of our carnal wills and affections, when 
we consider, that he abides there, not only as our 
ruler and guide, but also as our comforter. ** When 
the Comforter is come," says the Saviour, *' whom 
I will send unto you from the Father, even the 
spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father^ 
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he .will guide you into all truth/' This promise he 
has^ indeed^ literally fulfilled^ a^d ccmtinues still 
the merciful work of instruction^ to those who 
welcome his abiding within them^ and earnestly 
seek his communications. Are we stiU in our idns ? 
It is this influential and divine inteUigence which 
works within us, ^'both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure." Not either to will or to do, where 
we stubbornly resist his motions, — ^for we have 
certainly command over our own wills to do evil*-r- 
but, both, in all cases, where we cheriiih him as dhe 
accredited and rightful inmate of oi>yr heartSi, Aod 
hear what he does for those with whom he abides. 
^ He thai; searcheth the hearts, know6thi!^hajbui$ 
the mind of the spirit ; because, he makethtinteih 
cession for the saints according to the will oSQoAf 
so that he not only directs the minds of them 
that hear and obey him, but he o£fers up thermost 
effectual appeals to Heaven for them ;-^that isy he 
directs their appeals, and through him they never 
can be made in vain. He open$ the blinded €fyes 
of their understandings, that they may see where 
the sun of truth displays its glories, tibafc the 
''light of the glorious gospel" may shine into their 
hearts. This is> in fact, tihie sole di£Perence betwixt 
tbe infidel and the beUever, that the one has the 
spirit of truth shed abroad m ,his heart, whilst the 
other has it occupied only with the spirit of Mse- 
hood. The Holy Ghost illumines not the under- 
standing of the l^tteri because, be uniformly resists 
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his 'suggestions^ so that he is left to the dark mo- 
tions of his own bosom^ and is thus^ in the energetic 
words of St. Paul, "given over to strong delucdcHis 
to beUeve a lie.** These delusions, however, are of 
his own raising. If they finally lead him to ever* 
lasting ruin, he becomes the victim of his own 
obstinacy. ' 

We have said> that the Holy Ghost abides with 
us as a Cottifortcr. It was through him that ''the 
glad tidings of tlie gospel of peace " were orig^ 
naHy <;oi]fnhtiiiicdted ; and it is through him that 
thcjy ar^ rdcerved into the heart by faith. To him; 
th^r^fcire^ we are indebted for all the consolations 
which drfe derived to us from them. Ail that we 
obtaih' frofti hiiri, tends to make us happy in otav 
selvriiy*feihd 'to bur neighbours, and obedient --tcK 
tfardfe God'-, for ''the fruit of the spirit islloVtr, 
joyj ^iice, long suffering, gentleness, goodhess, 
faithfulness, meekness, temperance.** And Whwe 
is the real comfort accruing to us but thrimgh hife 
divine influence? Do we seek it in tte- toere 
ettjoymettts'bf the world ? Do we expect <b find 
it ih Its riches; its honours, its distinctio*is ? ' Do 
Vre calculate upon extracting it from reputatloti, 
ftDtti the homage and admiration of the few, tsOLd 
the hollow flatteries of the many ? Do we hope 
to secure it inindulging the affections of the carnal 
mind ? What, for the most part; do we derive 
from all these, especially the last? From the 
former, disappointments, vexations, perplexities, and 
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troubles ; from the latter^ simply temporary feel- 
ings of bodily gratification which^ as of ten as they 
are indulged^ give place to listlesaness^ apathy^ dis- 
satisfaction ; and often, where such, fire our only 
enjoyments, to sickening /disgust, , , , • . ( . r 

This must ever be the case where thps^ ar^ the 
exclusive pleasures after which we strive. 3eQattse, 
our enjoyments here can only i^lpart i^ . us teue 
and lasting satisfaction, whilst the hi?p(e pffb^ter 
and more enduring joys exists withii;!^ us ; . fyr\ ^re 
can be no true comfort in this Jijfe, T>«fe?fie ,)v? Jiave 
no further prospect, of it in,th©Jife,t9j^m9f,j .^^ 
though the joys of a her^^fte^^^x^^ y^};pfipj^^ 

neither^ indeed, to be defined >nfir.c9nceivp4];>f,W© 
know, nevertheless^ that they: wiUj jlpi^,-^ ji^^pite, 
imghty,.a»d interminable;. fpff « though ift doi not 
ye<f, appear what we shall be,** still, th^pi^gli, ,the 
kindimfluence of the Comforter, 'Iwe ^qw that 
whda>w^ shall appear, we shall be likc^. u^tQ God, 
for ^. shall see him as he is,*^. , , ., . r 

Those convictions which arise to uSy,Qfr4;he)QY^* 
tual fulfilment of the promises icontain^d . i^ the 
^spel, ar0 called into existence by th^ op^ation 
of the Hsoi^y Spirit alone, at once our comforter and 
sanctifier. And without this accession of th^ (divine 
n^eorcy, we^ should have *'no hope in, Christ ;*! and 
in the absence of, hope^ there must he the pre^ 
^ence of despair. . 

Now, when we consider how much we- are in- 
debted t to that heavenly monitor ^' whose temple 
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we are/ what shall be said of our obduracy in 
resisting his divine interposition ** to bring us from 
the ways of Satan unto God"? and yet how-oiftoA 
do we persist in '^ calling evil good, and good evdbt 
in putting darkness for light, and light for dark^ 
ness; in putting bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
bitter" !~Do we not grudge to give up many 
darling indulgences, or to stifle many favourite 
propensities, though we are positively assured that 
wei must either give up them or our chances -of' 
Heiven ? And thus, do we not resist the strivings 
of that spirit, which, -when we attend to its mo*; 
tioiss, '^ beareth witness with our spirit that we are^ 
thechiidreh of God; and if children, then heiib ; 
heiri'^'God and joint heirs with Christ : if so^be 
that wtf ^sufiei' with him, that we may be also glo^ 
rifled i together"? Now, if our bodies are^thirf 
toisple of the Holy Ghost,** and we deny hith 
access there by reason of the pollutions with which 
we suffer them to be defiled, is not this to defy^ 
to resist, and therefore sufficiently to ^' griev«e fhe 
Holy' Spirit of God, whereby we are sealed unM 
the day of redemption'*? Is it not to abandotf 
ourselves to ruin? for surely he will shield his. 
temple from destruction no longer than whilst ; it 
continues to be fit for his habitation. And how; 
shall we repair the ravages of sin when the oidy 
power that could repair them has withdrawn from 
us^ his iassiistance ? Let us remember, that- wherever 
we wantonly persist in sin, we drive him from hb 
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proper sanctuary within us ; and that^ wherever 
we grieve him, and exclude him fromour hearts, 
we infalliblj expose ourselves to the rilsk of etermai 
death. . ' ; i . . 

The secotid consideration whidii I !>am*> to Jay 
before you is, that '^ we are not oiu? own^ifor we 
have been bought with a price/^ Now, from thni 
doctrine, it will appear that we are. bdundy. upon 
every principle of law and equity, to extendpur, 
fealty to him by whom our freedom from spiritual 
and eternal death has been proDUDed« 'lievbal;? 
purchased us unto himself that he might Irnvt u)s 
as his own, that we might *^no ionger serve janSt 
" He gave himself for us, that he might; ^i^edeeni 
us from all iniquity, and purify untot Mmselfia' 
peculiai^ people, zealous of good works.T) We' anrej 
therefore, " not our own, for we have been bought 
with a price." Our services have been dearly pfaad 
for, a«id we defraud the purchaser wbenevar we 
withhold them. We can, consequently, hHw no 
right to swerve from those duties which he- has 
prescribed to us, because he has purchased hii 
claim to them. We are absolutely bound ta'per* 
form them, as well fot his glory as our own sal^ 
vation; and where We do exercise ourselves^in 
themi, las he has prescribed we should, they wfll 
most ^certainly end in both. 

^^ We are not our own,* I say agahi ; we are the 
Redeemer's by right of purchase ; not his slaves, 
indeed, but his servants, his chosen; for there can 
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be. no slaveiy in our subjection to biiii^ astMs-'^ral^ 
jbbtMik, mhese it » siacesre and complete,' ieeinrcM 
to UB freedom from evil^ which is the rery ppeife^ 
ticn of liberty; ' Subjection to him is a maihuniiMiMi 
fromUie tyitemy of sin, the mast AtgnUSill^ 
bondtgB'in which an inemiortal iiature can be hOU 
it is an mstaal assumption of ^ the liberty wfc^lfim 
with Christ has made us fr'ee ;'' a service ttf wkfcdl 
Heavta will he the everlasting reward. ' ' ^ 

>'»Thd vety jbct of eur not being '^ our own,*"' ifd- 
pfies.'tibe ratifietttion of tbeir freedom to thoiaewllio 
iriUf^y^stMid &str in the liberty to which C9MM 
has advismced thein ; because, whilst we were-ottt 
o#n,:wehver^ in bondage/and as long as yte^WfW 
aet};8S'if we were our own, we continue ouiMlriAl 
ia eaptlvity to the law of sin, and can cons^ueiitif 
haw^no title io that liberty whidi redounds- fad HA 
VBpon our obedience to the law of righteOiMKtIii 
^' Forasmuch as we know that we were lidt^iw(< 
de^naed mih corruptible things, as silver M)i ^d^ 
from our vain conversation, but with the pteeiMM 
blood of Glurist, as a lamb writhont Uendsk IMfd 
without spot f we must know that such a '(taf^ 
diase, as it has not been lightly considered '%J^ 
him yriH) made it, deserves much less to be lig|ti^ 
considered by those on whose bdialf it was mUdei^ 
Can any Christian deny that the pri<M^4lllft 
down by the Saviour for our rmtsom fre«ft^-tii6 
captivity of Satan, gives hhn a foil and snffieieriC 
daim to us as his servants and subjects ? Has lie 
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not a valid ttdsf to ow ebsdieiiceS €!iiB we^ on 
tfaej(96Mrar]r> jiistljr daim to oursielteo tmy right 
to net. is oppotitumrto 'die preoepta of hid hofy 
gpyqpdL2^ Why did he Ae ^ Was i« d^^ 
tbeiM»^$^iwaid have the pritflege of^ doii^if every^ 
iUfig that. nd^flrt heagiaeable to our «deaiicli^ of 
iettlag him at defianee^ hj ^^ TVOTfcm||iaBijqputf i«itk 
gretdiiiess^'^ apidthns fimmrdkig tte deBigtisiiof 
his ad versarj,? the devils )Wa6 it<thati«v^*ahd«dd 
^irerdt men. and more";: that^oifibiddHXHlitoit 
tin with; th# gMatot iaqpuliity jiiiMtf^iiie^'lhoiM 
abacdutdj trioii^ ili : wkkedHMtf; tthttt we should 
he rewaaded aa tibe abettotsiof >ticbf {Aril^ we 
ahonld'pilack the crown of iiBid(»italii^^*ftQaa.j^ 
\»0m»:sd r^fateoosnoBs^ in Older to/ipkcefitrnpOtt 
tiie<pcilhited head af guilts Nioi fi but: Jiej died 
fyc aU/^.^Vthat they^wfaioh liire;.diDi]h^ 
forwmd Uve ^into themflehres, biit 4iiita6 him i;A«lii 
di^^^r them andame agaia.** -■ : . . ^^ V* r 
I H: ^envmir hearts asBeti ^ liio aMHraoeea^^ 
^ seeped ithttt thcie wiU be no freedom^for'tflr 
hecealker^ wliidt dbes iaet depend ^upbii ew eo^ 
jeotiott te^ Chriit here^^ what meet we^.natwrafiy 
oei^dvida' of oiir oonditiiHi in a bettet worlds wIkq 
we «et ui dds ao p^rfeetly ef^ite te tiio0e)»»4 
ciplei^ BMNrdi. reetitude^ wMch cur conaaenees^ 
tibreoi^ the dtviiie'interpositio& of Hmr hearenly 
d^rectaf » ^sniggeat^ to ui to'bethettileof right! if 
we oiil^]p refltet on what the- Swrioor mSfenA 
for ua^before he coaU advanoe us to those blessed 

H 
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privileg^> which his death has procure foti ins ; 
if wt really betieve liiat he did so sufflbr ^iw xkB 
and for our^ salvation^'' we must acknowledge tbils 
liiey' f^; do r despite to the spirit of graeej atiA)|i|rt 
honk to ab qpto shame/'^ who: ^^ defile thetv.'fingdiii 
Ifith.'ikiiqiiiiyi:" and will any. honest heart, dfi^fs^ 
if> aftetr What the Lord God of our SdLvatioa km 
dcMie i£n>rlbeiili they ^^ aet at nought his eoun$e^'| 
thati tbdy deserve any better portion in the life^tKi 
eould^:thian' tiliat- wfa^ shall associate them mtibi 
flidse oatbasti sipizitsi>! whose doimnion^ whilst. Ahiji 
Vffrbd^)t]k0fi^esB pasfa enough to prefer to the : do^ 
tainidn;0f iiieir God? We may» indeed^ endeavotts 
to apemiiido omrselvies, that everlasting exdimiQii 
frdnirjtl^^fi^ybeities of Hearen^ is a punishmQntiiQi>9 
donuDbensuf dte with eren our most aggi^via^^ 
offences* i But how indispensable it. i$> ihatotfae 
eahd&datcifeir Heaven should be renewed in hi^wili 
ptaJ^dftom Ibeold leaven^ — ^thathe should b^wri9 
ff<a new* lump," *^holy and accq)tab)e untor^Q^ 
will feufficKffitly appear from the verya^wftili^mi^^ 
takieg \i)S Christ jfor the salvation of simneira.^ tUp 
Miirdiy b(^r would have suhmitjbedtawhaijile d^i^ 
if Ahejiiatifieation of the sinnei: weve tibhe>!u}Mi|i^e«9^ 
aad invarlabla consequence of divine mi^rcgr^.^tfiNlfT 
evern^ght be his guilt . The single drcttii^a^$Di0§ 
of the desKth ^ tiie Jgkm of God for the^ ^todf^pUMh 
tion of mantis sufficient to assure usof theceiptf^^ 
a& well (as the severity, <of our futfUre .punipfafiyent, 
if weshaUdai^ to jr€iider>hi»^«ic]^€aiiram^ >>^c^{ 
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' iThiiE^ i^ ' faring -me fo' what 'we bare -^ bsdy tq 
eonsider--i^w thfi visitations' of thetHoIjF^Gfaost^ 
and our redemption; by Christ, ave<^ mortives ^&m 
^gjUmfying God* in our bodies and* in our spiritg/^ 
The> flal;tering ' testimony which thf» Mssa^tj^ 
affords usy of his desiee^ that our bodiw shfMdd 
not be so defiled, as to render theni unJBit ftiMh^ 
pmily of Heaven^ is apparent' in t hii^ d)list]iutiiig» 
them the temple idf his Holy Spirits >i'Thife^'iS>^iif 
itself an evidence thaib lie ^esiresidieytshbuldite 
glimfied ; since what herhM himse^iE ctadfiBoendaft 
to di¥i^ in, or eren what he has fie)%neiiE fqi) Jiuj 
abode^ we never ean ^suppose ^ ^vn& ImstI bVanddned 
by him, willing a& h6>is 4b oeoajpif'^ vkj sd^hMSg)ifs at 
continues undefikd, and* is' Icept-ptbpiaited ^lor^hii 
presence.. Now^ without > the ^ spirit^^be ^miOaf^wi 
f' we 'are dead, because ; of sin^' and ^^can mmtihe 
made> ^^ alive unto G^,'' whilst ^ ibaikddn^irliy 
tiKM^mVisHide agent, by whom dbnief ^tli^>9^Etini^ 
aifmour of righteousness^ is put uponiiusi^n On 
thd othef liand, however; ^' if the /spirit' ^^H]tB; 
tftk raised i]^ Jesus from ihe deady^^^bpiif4M4 
Hte ttiat tdised' up Christ from th6^deid,Y4Attll 
alsi^ quickevi om* mortal bodies by Mi»4j^vi}idi 
dti^Iletfa> itt^' lis.'' Here, then> is si^ly^ mbtirf9 
suiS^i^il^ fi^r (mr gloitfying QoA • m * dur • bodies^ 
I^^re^deriiig them "fit for .^ tiie habitii^Km> of 'His 
b^litiess;" ■'•i'"<»*-;A ^'. '. -3 .. -ti-. ■ . r.;. ." .ioi{ 

Aftto' what hluB^ been dene for us, can we do 
less than glorify Him in those bodies wfaicb He 

H 2 
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a^ransbn^of «iick mfinite value? Oan we do kn^ 
thanv beepidieiit from the pollutions of deadlir- 
oast Gaa^soedo less than ^^ keep them Jn ieml- 
pemiK»y J Bobeihlesft,' Bad ' chastity," for Hia^>sakc% 
wti^/though'^of piireirt eyes^ than to beholdrinb- 
^ty^^iinus^'Mrtil condeseended to make theaadL;Hdi 
tempiid t.r fim^ ^we do les» than wrestle, with i oftr 
tfffl proj^eti^ttes^ in order that this teni{kle may. W, 
atfifarijas'^fi can' render it so, a fit asylum hat .ab 
avgdst' iati dubafaitinl/ ? Ai^e we not: assured, ^tlhat 
iiScioti||l>«snthe ibpirilkwith us,, we shall be guided 
intb M itmiWrthat we shall not fall, whilst <tv^ 
ara[^h<dldib^ hktt;? that '^afi many as.aro>.iI«A 
^tJte «{4rit^ <^d, these are the sons of QodSl 
^itbeti^th^^ abiding of the Holy Ghost withiq^o^ 
te ^JMgni|tt«d seal, as it were> of our ' salvatii^t' 
MtdiilT/^thdiit this internal communion with(has|^ 
^it** «e Menvftom grace," what higher. hobdHisHfe 
bUfti we^li^te to 'glorify Ood both ^'in bunfaocym 
atidin^:^ur spirits,'' espedaUy too,, as they ami lib 
y^b rby <sreartion iattdredanption? andf which y^ 
tw^ (mty ^dl&ctoally do, by keeping: .tiie .eteoifji^ 
Hefi^^^flLaliit may not corrupt the ntheiUfbTlie 
p|t^ne(» of the spirit with uitf, i^>tke^(pki|ge 
t:^i6(ur' saihctification. To glorify ^Gi6A, .itbitid? 
feif^^ fi^rilid merey of His^ di^e presence^ iinbnt 
th^ -naitural suggestion of pure xehgiOn^^d ^od. 
evinces a grateful 'itenBe'o£;whnt'Werow4^ftaidli|i0 
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lest' motive '&i^ fiilfillii^ ^tibe precqit >wliiidiir»m 

diides our :texti 1 We^^e ta^ t^ifteitibef rthali ^c 

havt ibeexii ^ redeemed from.^ df^imd,usiikt fr«« 

p^r^andi sih : . that^ Jtheseforft^ xidiecf cat(Hieme 

onlyiiectm:iesr)8alYaidoQ>to liioseiT^lio* Q<^BKi0)r^ 

Ibhintain' ci£^i]iieattngv.'wUeh:)ithe ilRedeeita^r/ has 

opened V on Mount Oalyttny, t&ro thm iptrgbtuiii^ ^f 

«iinew. .It is o^rby 'f gl«rUyiB»»lG^ow our 

bodieis and in our spgbritsi'' 4;hstiWe}iCaB/£ewr6;bw 

interest in thai expiatory isacarifbbeiJ/tD iwhkb '^we 

owe our rescue from the ; Amesji^ iAtPw}^ ihst 

^''brought us into ieaptivity itofjtheflsiv tif> m^"" 

What more sufficient motiiies^.ldEttil s^|d))1iE)9;i]equ]r^ 

fbf thus acting iiiiobedience tb(tbe idiofal^ ^^the 

^spel> in accordance h^Uk tiie«prUaie;ipl6eif>^(|]irf;iitll 

ri^it^ imd in* eonfoosnity to the l^i^geslioild of 

^atitiode and loire? Tfaeiprospcietsfipirhjidi/Cbrist'^ 

^deathiotsT opened^ afford us ever^doi^li^^iii "that 

?w^*icanide8u:e, 'fod offering .hUn< li w'Mi^i mi 

^likious fAiediesice^ sinoe we;caii.<mly.*7edi^fth<$m 

iij ibidoiiigj^ ^' Xf> bjr o^ maa's oflSatiee>r ^ys{ jtlaie 

:Apo8tle, ^ide^ reigned by ond; mftt«^n^^«e tb^y 

tivlEch iiecyhreL>dbufti)dance o£. grace and;tihq!£^'<lf 

^iij^bicfousiesi^ i^U i^reign> in life bytoWin J^esuft 

-€!hiriM. JfFfabrefoNPe^ JUS by the offibuoeiifiiiitegjiudgr 

ludnti ca»ie^uppn>«Kmen to coodemnaticwii ei^ea 
bofbyrithe righteousness of one^ th& frfi^gilb came 
iipbnltUmentoJ^istifieatiaaoflifQ,'? • > ' 

LfCt us remember^ it is to obtain tlus ^ abundance 
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of grace and gift of righteousness," that we are 
required to ^^ glorify God in our bodies and in our 
spirits, which are his." And i^ without doing this> 
we cannot obtain them; if, moreover^ without 
obtMmn^ themt, we cannot become ^ inheiitbht of 
the kingdom of Heaven," we can want no ftirther 
inducement to begm immediately to offer him that 
acceptable service, which the text prescribes, if we 
have hitherto neglected it, and " to continue in 
the sjuDjie unto our lives' end." 

i.trv. [> .i V ■ •>? " • ■ / ^■■. . • . ; :,:? 
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St. Luke, XVI. 19, 20, 21. 

*' There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple 
and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day; and 
there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was 
laid at his gate, full of sores, and desiring to be fed with 
the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table : more- 
over the dogs came and licked his sores." 



In order to account for the severe application 
of this parable to the rich, it may be worth while, 
before we proceed to discuss it, to consider to 
whom it was addressed, and more particularly to 
whom it was applied. I need scarcely remind you,^ 
that the Pharisees and Sadducees, were the two 
principal sects among the Jews, at the period of 
our Saviour's preaching ; but wherever these sects 
are mentioned in the gospel, it is with reference 
merely to the men of influence among them, whq 
were chiefly persons of wealth as well as of power. 
For althoogfa the commonalty embraced the teoeti 
lioth ol 4M||MiiiM and Sadducees, but of ihe- 
I ^j^ still they were new 

n lung title, of which 
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tii^ superionf were so vm^ Theywtliefm^ 
stykd' the pebple, the multitude^ and> thei'lik^t) 
and, therefer^ wtien Christ > is represented 'disrfdiv' 
rectSj ' addressbg the Jewisk sectaiies>!we'»rdxtx> 
cotbider'bim'aij poitltiiij^ hi^ dbservatians tJ»perBoii^ 
poBsesskt^tthat'-imtUority fmiong the Jews/whkh 
wefildvjjokied to great= strictness in obsernng' thft 
austerities of- fthehr' religion, coidd not &il^ to 
cenferi '■• :•' ■ -mi ■<; ■•• r "•? 

Th^ persons, then, who> almost unWersally; 
enjoyed > ^^ great • 'possessions,'' were> for ; the ; mast 
partf^ftinehantabtei dn > ikeir • feelii^, and dissolttte 
m^ih^'liTOsiii'TPhe dibctrikies by which they prbi- 
fess^d'(tD :be gui4ed^ allowed them a boundlesi 
latitude of kJdulgenee, €lf> which they did notifedi 
ftxllyl|Dft«y£lilu themselves; Hke obserrancla ^dA 
cierethoniaL worship wai» considered by the)^mn» 
suniiptuilus Pharisee ioa' absolving :him- from! tS9&cf 
moral t^straint ;: and tlie:hlood of aoimal ilacd^BMy 
Ik^fM to ibe a sqffieient: atonement &r1helblK^ 
i^tisu^' fPbe Saddudee, who behevediuitiiBriia 
fiitinre sta(te of rewards and punidubenta^rc^Btn^ 
tUstHr&ir^ toi>the dictates of such & belief iilii>&crt^ 
the fdesj^Miiof the world were the onl/objcstaiidf 
hifilsdiidtuAe^^^ Whilst they pifomiife their ntth 
dpte^ liberty, they ^mseli^s are the > servltBiteiof 

OontiptiAn.'''''- -•-■**• ■ v---' ' •■ - •'•" '^'' •'.'•!>«''f an 
- Su^hi <dien>'Wai^' the/ general ichsractd^of thfeoi^^ 
amoAg the Jewb, at ^tibe tiiae when bur Uesacd. Iiord 
began to preiach die ^ddctirmepf sdiT&tknyi^iBii;^^ 



^rlinonre jo^tud'i^toiietteni thmr^tlaiaitiiwHich \i^ 
pffi^ed ita their tetnjdie! sMr^tbs* >!< I*>areaaito \tishm 
rioh^'biftodepraTjed mei^y tfaftt'^tbe/ psid^Mfctf /bttfi 
tsxtiwas mppHedi- -- r^Adidy /irideeA^ ^sdmcr^iWbiofdiDSt 
the^mordt depravity of, tiid wedtbyi JeMfftige»Ma%^ 
during, the life df \QhrBt, itf ivi^ Bi^dbfot]^f»oe<>^ 
for many of those- afiTem|Ktf8agps<agbiii^|thrf^tMb^ 
to be found iii ithe evang^dical Seriptttre$t/):i;v)tvinr. 
If we have any faith in the perfection of Chsmts 
it : Would be »i ! evident ^mpbbyr . ^ ^xsstjiltesAi^ that 
he could poiteibly ix)Alradk^vhi»[Oi«»'iprecbp^' M 
lead to 'ah infmtn<ie' tinfai^dui aUel f^\ Ms ri^n^lio^i 
his^ digffity; or ■his' tJiitiii ) » We)ittflghfc«i8vett»ilif«f 
frotioL fsome ^^passoges m Hb ^ospBl>> thdt rthehpoo^ 
bssLm (shall :1»ev8aVfed^mer^ beoauieffae h pbovjtM 
thM theirioh'mant^lidll boj^ondeitintdv^sin^lj^tik^^ 
^anfseth^ h ridbri^iHoh would he> oQAhd<onOfhaDd^ 
tpo]7eduae(iall«iii to^e casual posBea^tiaafrTr^ajbkhj 
4iRii)ioii the: other, to ce(nfiiii9 dU;Tirtue;tl^i)h<(fi9e(«r 
-SeHttiA futoditidn tifrpovtoty ;^e(tposki$^ mstM0&il$ 
iabsurd^riaifad ' edntiradieted • by ' ihe^ whiDtb t&fi^ii^ 
18oa%)tBm jdoetrina The ApostK kkowcreep^ moA^ 
4t96d} ftiisiniaslter (bekteiry wfaett>he hAdei l^'\fy}i§fSfr 
ftabctaorjait '^imothy-H^^chai^ fi^)^chrlB 

-tiis wbrid tibkt «h^ bfi^otJU^k^^ndedi^ili^ftriisI j^ 
him^wtmn^ricfaei^ hut fh ti^^ f^^th 

us richly all things to enjoy ; that thfiyrfe^fjiQlidiii 
r^poDddiviiiorkst;'Bi»ddj^^ to to 

ItaxdrbasAdUe p • layifag iifii 4b* More i&r thetmsfilrv^ ^ 
f|^adr(!ft)te»d^6ne 'ii|faiin()')tliei&ne to. corneal that 
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ih&y may lay hold on eternal life." If thbrioh^iMMl 
reaUjiTHbeen incapable of practising thet^eyirtuei^ 
such a charge would undoubtedly have been'tri|&ig^ 
and impertinent. It must be evid^it^ that aeitker 
ndbes ndr poverty oon form any moral distini2|ta0ii> 
Iketween ^Md and bad men* Their charaetaM^ Itfe 
fixed inrthq divine judgment by their fiathiSiid 
woiksial^ne. : . 

Inf.discusang then the parable before us, ^we 
£iliall 4iaike^ it asf appljring, in these times, onljiP 
toiAfaense fidiiand seMsh sensualists, who, like the- 
opolen^ainoiig the J early Jewish sects, consid^ 
merely their own pleasures, and neglect tiie tonoH^ 
mom ieffices of benevolence towards their afflkled 
brJ8tk:e|i; » V It is^at once beautifully descripti^Me^-fotf 
peffedAjfaixui^ and complete destituti(m.{ ^fThiq^w 
was aa/icertain; rich man, which was clqith^d^>itii 
puepieiand iftne'linen>'and fared sumptuoudjrievwjrr 
day;^j'-i'.-"' • . ^iNivio 

^>Npwi, ill ibis brief, but expressive desorip^diX) 'wip 
haii^&aiL>B[iostio6m{Mrdba:itdve picture of 'im io]^i4!)i]A} 
and lusuripus man. He was clothed in ^ pui^^ibj;! 
whixflii wan la /colour assumed by none but^^ttei 
weffifthy s. the far^'famed Tynan dye being rifltdk) 
bdily 1^ colour here spoken of, and, as; it Tf^'i^'lnl]^! 
toi be^proeur^ at great cost, could be pkisehased^ 
by) none/birt imch as were extremely <rich^«'i^He/! 
therefof^,, was clot^hed in purple> the badge >iifli|i8p 
opxdenoej^' It waa»1^ regal colour, wont/il^»tiierf 
Peinsianrkings^ aiui assumed ^ also JDPf<1iiei&QmHn^ 



noUet*' Hetwas cktiied too '^in fine Unen '^tf^herb 
was anotheir distiiictioft, and ^'ha &red fiiimJitQ^ 
Qualjr every day." :•• ■ ^..»- : •■ = •>.'.■ ':ni 

Ia th]9iein|ihaiic aunmiary ofAfaaiiTioh mto!a 
eiQoyinciits> the divine teadber^jxresentatp the mibd 
nmteiids for a jMcture 4>ff the! gTeateati^tsa^jpani 
grandeur, that in* proportion as. the pibtuiejwas 
vivid, so might the moral he forcible. .^Ahddere 
was. a certain b^gai!,''; he .ismitinnes^ .Mteanied 
Laearus, wfaidi was laid alfthe ficb mam's'glsbe^jfiiB 
of: sores, imd desiring to be fed iFithiidie svNdubs. 
which fell from his taUe :• moreoiter ;^^d0gBfCil■e' 
and lidoed his jsores.^< . ::•>■>■(-■ -iK^ .rjji. ii')ii! yl'rijii. 

Heote^ the immediate :CfmliradtijQ£:):ftaima& 
bereavement with human frukicm^'isi veitjrjsfiihw 
inglyi displayed* ^ The miseraUb ^luasatuiBL^ ilieM^ 
diic^ to the last extremity^ his ^ whole ifisamefiBO/ 
maeesated asto ibxeak out Into. toiraa«tiiigi;Ujfef»s^t 
crawls to the gate. of the wealthy sensualist>"aDd 
tbere.'bl^'himBaif down m sU^ost iSingilidii itopihg 
teibe;^ .f«dy:with the ovumfas whioh.feU)&Qmjhki 
t^U^i'^He was lift ibere^ howermr, lunpitiedl ikoH 
rdbvedi; onfaithough fed^perhapsi wiih the rcifui^ 
oi)ihe joAtnaa'B table, Still probably kk>kedifeitKm 
t^Ktheipanipered ministexa of hifi pkianres;^ vrith 
sboiaif JMiA diagust^ He was neither takentintoithe 
maUsionio£ thi» jtatdy reveUer^nos aend/by )him to 
aa^Iaae^i)df jeeiirityi aad/ oondbritiii )No. physieian 
yotti of&eiikk ta h^^ by tknelyt i^lioEition^/itboae 
n[mnfixUu»(ftfoinida>ithi(^we£eiopeii uponU^ ibody'. 
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«iidi from )whiclii> the Heluetonivilire was gradiudljr 
ybintig.' Ntf 'Cons6lation w^ o£kred to the dying 
man. The iToioe of compassion ndtfaetMrcacbcid 
Bib ear^Mior : did .the offenngs^ of a sjmpo/tbiAng 
, diantyt)Mjoioe his- hearth;' He lay>' prosimater ahd 
i^strf]n^iiAl))the:'Tioh^ man's gate, ^' md the"dogfc 
dtme kui licked his soies.'^ ■ ^ . * . rt 'id -^ti 

.'^Tfaerfveiry hrutesare here represented as.eisie^ 
dBiiigi more codipassioii than: one who claimed^t^ 
hitihsetfjthid superior attributes of a rational' and 
8€krial;bein;^^ TJiedogs wece the (mly friends wkkh 
^tim^yisi^^ltisggw £cmnd.on thiisside Heaven. v^Afc 
length, hbWeTler;)^he cKed, and was carried bjirtbe 
Ang^els ittto.jAbr^am'e boisom: the rich mail dbo 
died^iandvmdijibiiried/ The death of poorliariitibiit 
^i^as BiOQAsequeitoe to beexpeeted fromthe di^^lmto 
trnd^^wdhioh^hel^ibouredyand the porertf 'UBdhsEf 
;itliidbhe;gToatiedk ;He must have looked^ forfiriHGd 
tofdeatbiaS' a desirable release from torments )^i^[ficl| 
hetcould not alleviate^ fr<»n wants which^herjcenld 
iH)fti(Supply«M Not so the gorgeoublyi-apfritndl^ 
xfivellear^Y'^^ho* fared sumptuously every day *Tn He 
iva^ .in tfafef midst of all that opulence <09uld raAi- 
mkiistbr>o£iq)lendour and enjoyment. irlHe waifotft 
the^moitrdazalBn^ altitude of a caveer in whicUtall 
IffouBdT'himlwas pageantry and seiisuidi^ (delfghiii 
still, tat ^iin< unexpected moment, that aw:6dj4Uia4> 
mens^^afr issued* which nobe eaa disebey^.-andoke 
was caHed into.th^^ presence i of his ;evevla8(^Bg^ 
Judge. Cut off from- his enjoymentB * aad « hia 
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^balth^)be^<^lusvtt:epoar^Laaarua;.6tyatcfa6di from 
a Mif tempctral tof a life etemal^^-^Hand Jlere i^oiidd 
jjMineqiialities'of thesrnQaortfd.}^ n^^m 

'y-' Hdtfmaaf tfaeir final state refidr^> in (thatiwarid^ 

* 

^heretjthere is mo imutationnfoiieDeraiaiid/ levrnti 
Fif!^>'^the lichinand^d andiwa8i)iB!iil(^iBn^aiti|eK 
he lift up his eyes, being in; toniieiitS) kod senth 
Abraham atfar- dff/ iand^LaBarasi ninj li»)vboddin.'' 
Hel*ev then, we behold IheiYHaaiHfliiKehaiige! ofacarf- 
dumstance 1 ' The - rich man ' mm i n^dubeiftoarftei: 
death to a Istdte- of* xmrnaginaMeL' n^KO^ 
Ifeggar, on* ithe eemtarsity^ tb ond of ij^effablci ^jv^ 
iddnt. iWedO'iiot/ceirtah9lyv>ilesldidTatr/t^ 
Vfas gwktfoi «Kf positive actodfiiiiqmtjri 3li|;0i8 
neillier x;harg€id ti^h'foi«Jcatibny'Bdtkc^ 
diaft^ibearing fUsenritMssyi oc^vetonspeB^Dor ;dop 

fioosihisl df }|Miii>#iaM; that his ^puiuafamti^tiiirabiiM^ 
jbd^dito^him. His costly doariiigiaandiliiteriBiit 
fiElm>^if33ire>ndt in theniseittes^l^^ iN)Bikher>tlMl 
if>liiiiloiarj<)^ his eq^ t^ du^nific^^e^f Jhs 
vMintn^hor'the gnatnesaof hisi.'vireaIlAi;'ri0Qddved 
Uim JEdiiiobject of #vrine' displeasm^i^aHi^ esaked 
staiiDA idlUfetiiiisfht have JMtifiediiii(^ 
both ihe^ elegante of his laUa modi die cbstlmesfDitf 

hisf^^ip^^^^i^hejse pageantri^ ait 'allrei/ieiitBijdid 
ncttf lecbMatottelds rgnilti It wals^^^hid^ thisnfaeafft ifos 
eddusivialyriaett' uyon 'i^iemi^iihali) hft^senght *hn 
luiqfi^css in^ein ra^r othamiki Hiiii iky4iimmim 
iiMlebt6d)lbT>tha meanaool disfdayilig didm^ 
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thati^he thought too mueh cthhki^V, HttA ticfthiiijtr 
ofi hiiiiOrodt; that he \m8 too much oc^utned Htkb 
his own ^eastti^^ to encouragd any di^osifck^r.tid 
aibuagei^ n&^ries of him whom he sfaotild; ^m 
felfow ohsMuM^'havef bef^naimons to relie^^;* Hit 
ddtefqiki^ty^thm cotisiBtad, not in the eimpid^pMi 
d^ydfi;yi^)<!elijd;fiti^rt of riches^ but m tlLtm^^ 
hl^ thdi^ tich^^ to 'Odrrti(>t his heart ; in 'givki^ 
Mkddf ixp sbkty tb the luxnries which they ! tfim 
i!i^tt6sWtediiAnA not in layit^ them out, ad Well'fo^ 
}d^^ii^hb^4l[^$! l^MAt as his own. He was f^ 
idl^^i Wif lil H;h€l ititB,lA» tf b^^ extensively tts^ftll 
iWl^ifdUw di«»fttresr those meians, hoW^vei^'lt^ 
ti^ltectdy fay ^^ly; ' C^portunities of doing* gobdl 
p^^^tited th^^elVes,^ widch he thought fit i^ i^ 
regard/^dAft^^^herefbte, it was leavmg Unde^ 
^irft^«tigte^ have ifoi^,that brctog^^t 4iiwn 
i|)oW^liita(«he terrible punishment by whifefi4ifiMr«9 
fittbliybvei^taken. • ♦inJffJsm 

'»=1t^w4mie important to observe the lesadW 'Slett^ 
t6«gh*tis«:'that to neglect to do well, whdri'^ 
have ^^^^Of^rttmity, is as criminal as %;o db'^t 
wAfen!wd'tt*e' tempted ;siiice the perfi>ttn4tt^'^Dlf 
gb^'Hivwks f» as essential tb 010" salvation asi^^ttfif 
diftigfsibnbf dvfl ones. . p^ij \. ^)iuo« 

»'lrf^hsRierihg the rich matfsr oittditibti ifl Ifnl© 
atid i» etemty;^^e^teani3tot but be^thje 
stiddAn lapi«d-ft<om honour •*» »ig!i6miiiy;^^^ri^Sttf 
jdbailtii<« to paiiiyfrdm afflyfeLce^i¥a)it^.'^^f)pbkiff 
to'thi^,h^ di«fer6titiwa^»the Mifd of tWh^^^l 



eruellji^ Contemne4« ' As death put at peiied)tof(th^ 
enjoyiBenta of the Qae> 4S0 .did it al0Qfio»tiLer8ttffQjiri 
wg^ of the othei!}^ If fwe coBtFui&it^t^ ^^lal. Qon(iif 
t)c>lL of vthe two^>we 9hallri^.b<;w^,|0(j90i^»/tilU6 
Lazarilus, with '<all his 3uibi[ii)^0i pwurjv^^l^ 
was father to be congratulated th^n>pi|^^ mi^i^I^ 

the rich maHi with dUi^hk QartUy>'P00J|es^ai}9> hi^ 
purple^ and samptDious ^nteo^tainni^tii^ ^^i^l^AlM 
ksw, an object « of the (deap^^ pqip^to^^l^^tifjl^ 
Although the former had bes^rde«tili|fe^>0fl«rerj(fl^ 
cpmforts, he had doubtloes^Qv^n ipittbii^/ii^jrMlk 
satisfactions as well asihisswfops^ ^/£|!^>iM^b^ 
have^ been < consoled with the re^e^n^tt(^i^'tj^ 
had no ff treasure^ upon earthy" hQ>{ha4i tmwih^^ 
l^tl^ei^^^^treasures laid up for ^hiw rip{ jHeBMSn.^i) tugs- 
, c ^/Tbe liesson coiwreyed to uei i m. ttlii^ i fip9^^*>fSk(tiS 
^ic^ptwej is » full of instruction ta je^gvyoic^swo^ 
mankind. It teaches beneyolenqe t0.:A^/liQ^r))i|^ 

tjy)ely,;to ajU.jwho aiie iu a sitwtipnrtp>,^3|0[if^ 
iAm. , It.Aow. us,under.the strild«i«.in^4^^ 
^aWby fFoJupitu^, called ta isetr^H^n> 4^ / tk^ 
B(44"5t c^ Ws . pujoyi^efttSi the vanity of cliches lasr^ai 
source of permanent felicity, withoHit^ th^hfo^OW- 
Gif,«({iT)(i jify #j(w they are coirferrfid; >||f,tiUeyilire 
]p(jftd|^,the>i4^ipf .'Oiffnadoaration^.they ft^^ imr 
^^^^liiat^,^fiq»y»rt^d i»ta ,the ^^^manunou ^iuV»? 
ifigJrtfPWn^Jyaijd.lb^^dius iiitottheiTOOst pwilpu^ 
teni^t^qqH. (,Wl^ 4oas opulei^ae, tpr/ocur(^ that 
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is really valuable or essentially profitable to those 
who abuse it, beyond their mere food and raiment ? 
Are the delicacies of the regal board, more eweet 
to the monarch, than to the cottager his honoi^ly 
meal, seasoned with couftmt and the consdousiiefls 
of a virtuous heart? Will the table of the £Ei8tir 
dious voluptuary, who brings to it an appetite 
blunted and depraved, afford him sp salutary > a 
repast, as that simple diet, which a severe, but 
honest, industry suppUes to the healthy labourer 2 
Can riches arrest or even retard the certain 
approach of death ? Much less then can th^^ 
profit their possessor in the day of wrath. Where* 
however, they are made the means of good to 
others as well as to ourselves, they really are gxeet 
and signal blessings. ^^ The crown of the wi$e la 
their riches/ because, in their hands, they are lai^ 
out to the glory of God, and, therefore, to tbe 
advantage of man. 

Who can have nobler opportunities of '^laying, 
up for himself a good fi)undation against the time 
to come,"* than the rich man, .surrounded as he ia 
with opportonities of doing good, and when too 
he is so abundantly fiimisbed with the means 2 
Who, like the rich man, has the power of exciting 
within himself those glowing emotions of a bene^ 
volent heart, which arise from the consciousnew 
of having clothed the naked, fed the hungry, aad 
administered consolation to the wretched ? Where 
can there be a feeling more refined, more spiritual^ 
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more tramportmg, than that which is exdted 
within Ud by the exendse of practkxj benevolence 
towards <mr afllicted neighbours^-^from 'tiie re- 
collection that we have diffiised content among 
the suffermg, driven despair from the abodes of 
penury, and restored peace, from her iNmishment, 
to the household of the destitute i And where 
can this fediing be so extensively known, or so 
fiiUy enjoyed, as by the rich man, who considers the 
wants of his neighbour b^ore las own pleasures? 
' The (Mvine proverb teUs us, ^^he that giveth to 
the poor shall not lack> but he that hideth his eyes 
shall have many a. curse.'* So that by relieving 
the wants of others, besides enjoying the sublime 
consolations which an ardent benevolence produces 
in the hearts of those who exercise it, we also 
escape those penalties which are denounced in the 
gospel, against the covetous and uncharitable* ' 
The wealthy man may, indeed, consider himself 
peculiarly favoured of Heaven, by the additional 
means which are bestowed upon trim of doing 
good ; and in proportion to his present bene- 
ficence, if it be accompanied with a devout spirit, 
shall be his future reward. 

As the parable before i» offers u most instruc- 
tive lesson to the rich, so also does it supply abun- 
dant consolations to the poor. It shows them, 
that although the privations of this life are often 
manifold and severe, there is, nevertheless, a state 
in futurity where their transicsit sufierings here 

I 
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shall be succeeded by everlasting peace; where 
their souls shall flourish in etenial vigour, and 
their bodies be never again exposed to- the deci^* 
dents of time> after they have once tis^ to the: 
glories of eternity. Poverty also isnot ivithout' 
its spiritual advantages, although its aspect: foe so 
stern and repulsive. It tends to subdue the pa^r* 
sions, to chasten the heart, and reconcile the mind 
to '' the changes and chances of this mortal life^^ 
It removes us from many temptations ; it we^os- us 
from a love of this world, because it allows us to 
participate in few of its seductions ; and thus refn* 
ders us less loth to quit it when the days '*of 
our pilgrimage shall have reached theu* teran. 
The poor man will naturally be less 'anxious- to 
continue in a scene, where privation has chiefly 
been his portion, when the warrant of death is 
served upon him, than he most probably would be^ 
if life had been attended with more general or 
more permanent blessings. Still, whatever ad* 
vantages may be derived to the rich or the poor, 
relatively, from the mercifiil dispensations of Pro- 
vidence, their chance of salvation must depend 
equally upon the manner in which they perform 
those duties allotted '^ to all sorts and conditions of 
men." Neither poverty nor wealth can give us a 
dispensation from them, since, in the next world, 
*' the rich and the poor meet together " upon an 
equal footing, to be judged according to their 
works^ '* for the Lord is the Maker of them all." 



mVES AND LAZARUS. 1 15 

Sins of bmissipn^ to which the paxa^le of our 
text: so .expres^veiy^points> are equally attributable 
to all db^ses ol-e^ery dmstian eommunity. The 
poor^ indeed^ from an idea that -their compara- 
tivdy ! destitute state es^sliides iJife' liecessity or 
possibility I of ptedtaiml'li0ki^i^oleikl^^ too oft^n neg- 
lect 1;o do 'gbod^ whdAf tkfey »havfe it in i their power ; 
as if their homeliness' of JCWiditibn could fiirnish 
thetn with an available « prfeteit for ^iifegtectihg to 
extend to ' their iieighbourlf wktt^V^ assistance 
they may be ablef^t^d bestow, h! is a tiiofet cruel 
delusionytd holdt^ to ihe potolr the^ ejfpert ation of 
eternal glory in^ ahother Dfe;^ as a remunetation for 
their privations Jfh this. Why should the Almighty 
expect i greater^ r^hteotistiess in one class of his 
creatures ilian in aiK)th^r^ when all are equal in 
his mght, all equally included in 'the privileges of 
redemption/all equally the 6bjects of his propi- 
tiatory mercy? According to the means given to 
usj we are* expected to employ thtoi. To do as 
we would be dxyne by, is alike incumbent upon all. 
Poverty can prevent no one from benefiting his 
neighbour, at least,' to the best of his power. 
Lazarus was not ^'^ tarried by the angels into Abra- 
ham's bosom," merely because he *' lay at the rich 
man's gate full of sores," and solicited the crumbs 
that '^ fell from his table." He must have been 
a good man although poor, or he could have 
no '* inheritance in the kingdom of God and of 
Christ." 

I 2 
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From what the parable has led us to consider^ 
we shall feel the necessity of improving our time 
in preparation for eternity. Whether the smiles 
or frowns of fortune be upon us, it should be re- 
membered that death will soon terminate our pre- 
sent joys or sorrows, and that our condition in a 
future world wiil be decided by our conduct in 
this. When the shoreless ocean of eternity shall 
expand before us, it is certain that we shall then 
be, either members of the heavenly banquet, or 
outcasts with the wretched. . Let us endeavour to 
prevent this latter terrible evil, by establishing^ 6ur 
faith on the gospel of Christ, and by acting, in 
every state of our probation, suitably to such 
belief. Wherefore, '^ giving thanks always for all 
things unto God," hi us f' receive with medkness 
the engrafted word, \thieh is* aUe to save? our ^chtlk" 

' • .' ' . .■. ' ' ■'■ !«;!> .Kirr<.r.> 
> 



•I 



.' t:,i,-h(i'>SAMB SUBJiBCT^CONTINUBD. 

St, LukEi XVI. 23. 

** ^i^d. i|[^il][|^^.b|^ lift.hi^ ^yes^ b^jijig^ in tormejits, and seeth 
Abraham afkr off, and Lazarus in his bosom." 

'.«; '<<>^ ^ Mi."i' " .!('j;H J :. . ' ' ■• 

- i/han^ already addvessed you upon the subject 
of tbis parable^ but as the Umits of a single dis- 
course did not admit of those explanations which 
the subject seems to demand^ I shall avail myself 
of the present opportunity, to point out and clear 
the few difficulties in which it has been thought 
by some to be involved. 

It will be observed, then, that the rich man is 
represented as suffering penal torments in Hell, 
and the poor man as enjoying perfect blessedness 
in Heaven, h^ore the final resurrection to judg- 
ment. The Roman Catholic doctrine of purga- 
tory may appear, without a due consideration of 
the subject, to be countenanced by this parable of 
our blessed Lord ; and the rather; too, as some of 
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the early Christian ftithers imagined it to be^ not a 
fable, but a real history. In order to clear boCll 
these points, and to remove those difficulties whidb 
appear to lie in the way of ^ right understandings 
of this, pair aWie, I' shall beg your attention to the 
following considerations. 

Aftei* thd conquest of Syria/ by Alexander of 
Macedon, who Very greatly favoured the Jews*, the 
intercoursiEl of these latter with the Greeks was 
considei'ably increased ; and this, indeed, coiDimue4 
when Syri^ became a kingdom under Alexa&der^s 
successor m that country ; nor ceased altogether 
until the Jewi^ were finally egected from Palestine^ 
and were doomed, as before, in their captivity, 
"to sing the Lord's song in a strai^ land..'* 
Accomplished as the Greeks were, in all the cap- 
tivating graces of poetry and eloquence, to i which 
their language, at once energetic, copious,^ and 
expressive, very greatly contributed ; and haviHg 
embellished with the splendours of poetry a system 
of mjrthology, though complex and confuseMi/is^aU 
sufficiently specious and alluring, it ib novwonder 
that> during a lengthened intercourse, l^e J^wa^ 
who were 'certainly much ihferior to their heathei^ 
neighbours in intellectual acuteness, should hanie 
imbibed some of their notions respecting the.cou*- 
dition of eternity ; especially where these no^tioos 
neariy assimilated with their own. 

That the Jews differed even among themselvifts 
in theur opinionsy irespiecting the stat^ of the smil 
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after deaths is clear from the opposite tenets of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees ; and some of the former 
hare even been charged with embracing the doc- 
trine of the Eastern philosophers^ who maintained 
that the soul entered into a different body after 
deaths and proceeded in progressive changes to- 
wards a state of eternal purity and fitness for 
uninterrupted fruition. That the Jews had, more- 
over, imlubed many of the ideas of the Greeks 
concerning the condition of the soul in the next 
Kfe, I take to be fiilly confirmed by the parable 
before tis, because, as it must be evident that it 
was delivered by Christ for the instruction of his 
hearers, he would necessarily use those terms which 
were most familiar to their ears, and adopt those 
images with which they were best acquainted. It 
doeis not, however, therefore, follow that, because 
he used those images, they were really the very 
exact representations of the reality. Although the 
SaTiour judiciously adapted his inatructions to the 
|xrejudiees>tand even to the errors of those whom he 
addre«ed, frequently giving, as in the parable 
«nd*r discussioD, imaginary lepreaentfttions of 
things, not as they really iwevey batr^sJus hearers 
imagined them^to be ; nevevthelesa^ we shall invaria^ 
bly find the doctrine the same,i which Jhe designed 
to illustrate, whatever may- 1 be tl^,garb in which 
it is brought before us. Chatiati tSien,i ia •describing 
the state of the rich man and Laaarus> itccommo- 
dated himself no d^ht»i(to t}^ 'pnwailing opiiiion 
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(kperteddsoiib^ dt'^tkaf fame/fappMacbed^rtboUe iHS. 

thef<Gbiefiht^(W6t«lMUv^mft(ntlyviaeeuri rrlMir.t^ ifo 'h* 

havb a^oU^dttoi bet delW^rad'in aec<>m%(id4tion/tqi» 
thfri d^ffifi^ ffnotiona of the H^lemat Jtiffs, . iis^s^^lhil- 
pl^M^/wberci^rafi < tl)i0y ineein: fo/have k»qgwe4> ^l^« 

works^i and :ibWt vric^edritii^ p^sbduei^ p£ttli^i]:; 

have been divided into twp;T|aep0rate:'piMrtii9^(;li!i^e|; 
the'>Tanfifriis And;J£Iy9iAA Fi^ida of tW>he^ltib^ 
the ^«0i^«^]^d^fey-*hef good; thapthfai^tibjj %M\ 
wictetd^ ofhrifiito^Bft «f the* hlessad md itlm r^^owt 
o£*hefid»RuiadtUy fi? eootigitQue>.b€B^g»^yrysf^pw^ 
nil»d»(|)J«')eod»ep gulph^thafc(ihp,departe<Ji39VJ#, 
0(i»Wrt»)iiw?«&f wit|i each* oth^y jfrcwaftftfeeit oppf3fi^it#t 

IiDrti^^piArahll^ tois^ofhe muls of jbhei^hijiM^)^ 
aiad)^T)AJH|alialo cmmm t^ei}mJt*HMikeS[^)fi9^ 

tteW)ia^ikliBj8j|eeL m>tii& hXhe parabkf^^^j^ 
1feft)Sl»dlft^wWk§d^i»^ araj^arfljiQl^ted in flawwft i;^ 
thfcjiGiteci^fti^ytb^Jpirtsk*?^^^^ thai;,, they^li^ ift 

a certain river of fire, where they suffer the same 
torments i«bWl^(ithi^y i!HH>u}(i h^YC^/suf^ed whilst 
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dXiie, hmd their bodiies been bmtied*^ So that the 
divmA teaehiei^- fidopted i tMs > >fofmf • of iiistruetibnv 
not feedsiuise ib^fiiipmhc^iid {icnHeOt rdpresintatioii; 
of our state in ftittmty j^'teti'b^Miuie^sucli^ a Tej^ 
seiitatl<tti^aS'^h6f^cMiiintel]igiUd<t(>'tho]ii whom 
it wft^ifij^^ij^^N^^to ii&Mracft ''>Iii^ parabolical diis- 
couts^6v^]^^^^tMded>^ti]|i^ dOcirinieiSi inculcated are 
trtt^.'itrillifilt^rs Uti^^what'are the terms in "tvhidk 
th^y ift*'^tidnV^yiedi-'-^ii^ate»ttie^^ the ydricles 
of thitfr', Atid 90 Icftf^ asi*th6 ti^uth comes to us on^ 
impairi6d!,'i*he^ medium through which' we receive 
iti^^aAMfierdfltttBfference. J !> .m . 

NW^ifiron^^^at bis been' sidd/rit will foUow, 
thiii C^M'^bt^ly drew apicti^^ of the state of 
th^ tibh mkb^ 'd^kl'beg^irjin the pitt^le; to enforce 
the do<fitift^<€(>'tewai«te land pui^yhments in the 
n^keii^p^d >to I9lib# how th&f ^trili each be ol^^ 
tait^9' di^i% Ihat^^rt of picture which was 
most likely to create an impression upon the minds 
of htJ aWditO^ii md thus dxiaMng^'even^^ir eribrs 
sAUi$fer^M->^ Ifis instruetionsi^ ^ Hfa^d^scri^ion 
dMn^dte>^t lai^fo(>Ott^^^ dOKStiwo dr^i^gBtotji, 
b^^ei^'th^'^otiditteii&><botHitoflLdbttt^ the 
ri^hi tii^;^w^>«^]^t^i^ etomallT^'ftqdb; mi 

ytfml^hy% piat glB^lrffitedi sb>«hait4lfe^#hi(di 
wo^!i^ pa»s ff6m>im^i6'\A fm^ii^h^li hei^il^cfiij 
they^ pM^ » W^,<iihiJt^hi^^()i^ 

'Jfij.^ Jit I r>]\U'c '(:)iU t>VJ(\H ,'iliKio 10711 XulVflf>J / 
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But if :their everkfiting' condition was finally deter^ 
miiied^ diey must hare been jn%ed-^siHce> then 
dnljr can onr final doom be Jinoitn ; so tha4 >our 
SKviouiv in this parable^ evidently meant to nsark 
thestatedf the righteous and the wicked in* ih^ 
eternity^ ^ter the last judgment shall have been 
pnonounced upon tliem. And although thi$ is not 
expressed/ the conclusion which the parable ^vas 
intended to enforce^ naturally leads^ indeed; I may 
say^ compels us to infer it. > - 

' Upon the questi<m as to whether it be simply a 
parable or a real history^ I shaU only say/ that as 
the* former^ it very beautifully enforces one of the 
most momentous doetrines of the Christian &ith ; 
asi ithe latter^ it ^^ands diametrically opposed to one 
of the most positive declarations of holy writ. As 
tif'parable^ its design may be traced> its^ a^li- 
dainon understood, its mstruction felt; and 'ha 
beeoiity must be acteowledged by every reader. 
As a literal &ot, it is luiintelligible, fuU' o£>in- 
congruityy acKl • rather startles our credulity Ihan 
\dnri belief . ^ 'Wfao> then, can imagine it to be a 
real' histovyj i^dbeii the arguments against siidh >isl 
dupposiJdion me ' so. strd[ig ;• and, more especially^ 
too^ when the opitiions of all the most illustrious 
nicfdsrn ' i cbmmentators, at once oppose such ' h 
^cisionr?'. If it be a parable, then-^and only upon 
the i contrary su^poatix)(B can there be any ground 
for* ifthis Hbman GathoKc tenet — 'it afibrds no proof 
wbatevbr o£»a<PiH:gfitory,'a& the parables of our 



bles^d Lord do notigo^ ta'jDT^^^y but otilyi tend 
to iilustrate ; >aiiA at wiQfbe remeHiber6d> liiab there 
is not one single. esbentialiddcttoind in our crded^ 
which Chrut (has not • dhrecUy maiirfainedf as* vfftXL 
aS) indireotly^fenSbt6&L £k> tliat> had tker^. teaUy 
been auiatti^riihediateft^tate (^ punishmetit betiv^een 
the sepaication > 4»fi i soui/ and ( body. ' (in ideadiy '. (and 
their ^reunion «9b the genearal resurreotioni the iwise 
and m6r<^iil JeMs wbuld scarcely have ilefi it to 
be gathered from the dcnihfeful kiteirpmtation of a 
text ; or id be ocJUected only ma axk infeiisnce irom 
a parable^ wh^Qi hl& has in so many differ^iit an«- 
stlsaioes 'most esplidtlytconfirmed the doctriiie <if 
eternal rewards aiid punishments, ir ; ^*t , > \,, 
' These afiguments^ VfWt, I imagine, be foitther 
confirmed by the expressions of our testis ^'And 
in< Hell be lift up his eyes^ bein^ in tormentsy <Bnd 
seeth Abrafaaiui a&r ofi^' and Laj^rurin his bosfim^^ 
Now^t hore» yfe vhate animag^ of heavenly Hedknty 
evidentilyriadaptedta the gross comt)i^ehftniions ef 
melK, and (tvhieh t we.^cteiiot ibr! B/fntoment -suppose 
to.be designed jexactly toi^pres^t theiSn^&ble 
becititude of .flearemr > F<»r':thei infoirlnatioifr jofr s4»ne 
of!.my' haarersil shall: takeileave'>t«i cKplajbiK^he 
signification of ther t^rm ''in Abrahakn's bosoms* 
Th6 Jews> at their £Basts> alway » inclined at ilength^ 
upon Idng covered bend!ies> instead t of sittings ^v^ 
wedo> in an ereet |K)sitioaft;f'60Ktibat theihead >6f 
the isecond guest reaehed the > bosbm i of 'ihe t tfirsAi 
and the -thwd tiie* bosem . Qf 4Aie s^tiondp andvaof^ 
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Mi^ugktiiiewlMde'fong4hdfth^4AMi3i This iivfll 
iat^>s^<i-«d te!x^I(uAtte4blldwiitg'textih St. Jdhii, 
'»'NoW»th«*«JWttJ"feaiiin^ tti' Jiesui/ bd^m MleDf 
139 €$sd|>U»< Vti^' J«tt6i» 'lovedi^ • S^Ji toVk bdiig 

^mA W Uka ^hed i^efy took' thMr m<iitk to»- 
T^h^, ttAA&CKii the ]J09ltii6ii>ithi<!h theyliitMAHj 
amm'bdi-hpm'WMb o^es^tAiIsi hH thily did; k'iSHe 
Ifl^iiigfi^f tiie E^Ang^li^;"^leM on- #e»D8'1hlo^ditil' * 
-<>f^I*6' <^wiHttfiH* 'Matdi- ' ihterAbtBTse* With the 
Ot^W^^^- i^t ^y"t6 'iHiU'e'lhenoMred'thi^y of 
«h(!il' Mo^^ ^ gp^/Asi^ ^otA thiftm, ^t, as I' ^e 
Ijefbi^'toliSfcrvW/'ki'^rt also, their ideas' ttP the 
«tate>dfith« d«^Aid;>J'> Therndtiottctf feastitlg'bf 'tild 
b»iiltifi^''-[#(yal^ aftot* d^ath, -^aitj (^rtuiilyhlit "d^ 
riiedi fi^tii thft'Ota Te^ament; but; tHe'DiVitie 
^fe^^j ki <tt«der'ifid's«^'teor&-rekl%>HitpjMiftU« 
■iliMgl»afiiiail<d»'^'hi^ auditoi^ to» 'whditt'liicl'idig^ii^ 
h«avbllly;''i>alb(j^t!tiiigs ^%a9 ' 'ftofliarl ^ > ^akiilj^ as 
iSSi didii^nd«»'the fofth of a p8raBl^> gdr^ itt^d^ithe 
^uh^sfeeHii^j*Affd'|ie^ri^ietitM' LazainidHi^'AlJtM- 
hhm'»<fe^offi]>eiiJoj^^jfis'^t a^if^ii the' isjyiritti- 
yfii(9^el%fttiR<#the Oevdih Etyeiintt: ' > ' 
> ^I lAaIlinow<i^|ioge^to'af^<!^« sbibe^of 1M dde- 
tl{aii3^ill«ytra«6d'% thi!^ patisbldi*' We^t^raUUiifer, 
tl£en/^tim°it^'that rkih&i will = not esetnpta'taan 
Ai^'thii |)etfOrinab(Be of good works; that, where 
th)3^>tire dOiOe itt pdvertf, tliey will obtain tibe 
^WiM'^vOttr/ while tiie 'rich man who has failed to 
perfcnrm 'dieiu, shall-be exduded from such favour. 
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as."JGIofl regiwdeth aiQt tiii%ipqT8iw/fi>tmef^}u<ii^ 
yr\ienev«f , thp. giftsi of, i ISe^f ij, r^^M9l¥>veAirVip^» 

tWg ,iVnXI(\ ,^plyi noti %> irvcfeeii,, (»4p,Aw^ ^^, i^ejj 

teact ilhope )Vho,H»W ife ftotra, iH^F!^f!V#.|i5^i!^i 
A«e wo#bstiiji9n*^,(Are w«|orgivipg.Z,v/Jto owfl^o- 
poips gV>m witbfedingp iof f iHiRljr -^^,19^9^^^^ 

e»4Q«rcHH?84p.id«^>soT7rfbQWtit9 acq|ittr0> wd%>?r,5te 

without ,(5!0<J>; ff we PftBii^ fftotiiingfTt ffiJii i6>f3ih 

good! .pkiwiwei^T 4by. f* we.jiWf B<tf i$tli6&w«Afi«rf:E#wf>- 

8tt|B(sienjc357ifti9^i.<594r (• jMliiWr'iHft^i^(ijhbtt>«j0 
4w»ypd,itft,«fixlrfln>,tbfii«efta»r|S«kt»f|^^ 
afffiiYf^ i¥»tj l^efpre^, J)QUi^d!i|Ooi;8»4wc.tb*n9'«A^ 
servient to lmrirH^^lii9''^^^^gt%isl)bi^ild 
iig^enqe^oa^f^ ^,tth#y>J^o«e«f^v?oriI|f|(til* lAl- 
^l^t{((jlp|s\s./c|utingwM lWi*v^^!tfc»igii!fifi#*)«5 
in^fyefk |i»Mcb^"«»theji^ pfltbf 9»lit'7*»tn^fifr,(<artJ- 
JTupt*" h«,e?cpe<itft )l;hftt..wei*hp»d4(J¥^fll^ Mdoti^ 

#, tb<> ttweflt w^a<*j tjwy^)«ft dfeiswefl tajr«?«j*e 
ftom: theuft.; ,,fiw .W*!hfb:fei%<iufflW»f,-ti»v^t|i8ftiv*fe 
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hil»> temporal gifts^ so ^ocb * he also those 6t his 
spiritual. ' >^ ' 

It is certain> that the rich man in the pafrabk^ 
was not more capable— nay, probably much M^ 
so — ^than maiiy wealthy persons now living. Itdoed 
not appear that he was punished, because he tb^ 
fiised the beggar the crumbs, which this IsttUfr 
solicited. On the contrary, Lazarus was 'baodt 
probably fed with the refuse meat wMdi fell irom 
the rich man's table. As the rich man is des<5rib^ 
as faring ** sumptuously every day,** the point of 
the parabte chaHenges the inference, that thd 
beggar lay at his gate every day. He Was, there*- 
fore; of course, fed, or he would not have presented' ' 
himself daily "at the rich man's mansion. • TlW 
crime of the latter does not appear to ha^e'briei* 
that) he withheld his charity altogether, but that 
he bestowed it imperfectly. He afforded the sup^ 
plicant no fjffectual relief. He did nothing for hiin 
proportioned to his tneahs. He ordered him, pei*^ 
haps, to be fed, without feeling any compassion 
for his pitiable condition, or without any desire to 
mitigate its niiserieSi Permitting him merely tb 
be fed, WAS not enough.^ He neglected to do unto 
another what he would have wished, under similar 
circumstances, done to himself. He felt no interest 
in his welfare— no regret at his sufferings. 

To feed the hungry, is not the only duty of those 
who have abundance of this world's wealth. It is 
equally incumbent upon them to extend to thdse 
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forlorn beings^ whatever aid may. tend totiaitiri. 
gate the wretchedness of their condition. And't]|iA^. 
duty ia the; more; imperative^ as they< < are charged 
'^ to be ready !to give and glad to diatribuW uadeD 
the di^ne pxKiftnise of amjde le&titutipn^; fpi? i f ' he 
that hath pity i^ipou ^he poor, knd^thtiant^f the 
Loird} and loot, what he layeth outy it ^i^ll) h^ 
paid him again/' •./,., ..„,<.. 

The I parable further teaches usi^/that mt^.M^ 
moraUy hound, not only to uge the^fi^atisiifiirf' 
trusted to u$ by Providence, but tp? tuse th^m ito 
the b^st advantage; that riches are to her eiorl 
ployed bweficially— not to procure only luxuriesf 
for ourselves ; not to administer only, ta our owii> 
appetites; not to support only the^empty pa^geanr 
tries, of life. These may^ each and all, to a q^-t 
taii^' extent, be allowable indulgendea, whilst' ^ 
waiubs of our ne^hbours are not forgotten, (ft isd 
not .necessary,, indeed,, that the irich man ishojuld., 
make his poor neigUiour a partner in his enj<^y^ 
ments;. that he should ruse hjm 1)0>fa level T^^h 
his owB temporal condition^ or; Qven that he should 
impart to ,him<a^;Of th9S€( suparfluiti(e& m^hiqh* ha 
himself may, without any criminality, ,enjoy,proT 
vided ''he hath. not held the poor frpm their 
desire, or caused , the eyes . \ol . the widow .to fail.* 
It is, nevertheleftStyincumbentupodOk him to lighten 
the load of misery, wherever it presses; heavily, if 
he possess the means of doiii^ so ; and our Chris*" 
tian obligations towards each other have been too 
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unequivocally laid down by the Redeemer himsielf^ 
to be misunderstood — ^^ All things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you^ do ye . even so 
to them: for this is the law and the prophets." 

Another doctrine to be inferred from the paiaUe 
is, that to forbear doing good is obnoxious to.Hie 
same punishment as doing evil llie rich manis 
not charged with the practice of any vices : he is 
not even represented as exceedingly uncharitable^ 
since he. fed the beggar who solicited charity at his 
gate ; but he was condemned, because he satisfied 
himself with the exercise of mere negative, when 
it was his duty to have shown himself zealous in the 
practice of positive goodness. It was not because 
he did what was contrary to the letter of God's 
law, but that he did not act up to it in spirit and 
in truth, when he was fuHy able to do so, which drew 
down upon hhn the divine judgments. I dwelt so 
long on this argument in the foregoing discourse^ 
that there will be less need to pursue it now: I 
pass on, therefore, to consider the last inference to 
be drawn from the parable — ^namely, the certainty 
of eternal rewards and punishments in a ftiture 
state. 

As this point has been also touched upon before, 
I shall not on this occasion detain you long upon 
it. The certainty of a future retribution is as un- 
deniable as that God is true, since He has declared 
that the good shall be everlastingly rewarded, the 
wicked everlastingly punished. His word cannot 
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ML ^^ Hath he spoken^ and shall he not make it 
good r If His faruth^ limreSoTe, is to be relied on> 
the godly and the wicked shall reoeiye in the next 
life aoccnrding to their deserts. There can be no 
chance of this condition changing in an eternal 
world when it is once fixed, for as the blessed can 
have no temptation to be otherwise than good, it is 
not to be conceived, that they should ever fall from 
that state ^ ; but, as the condemned must be reclaim- 
ed to virtue before they can be made happy, they 
neyer can be made happy, because they cannot be 
reclaimed to virtue, since the love of God would 
have no influence upon their' actions or motives, 
for they could not love the author of their punish- 
ment — ^and there can be no real virtue vHbere a love 
of God does not exist. '' K we are wise we shall 
ponder these things." May the Almighty, there- 
fore, ever support and strengthen our £aith, and 
increase ^nd multiply evermore in us the fruits of 
a charitable and holy life, through Jesus Christ ! 

* See Macknight'g * Harmony of the Four Gospelsi' end 
of section 96. 
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SERMON IX^ 



RIGHTEOUSNESS A SECURITY AGAINST HARM. 



1 PsTERy III. 13. 

" And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of 
that which is good ? " 



The advantages of religion are every where most 
fully exhibited by those inspired men, who not only 
bore testimony in their writings of the superior 
benefits derived from it to mankind, but also prac- 
tically illustrated in their lives, the truth of what 
those writings conveyed. Daily experience will 
plead to our convictions for the truth of the 
Apostle's declaration, "that all things ivork to- 
gether for good to them that love God." That 
they do so, no one can hesitate to admit, who has 
been accustomed to look with a devout scrutiny 
into the agency of Divine Providence, in the affairs 
of men. "That all things really do work to- 
gether for good to them that love God," will be 
evident for this important reason, that th^y are in 

K 2 
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if we, by o,^ijobstjp,^^^^,re5ptft^c^^ 

^^WWiM^'hhW^^^ )t^i m9???PljfteneBV of 

^^^M^MM?, (^?. ^?ft^*. ^'^^^ W^^^?Jf o1?f 



/< I V^ . 9^T^^ W4^ . *<'.«'< ' > " 
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sttlfe'#mi)e'ivfery'Whaf«'dB^ei4fecr,'6vfen atnid the 
Idbbftded and t^y^iB^^ sii^^'bf 'tf^gk'Whidh'this 



1 



<^^4ii^tH^'tt6st'ai^ifle%drfk' f^'M^^^ 




^^iJuA'd&t^ eiiitoM ;''ana' e'M"inn!i^ii''Wm 
sufferings^ they are, upon the whole, to be envicJd 







'it L'lnLrJi JtMU jd.-ui 




now. The second and third I propos^ 'fo'dfe^^r. 



ho^ ' fetV ■f'etj^i^s qii'efetkyri, W ' the tlglitydfl^ ^t^ 

iiA|oaii^. ^i* AMWho ife y that Will Mri6^,tf f^ 
^ Wo-*4rs of tW tfri^h is gdoar • •' ' .'i^'J^'« 
''^ 5W(iw^*rtaky this io iaitiouht to an '}xtiti{iSv'^SfA 
^^atiAfe;' [hki no- drie WiB hatm iis, ^yM^ 
^fe'doM^t rtie teit leads' ns' to infer' Will 'fefe" ft 
8^iMty'a^kiii^"li^nri. '''He that foBtowe* sifi^f " 
i¥i^feoteiifeW atid tftdrty;" ^ays the WiSe 'nfeai 
b^fcit'e '(^die'dj'^todkli life, righteousness,! 'kftft 
h6h6ttr.^''Sd^' to'^^sition pkces lis kh^oltf^ 

mwkw^TeiuiW oP^dtiii.^ The 'iih^baiy ^mm 

Jiiify'hiitt' A^^-Wh^re 'my cknttdt de{>Kvfe •*« ftT 
k^gf ale ^liftfe l^les^gs; t»lief^'th6^ dkumim 
'^Wm'eims^ #i»r6bktibtt bf y^ g<y«*^dtfl 

-ffifi^Hfrhi^h' fnkk6lfbf^ea6fe."'''Hf GiM'iJfe te^, 
W^^ai?li)e^4Pnii&?^ -T^^ li^H^'Bf lift^od^ 
W^^af'M^^^l b^as^ and'disti^eib th^ti^i^tif, 
UW'tidWhot^Maif Hatai'theml'f&r <*' T*fi4t ^s'itt^ 
WtW#WatJf4y4n' Wi'iib^triisr 'He •may;#'i§ 
ihj^ ikxM'<ke •fcda^WsufiKi'lifli^ art*4s;»tt^Vtfi 
iSiel^,'b^iid iJl the feffirt^ bf hi^ Wilibe'Mthfe^ 
l^^in-ykourlt c(f th^latter bhl^, thkt harm i^'iftite 
mm. X^^'Ifi^e'vtlM be btt-itkr'sidfr,'' v^h'ki^jffl 
iJte teife attfepts'^bf tnaii^"'Hency the-di^fttie 
sU^'-bfe «ot ' dfr^ trf theto that kill thfe 




V6ayi'aiM<^^'th^ h^Wii^'ibate that thejr tick 



Ui,ca»%. }m]>^^h jm kmi ^^9 ym ¥*;:Wf hi 

mation of caprie^pua aft4 foHjble.. i^epci. ^.j^^>|^^ejp 

^^ ,,,^^n to beihpl^ , jini9#y*" ?,f . iPiw>;fe#j?j^ 
Tnsdoip is from ^bpye/ ,hf iiu%?.po^|jjj:.^,,,^^ 

YMial interests ar^, t^frefore^.,|jf^w?^^r,>ifp9M,i5^ 
t^,inachiaations, the malice, thf!,. hat^ie^,^^^,!^^^ 
gp^ly men. Qpd is his judge^ and , i^p]p_HJ;f,^^^ 
f Ti^ , detenimin^ipn Iw . cpndii<?pn; m, P!^^J, ,|^"?r 
ti^jf4»* W^m,^oTie ^y esse^jti^ ha^mtC^jh^pj^p 
tw y^ if ,Twe pjiovili, ¥ tliere pipnouiicpi^^i^^^i^ 

^h>^> W^ff^J? qf ! bad fljie^,.,i]ap^t,j,^)^„^7(f^yj? 

0BWW.P?flftPt,4es^»;Tft.at,f^^» oVKS-.^ JfufP 
"(iip^g ,)Kp^a)*" \yh^e. it,.|«vpql4, l?p,,^iii4^,;^ 

pco^bqity, giif^n,WQn ^wtJM)^ty.ffl^ipUy.fi5¥g5r 
t^^ble.; ; It i^ii iho^ey^it^tqgetljef,. 9gf^|: .^Jp? 
ejporienee pf fi»cly ,tl^ fiWOd. inf?ft ^er ^ppfjjj^jr 
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iffaAgirigiiiiWit,xiii«rej(^ 

srfAgBin^arhe tftdlowiigf i of itbajtMWhichjtfogoft^ 

ofitemp(hrail)suffei»nioe>. whistter! physie^); Qr ; 
ifif ^ iUs inanifaldr itoi«tii^4 > If^jw^^^ f}el9?>rj 
ifaaximciaf ^^heathcn f phflosfflpby, fch^t , f ' sk i iwisgr iffitW 
iSEte jsu^ri rino/dfegrdee/^) It i% a i^jtiU >^s@rt I99SH8 

iiasxtvil/ UicfitHseii«ligiaa pliu^; l^tm b^iw<^ ^^9St 

th^tikhibti Isdiig^ impii^ses i «ppa ^ ^^ b^^ ^^^ 
^j^fiiRrinngtuifiioflall terrestrial pbj0c;tft.j;*gdfj^^ 
leteactxityjtflif -lADsp.i for i which h^oiAoWserv^Y^j^ 
iHeaireaiiwbilst ho feels itha ti^yi seqaQdf^ryj][^k|;^^ 
i<rf//^^t^g8fbelDT«v'f ^^JcorfipiMjed Uiriith. ; tfee^^K^f J^st[f|g 
^ijpidf/ 'i^hiB^( jabcnm'Uf iW|fiikt>; inQ^*Cfyer« i^ftcjp 
sensible that his body ikfLaffliptQd h^r^ lfQfii4^ 
^tus&Li^ hisi soul' thereii£t0ri;':whilst».in sJ^pr)!} he 
Js^ ifith the)Apb8tie^> '^thaj^ithe wi9fe]:ing^.4]^f^^ 
<p(f,6k»i&P^ine larie not Tmrth)^ . ick .be ccwp^r^ M)^ 
rtto/^gidryirraddchxtisikallHbe iiiaYealedr hi {hiii^J;; .)4s 
afflietidiGir43iiyi) bd ffias Uiei biQtnW > cloud audi las 



"^^cf ht^' l!6ftr ^t4^»^lj(^)^^4j&m,9iiftii^hql^ 

to bless God for his chastening " to the saviji^^f 
4^>;?*o*fl.'^^»^hei««ferioitori^yc<h^^ ofiffibtiiiaj^/the 
^e^^ ^f li^Ii^dn;! >W€f^ibde<»)iie t^snMbepti1de)i^df 
^fy^itfite tidaitutyi'Mc^c^^iii' Dim ^tabbinficlBriado 
p6^, be% hilrtb€fri^d(i*^' ait«tt8t»9na(!hxlc|ieQtra* 
fiis^i^y it Mrei^> th^ effedtfin of' tbinj^ioiai eVifi^by 
ir^in^ ' tf u^ iniiidii, 4s Has> i bb^» iaU^ouiy bbs6i70d> 
Iib6^^ th^ < isoUtingencids of )thii^iUDictiKiti%j8tate9 
kid^lii^g' thete la^hi the gt<H^iodiB[^rojB^eat[^^^^ 
MtiiiB^'f^ridl, where>^^wtar bea*itede<^.flhalU bfavtranif 
^k^(9&M Mid tuiabaftrng^^^heKe ^liheiibnscHnedrjtf 
\\!l& Ud^d^^ih^l^^m^ w!4lki«oi]99:iandrrei)edftstiii^ 
^lijr ^^fi t^i^^h^afdi^^^'^wh^rtti tfaeij^^allidbiaiitgi^ 
^iM^^j^adti^s^^ttridi^g^row knd) sighingrrslMAr^^ 
^Afw^y.^'^^^Morioveir, byi'balandlngpftlife hktepsstBbi^ 
^m/s^f^^^k^i^^im^ ofrtiflbej wi lobdaUflenfieldf 
4h^ ^i^Bit^' ^fflii^k>i]te^(}the Joi)^ 
Ibn'^ing' ^f^^^fSiG^ipermknen&ibl^p^ 
'tiifeuJidfl wds in»*he)oth«r.^J);K-( ,-(( nJj )\dlnl-J^ 
^<' IP^^ itiv^sibnrselv^ in/ithe^jnrhote iurnluHir^off 
lf%ht^oi^h6ds>' seeking iihe aklaf God^B Uofy iqfai^ 
ib ' slireiifgth^ef^ and^^^v^iie^ ^nir holj^iareBoJ/atioiiif, 
"1^ shdl be altii^^^er seduie>£pom >fatoiif ibecaiuto, 
iSA the malice^ theiDevil will hb dlo&atadjbjrittiir 
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leststancQ 1x> fai» aftisaults^ iq»d ^the cmoym pi ^ht^ 
GhriMditn's triumpli wUl reward our €onc{i;ii^^1tc 
tlirdugji: Jteus Christ. ^* Whoso feaneth the Ijqt^ 
shall cieNbifear nor be afiraid> for Hf^ is his hoper^ 
For the /eyes of the Lord.are upon them tbal loty^ 
Him ^; He IB thdr mighty protection andi stntusF 
stay;i a pneservation: from stumblingi naiuiiaihiBlp: 

1 

fixrtn falKn^." ^ The Lord is our uphold^/T* 
Ghrist4s the • rock o£ our salvation^ Whilst if^t^ 
stand firm upon this rock^ ^' the gates ofi hell shflJi 
not prevail against us." We are secure fronts aUj 
perils from without ; from all dangers from withiiifri 
In his blood only can *' our" robes be made white/j> 
He' is ^our strength and our Redeemer."; /Faitlb^t 
howerer, in him, is the great condition of jsajvafc 
tkmi We must come to him to have lifeinfeir< 
'^without him we can do nothmg." ; .; /nirf 

>^nls it not then our interest to be rightediis^tj 
Aife wte not absolutely benefited by religion. ev^. 
ih> this lifey and i^ball we not be incahmJbldjii 
more' so ill the nest? Is there a Christian yfiki» 
doubts this? 'W4iy then forbear to pra^e./H. 
^''WithaU'OurJieaKts, with all our souls, and wi<)h 
all Q|»r straigAh"^? n Why^ evade its duties? Why? 
become "lovers of ourselves, more than lovers- <rf 
God,^ -knowing that He shall be the arbiter of our 
destinies in a future wDrld ? • h 

' Religion is our only safeguard against the peri^ 
of eteriiityy^^our ^nly security for its joys. Ifc 
r adses nm <abov6 the influence of evil, as we . have' 



dl^^ady se^nfv, ani Irdiiderg tiift' rdativily Itappy^^ ismit 
ibniddt the tiials of ly pfrobatioiiieuTt atate. WMi^iid 
ifc 'tififere is, ^ert xatn We, no peac^. Without liU 
thefire is no cc^ktibn fo# us, amid the>idi)ffieultidi^ 
tnth wMch wis? aire everywhere besets »/ WithiMtl 
it tfae^ inkd odui^Dt • hare ¥itcourse tib thosi ^ kqjdbj 
atld^elight itself' ^k those- prospects^ idiich leare^ 
everjtihdng that is^ s6 > kimeasiirably behind tiiat 
whidi'idiall be; andwfaicb cause* all ^itsr exp€»tb-^ 
iShm hi time ^d nieFge in.those of eternity,' Jbh^reby 
taking from the casualties of this life tiie pyowi^nof 
miktbriallyr affecting tis. Besides too, it is religioQ|,( 
and religion onlyy which fortifies the icoti^ietic^ 
aj^imist the terrible inroads • of remorse^ and reii-' 
dars it ther most cheering inmate . of the human 
bosonU ' And where the malice of ungodly men; 
may attempt to d^tade us, by directing against 
us^ the vituperations of a spl^ietic dind oensoridus 
iqurit, ithi$ ! biteiTlial lutipire decides :fori < us - to thid 
saitis£ic4iion: iof our <rwn heiElrts^ and thei ! shafts o£ 
their malice ifsQl < impotently befoce it.i ^From rdit* 
gion> mose»ver, we imbibe> the. tridy Sublime ({ler^ 
stasioH^ that 'f neither deaih, jbloc Itfeymoi^arigi^, 
nor prindpalities, nor pewdrsi^ ndr iihiiigstpnQii^iit^ 
nor things to come,, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be ablei to separate uEs from^ 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus ioiur Lord^f 
What but religion; can .impart to ussuchioonsda- 
tory assurances as these? I have, therefbrep nlar 
hesitation in affirming>thatlif>we onlyodntnve^^fiko 
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influence of evU; for "who is he"thAt?"#fll'*aHto' 

ydttjiff^Sd>fbiWi*»'ttf'thk%iHbh'i» griibar^i 

gie«id «l&i^%^hti(7-tilfetited 'bf'the efS^s'6f<'ii)yi4ifi%} 
iii'^i^reidn'ii^'tlkt of ^^d t^6^;' ^eiift^^j ^ 
itttewst#4f><thl»' '#6rld toe, ' with the Uti^M^^ 
^ofld{uy<bu^i>|)tifilaiy < ol^ectsV ' , Hils ^ii^^,' 
thw^tote/ '^lMhe"chiefly '&a.gt<Msdaf by ^ tlie-^Uf^ 
p'ressnti iMi'>iwhfehJ'eHrii'i6' espebial}y'''pt6i^ditf^^ 
whti«(tith&t)i^ «'^d'Mkjn'Wiu£e{fat^')y'^d»>i^ 
i«if4Af6i'lif<^Ifti^t<6/'\f ith whieh i^vil can 'h«EV«f 'liiefthi^ 
iiis»id(f>t^l66kUn 4l(«'tfbMies'<}f evei'ldstiiig'vi^j &^ 

ddt^e;; (i^hi»di^« Intbre^tis 'of ^^a iv^tid"i6fa^%^ 

^brllge'4}i6i^jikiter«^ts,' Ml' lUititirkEy' < i^k^'i^ 
d^piyi^'b^ays^ '^ie^'^only pfoi^pi^cts'^Kif ' hd^i^iiSl^' 
«Mdi WeP^«^-^efi(l^cttiHkiied «d'^hddt^^,^>M^ 
b# thter«by'%d^Mt'^^ttild<if ^e CannofttUib'bytittdi'f/ 
d^m Ii^«)d^<thei4di«ia^ntttiai«3!of<<thii§'vrdl^ld^io' 
^ g}yti%i'J(^ill(ii^h&fliby T^v^8^Miit6'lig\de6^' 
&|(««dlh^) i«4ia«:«i^&dtatidn';can^ w^ eMt^Afiit^ 
tiKfmetelfieil^Yo^sdA'bf (t^ ^d^el behi^- r^^iiied* 
«ip«fe,o«»«fi«ijWfe tdti*iV6> nd 'consiild6ott -frcwnl^iK^* 
ltdtei«:>thi§'^8^« > of'O^r 'tietn^ral affliction ? ''Ifi* 
tiiod^i^yonfl$6s>'W!«><t;onlb^«d' '' the hope ^^faic!^!^ 
ImU ll^.ifo»i«» t^>ii«^V6i<'^t''Upoti'thi!ii)&, ill' 'bftf' 



M>fpdR«ff, dtf?) periJ„.iM„tlWf;SWerd?n(fiayiGBOo«Jl' 

hf;a^ft^)|fi^jptUUf^ii;upQniH,ih§.«bw«kl^ aBiiiJfapsft 

fp»waj:4, \vi^ ►^ o^U»i fft94 1 hfi^) op«li4«f %ftoj.Jfc«tr 
glorio^s and:iiwhai!^fi^iWe,,pQPflpsi»jftji^^d*oi*l 
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BedBenl^sr.kvi^Gtm. ^ < He hasj no< >qcms(dhtMif> iil 
Gbziitt^ and^ 'oonsequentip;! .^udie ti^ai^ ;il^vijbf 
tins life perplex and ^toimieirt i him^ cspecttDy,) tbbf^ 
eause lie )hasj exdudl^d Jbiqiself' i&dm the^ in&llible^ 
reine%>ia^]ist thenv^-Hrpligaon. r\\y.) < j iV> ,.icin 
<it fiC^wy^idtbougli we^ a31^uperhapB> omeeirei.xMvt; 
seheB> to'be religious^ apid no dcnibl aref»Di«^ra 
eobtainie^ctentytv^ ^fs^y nevertdieleM, '^ cboiis Isfakini 
o£idhew^lbryi^of'/God''; land we certaialy ^ ^liatil/ do 
80ii£>6ttrreligiim; emanate not from <th^.iltaaijt»7 
pnless we Jbeliere-jas well BS profess; unless ^iivb 
act righteously as well as juray devoutly ^ ixidess 
weibye die Lofd^as well/ds praise Him. v ^Leti us 
remembery tiiat iin proportion aB we. are la&ifaor 
mniest^iin nd^ny the. nuseries iof Mfe ^^ 
gtfieTOudly or , lightl jr upon us. In proportion /md 
w^ ^^8et> our lafifections c«i things dboyifi^"/ itiU 
f^lmga, of the earth" will ^ necessarily : lose iidsBtij^t 
influence over us* It is not that the g6iod'>nsafi 
doei^ not sufibr talAmrtj equally with the had^oUe^ 
b«it' ihat tt^has not an equal or like ppwerdten 
hjm. Bespaif^ too> frequently aggravates the 
sufferings >o£ tilbsoiie, 4^pres8es him and destrorfi^ 
his pea)c€^i /vtdiilst' hop^ dbeerfiiUy - supports ihe 
other, tekohing him to repose his confidence in 
the mercy and sufferings of a crucified Savioun 
^f Great plagues remain for the ungodly ; but whoso 
p^tteth. his trust in the Lord, mercy embraeetk 
him* on every side." > 
ihliookii^diy .at i the influence of misfortune but tl>o 



fi^qnently iipoa' the! miids xjf ' ^btgAnelmtB "jbelL 
Hopelessnei^msidneS8^ieifciQr8e,ajid eveb deai;fa;drd 
efteu tbe gloomy consequeiices o£ a s^^dicp stibveaf^ 
sibh '•• bt their iworldiy Obiofpefii. We see . the (rigiiteous 
man^ on the other haiidv patienify tesigmbig! > fahn^ 
sel£^tO'the>oondk30ii whidh Providenoe^k^^ to 
assign Mm^ *^loiigiDg to depart and be with Christy" 
but 'stilly like St^ Paul^ happy to sufiet'foa: tbeisake 
qI^ Hirit ' who not only ^ ssa£Pered, tKit died' for i Mi^; 
te^oicthg in the confident expectailSon thaitihis 
chastening ma surely terminate in .Undinuniskiiig, 
e?etiaBting' blessedness. ^' : ': tr 

. i ' Lasily^-^r-^ahd it is the natural eodcluision from 
what &as been already urged>-^-4he nghteoiis need 
lame* mo fears so long as they contifitie toib^^ fiil^ 
lowers of that which is good.'* Upon them the 
Holy Spirit acts as guardian and director; As 
gufllrdian in apportioniikg to them the preventkg 
grace! of 6od ; m awakening itheir cotosciences^tba 
full stese of the dangers with which siil besets ibdk 
path ;< in protelcting them against tfaeitemptirtiinid 
of " the . world, the &eah, and the dewl/* M 
director^ in suggesting holy tiioughti and pious 
resolutions; in stirring up their hearts to ' good 
desires ; in dictating prayers to Ood for his main- 
fold and great mercies ; and in ^'keeping them 
unspotted from the world." Now, this defence 
against the wiles of the adversary, wUl never be 
wanting to those who "seek the Lord at a time 
when he may be found," who ^' call upon him while 
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Ner need Ihejr Imw anf fteri^ as Im^ 
with them, beeMie it witt be att eflbfetnil praleo- 
tkffir egaiaat A iSemit the nit%n^ of ftrtJriT can 
devM, ti»^^^¥i(iidtw«F tfaem from ibit ihhiirilMii^ 
pieffMPei <mf tiien in perpetmi^^ amd thii: ^goodly 
fefie^sM^ of &e ptopliets, Ite noble wnetj ^ 
nsltyin^ and iH the glofioiui oempany of Heufitt.* 
Thi^ ile^'hiave ao appreheoaions of ferfinting Ike 
fivii^AeFeyy whist they coBthiue i& thu» biily 
9tete, fer ^ tJbe Jjord seekdh imckL to worriup iuttL" 
Althoiigh they haTe no feara, wiJbt tikey e6i i il rifct 
to ^'flffipre €rod, and keep hk cbnaaaiitedlil^'' 
hvHHility^ nerertheless, will not forsake thcM *Mfe 
^w^sb^ him in spirit and in truth;* for huJ i fl il y 
is HiseparaMe ftom a just view of oar own niitMnl 
sti^, of our red«aption by CSirist, the amiii i mi 
eon^tiDn of man^ and the consequ^tit plMiMiy 
mercy of God. Humility k, in het, ^ toweii- 
st(me of pnre religion : and it is, tfaereferis ]|^- 
fectly oonq^atible with a full relianee <m tiie pit- 
ticipation in those joys and transports, wki<sli' tte 
assured to those ^^ who by patient centlhtiaiiee In 
well doing, seek for glory and hcmour and immor- 
tality.'' It greatly exalts our confidence by attri- 
buting our salvation solely to the merits of Christ, 
and nothing to our own. Confidence in the merits 
of the Redeemer, which none but a righteous man 
can really possess, for to such only can they be 
available, will keep him above those debasing terrors 



• to BtMidA iWediB^ t|^4M^n»|Lr 

.fences we Head hair«) bo i^s^^iiUi^ii^ 

ifMH; h9m.ithvmk»t maaon ta>ei^lwiti 'f^th^f /be 
io .(sNmI, tiMA.give!^ m ibe •i^oty .thr^uglL « J^us 

* C3urlitr^ His tiiftt^ ii{ii^n.jth0:1ir]M€^ryA4^^ 

! tiigbbeom m9X^, lo jaaoke hifioi ti(»i^ .iw4i^et»i«u4y 

jsomiidilei^ if Ims :;d0voit^ that^^lH^Jis 

vgo^f !4m^ if be deesi iK)> he draws.. $rei{^>>t|be 

whm i^Ke i(9WM». of. tilie kit ;g^Q»iL fi6»n^^^ 
. been di^k^rsaki^ ;> ik ^ ..hkv;-* .^? b^>\,'3i^^ 
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SERMON X^ 
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THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 



1 Peter, hi. 13. 

B f 

" And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of 
that which is good ?" 



In considering these words, I have already occu- 
pied your attention by the first inference, to 
which the subject led me — ^namely, that it is to 
our interest to be righteous. Now, if it be admitted, 
as I then' endeavoured to show — ^first, that the 
righteous are placed above the reach of moral 
injury from the ungodly ; secondly, that they are 
beyond the influence of evil ; thirdly, that the 
interests of this life, being with them not primary, 
but secondary objects, its afflictions cannot make 
them miserable whilst they have the consolations 
of religion ; and, lastly, that they need have no 
fears, so long as they continue to be ^' followers of 
that which is good :" I say, if these points were 
severally established, then the proposition laid down 

l2 
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is at oncQ cleiarly determined^ thjat it is to our in- 
terest to bp rightfspus. Hear the Prophet T^ze- 
kielj too, in i;onfii:mation of this truth : — '* When 
the ;wic|ced mantur^e1|h a^way from his wickedness 
that he hath committed, and doeth that which, is 

•! 7^ -ri-jr,-^ ■ ■ • ■: ■■■,' ■ ' • ■',■>'!// dull- 

lawful and riffht, he shall save his soul alive. ^ Be- 
ca,use he considereth, and turijeth away from all 
his,transgres§ipus, he shall surely live and not d^e.** 
But, '^ when the riffhteous turneth away from his 
riffhjteousness, and committeth iniquity, and doetn 
according: to aU the abominations that the wicked 
man doeth,. shall he live? All his riprhteousness 
that he hath done shall not be mentioned : ju his 

he has sinned, in th^m shall he die." Here, then, 
is at once a full confirmation of this important 
doctrine, and it not only shows, that it is to our 
interest to be righteous, but that it is also ,to our 
interest to conttntie so. . r r 

I pass on, to the second deduction from . tms 
truth, which is th^ subi^ct now to be considered-77 
nami^ly, l^hat^ then it must be against our interest 
to be unrighteous. This will sufficiently topean 
to us, if we consider, first, that unriffhteousnesa 
leads even in this world to more suffering than 
enjoyment, *'They that plow iniquity and sow 
wickeduess/ saj;s the Patriarch, '' reap the saHie.** 
" Though it be sweet in th^ir mouths, though th^ 
hide it under their tongue^, though they spare it; 
and forsake it not, yet it is the gall of asps within 
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them." We may see this sad truth confirmed 
within our daily experiiehce. Where does the un- 
righteous man seek enjoyment ? Not " where 
true joys are to be found/* but in those pleasures 
oi^ly where continued excitement is elicited ; where 
reflection is absorbed in the activities of sensual pur- 
suit; where the affections are depraved by the 
seductions of art, of luxury, of flattery^ of that 
visioi;iary bliss, which has the body only for its ob- 
ject, or, at least, in which the soul can find no 
lasting participation. There is nottiing in all this 
to promote happiness, because, siich pleasures 
(jmckly pass, and, if succeeded by others, we know 
that these also cannot continue, but that they 
must soon fail us altogether. Besides wMch, when 
pasf, they too frequently leave the stings of re- 
morse behind them. The unrighteous man suffers 
more than he enjoys, because, whilst the desires of 
the body only are gratified, the soul has no peace; 
and in the soul it is that we suffer the most acutely. 
Beyond what the desires of the nesh may dictate, 
the ungoj^y man seeks for, no mdtivp of acljon ; 
he lisiens to no inopitor layA sel^lovi^, liiid, there- 
fore, cannof command those comforts wnich exclu- 
sively attach to such as secure them by the very 
opposite course. Indeed, the senses are the only re- 
positories of his hopes : to gratify them, is the main 
object of his life ; and when they fail him, what must 
be the prospects before him, to which they can con- 
tribute not a single ray of enjoyment : but, on the 
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6tolykry;oT^ which dreaty pi'esetitiniftote and obk*- 
$i^ui3> > guHt <mu9t combine ^to cafit that 'gli^ta 
Mhkk * shall^ aHi^e froaa the alarms ' of an kpp^^ 
heniied' exckision from the felicities of Heav^ atid 
tt>'dread^d islbabdomiient to the miseriets o^-Hi^il?^^' 
(-> N^; wifilst the enjoymentd t>f the tiiiKi]ght(i(Ais 
man are confined to this worlds thef asfi^i^t b^iS^L^ 
ivM(a}eitib iadd nugatory, becattse they can otfly^iast 
-as ' ^hfiig ' lis he has ^ ihe ' cafpaidity of induljglng ^^ tii 
theitfyQilidithid must ever be to him a Bdurce c^ 
tti[iqiiiet refleeiicm; He has no seieurityiai^ieke 
l(«^yMents< Disease, adversity, and a thdnl^a^ 
6iti&p ilis> which are comprised within the nattbw 
«fet^ of 'OjiTi^teilcd, may speedily, place them beyofid 
ltii^>)^9{j of hi$^ possession. He miysee thfekh 
%e£M^ hiibi ianditot be able to participate ih iMm, 
htt^^ "^6 tl^> but not the capacity ; and^^Mn^ 
iy^, like thfe fabled fruit of the wilderneBS> whieh, 
tb *he eye of the thirsty traveller, was an objeol cjf 
^IHIurti^ invitation, bat when applied to the pai^ched 
•and eag^r Bps, yielded onty ashes an^ bitternless! : 
ik>j,^toth^ui^right^oui^ man shall eventually b^ the 
'f^uitSi olhfo'iiiiqtjlty, pltRfked from th^ polluted 
Bt^m'bf ij^^^iii^d ^eaa^rd ; he shall taste them till 
'^fey im <nAj send forth bittemeas. He mayy iii- 
d^^'go dn for a while successfully, and with little 
^^bl€l sufibrisi^, but> in the end, ^^ hi$ travail shaU 
doit^ upbsi his bwh head, tod Ixk wickedness shall 
feftvup<in hi6 oWjQ pite** ^The confiaderations, the 
fearer tys exj^eri^c^ of the-fiigitiveness, together 



. -i 
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also with the vmiertmAy of afl ^ earthly /cih|wts^ 
which he cannot but f have {>erceived>f must nat^icidly 
tead to render him unfixed in nfand^dissa^tisfied with 
the present^ doubtful s^ to the futurcy and^ yrhmi^ 
he i;hii|lss at all, wretched. It is mlf^ihtpimpi^t 
of a; bright reversion beyoad the dbks^ l^t/can 
quiet an agitated and unsettled hearts. ^^ 

A>man must be w^er oontinual tdis^itiisti.ttnd^^ 
therofoi^e, continually ,<ip(ii8erdblei whctf e he Jpfoiinds 
his hopes to a e^ene of things iwhieh-^pei^petiiaUy 
shifting ; wfaielv ui^er tha ? most . ifavQUf ^^i , tijir- 
jcumstances> \ cannot be otherwise ithan^ tsfai^iTts^^wd 
whose^ cotitinuanee is not? secure to: Imn i^ single 
dpooment. He may enjoy, that i^t^ hi^.i^@^0v Sf^nsfa- 
tions may be griptified ; his b^dyimay l]|ej satiated 
with those twbiulent delights to! wh;^'ii4p^<it 
€&iigB, tout: the ^ober,; ithWsing, i|ftmatffiia|rj $swl> 
dan* find nothing ton^posean ^mid thp qtiejB^tifln^^s 
[puo'siiite of sense. - fThere can ibe^.^orp^wejl^ city 
ibecause ifr wiU lo^k beyouM ■ thi$t|lifei: i^riwll 
look with a^prdieasiOTi and aJfertia- qffw»Ql4>U«rjOf 
that principle^of immo^taJityi<>f'i^4)k;hith0^^^an-- 
ing faculty; howevter pi^tiYer^ely .dit^04* cwnot 
divest it, the view of eternity i wW (q«p^»^iftdly ' rise 
befoire it^ and how, then^ !e«a it be otherwise /than 
Wretched, where it' must feel < sensible, that^>^ \Mapre- 
pared> corruptl, and searied^ it oab haive inO: portimi 
in that splendid iidl^rkaltcet.lv^hic^ h^ 
<iiased for the xightedus by ■ the precious hloodi . of 
the crucified' &oii off God I The. seat of bappuieas 
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pmpiatoif^i aft)W(i3>it blm/feeljitoillastiii^ re^oeearl 
aBcKfir plf^uce iii i Itibem kti^ ipainy oxud^oji bqti IboiW^ 
r<«ftii3©ij»^ifei<tiQn'^ i can ^ bfe tnop. 

C4i|M})Q<ic^( iwt)ii3|pQi$; to ; \biiA^ lihe :aW£dl. wobfts >(»£ itmn 
spp^tippm-^lltfiQ >i9ght€roius t inn 

eveii^tif^ i^mfltal>»<iuce^iand-his.%Weoustiefls fe*f^ 
n^Wlj^j^rfbi^ti^^rr^ lTb^)filIlgocily fthatt 8^e ilv»andii 

aii^(^U¥{i#HllC^,a?^ll^ ) the dasjre of the ungodly tdhatt/^ 

3^<?»fi#f y^'W^ighteQUfiOaiessi >robi^ us> : of omU selfe.) ^ 

IcgjkgfttqjiifertinVrhil^t we esteem ouweilires^JhBcaltt^i: 
wJi^H? <Wl^y (MijiHofl^jeste^moourselYesy iwoi mii^trribfili 
s^s)hkli(t^at Y^rc^n have inoelaiixytof the fesfe^iiDr 
of,ifl[the]|^«i/; jwjbdii^: goadj opinion r«tf their &Ho1fH( t 
creatures even the ungodly' look; lApoaitOf ;hd) ailfii 
ol^0Q^H(9|f 4^ii^4il7/Qet9ide&5 ; i^hem a oaan: lofits 
thjP(lrir^p^ti)twhiob»ibfrnlo«ghtnto ei^ 
hipi^fTfTa^il^ hy a rei^pect forj oucaelyes, L/.ddi. 
nojti0]|e^fL ,an.;Qye(rw)e€poihoig asamnption of utoDal 
sujN^riQrity .<)Ter . othessr bn^t thatf idignified feetiiDgi > « 
wlp^h n^M^^irally arlfi;§S;fi:om>atfirm> though humbH v 
aasjwraac^jth^t we ajGeiftgoksig the way of all peace/. . 
whikt wo 4r(^ seeking earnestly to do the will of. 



he iB>t^ Q»(Nisrlikeiyltoiyidd to .t^e'^feiDptiiddl^ 

guardi ioTer> hkfilaissiomdri^ 
andd with^tiobselfiibi^qQiel^Jte&R^ itidtndle.^^' >IV{M« 
hfyii^belinqiiished ihilt^mgtmhtti^oliyif-^t^^M^ 
abmy$^^ im^os^, mote^or 1^' up6n ^Ur* Jlblt^y <^if^i^ 
andf i^btioHSy >ihe Meota^ \mt}etiehtmg^^^^b^U' 
nate^t redklesfi, i rash>; ' dUidi i Wheh ^e< h^^^t)^'^toi%6r ^ 
any Isedret^ sipprob^tion^^te 'Ai^ect>'^fe iiriptiliid^j^ 
they ^ill naturally • bear ^ him < bi^dlonj^ i^&Mlyi 
irita«ei»op,'irtto guilt. :The» It is nh^PihM^ty 
mdkesi saeh t inroads^ upoii the^ 'j^ul^ri 1 11^^ 

wyiabaridoii «il olir hop»' iri' Christ, >fbtfeit^ birr 
interest in his most merciful atonement, and-lfiiBb 
ag^ ihmi the bkssdd-^£b6rty;%h6!^ewli^^h6>h^^ 
maudd^iislree/^ into the de|>MabIe< b^nd%e 6^^ii^"' 
au^ideat^. >Then it k that vte se^^lbrl^pi^ttii^ ' 
ths6ugh I ouDsel vesy and^ diot thtdugh* Hi^^ M^ di^d ' 
soTigmamiidoiffisdytto^produTeiJt ^v^J ^»>lfhui^*ltri§» 
theEtv l^en^e tbare 'lost our self^te^^m, Wfe'^^itik 
in*o de^radatkott andsifiii ^'Vl • -^^ ^'-y'^ <'^i}fsu' 
^hei it not be vtnagmedyithartlwhill^'^^ liftaiiAttiti 
seUtesteem, tasidenr ' it$ &Qt liiniiationi^f to^l^ {t>^rthiy 
of»ioul: Ghrirtian prbfe«8ion, we wodid th^eby 
eiekude humility^ whk^, thotigh it notay^ fieeiti to be 
incoKisistent with itj 't^afly is not so ; becati^e thib 
setf^steemi when ptop6riy direct^, 'k- only* thii 
preventing quality^ of Cfat n^turer which^ k6ej)^ ' tri^ 
above the lowest degrltdaftions of sin; and actubtei^ 
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iua to> seek ccnnitiQiiion witk the Holy Spirit^ who 
10 akme aide to render us ^^wise unto salvation;^ 
^Though we know that we are ali> in the expreii- 
me language of the prqphet, ^^ a& an undean 
'thing/ that ^^we do £ade as a^leaf> and our iaiifui- 
ties> likci the wind^ have taken us^ away "^-^we oagUt^ 
nei'ierthdtess, to feel that the Almighty has^onsidep- 
ed us to be. objects worthy of his mercy ; that/ Clurist 
has thought our salvation of sufficient important 
to induce him to die, in order to secure it to us> 
and) therefore, though in our himiiUty^ we > ae^ 
knowledge our unworthiness, even if the least) of 
those blessings whidi the Saviour has condescended 
to secure for us by e^iating pur original . guilty 
«til), it does not surely become us, to think ■ too 
lowly of any for whom Christ died, ourselves .not 
excepted, whilst in his laws is their delight ; 
and such self-esteem as keeps us only in sob- 
Jection to the gospel, and withholds us > firom 
those depravities, which are so odious to ourR^ 
deemer, cannot be offensire in his eyes. As ^e 
fallen children of Adam, we cannot think too 
lowly of obrselves^ but as the redeemed children 
of God, that rself-^steem will never be misplaced, 
which tends to promote his glory and our own sal^ 
vation« 

Thirdly, as unrighteousness renders us joyless 
in life, so will it also render us miserable in dea^ 
As to the joys of this world, which accrue to uis 
from -sin, ikey are the mere passing shadows (^ 
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the moment ^' the > Isfodkiea ii«n]|)tions^> of ^^emdti^ 
and exditement^ which aJmc^^mvarialfljQJeaTdjjdb- 
appointmiint behind them ; i the smiling haH)ingl6F8 
of misery and ruin^* A gnilty <c6urse jsaa neVer/he 
a happy one, beicaiise it cutst us off at dnce fbzto 
all the consolations^ of religion, and £11^ the! hMirt, 
in bur momi^nts of necessary relaxation^ with anxio- 
ties; rwitb doubts, with gloomy pt^esentimeiits, 
alarms) and terrors. In proportion as our careirir 
of life is marked by guilt, so must it be painful, 
without promise, wiliiout joy4 How cein happiness 
loccnie to the ungodly? Will reflection bring! il; 
to: them? Alas! this can afford tiiem no comfoitt, 
no promises, no hopes. As long as they determine 
to fight under the banners of sin, they rmust'.be 
content to receive its wages — st&ff^ngimisery and 
death. Reflection encourages in them no c(mao^ 
ktery expectations, whilst tiliey live without God 
in the world; but, on the contrary, assures thaso, 
that> unless they repent, thcrf must be miserable 
for ever ; — that whilst they seek enjoyment only m 
time, they can secure none in eternity. To them 
there can be no pleasure in looking back upon the 
past ; because it has been unprofitably ipent, aild 
they know that the time must come when it is to 
be accounted for : there is none in the present ; 
because they are sensible that it will be shortly, 
Kke the past, heavily charged with their misdeeds: 
there is none in the future, whiUst they persist in 
sin; because ^A^re,,there is nothing biit a^f fearM 
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KJftktt^ifiir' ^ft^titlgnttnt^Mitii aAticipatfori' '6^ UH 
mt is'tiibsf aWftif td hiiiiiari'ftcftitemplatit«i'in'4;hte' 

iti;eiB^lMith«rit;'fW- '«tlriJr'WotiM ^ri6t cdmfe 'iirti' 
l!Re»mvitiWrpMt't%Aiflght=liite'mr' ''■''' ''''■'' 
^''''m%m''h^& ^ dg^, al^! ivhataife'iiife AiSgi' 
rl^i^to'WHicWW exposfes tis!' Here ft is,' iiidii^; 
mMeko'^ed iipoirty ^ate of the iiririgtitt^ti^ 
tM/^WHti'W'reicHea thb pertod ' of his dat]^^;' 
^btft hiWtt^''i)i'e^red Mriiself for the'aoiotirit^ 
^<iHie'^^ U^min called upoii to deKv^i"itt' 
tb"<H^''Jrid^ of quick arid dead. What are' h& 
^mp^et^iiimr "mt^^e Are his hdp^, his th^Ai^ 
d¥*'^jtifi«eiit, Wis cofifeolatiotis, his proimisesi hiy- 
pir^i^^?^ What his he now to cheei', to anhtfatfe- 
Httti>P'Wftai htts^h^ to shield hini from the hdri-o^ 
of^ d'b^ii^a «pff it, 6f a joyless and des^^f- 
s^?^''Thfe' dtekdful d^unciations of AlttiS^tf 
vengeance ring in his ears — " this night thy roiil' 
sWl U i^d«itiir«d^^thee." " Fot irl the hand of'^e 
EbVathfer^^ii'a '%; and ifie Wine is fed: itisfiiH' 
iMxeffi'aM hd'^iitire^ otit of the same.' 'Afffdif' 
tl^-m^ £h^i^e6f, iiii' the tingbdly of the eartli' 
sMi d^iit^'Mih '«^ck thfem oat * He fcaiiii6^ ' 
ri(i^i^kbrt'tbthiose enjoyments Which the i^6M' 
iM-'^'^abtirtdaKtly afforded him: they afe >ali; 
bMdd'^th thetliiiigs thit have been; andtJi^i^i 
i^k&iil'bhiy tlie*TCrn?etttbrance of them toinSitit 
ttie^^fii^s bf 'c^nMijKs'gmlt,' when the short-fived- 
rMtife^'sH^ have p^t for ever. 
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of) ,a,moqa^fV,., ,Wha^:.WffPt^5My/fpt.lK9^i "Wi 

had never iC!^pr^4|t^!h^^,G9o4 4^i;^^g^^,y.^i3,,fl|^ 
hi§.;M^ ,^d,.strengl)l;i, ^Ae;^!,Ott|; |VVflH?(tPftPgs, 

^W^veK^ j»erhap*4p ,no^h|qgT<. .^'li^il^ftynVf .gffW^ 
H,pafst. ...He.may ,f|?^l .^hip h,Qrp:pj:?,oCj|emqr;?e, ^^ 
h^ cannot fepwt c; the :^wsij?s ^qi^ ,^119, i?>w^ W?i*4f^ 
^j^p^^tan<le, . He has ; np , .tlw^g^s, !!^yf.,;p^t,i,^, 
eternity, yet ^ose, thoughts f4reTfi%er,.$^\ei |di(5^t^ 
of despw, thwithose of a.^j^^t con^^9g>pft;, 
aj^ th^J^ ai^er,^peD,4iog^ p <9)Jy l^Q.^wittSite^f > 
t9,,tbe,gratifi(?atio»s of the; l>px^y,.J^^/dies,.,p|iWi 
thj?.^.afld %u:J&4,,cpiiLviclion.thf»t,h«| i^#er9))jf| 
asgrificed bisi irjarnQptal spt^l, ,iVyiU it^.^tf.^lj/^iihl'l^ 
sjiflici^Pltly pvidept,,<iia^.it>iis;8g^i);?|tj ojt^inteiffs^ 

,„jW|9, come jc^ow ; tp ^he cowfl#pg.;Pfirj'i 9^m> 
si^Jlgept— nacojely, wh^t inptiyes ,^e.,t^.,^|i)ipplj^ 
%t godliness, . ^i^ei^ >:v\fpr<^,,vf;|J,,hqiiB f^i?^^,?^ 
tlfis is ^ .coRclv|sipii.,,uat»ra^X ,*WW(5> |Wffb%« 
dpptrines whioh haye.h^^^^^y .^i^flisji^^, 9fflr. 
nji;?i.^iyes for gpdlineas, ,tl^eni^e,th(^,^p>dsf,)^bj^l:),)J^ 
jprpposes — a, Mh,.f)( :relati?;e h?ppia[ie^i|.hpje,|p^: 
p^ei3*ry happiness hereafter. , > ."JVte \^vfi , p,^ , ii^^j, , 

uArighteousness operates,, ap^ ,t^e , fruits,, ?vl^e]hi4it, 
produces. The co»trai;y cQ\^e.,flQiU|i^ pf,p4u;9P, 

contrary results. An^^ip^^^d, lpQH.'Yfli^;ey^,]^^.^ 
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aJra^e^]:7lwh^re the' mofit beccttmngly prabt^^/^ 
theibkmd aibdtioiifir oB the heskitli^ttio&tfefhenify 
rfseiproQfated; t^i all those pure feelings /i3f§thb^ 
soulj ¥lth "which our most exquisite di^ o^ t^^^' 
pcttttl sej^bymeAts are associated^ are eveifywh^* 
limt exejteised by the best meh. They ar^ niietti^' 
sKrily the most happy in; their state of pilgrima^d^ 
ii|]k>ii^ ' earthy because^ whatever their extt^sA- 
sufferings i» this life> they are fully alive W Hhfe^ 
transportkng' aasurahee^ that^ '^ if their eartlrfy" 
hwisei^rf tlds tafcernaele were dissolved, they" h^t?^ 
a^buikling of God, em house not made with haf^s^, 
e4)en^>^in the Havens;" and such an ^^isvttki^' 
must ever be to them a preservative against a%s6^^ 
lirteJ^ims^ry ia tWs world. They may, ind^^d, 
sufifer hefi^e; ^ but they cannot be cast dbwh^y 
they may be *^ oppressed,'' but they will -itot ' 
be -f^ forsaken^** whilst ^^ they look for ii dSfcy 
which hath foiiftdaiiotis, whose builder and itiakbi^ 
iS'<iod;^. ' '^^' • ■ • •'' ■" *>' 

If the real and only enjoyments of this tran^' 
sitory beings i^Ottsisted in merely promoting tott 
gratifyiog* those bod9y 6fensations which are mtfet' 
agreeable to us, it must be granted that then there 
nright be some little better excuse for administe*^ 
ii4g to them; but where the only true and safe 
pleasures of iMs probationary conditicHi are to be 
found in religion and the practices of a holy life, 
what excuse can he have to plead for slighting ike 
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commands of his God>' -who^ strivea Bot.^ to ^acquire < 
a relifih for these pleasmrest mdre especidlj^i too^> 
lichen the pursuit of his diviii heaft's> de^ei^ sedkret) ) 
no prospective .ei\joymeut/ but shall finally bring i 
upon him '^gall and Utterness of aoul'?? !' Let-us- 
not .then trust to this world for that ' happihess 
which bdongs to another! Let us ''search and> 
try our ways^ and turn again to the Lordi hek 
US lift up our hearts with our hands unto God ill 
the Heavens. We have transgressed and rebelled :'- 
'^\Mat to the Lord our God belong m^eies and 
forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against 
Hintu" Let us seek his forgiveness in p^tence 
and prayer, and strive to retain it by '^ walking in 
those laws which he has set before us.** 

We shall do well to consider, that it is not to 
oujt condition here that the fruits of godliness are 
cwfined; they will eventually ripen into a cosi4. 
summate state of felicity hereafter. Godliness 
not only abridges the cares of this life, but securds 
to us the felicities of the next, where " God is so 
near, and the song is so glorious." This is the 
mighty inducement for us to seek after righteous^ 
ness ; and—gracious God, is it possible that it 
should ever fail to be a sufficient inducement! 
Eternity is the reward held before our view. We 
are directed '' so to run^ that we may obtain ;" and 
everlasting glory is the stupendous ^ptize* Let us 
not only look at the difficulties of the race, but at 
the glorious reward which awaits us when we 
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reach the goal. Though we are to gtrive for tJie 
reward^ we should, nevertheless, bear in mind how 
well it is worth striving for. Our victory in file 
Christian warfare shall be distinguished by no 
foding garland — ^but from that' thorny diadem, 
which lacerated the temples of a crucified Saviour, 
will be wreathed that " crown of glory* which shall 
encircle the brows of the children of the resurrec- 
tion in his everlasting kingdom. It is not the 
beatitude of a season which shall be there enjoyed, 
but that of endless duration in eternity ; and this, 
not in communion with imperfect, fdlible men, 
but with '^ saints 'made perfect," with " angels and 
archangels," with ^^principalities and powers,** wiA 
^^ Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant,** and 
with ^^ God, the Judge of all." 

We know not, indeed, in what shall consist the 
bliss of the life future ; still, to know only that 
there will be the absence of all suffering of what- 
ever kind, is enough to give room for the concep- 
tion of unbounded happiness. What a far greater 
latitude, however, is afforded to our conceptions of 
this state, when we are assured that this absence 
of suffering will be supplied by the presence of 
consummate and endless enjoyment ! But if they 
shall be blessed, above the most exalted apprehen- 
sions of our confined faculties, who are finally 
called into this state of endless glory, let it also be 
recollected, that they who are excluded firom it 
will be proportionably accursed. Let us rem^[n- 
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ber^ that if Heavai be not the reward of our god- 
liness. Hell must be the punishment of our guilt. 

The alternative is before us, and whilst we bear in 

• 

mind this awful . truth, we shall ever feel satisfied 
tibat we cannot be without sufficient motives to be 
^followers of that which is good/* 
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SERMON XL 



ON THE FEAR OF GOD. 



Proverbs, i. 7. 



" The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge." 



From these words, we may assume, that the 
wise author of the Proverbs looked upon "the 
Fear of the Lord" as the foundation of all wisdom ; 
and justly so, because it leads to the grand end of 
all human endeavours, namely, the ultimate hap- 
piness of man. It disposes us to take a just view 
of our own fallen and utterly dependent state ; it 
leads us to contemplate the Deity in all his stu- 
pendous attributes ; to love his mercy, to adore 
his goodness, and to fear his power. We find 
in Scripture that we are frequently commanded to 
fear the Lord, and that the blessings of his Pro- 
vidence are promised to them that obey this in- 
junction. We are also commanded to love Him, 
and the same blessings are promised to them that 

m2 
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thus pour out their hearts unto Him. Is there 
any contradiction in these commands? By no 
means. If we reflect for a moment, we shall readily 
discover that love in the breast of an inferior being, 
towards one infinitely superior, is inseparable firom 
fear. Our love is quickened by this fear. The 
apprehension of offending an object so worthy of 
our highest regard, will always keep alive within 
us a consciousness of the value of His love, and 
thus tend to accelerate and heighten our love for 
Him. It is the fear of losing it, which increases 
our anxiety to retain it. So that love and fear are 
inseparably blended in our devotion to God. 

We are to remember, that our feelings towards 
Him are not to be measured by our feelings to- 
wards man. Towards the latter, they are of a 
mixed and kindred nature ; towards God they 
ought to be single and undeviating. All the ten- 
der sympathies of our frail nature are mixed up in 
our love towards man. In our love towards God, 
there can be no such sympathetic amalgamation ; 
that love must consist of one intense, absorbing, 
unbroken feeling, united to and kept ahve alone by 
that holy fear which prevents us from withholding 
it, lest we should lose the favour of Him, whose 
''mercy is on them that fear Him from generation 
to generation." 

The conditions of the covenant of grace are not 
only that we should love God, but also that we 
should *'obey Him as we ought to do"; and we 
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shall find that it is our fear, not so much of incur- 
ring his chastenings, as of forfeiting his love, that 
keeps the righteous man from turning out of the 
path of his duty, to follow after empty and for- 
bidden vanities. Love, then, is the stimulating 
principle which brings us into the heavenly pre- 
sence, and fear is the actuating principle which 
keeps us there. The one opens our hearts to the 
impressions of holiness; the other arms them 
against the assaults of temptation, and thus they 
both unite in awakening our devotion, without 
which *' it is imposMble to please God." 

Fear, it must be acknowledged, is the securest 
prop by which religion is sustained ; — without it, 
the whole fabric must inevitably crumble into 
ruins. It is the safeguard of the Christian in the 
hour of his temptation. It is> if I may extend 
the Scripture metaphor, the boss upon the shield of 
faith, without which he would be utterly unable to 
repel the fiery darts of the wicked one. It is the 
cautious monitor against a rash and precipitate 
progress. It is, in sum, the foundation of Christian 
obedience. There is, however, a grand distinction 
to be made betwixt that fear of the Lord, '* which 
is the beginning of knowledge," proceeding from 
a love of his goodness, a reverence for his perfec- 
tions, and a consequent anxiety not to incur his 
displeasure ; and such a slavish dread of him, as is 
the birth of gloomy or superstitious fancies, or of 
a mind, which a long riot in the disorderly pasr 
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sions has impaired and rendered hopeless and de- 
spairing. A broad line is to be drawn between 
fear and terror ; because the one is not incompa- 
tible with love, nay, is absolutely derived from it ; 
whilst the other can only be the issue of hatred. 
This wiU appear more at large as we proceed. 

I propose now to consider, first, how the fear of 
the Lord particularly operates ; then to exhibit it 
under its two opposing aspects : the one arising 
from a love of him as a God of Mercy ; the other 
from a dread of him as a God of Justice. 

The fear of the Lord, under our first view 
of it, is applicable to all the duties of religion, 
because it is the only medium, properly applied, 
through which the fluctuating heart of man is 
held in a general state of subjection to the divine 
authority. It promotes an anxiety to do his will 
in all things, inspires a desire to please, and a re- 
luctance to offend him. It confirms our caution, 
directs our prudence, arrests our thoughtlessness, 
alarms our confidence, and animates our virtue. 
It warns us " to keep the heart with all diligence," 
to ''have a conscience void of offence towards God 
and towards men;" to adore the Lord in the 
" beauties of his holiness," rather than to tremble 
only at the terrors of his Omnipotence. It in- 
spires those pure and spiritual feelings towards the 
Deity, which arise from a consciousness of the 
benefits derived to man, from the abounding grace 
ef a Being single and unequalled, who delights in 
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mercy, not in sacrifice/' but against whom to rebel 
is death, whom to obey, is life eternal. It awakens 
our love towards "the God of all comfort," who so 
*^ manifested his love towards us, that he sent his 
only begotten Son into the world, that we might 
live through him ;" displaying, by this one act of 
his benignant providence, the abundant measure 
of his love, the extent of his grace, and the mag- 
nitude of his mercy. From a just consideration of 
what is due to God from his creatures ; from a 
grateful perception of his indulgence towards us ; 
of our own utter undeserving, and his, neverthe- 
less, amazing condescension and loving kindness, 
it naturally excites in us a determination to evince 
our sense of his manifold favours, by a temperate, 
holy, and religious life, and all this solely from a 
principle of devout gratitude towards Him who 
made man, designing him for a happy destiny, and 
which his own obstinate disobedience alone could 
frustrate. 

" The fear of the Lord," scripturally displayed, 
is the practical consummation of Solomon's well- 
known precept, to " fear God and keep his com- 
mandments;" which the royal preacher emphati- 
cally declares to embrace the whole circle of moral 
and religious obligation, " for this," says he, " is 
the whole duty of man." Such is, briefly, '* the 
fear of the Lord," as represented in the text, to 
which the following passage, from Job, furnishes a 
very significant commentary. " The fear of the 
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Lord, that is wisdom, and to depart from evil, is 
understanding." Wisdom and understanding seem 
here to be terms of precisely similar signification ; 
" the fear of the Lord," therefore,, and '^ to depart 
from evil/' are, so to speak, correlative consequen- 
ces ; and > are so mutually dependent, that where' 
the one is not found, the other cannot ensue. The 
love of God, however, must be the primary motivci 
security from punishment the secondary, which 
should ever influence our righteolbness. InlBEtct^ 
that' religious fear of the 'Lord> exhibited in the 
words' before us, is such as is excited withijot the 
bosom of a pious Christian, rather from an appre^ 
hension of forfeiting the divine favour, than of 
becoming the object of God's retributive justice.; 
rather from a dread of exclusion from ^ (Heaven^ 
than of expulsion into hell. It is, in short,, the 
fear which a love of him excites, not which a 
terror ef lum awakens ; and we cannot foriget that 
among the terms of salvation, it is expressly de- 
clared, ** if we love not God, we can be none 
of his:" so that the fear which excludes this love, 
cannot necessarily be *' the beginning of know- 
ledge." 

Let us now, secondly, more distinctly inquire 
how a true fear of the Lord, as contradistinguished 
from a gloomy dread of him, operates upon the 
mind of man. It requires no great depth of re- 
search into the secret motions of the human hearty 
to discover that love and fear are inseparable qua- 
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lities of the soul. In proportion as the former 
increases^ the latter strengthens. They continually 
oppose a check to each other^ and are confined 
within due and orderly limits by a mutual reaction. 
Friends, whom congenial virtues have reciprocally 
endeared, enjoy not their regard unmixed ; in 
proportion as their love is awakened, so their fears 
are quickened. They whom we most revere for 
their good qualities, we certainly most fear to 
offend ; and this, in no one instance, arises from the 
apprehension of any personal suffering, or of any 
temporal evil ; but solely from a reluctance to incur 
their displeasure; from an earnest desire to win 
and secure their esteem. It is not that we feay 
they will do us harm, but that they wijl withhotd 
from us their regard, which renders us so anxious 
to secure their good opinion. This is precisely 
characteristic of the love which we ought to bear 
towards God ; though it should certainly be felt 
in a far higher degree when He is the object of it, 
than when it is fixed upon a mere creature of his 
formation, and indebted to him for all that he 
does enjoy here, or may enjoy hereafter. 

The more the true Christian contemplates the 
Almighty in the abundance of his grace towards 
him, the more is he disposed religiously to fear 
him. He fears giving cause for displeasure to 
that excellent and perfect Being, to whom he is so 
signally indebted ; and, knowing his own liability to 
transgress, his fears are naturally proportioned 
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to this consciousness of imperfection. They are 
not, however, to be traced among those gloomy 
misgivings of mind, arising solely from the terrors 
of a future judgment, but simply as emanating 
from a love of God : but ''there is no fear in love," 
that is, no abject, selfish terror, ''for perfect love 
casteth out (such) fear, because (such) fear hath 
torment: he that (so) feareth, therefore, cannot be 
made perfect in love." Nevertheless, in the very 
tnidst of the fullest assurance which a righteous 
life can impart, that becoming " fear of the Lord," 
pointed at in the text, will still pervade the mind ; 
it will become associated with all its best reflec- 
tions ; it will impart a character, such " as the 
Lord loveth," to all its serious emotions; aai 
etninently qualify it for those devout abstractions 
which ought, and that frequently too, to occupy 
the soul, and shall best prepare it for the everlast- 
ing felicities of Heaven. 

To pursue the argument further, suffer me to 
suggest to you the feelings of a child, which has 
been "trained up in the way he should go," to- 
wards a kind and tender parent. He naturally loves, 
respects, and reveres such a parent. These very 
impressions will beget in him a fear, lest, by any 
dereliction on his part, he should arouse the anger 
of one who is so inextricably combined with all his 
affections, who is so justly the object of his vene- 
ration and regard. This fear will continue him in 
his obedience, and in the due discharge of all his 



THE FEAR OF GOD. 171 

duties ; still not from the dread of any chastise- 
ment with which he knows that parent is able^ and 
would be undoubtedly willing, to visit an act of 
disobedience ; but singly from the apprdiensionof 
awakening the anger of a being whom he laves for 
the many endearing proofs of paternal afiection, 
exhibited in tenderness towards his weaknesses^ 
mercy towards his faults, and solicitude for his 
welfare. The duties which belong to him as a 
son, being performed with willingness, and from 
an earnest desire to secure the approbation of the 
parent; being rendered also familiar by daily 
exercise, will at length ripen into habit, and be- 
come no longer irksome toils, but actual pleasures. 
Love and fear will go hand in hand ; the One to 
exalt the feehngs when they are languid and de- 
pressed, the other to subdue them when fomented 
and excited by the passioi^ beyond their appro- 
priate temperament. 

Such will be the character of the man of God. 
He will hold him in awe, in fear certainly, but not 
in terror. He will approach God at all. times with 
humility and reverence, but never actuated by 
those wild alarms, Tvhich such as view him under 
the appalling image of a stem and unrelenting 
avenger feel, when they dare make him the subject 
of their thoughts. He will repose his' hopes on 
the atonement of his Saviour, through whose merits 
alone the redeeming grace of God haa been ex- 
tended to a fallen world. He will repose in faith 



172 THE FEAR OF GOD. 

upon the cross of Christ, making it the object of 
his glorying upon earth, as it will be the means 
of his everlasting glory in Heaven. — Before we 
close this part of the subject, it will not be from 
the purpose to observe, that if we can so earnestly 
love and fear an earthly parent, as to be '* obedient 
in all things ;" much, more ought we to entertain 
and exhibit those feelings towards "our Father 
which is in Heaven." 

The third point which I proposed to consider, 
was, the fear induced by representing the Almighty 
under the character of a severe and inexorable 
judge. 

There is undeniably a ''fear of the Lord," which 
ij, indeed, very different from what the text pro- 
nounces to be *' the beginning of knowledge." It 
is that which the sinner feels during the expressive 
pauses of a guilty career, when the conscience, in 
spite of the curb with which he may for awhile 
succeed in checking its unwelcome suggestions, 
will assert her privilege, and alarm the delinquent 
with her silent, but irresistible appeals. These 
fears win be sometimes, and even deeply, felt, when 
the outward man seems undisturbed by one inter- 
nal emotion. For, " there is no peace, saith my 
God, to the wicked ; they are like the troubled sea 
when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and 
dirt." No mortal eye can reach the secret recesses 
of the heart ; ho mortal judgment can discover what 
passes in the mind of man ; no human sagacity 
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can detect all the various artifices by which the 
feelings are disguised. Man knows himself alone ; 
he cannot penetrate the secret repository of an- 
other's bosom. Here the storms of passion^ the 
terrors of conscience, the conflicts of guilt, will fre- 
quently rage when the brow assumes an artificial 
serenity, and the cheek is relaxed into a smile. A 
dread of Omnipotence, unilliimed by one ray of 
redeeming love, is, indeed, a terrible visitation ! 
However those tumults, which the inward monitor 
will at intervals excite in the bosom distracted by 
guilt, may be for the moment quelled, by endea- 
vouring to absorb the mind in such alluring enjoy- 
ments as may exclude it from the sober contem- 
plation of spiritual objects ; yet, in spite of every 
endeavour, it will now and then snatch a pause from 
pleasure, and alarm the sinner with the fears of 
God and the terrors of his vengeance. He will, in 
spite of himself, be compelled sometimes . to re- 
member the awful but prophetic declaration of 
the divine, '* the smoke of their torment ^cendeth 
up for ever and ever." These fears are truly, and 
indeed, terrible. They will haunt him in, his hours 
of rest ; they will intrude upon him even where 
the dance and song are exhibiting their allure- 
ments ; they will be present witii him in his slum- 
bers ; they will torment him in his waking ; they 
will seize upon the soul even when most occupied 
with its enjoyments, and force him to confess that 
there is no lurking-place inaccessible to the appeals 
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of a smitten and affrighted conscience. He will 
often during these abstractions from the agitations 
of guilty pleasure, become sadly sensible, that 
'' Christ crucified/ has been indeed to him " a stum^ 
bling block," ''through the hardness of his own 
heart :" that for him, the Redeemer has poured out 
his most precious blood in vain, and that nothing 
but repentance, true and earnest repentance, which 
alone produces reformation of life, can save him 
'' from the wrath to come." 

Such a " fear of the Lord," however, as this, can^- 
not beacceptable to Him, because the source whence 
it arises is impure. The love of God has no share 
in exdting it. GuUt is the fountain from which 
it issues, and the pollution of the spring flows for- 
ward with the stream. Such a fear is not excited 
from any apprehension of awakening the divine 
displeasure, considered abstractedly, without refer- 
ence to the consequences which may accrue from 
having provoked that displeasure ; but it arises 
solely from a dread of being subjected to those 
inexpressible penalties which the Almighty has 
denounded against such as wantonly ''provoke him 
to anger;" The motives in which this fear origi- 
nates, are, therefore, of a character the most 
egregiously selfish and ungodly ; more especially 
if they spring solely from a terror of punishment 
which carries with it no resolutions of amendment. 
This is not " the fear of the Lord," " in spirit and 
in truth ;" it is rather the fear of that desperate 
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enemy of our souls, with whom the outcast wicked 
are to pass their eternity. 

A dread of suflPering everlasting pains for cnor* 
mities, to which the conscience pleads guilty, but 
from which no exertions are made to escape,— <;an 
evidently neither be agreeable to man nor acceptable 
to God. Such terrors are, alas ! too frequently 
felt; and yet, they are as frequently endured with- 
out a single eflPort being made to remove them, by 
those only means which can conduce to this desir- 
aWe end, repentance and reformaticm of life : by 
** bowing low on our knees before his footstool,* 
who atoned for our guilt upon the c^oss, and ask- 
ing, in the anguish of a contrite heart, the forgive- 
ness of our sins. Where these terrors prey long 
upon the mind, they are apt to gen^ate gloomy 
and unqtriet feelings which tmnt all the joys of 
life, and often terminate in a i^tled and moros^ 
despair. 

Such is the fear which it behoves us to discou- 
rage, by removing the causes that produce it; and 
to prepare thi way for that which alone is wisdom ; 
which is onfly to be truly felt by* the ^good, and is 
utterly unknown to the impeiriterit' wickod. It 
must, however, be confessed, that among some 
religious men, there does at times exist a '^ fear of 
the Lord," proceeding rather from the appre- 
hension of eternal punishment, than frt)m that 
fervid, that disinterested love which is so eminently 
due to God, our Creator and Redeemer. This 
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will sometimes arise in a mind peculiarly const!- 
tuted, where probably false and exaggerated view^ 
of religion have been allowed to enter ; upon which 
the blight of superstition has unhappily fallen; 
which some constitutional infirmity has, perhaps^ 
enfeebled^ or which the stern suggestions of fanati- 
cism have been suffered to obscure. Such persons 
do, indeed, pronounce a ''fear of the Lord,** as it 
truly is, to be the foundation of Christian obe- 
dience; but,.then, it is undeniably certain that^thi^ 
fear should be such as God shall approve. Ifpy^ 
I repeat it, is utterly inconsistent with s^ch feju: ; 
for it is altogether incongruous to suppose^^ t|)Bt.^^ 
Being of whom we stand in perpetua.1 dre^ ^^ 
terror, can be an object of our love. If we do^npt 
love God, we cannot act in obedience to his will : 
for we are commanded '' to love him with all tOur 
hearts, with all our minds, with all our souls, and 
with all our strength ;" and had this love b^eB in- 
compatible with our fear of him, the comnotaoid 
never would have been imposed upon us. 

I am not at all prepared to deny, however, that 
such fears as we have just been considering, are to 
be encouraged^ where they tend to withdraw tba 
sinner from his guilty courses, and to terrify huu 
into repentance. They may be, in some cases, the 
effective instruments of sanctification : they may. 
sometimes turn " the heart of the disobedient, to 
the wisdom of the just ;" but they will, I appr^ 
hend, be invariably found to subside and give place 
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to an appropriate and approved fear of God^ in a 
ratio precisely proportioned to the sinner's repent- 
ance^ to the measure of his obedience to the divine 
will^ and the willingness of that obedience. A fear 
which characterizes the Almighty as a severe task- 
master, a ruthless and unjust judge, must excite 
hate rather than love; and fear which could 
awaken in the heart of man a feeUng so un- 
worthy of the ''God of his salvation" — a ''God," 
be it remembered, of "all comfort," and "plenteous 
in mercy," can never be classed among the obliga- 
tions of Christian obedience. He who loves not 
his Maker, can never religiously fear him ; and he 
who does not religiously fear him, can certainly 
have no possible right to look forward to His 
favours. 

Having now taken the view of the text proposed, 
a very few words will suffice in conclusion. 

There will be little question, I imagine, as to 
which "fear of the Lord is the beginning of know- 
ledge," that which arises from a love, or that which 
is excited by a terror of Him. The one renders 
religion a pleasing and delightful object of pursuit, 
depicts her in all the winning excellence of her 
beauty ; the other, deforms her into a monster, 
from which the mind recoils with abhorrence. The 
one is a delightful homage ; the other, a terrible 
slavery. And yet, it must be owned, that we are 
the more frequently inclined to fall into the weak- 
ness of the latter, than, by a persevering course 
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of devout conduct, to arm ourselves with the 
security of the former* We do not, for the most 
part, love God sufficiently to £^ar him as we ought. 
We too commonlyst and first in our own estimar 
tioji ; ^d^ thus virtually depy, Jto . the, ,^lmig^ 
both his dignity aiMl his rights.^ A true and Uvely 
faith in him will beget love, and that fear, which is 
its twin companion, to the exclusion of all those 
tormenting alarms which often only agitate and 
distract the soul, without removing its d^lemente. 
Let Tis only " seek the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousnei^," and we shall not then miss the patihi 
which leads ^o it : love will impel us onward, and 
fear will prevent our stumbling by too heedless an 
advance. Finally, let us "fear the Lord" rightly, 
and w^fehall not fail to 'Mqpart from evil.**' 
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SERMON XII. 



>^#iSY CHRIST ADDRESSED THE UNBitoteVlNG 
'' JEWS IN PARABLES. 



' ,,: St. Mark, IV. 11, 1^. 

f^Unto them tbat.are without, these things. ^ are: done in 
j parables^ that» seeing, they may see and not perpei^^e, and 
|,, hearing, they may hear and not understand; lest at any 

time they should be converted, and their sins shoidd be 

forgiven them." 



It must be confessed thati, leAtthe fbrst yi^w, this 
is not a very intelligible passage^ for it seems to 
eidiibit the Lord of Life under the character of 
an omnipotent tyrant ; as if he really blinded 
the eyes and darkened the understandings of the 
wicked^ in order that they should not be converted, 
but become eternally aliens from his kingdojm. 
The whole public ministry of Christy however, 
places him before us in an aspect so amiable, so 
pure, so holy, so perfect, so anxious for the welfare 
of sinners, so diligent in doing them kind offices, 
80 eager to reclaim them, so Aill of gentleness, so 
'' easy to be entreated, so full of mercy and good 
fruits," that not even the greatest enemies of his 
religion have ever presumed, since his death, to 

n2 
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impeach his integrity, his clemency, or his justice. 
These words^theiiv which appear toxepresent iiim 
under a character so unlike his own> and to sanc- 
tion a doctrine, to which the whole scheme e£ 
Christianity is opposed, are to be very duly weighed^ 
lest we should attach to them that erroneous 'sig- 
nification, which will follow their literal interpre- 
tation. 

I think it will be admitted to be only a faur aad 
prudent caution, to hesitate in receiving the literal 
import of a text, when it evidently contl^aveneei any 
establi^ed doctrine of the Christian faith,. or cou^ 
tradicts any naitixral or well-authenticated trutli* 
In the Scriptures, it is admitted on all hand^itbut 
there ^<^ are some things hard to be undiCrstood^ 
which they that an^' unlearned and unstabl^^.wDest 
unto their own destruction;" and> therefore/''wfa6ii 
ifi^e find ap^lssage T^ch does not ioaosediatdly 
strike 'OUffoenindS' as consistent with :the^g)one)tal 
tenour of jScriptxire truth, we should ( rather (addeaf 
vour to search out its congniity, by < patiently rmlr 
latiiDg'paralM passages> and their ioonstextsiiwhAcH 
will geneiaHy^nbiiQOve every difficulty ; than^i jhy 
rashly Mlowing^ur: own hasty impresskmSy pwkia 
harsh or idolent construction, where, the memml; 
is^not^imme^ateily obvioQs> and is to be obtwied 
only by; {)akient ixsvestigatioii. For, after all; Sciipr 
tiire^ ii^ its own besti interpreter. i * . r i 

-«>Now^'dbe words of the Aext are, in sultstaiiceiitii 
quotation ij^mn Isaiah; ^Thi^aame passage isr^ott^ 
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by all the four Evangelists, although the terms in 
which it is expressed are net precisely alike ; fi>r 
it is no uncommon thing for the writers of the 
New Testament) wh^e they quote^ from the Old, 
fo give the meaning, rather than the; exact words. 
The same inter^xretation, however, wiU nearly 
apply to all. ' 

A careful reader of the prophetic writings will 
readily discover, thai tiiey abound in proverbial 
fbnnB of speeeh; and that many of these would 
be perfectly 'Uratitelligibk;, if they were taken 
aeeording'to the sim^k letter of their construction. 
These pwverbiai m^des of expression were, no 
doiA>t> exoe^ngly significant where tliey were 
Understood, which they cvidentily were by the Jews, 
Wlny^ adopted them so generallyiini their writings. 
(PUef'Sandur, in (jpotingi^^omt tiie Prophetd; as: in 
tlK^ 'instance before us, : did^ ncft always * stdckly 
adhere' to the precise iifrm^oS words m therorigihal ; 
he)bbseFV€id^ii^^ertheless, theiexaobipcd!^ 6f expres- 
i^Mffi, ' In- otd^rvthat^ ithose to ; iwhom^ he: addressed 
hioiself^ ^and "who were geneffa%: ^3(vdl <aQqpauttted 
with i their t^ ScHptures, naighti noMnberi sble^ to 
ddny the ferce \ of an : tauthority,' whiok ' ei^y true 
isvaeiite acknowledged. St; Mark^in the text^ has 
a 'little! amplified the words ^ of lihe propheti; the 
proverbial character of the expvesskm jsy however, 
carefully maintained, i We shali perceive, i that the 
paapallel passage in St; Luke, literally^ taken^ k full 
of incongruity : ^^that^ Iseeing^ th^y ought not see. 
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and hearing, they might not understand ;** iso ihaf 
hei:e a literal interpretation cannot be adiilitt^d; 
^ce it is manifestly impossible that they shbnld k^ 
and not see at the same time;-^arid, althori^ 
M^tthew^ Mark, and John, have Evaded ib^ ]^je^- 
dox, they 'Still present to tis the mbst^ ^tlKJiifi 
diffeeidties, if we take their wc^ds in thl^iy sttftdt 
apeeptation. ' '" 

In order, then, the moi*e clearly to ex^aih- ttrtft 
text, I shall remind you that a considerable'prbjknr-^ 
tion of those who resorted to Christ** minisiiry ^etfe 
hostile to his doctrines, and that many of t5i6tti 
were persons sent by his enemies ^^to entangl^ hik 
in his talk." He knew the motives' of tii^se ^jfjfei^ 
sons,' and as they came to him with a detbrtnih^ib ji 
to resist tihe clearest evidence as to the triith ef 
What he taught, he, of course, didndt orthpftl tWiili 
tb be converted against their wills ■; but hSotk^ 
them, nevertheless, suflScient light to s6e thiSr 
errors, if they would only use their facuHies-ari^t^; 
so that their blindness proceeded from -th^fif^own 

4 

wilful obstinacy, in turning jfrom the light w(hi^ 
Christ attempted "to shed abroad in their hearth/' 
and not from his affording them tione. ' ' • ' - 
The Saviour,, from the very beginning of his 
ministry, had endeavoured to instruct them,-%Ut 
'f their heart was waxed gross," so that they "wotlld 
not leahi. '^ They tiumed away their ears frbni the 
truth, arid turiied iihem linto fables.^ Thd3,'it 
appears, that,: upon^ their shutting their ^yes; ^and 
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voluutarilj^ hardmijg. thdy hearts against Gpd, 
He withdraw bis ^cace fifoxn them* , It was not> 
therefpri^, surprising that, left to their own lupai^el^ 
ppwe^s^ th^y , ^ saw without peroeiving^ and ne|urd 
wi^ibput! UBLjd^rstanding. Xlhristj, howaiier^ did npj; 
sp^|;^ rtp them in, parables that they,,might pot be 
cppverte4j but only as a^ punishment^ to thpm fojr 
not being willing to see. Their unconversion^ there- 
fi^r^e,. foUowed as ii,i[^atural consequence of their' \fii- 
ful prejudicesj.because where these wierc^ so strong 
as to determine th^ to x^ontinue blinds it was 
impossible that they should be able to ^'^waj^ as 
^ildren of light." The blessed; Jesus was not the 
cau^ qS, nor was he in any way acce|ss6ry, to 
thdr infidelity, . It was their rejepl^on of divine 
graoe^ which left them unconverted f ai^d^ as 
.t;bi3iwas.reje9|;ed by ihem, it. was naturally yfi^hr 
d^i^d;^ ;so that, until they should earn(pstly seek it? 
jl^ej cp^dx^olf ^expect ii^t it would be cpnfeTj(^ 
.Hpon.the«k, . . _ ; : • .> 

v;^thpugh they had repudiated ^ t^iis , .bjei^ping, 
liiey i/(fare>not, however, abandoned., -Christt ^i^till 
cQu^scended to instruct them ; ^and.^uf:^y^ ^^ftajr 
their rejection of.his dpctinofis^andfqp^tiinual p^r- 
^ci&tion cf himself, it w^ clearly an act off^aiost 
ti;anspendaiit beneficence in him .to instruct them at 
ejil. ^ His teaching theixf only, by parables^ showed 9it 
once the extent of their wickedivessTr-which Jit^d 
deprived them of more .intelligil;)le na^ans fffij^- 
i^uctioii, as it was ^pL^arly desjigned for their j^^- 
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ishment^d tiie p«tient mewy of Christ, i«ha was 
still unwilUng^.to abaadoft them altogetibert <|a ^b/^ 
Mindness lOf tbeii Qimt- heaHsu Teaching, them^ 
ikeie&me, in paraUeti ivds a &¥(>ur> injtwuiah aS'it 
wafi f ptmidsaaeot far leas thaii.thi^y'dQscarvfi^f^rtti^ 
a pimishibeiit^ too, iDflicted ta jredaim : them^r-^n^t 
fov tha. : pui!pose of urging them : into . stiU ; gimbi&t 
wickedneas.i ParaUes, moreover^ were emfiloyfsd 
by the Di¥me.,Teaehery not alone because^ ri Obey 
were obscure».but because they furnished ^n indjt^ 
meni^. to those who were willing to learn^ to ad^nii^e 
a stronger impireissioB pf the truth> by patiently 
seiurcbingt bI£^^ it . . ainid the pbscujdtie^ , pf i jaU^ 
gory^i.Xhe.greatey the labour employed inwjd^ 
discQjvery .pf^uth, tine stronger is likely rlho b^tifei 
influent isLpmi itho^e who seek after it ;^ foij w^ a^ 
gi^i^aUy. apt jto Malm^. things in propQrtip«ita;>tb4 
p^}^ whiphi^heQr have cost us in aQquiringr^b(E|^4 
These dii^^co^rsesj th^refpura^ offered noiUiBmg adx^n- 
tagei^ito. the. per sons to.whom they were aiddife^^^ 
Their, meaning i»ras .sufficiently obvious ta^tiahj'i^ 
weret aiudiws^ Mk a^ertaw it ; ■. and> tberef<pr0> . ^^ji 
wh(<>; mer^j;b(^ip4 Imt < took no : pains to con)ipri$^ 
hend> h(i^ n&Jiist reason to< bljame any but them^ 
selvea for their blindness^ since this arose fyom 
their^ OWU' indifierence or perviwrsion of mind- l%.is 
true, £hdst ocoasaonally ; explained his parables )tp 
hi^^^wiiJdisciples.; rbut it i^ equally true^ that h^ 
j^iildly)«epi;o¥0d thenv, 3^ sought an es^pJa-^ 

nation, <lfort /nQt>^ !wd(g)3standing ; them ; and ^ therq 
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is no doubt thM mdi^ eiq>l»i]|ation> would have 
been girea ta< all wkoi ^iiniastly desu^ <to ^obtain 
it. •"^Kattymtn la*k «iisdo«i,'' 'Says ttie^Apostki, 
*' let him ^of 6ody that ^gitrelb to; all men Kl^ 
rallyji and nipbraidethi>DLOt,>iaiid iA sbidlnb^ given 
him :" 1 0a ! tha/t ' the ' tinbeliievei^j to vifhdmAime para* 
bolioatiii^tructions weye^dressed^^^^'Jiadj no 'doak 
for th^ir sin/ if they sought no explanatiori. ' 

> The disadvantg^ tO' the - wnbelieving ' Jews, of 
bdng instiruGted iii t)AraHedyaro9* "fr6m'>the pro- 
babihty that tii^ij^^ obstinate ptejuidices t^ld pre- 
vent theim from taking the troubtei to investigate 
the' truth, -which these ambiguotis 'dfe^joUi's^S con- 
tained ; so that they were still likely to continue 
blind, from tfeeir own stubborn ^i^e^ectiott' for 
error. It was, th^t^fiw^e, a punishttifettti^o^theta^to 
be so insti^Ucted, altiioug^h wit^' ^e pUtiishitnetft an 
oppdrttiiiily bf cotkversioh was stiH^iiffoifded th^iti. 
Tb mtk ' lip this wgUiiieAti'r take the? ' ftriie 
expositktfi of the text to be this^: that as the ma- 
believing ' Jew» had rejected the , tortith^ 'of the 
gos^eli ai ^ punishment f6t their' ob^ti»ieai8y>4t 'iMs 
th^tM^eforWard d(^liv€flred td thf^ ki'pa^at^ei^j'^^M 
sedfri^, they miglit see," '^l^l'if'tlieytslfiill^ dhose 
to cbntinue in^ their obduriady/ "Hot perceive J^ 
that isi miss ^liiose perceptions' of i^ truth whkh 
these instrucftive &bles weire^ ^fiiUy ^sdculiei^d* -t^ 
convey,— for this . muilt - bd 'the^ '^fifttUibte eoiti 
sequence of such ofNduraey } ^ and thaty f he^k^^j 
they might hear ahd not luid^stond/^ whidh woiiltd 
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also follow as a certain consequence^ promled they 
still retained their indifference to spiritual instrucr^ 
tidn; '■ So that upon themselves would depec^ 
whether they would be so far wrought upon > l^fj^ 
these ptoables as to be converted^ and hay.Q; jtljeir 
sins- foargiyen. They were not^ therefore, instruCfti^ 
m ambiguous terms, for the purpose of opposiQg 
their conversion, but only because they hadi n^ 
fused to he instructed in those which weret oioirq 
obvious; and in order that they might not ^^hf» 
converted and have their sins^ forgiven them/f 
without any endeavours, on their parts,: to jHTQt 
cure such transcendant benefits ; which, however^ 
they would certainly obtain, if they honestly souglil 
to arrive at the truths contained in those paprar 
bles, and acted up to their knowledge of ^itc^ 
trathsw As the difficulties which were opposed to 
them were of their own seeking, it was surely: by 
no means inconsistent with the equity of , our 
Saviour's character, to inake a distinction i in his 
manner of communicating the divine truths of Ju$ 
gospel, towards those who were willing to reoeivie 
them, and those who were not. = yi: 

After the explanatkm now given, a very short 
paraphrase of the text will greatly diminish its 
obscurity. ^'Unto them that are without, all these 
things are done in parables ; that, seeing, they may- 
see and not pierceive, and hearing, they may hear 
and not understand," so long as they continue in 
their^pres^it hardened state ; ^Mest at any time 
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they should be converted, and their sins should tie 
forgiven them," without their using* the necessary 
means to procure these blessings. And this I takid 
Ho be the true meaning of the text. !;>')/' 

I proeeied now to oflfer a few practical ](A»mt^ 
v^rtionis' upon the subject. It will appe^>^ that 
the (fifficulties opposed to our faith, and conse^ 
quently to our salvation, become the greateaf^iki 
proportion as we wilfully turn from the truth! 
Such a man, in the sublime language of inspirk- 
tidn, ''feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath 
turtied him aside, so that he .cannot deliver his 
soul." The divine grace is withheld from him, so 
that his spiritual perceptions are dark, or at least 
dehisive. I know it does appear to many, a hard 
thing to be taxed with infidelity, for disbelieviiig 
what they cannot persuade themselves to be truet 
But, in answer to this, I do say, that all are ropeln 
to such a charge, who do not employ every possi- 
ble means to ascertain the truth ; .who only dis"* 
believe, because they do not take the troubler to 
acquire conviction; and I have no hesitation m 
aflSrming, that nine*tenths of those who discredit 
the Bible, are unbelievers rather through indolence 
than from a want of spiritual capacity to acquire 
a just perception of divine things. They will not 
be at the pains to search after truth,^ where only it 
can infallibly be found, in the sacred oracles of 
God. If we inquire further into the causea of 
infidelity, we i^iall find that they almost invariaiMy 
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arise fJrotn pride, presumption, and vanity. These 
are foes which keep so many from the salutai^^ 
r'adiance of that ^^ light which shineth more srtifd 
more iiiito the perfect day." -" 

I 'iVotldd' wot have you imagine, that'I am'^Hid'-^ 
hj^ hkl^^'bnly to confirmed infidels: niy 6bs^iH^a(i 
tiohs apply tb Christians generally ; for thfete' "diki 
cdnlfiaratively 'few, who hold an unqualified tifeSB^f 
ih dl the divihe truths of holy writ. Evfett 
ptetsoris of reputed piety will sometimes eiitel^i 
tain doubts, contenting thelnselVes with ii Bis- 
jointed, and, thdrefi3jHe, an imperfect faith. '' TDhi^y 
see, indeed, but perceive not distindtl;^ ; thfey hi^ai^- 
but undferstAnd riot perfectly. ' '^ 

I have* said that pride is one cause 'bf tKis^iatifl 
it'fe'so fai* a' cause, inasmuch a^ it deStrbys otti? 
htirtfiKty; fend thus becomes a most powbrftd iageiirt 
iiV' ^laititalhiiig a supremacy of the flesh oftfeif 
t3ie ^j^tit. ^The wicked, through the pridte of 
his bouriteriat^e, "ivill not se* after Gtodt' Geld te 
ribt in all his thoughts." Pride leads us ' to 'fo*iti 
too flattering an estimation of our owtt-pow^^: 
to presume 'that we ban, by the dextrous appliba^ 
tibh of ai!i inquisitive* iriind, penetrate those tnyi-^ 
t^ries which the Almighty, for the wisest purposei^, 
has not thought fit to disclose. Where our amdous 
reseai'dies are baflled, we are too apt to dispute> 
because'we cannot replenish our understandings at 
the fountain of omniscience; and because we know 
little, we therefbrb make it a reason for believing 
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less. How many persoos presume to entertain 
doujbts of the sublimit truths of i«K|^on, for ^o 
better reason than tibat they ^re required to ^^Wjalk 
by faiths and not by sight/' and encouragie scruples, 
only because they want humility to rely, pn, God s 
word^iii preference to th^ vain, suggestions of their 
own mi^idsf Let such, however, ^ remember the 
wor^ of , an inspired teacher, '' tf the ^pspejl be 
hifl, it is hid to them that, are lost; .in whom the 
God of this world hath blinded, .the .minds of them 
which believe not, lest the light of the gloripus 
gpspel of J Christ> whq is the image, of God* should 

shine unto them* '' 

Presumption again is a gr^^nd enpoutiager of 
4^beli£!fi It is apt to persi^ide . lusi^ that .we can 
dji^coyer where the scheme of divine Providence 
hasf ,b^n def^tive; and that, if its di^penwlfiqns 
had.bei^. dii^eqted according to the.nptioi^s^ )yJ||U9b 
9, vs^iPTgloripusi reason suggests t»|our min^ i^ 
goii^^nm^nt of the universe wpuld b^.n^we ipte^ 
Ugible, and the condition ofiUfan imprp^ed^ .,It 
enqpui^i^ges us, to imagine^ tha;t creatures » qf our 
ca{HU^ity and intelligence* are mqije )v^t%,qf j559d's 
confidence than he has judged. fit tp^jQon^ider ,i^; 
that he has revealed to us less than, we 4es^f^^ .tp 
know ; and that, as he caa so readily resoke p^l pijjr 
dquhtsi he has no right to .expect our, l?»e]Uei^^if* 
meters which he has not tlfpugbA it^expedieiit^tP 
render intelligible tq ourjsens^fh, v ! , nt, •.(>« >fH 

Such, feelings pwnpt r^i^^ct, ,thB^9a^^.^ Qpd ;» ftH 
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the oontxttBy, tiiiey must finally proYoke that .uzt-^ 
belief which relaxes the. rigours of . self-^eniali^. and 
sanctions those pleasures which are so frequenjfeiy 
the bane of our peace here^ and o£ our: ho|>es 
hereafter. Well, . therefore, mights David < ^pray) 
'^ Lord, he&p thy servant also from presun]^taoi»l 
shls, lest they get dominion over me, so shaUi I'he 
undefiied and innocent from the great offence;/. >b 
it then to be wondered at, that pride and >p«e^ 
smnption > render us unbelieversi? If ^we ^>WjENaId 
trust to God to enUghten us, instead of gro^i^ 
on in the mere twiUght of reason, is^it^i^botito^lia 
presumed that we should be far wiser, than sdiii 
WB are only ^ wise in: our owa conceits?' ? The feet 
i», that, where, we are anxious to believe, wher&Mrt 
do not propose any doubts but from a sincesel wkh 
toil^e instructed., the Holy Spirit will :so cause rlw 
light to shine into our hearts, that our faith ndU 
be made per&et But let: us.. honestly: fexamihft 
ourselves^ and investigate .dispassionately. the ibs^ 
tives. of those conelusionsy whicha^we: frequ^astliy 
draw, so much: at ^variance with the written woDd 
of 'Godi Where we entertain doubtstirelative to 
any divine •trtath,4^t.u8! inquire if we- take the 
trouble to arrive at a faiv conviction; nay, Idb lis 
appeal to our consciences; whether we are as 
cmxiousi to believe as to disbelieve ; for we are to 
remember, that unbelief b sometimes favouraUe 
to our faiUngs, and, therefore, the sensualist, for 
ihstance, will consider it his interest to encourage 
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it ; for '^ they refuse 'to hearken^ anid pqU away thi 
shoulder^ and stiDp dieir earn;^ that< they shiould 'iiot 
hear." .:<-■■■ ■'•••^' 

Lastly^ our vanity is no less an impediment > to 
our faith, than oar presumption or our pride; 
because true faith excludes* vanity^ as iaaoompatible 
with that humility, which is at once th^ infallible 
indication and support of a devcrut faith. Wlbw 
vanity then exists to any ex*ettt,our belief is likely 
to be weak and insecure, because an overweqniwg 
opinion of our own importance, while it absovbs 
our thoughts, must necessarily detach them from 
Him, to whom they are so infinitely due; for his 
certain,' that the more we think of ourselves^ tiic 
less we can think of God. " Wo unto them,"* says 
the Psalmist, ^' that draw iniquity with cords df 
vanity, — ^that are wise in their owi eyes> and ipnc- 
dent in their own sight! As the fire devourt^ 
the stubble, anid the flame cdtsumeth the chaff, iaA 
their root shall be as^ dust, because they have oast 
away the law of the Lord of ; Hosts, and despised 
the word of the Holy One of Israel.* . /% ij 

If, as the^ text evidently suggests Ab u^y tliey^ 
who are not seriously disposed to beti^voi rfind the 
difficulties of belief greater, the more they with^ 
hold their convictions from the truth; so will lit 
also follow, that we, who are seriously disposed to 
believe, the more anxiously we devote our minds 
to this holy purpose, the fewer impediments shall 
we find to oppose our faith. Our belief will 
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improve in proportion as we encourage it; and 
where we raise no obstacles to retard its influence 
upon our mind$>. they will soon cease to be per- 
plexed with difficulties or doubts. To reject any 
portion of that revelation^ which the Saviour of 
mankind qame down from Heaven ta daUver to us^ 
is not to be a true disciple of his. And this is 
really the case with numberless Christians^ who 
are content not to beUeve all that he has revealed 
to them^ for no wiser lea&Qik, t^an because they 
imagine they believe enough : but to such, I would 
repeat the warning of the Apostle, " Be not de- 
ceived, God is not mocked ; for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that also shall he reap." A partial faith 
cannot be a perfect faith, and a perfect faith only 
will justifjf the Christjian> who has h^ fuli pp{K>r- 
tunities of r^diering it p^rfect^ at the sic^mpi.iivr , 
quisition of quick and dead. This is not mu^ifo|i , 
God to demand of us^ when be. has suppli^ ^^| 
with such powerful motives, and fumish^^ U9ji;;i|ik| 
such abundant means.. to acquire it. JL^t^ th^. 
doubting Christian only seek after it with hipwlityj;;^ 
let him earnestly and unceasingly endeavour to 
possess it; let him conj^tantly offer up his devor. 
tions to God, in the fervour of awakened penitenc^^^ 
for past transgression: all his doubts will tbei^ 
subside ; and he will haye no higher wish than to 
be constantly guided by the glorious gospel of hi9 
Saviour and Redeemer. 



SERMON XIIL 



ON TRE DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 



St. LtTKB, IV. dt. 

" And they were Mtonished at his doctrine ; for his word 
was with power." 



Wbat an imposing spectacle must it hare been 
to the long-deluded inhabitants of Judea^ when 
the Saviour^ emerging from the sanctified waters of 
Jordan, announced the tidings of a new religion! 
Fifteen centuries had now completed their term, 
sinc6 the promulgation of the law. The Almighty 
had long since ceased to constitute man a medium 
of communication betwixt himself and his rebellious 
creatures. The gift of prophecy had not now 
been bestowed for above three hundred years, but 
upon the Saviour's forerunner. The degenerate 
descendants of the righteous Abraham were be- 
come the dupes of their ignorant or interested 
teachers, and, far from endeavouring to free them- 
selves from the trammels of a very imperfect 

o 
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worship^: (incumbered as it then wa^ with numerous 
and vexatious ceremonies, they raised their arro- 
gant :expoaitors of the Scriptures to equal autlu^ 
tity with their great lawgiver^ and submitted^ .us 
the oracle of their faith, to an insufficient laWi 
corrupted by the ignorance and vanity of meni 
and obedience to which was an absolute boudaj^ep 

The origkial law of Mos^, even in its vaoit 
pearfect state, was still but an incomplete dispeojs^ 
tion ; ^* for what the law could not do, in that it was 
Y^.eak throiughtibe flesh, God sending his own Sw 
in the Ukeneas of sinful flesh, and for sinco^demoied 
sin in, the flesh, that the righteousness of the i^im 
might : be f ulfUled in us, who walk not after the 
fle$h but after the spirit." It wajs Christ, iJesw 
whoiconwrnmated that gran4 scheme, of re^gioi^ 
which .was dimly shadowed out in! t^Ke^fiMosaio 
^^nptures, and only obscurely prefigured by i the 
Prophetfi, but which, in its JConsummatiQ^ya^Q^d^^ 
cleairly intelligible • the shadows and. type^ mp|d§f 
which its principal objects had been indistiiM^l)^ 
represented.' It was the Redeemer of mankiiiid 
who poured diownr upon us that most excdilent gij^ 
of wisdom, which mabeth wise unto salvation^ ^^fcw 
his woixi was ?with power," : .: i? }-. 

It !wa@>^ however, in< thei midst of that most hjuo^ir- 
liating 'Servility of mind^ which , held, upon "the 
mere credit, of. 'tradition, tho^e .doctrines the|% 

I 

most^ fl|vour^d , ampi^ the Jews^ that Balaaqifa 
remarkaJ4e .prophecy was fulfilled, which for^tc^d^ 



that there should *' comd a star out of Jacob, tmil 
a sceptre should rise- out of Isradj^ atid shbuld 
smite the comers )of Mcfiab^' tod' destroy ail liife 
children of Seth." At ^k dark> and! st6tniyi peridd 
arose the illustrious Gallil^aU^ of buitibk' and UH^ 
imposing exterior, but who !^*spak'€j as^ ntenr^t^ i^afn 
spake/' whose words > diffused knowledge^ ^tUrotigh 
the whole extent of Pal*i^ine,— '^ {(ft *h^y weiie*not 
able to resist the wisdom arid the spirit by^whac^ 
he spake,* — beyond which thdy «66ni bpi*eaid; dissi- 
pating that gloom of igtioran^e ijhafi'^ktd isb kifig 
gathered over the minds of tAeti: ^ ^F6t tJ^le* word 
of God is qiuck and powerful!; ' dnd ' sftarjier^ fthttn 
any twd^dged sword, piercing everi tS ^the ilitildittg 
asundelr of soul alid spirit.!' Witfe kll ^thls HtiA- 
pKcity of an- ondinary ma'n, the Sttvtewi*^ of Khfe 
world ' ha«l ■ the dignity of a ^' t^afeher se^it ^ Mth 
Gfod !* He ' exploded the Wle anid surr^ptilBi^s 
tneme^ials of • the JeWt^ dders,-toid f^otmk&}^(k 
ratter perfi^ctedv the preliminary liiW J Wfe bfehold 
a form of «\v6rsMp; perfectly ndveJ, bf i xihs^utii» 
the most simple and unimpbsitlg^,wljich had ti^ld^g 
in it of pomp to' arrest or' prepwsi^s^ flie mirid, 
prevailing^over at' systerti^ kmg • iaHid" eMensivdy 
established, to which habit had lattidhed ft stobbotn 
reverence, and which the splendour of its forms 
had so associated with the pi^judices of its-vcfta-^ 
ries, as to render it d^ar to jettid inseparable ftmn 
their pride. By the voicfe of this hiittible tea<^her, 
the gigantic frame of the Jewish ceremonial was 

o 2 
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shakiMi'^asdikd^, and though 'suirronnded rii^ 
eiMMiiiieB Sit !Once jfo^^tM BXiA msi&gnant^ he was 
siUl tbeard ttiU^ w<)ilder ai^ a^mm'ation. ^ GoIra<^- 
ti^ni fpUowe^' j^s i \vbrdsy and! tbd multitudeiwevfe 
iiitth^ before himJ '^Hel Wat3 £»rer tfa^ theieiii^ 
SireiaiofyMdn, graee wa6 {x>ared into! his^ 'Kpsu^j ^|lfl 
imr^ f^ aMcmifihed at %is ' doctrine for < he^' taiK^bt 
them as on^ thdtt had> ^ authoriifcyjy and not ' > ai) ^ thb 

i t)If i wa [^D«dd %ef ashed > wbsit < werei ^he iquaiifids^ 
tioht^iby^wli&eh Ife pi-oduoed the^e amazin^^ ^ffecta^ 
c^y^^^utfc ftrt^niib^i^ ^ttie teply-^*' his wcMrd waSicwlth 
piwfer.'^H Wei.ttiu«tJ feeSt that a doctrine/^ t«iiy 
e^c^yiftias^t^ati whM^ Chrisrt pto^Ei^gat^ ^^mtd 
cnbl jii deqoiff e ( to • Jbe • < pmperly knowja,- ta^ 5be J duly 
apphsoiflited ?i9»d^ tedeivedj Tb^restoDei mah>tbj[4diat 
pdmiiivii ^digi^^; £r<M»i^whfich^ sin tiadl > de^addfcl 
him r^ to^ i o{ypose a puii^^ (and ccmstB ten^ < woTBhi|) rto 
4be! i^fidsei 'but^desiztin^ solemnities lof 'supeMitlcgki 
and' pui^tcmfb; ^toicoihbatl vulgar >:J but ^deefdy- 
<rddt^{)re)ildices4 by thbisiitipk o^evai^micrf tuii- 
adoraedoiand^ilmcalnfimwiisitvg itruth^ f0ppo«^(>to 
th^f^aUunknentsi ictf t diisguiaid and > iiattcfrin^ fali^ 
haodi;:ltO(i submit}} the ivoist^rouEi paskionsiiofi mcin 
lb «4hd>eotit»ol of «n lexpedibnt/ but, to^ the vie^ir I6f 
^bi^f^ti nniidfd^' ref ukive toot'ai|i<ly ; in ^faelvi^/Jto 
iy|^:W^^h^geiiiefal1iieifallba coodi&m of (maokiatd^ 
>i^itliet es^clalaAes^ii ofothevJSavibur^ t^aehiti^. 
t^^s^jdttaxij^ingidhjbl^heai'ts^ of tide'disd^edkntito 
* Aletc\vJ!$<^Hii^|}[^i the I jff^>4UididFh)in^ the powcJir (f of 



Satan unto : <Jod.'^ . iTbe great trni^ iwhichf . h« 

annouhced, were dislivetedt by.<^m in ?a mmxK^t 

worthy of tbeir bn^taneek ^ He did not enitbilgle 

his doctrines* in tibe Uneahed of a |)jei^le^itlgl ^l|^8^ 

4icism4i ? Tihty were not frkmed foi? none)1)ut ifkao- 

y<lph)ej?si lo expound ; ao! they wei^ ,addretoefii> to 

ibh^! mostr illiterate • as well ais to the t wiWest^ of man- 

'klndi and . w!e»e alike idtelligible^ td .allt u.^ : r iW) ^' 

It is well worthy of observation, that ^ijEkg^vM 

-&ei 'Savpk)uii stood upon/ e&rtl^i poB^l^ing aa htidid 

.a cdntr^l over aU -the poiv^era oi ilaittureyjtod to 

rl^hom ev^n an^l» had > mioi^ter^, ')m bwiilUy 

v4ifa$i nevartbel^ss^ a predominating ^ ttait . of/ bis 

[itw)s* pwretod perfect' mind* Itf ilwrnfrifefe^,re- 

/ttaarkable as a cbar actler of jiis . teachingr^ )than ' his 

^Kdhiplicityw^ He sought no oaptivatSAg disitdhetiqns : 

)fae> refuted tall tbe vaixi 'hone^ms wlneh'his followers, 

.in cth^r >enti9iusiasliic admiration^ woiol^! >heve: ^eon- 

clemedupcmihim^ and* that bQinag)d)wiiiith naturally 

jfji^ends imthorityit The Saviour oflmankhuji '^had 

aotlwlvei)e)to)l^y ids ; head;'- h6 wasrbfifenriiiidsbted 

iio Itbe^qbaritiidSf Oif l^is fraend^ 

jye \ bifiitem^el )was !tbe : ipe«kntain! 1 os rdjste; desert ; 

rrhisr ptulpiikithe<plain^greeiii swfard<Qii;whidb he 6aEt. 

?(There, ilk! tbe ^mii^t of bn astooished but ^admning 

. >audiikoiy, he prej^nded thte) princ^es of r«tbat in- 

ieompairable r eligioa^ which' ^ &as< simq. extended its 

'Ue^smgs ^o thet rfembtest rc^gpoite lof > tlfe ^ bdbitable 

eairtk! < Whether iwe 'behbld : hi^ioaltoi .but honest 

in£giMHti(Hiy in ' denimncing r the - hypociisy of the 



^aris^ ; the hHif but uo^Murbed demettnoiit 
niiitlt ivhiehhe repels the caltimnifes of his jeakms^^ 
accusers ; or listen to the impressive el6queiie$ of 
hSs'iristoructiotos; we cannot but admit the. truth of 
thef'tfekt; that'" his word was with power." ' ^ 
vHow lioyely, how endearing, how adinirablie^ 
Wieire affl'the actions of his most simple life! how 
fdB of magnanimity as a man, kindness aiiff a 
tcf^Her/ a'rid miajesty as a prophet! What 'can 
a^fyproAch'iii^ ineffable sublimity, when, irapt in 
prophecy; 1i^ depicts the truly overwheln>ing ftdene 
oft "the last judgment ! I need not, however, here 
mtiltiply instatides of his elevation of charaetet,' 
this is suffieiefntly obvious in every circumsCatieer 
\fith WUcih his blessed iiame can be assbciat^edi.- 
De* us, however, a moment recUr to tJie.vahie tkind> 
ijii^oihmiie of his -doctrines, and obiei've vhoifs 
sSifetly Wfe actions ac^rd * with theitt. • TWoifcigh 
^Uhe Lord wrought great glory by him>>^bughi 
hfeg^reatt'^ow^, from the beginning/^ he was isfcill 
'^miskmd lowly of heart." We behold Wmy 
^/lOtilit he recommended humility to his disei]^leB,^ 
living' ill • 'poverty :when riches were within hie 
po^rj ^^b enjonis the duty of patiehce, and neveir 
Was there ^ murmur of complaint heard to escapie 
hiiy lips; He teaches the practice of benevokocice^ 
anft'^^went about doing good." He prescribes 
forgiveii^s of injuriesy and prayed himself evea 
ft**his ve#y ^wemieis ; tlius supporting, by his own 
Qi^avtiple, 4^se glorious doctrines which he preaidh^- 



I .It may not^pi^rhapsi Wfr€mo*a,frpii?i,f^hp 3jii^g©p^( 
in hand^ tO'^ri^pi^^rk^ tpo^ fbjr ^ha^^veKtr^oir^Ui^jt 
py t>ofti * , these 4octri^iiBs w^e canfiru^ vThey 
reoeiyed! the stupeBdaus^^^nfirnn^tioB o^iiwa^le^, 
repeatedly; nay, «Qwta«t}y perfiwi]|^edtt..wrpjig\^t^. 
ya^ the; ;byoad eye qf 4ay> ibr . the jjoa^st, psqrty, 
luadeir the naked canopy of H6eayWirin>Jthe«igMf|^; 
assembled multit udes^ and l>pf(^e the. laost da^udly j 
ofv his enemies. Impostur^^ un^ier wch [a {^^yrii^nj^, 
mutt have sunk cp]ttfounded;>buth£pre.th^'|Cfs^fttj?t 
w^ top evident and toomi^ty £or:^.i«^$au}t^c^i 
malic0 to ! : overthrow, and truth r itrii^nphpA/ e^fp^ 
ov^' th^ principalities of helU f^f 0..^4cwdl^oj^^l 
gov^rnc^^hOw excellent is thy name in^^ll4|Wf 
¥fQrldrilet the peofde praise ^thea.j yea, iet ^^^ 
pi8^1ei^raiseith^eF'-i-' ?.* •"/ i'\;Mn7/; ; toJ-^dh* 

f I i It ^b/i fiuJther ; worthy of » ow^ « obaewati^o^ . hca)i(! 
eeus^tiaHyi the niiradeB of Christ $evv!ed » ^ cqni^fn 
thei ilessdns^ i^hioh h^ taught $ isa^ . indeed^ as^thfQF/ 
iiwtef often the oecaeaoni sor they fre^entlyformM! 
the matter .<rf .those legfl<«s.;. 31uoh; tliere&re^ 
of; the weoghtto. be attached to t^e do«trin^9^ 
propajgated by the Saviour, must he jdonfes^^dljfi 
ascribed to his miritda^^ In. these also .the deqlf^. 
f ation of thei text ia mdst: abundantly < conlitfid^drrfi 
^U bis w^rd was with power;*^ Bayoiid the. c0A%t^ 
motion which his miracks a£GQrded> «til|Le hl|9P^ 
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jH»«a ^ not^'I^ofe for ^pim&hi to infobe aispiitbMj 

lidt ii|^piy' himsielf > to (kmomrtrate ikherdbnidi i}bf 
t)i^()^>^riyitnpl€Si wliich 'ko' inoiikated;! )b j) dabqiaib 
ttf^ii«^^ttte^^by><f6si9rtin^ («ohplaibtie^ ^utti&is^ 
iAitft^ ^^IM tf^ indeed perplex^: >tfaaa^vit .dofif 
iitifr ^i^^i^iice 'ty ^ uhder9tiandlng^ He idii^indt 
jEtdo^^tkat 'Ilib)dur<dl> piloeesft of^reasonmgv MiiijCifariiil 
ftdiij^ted'to tlife development of the abstraciiiprioi- 
d|^l^"^f ']s(^c€i;im2itt€«:s^ e^ of this wbddt'i 
#tidobi J ' ^' It 'is(' i»aii'9 [ provifnce onlyv to < idiiplikgr 
^^ iitt oTiler ^i proofs ;' but to ; 
^ihplbyi^^ ib6>>fibt$ hifi! oiim i^might^^ HotUr 

sb^ll'<^4)e>ia)^ toiibiii^iiify him^ for hd is.gssat 
lib^e 'idl^'iafi >t0oi^ki^> I marvellous is hb ipoirariiiiAfe 
iM^l^l^leakitiuoh.andjit cdonet short: Tv^keceffiDic^ 
in sum, he is aU,** ? ^ r»i t io aoindt 

'^<^i ^o^d still ^rtke^ cbserireviiii addrtiokk to ifdhat 
^M^^been' aittesidy iirged^ that not^ on)y^ did ^Shr^db 
liWiblfefc ifais^ M1*(kity by ^* -v^iideri^ • attidi> tmg§it)r 
^(elMa,? '^Itot ' ^thb' Crater ' < himseif i >8olenmlyr/abii 
«lrid?Wy itecb^a^id hM in a voice from Heasreri, 
ftb^ 'k^Wii*tt|)tfem'feiid' transfiguratfo^^ 
^fiar (ttfeUditti^ efveT' p(>Ssi^fested' so many T^ 
^ttri^tlii^fied titles? what authority wHs ewr Jtoo 
'^dtid^frftflly esfe^blij^hed; 'do' abondaAtly, bo iwdid- 
%ftli)fy '^dved f ^ Let i*s sfearch among the id- 
liti^eft^ liwgiv^s?'<rf iforni^r ages> among tliofiie 
%6ll}^^M^^^hb>h^e'^otif6i^ed til&A d^ted linderitte 
iStfueife*^i(6tfftlfe^ Holy^Spiri^^^ 



fouiid pne wJidfcaii standi ft sittg)|^dd[iQm^iMni m»l 
paarisdii with tlieiiUiudbriiabi^JDri^^ QfrK^urm}i|l0tl^ 
He (CDmbin^d kiirhiaf(Owi](> charikt^r. > i5 \^Uf^y§^ 

whatsoavevf tibihgfa^are : juat> rwhatsoater^^^^Si^r^ 

iiimgishare df gopdreportini Hi9;iwa^.ift<«i|§^ «l©4 
taiigWb.thp ¥ray oft God mtcvtib;! OfiilAleTjifl^^r^j^S 
for M^nyxnaii: for he regarded : not )bhjeMpepp^^f|[|]f 
nibn.'' iiet ild compare him^tiH^^0);origii^t^nf 
of other systems of .worsl^pi wA yf\iSkt\yn]\i\^^%}^ 
besUlfrlof^he eomparisoii? We ^haUi d^PYi^ jf^ 
thdy accomplishi^d imt)6rfe0tly>[ byyfra^ ^a^df ( j^flf^ 
lence^^hftt be perfected by his siit^p^QKliiMii^ 

War Mid ^[^liessionfH^eEQ -MiuriU^ 4jliiieit|^c^[VQ^^ 
in((fl)avfilGterd fflf irhlood ; i^Hia repi^ei$mtQd;'4}^^^^ 
tures of mercy and peace. '.iff /i fuj ^uyjn en 

jf. iTKooUectbo^ togetheir;^hai8jhi^lhfii^i|i>fbi^ faid 
byi ithle 1 nbo^t i celebrated ' nten of kU p4^i94s^ ti|KM^ 
tb^^siibjbot. (tf I a fiiture stat/^ jtfa^.. ojjC^idii|t|in^fW 
iafj:viTtuev laod i ithe ( ]ob%atW)fti <i^>'rn^rfl4ity^l4§ft- 
irines Idiay indeed be: elicited ^ugi^sleB^tly^r^ltA^ 
tolttman »ca«oni{and:^utxb;tQ^*l(Wglitffi9Jlio^^ 

^sdt^lastk mmi^ but how. j^feriqr imY^Y^^m^ 
'.of iview to the OlwistmiK doctrii)e3! i . ; What; VflT^ 
tkoae '^ mighty men pf xenowin/ ^hose^iifMnefb^y/e 
-been consecrated toeverla^ting! fam^^.and jto;YfbQffi 
potAerity has assigned .the^fpwipw&tit}^ ofphUf)- 
sophetrs? what but jnesi^: with op^^cb W^nW9 j^^t 
Bioce .;Tgttoranc»r-mei».p^hp.iMiT inde^ Jm- 
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^emnitf roi mis^ttxai and ^BOiwledge/aod; 13^11 t^a 
^^ckdish ware ^ they nod ignorant^ ^tbatJJiey yrert 
b^nts befoi^e GoNi.''.v In turning to wliat tibey bai^ 
left behind thenii we shall find thatrthey have gr4£l^ 
ediifinumerable ^iri^rs into a smaUitodL o£rrti>iU^ 
aildt deluded their admirers with the; mgxe.'.^g^> 
e£l Ki^ifidom. Have they enlightened thef.rbuni^ 
race? mi^t Ive not with mcure propriety : askphave, 
thdy not troubled and distracted it? Hare, -thegr 
parified the world ? nay, have they not rather 
Corrupted it 2 To what would the i^culations >^ 
a Plato and an Aristotle have led, if the blessed 
Son of God had not descended upon earth to 4^^^ 
us ^^out of their darkness into his own most ma^ 
vellous light " ? Whilst the great men of : heatheot 
antiquity^ whose names will be recorded tiU ^tfa^m 
shall be time no longer," have filled the . worWt 
Wiith delusion and error, those infallible prideiple^ 
taught by the Virgin's Son, have divested> truth /^€ 
its disguise, and restored her to man as his^jguidt 
to everlasting life. That philosophy,; onithetothet; 
hand, wluch has soloing been the admiratioia, /o£ 
the leaifned^ is nothing better than a ma^e of! i^jifc-i 
c«i;ainty>j its wisdom vanity, and its science error at > 
To whom can we compare the Saviour, if \m. 
are to limit our comparisons to this corrupted 
world — more particularly when we consider that 
he is ** the only wse Ood"? Shall we liken him 
to theprophets of old? They bore, like him, it 19 
true, ^ coittmissbn from Heaven. They sp<^k^ 



with efficacy; annbtmced tiieir ce^re^'wh^ifreen 
dom ; understood and expimnded ^ the Ib/w. ^ • lUU^y 
united wisdom with gra^ty^ zeal n^tii isiiioefrit^ 
and devotion with ihtegriiyof manner^ But whht^ 
a prodigious* difference in ^ the end and > perfedddnr 
of: tiieir mstructions, as well as in the distili^uiih^-: 
ing eminency of their 'diaracters ! They all ^'spakfe^ 
as^theJ^irit ga?e them utterance f Jesus '^ spake 
as never man spake/' They were labourers ; 'Hb 
was a master. • They prepared m^i as infants»to 
receive instruction ; He completed the lessor, and 
^'f- made them wise unto salvation*^ They may be 
compared to the dawn of a vernal day; Christ twr 
its meridian splendour. If these very Prophets 
too rendered him the most un(](ualified homage^ 
employil^ their authority solely to announce and 
fo raise a respect for his, let the sceptic be satisfied 
tb^ there can be no eaiise either for incredulity ^ 
davil;: where even iifispired men have found none* 
To ri^ect what the blessed Redeenliev of mankind- 
delltered for their guidance into happiness, is muok 
beyond a folly ; it is rebdlion against the Most 
High.* Let us call to mind the itrords pf the tviae' 
Gamaliel to the Jewish senate, when ; they were 
about to offer violence to the disciples of Christ : 
''^'Take heed lest ha{^y ye be found even to fight 
against God." ^ 

It may be well worth our while to consider fuf<- 
th0r, that since the e^mal Word has Itimself cosh 
descended to instrnet us, it must bo our duty, as it 



iy%ir yttrei^tj'^ateftilly «6 'receive hig le^aakif. 
^hmg^^Wt iittt^ tl(^ the'advdnftag^ of heaHi^ hidi 
j^^cmalljrj 'hi^ gbispel^ n^ertbeless^ remakis tdkiA 
H6 hm M' his mmih tieWnd him, benefeth wMcJ^ 
klJ'^Whb/ S^ik it may • find- shelteT>4nd '^ctettrity. 
SktM'fi^lori^Ha* celestial 1*^ h^ sl^ 

|tf kidfc a« ' thef grfeat ttiid tembfe day "Myl accmibljt, 
licf^fetiU i^ki^s 'that aiit¥ioi^?ty which att^ride* WlA 
tt^^^eitth.' Mib watches' ol^r oiir pfikikmyMt 
tilis^i-Vd tyi^ snhiifldSTdfl i>r defectidtt, Hte ii witft^sfe 
Wblir di^efflfefid^j df all whi6h He will flUaSy 
l)fe!ct!>Wr* *h6 jtidgfe' ^ Wh^ ;;He shall be ^rfeViettleA 
fi^oftt^Helave a;* With his triighty Ahgelsy t^mg^ WtMir 
^^fci'xwi' tt^hi thiat kho'vr hot •God,>feti?d th»i ^oltey 
ti^M^gtt&^el:^^ U^pbnthit a^ful ti<m6wmMfefctioii'4rf 
»iH^^Mrh^ri^"the eatthand theworfts alsd^thyk^lttPe 
^i^n^ ^a(Il bief bilrnl; iipf^wh^n 'the* fewi^^ttf 
M^;' ^ in • 'the > hicbAimuttibalbte eflfitilgeWce Of^^ Ihfe 
^bry^^'rfiall ■pi'esidii at thbi tremetidoUfe tribtin^l, 
^fow' *(rhi^h the ' tetttrtAer^ble hosts' 'of' qilick ^dntl 
d!6ttd sliaM b^^'ttWaij^ed; to isuch? ttfe hi^je^ *^te- 
iq^ed^ hia' cOiiiide3d;''^^he >f?ill p^onotiric^ the> *r*i- 
^le&rsibffe^^diSSisibiiff *^*Hes*' shall' go away into eveb^- 
^lfe«tihg^^ftiSHmdlt/t''b6^ int6-4iie 

^^ Lit ils^ donsideri theiii whit ^ill be thenetidi of 
^ki^titt^' those in Wr uctioris which he has Mt for 
vfljSi ibtefaeftt bf m^kinds afld>)asia just ineitement 
*«o' i^d* ^ fatad '^^dflt ' by thfeml, let m also cdn^Mfer, 
IWhttt id¥kil«a^^w^'hBfvi6' otei* those eaarly disciples 



who voIuntaril)r«^;^bn^t^^ it^|lK>^4;i^ 
for the love of Christ. J'his^ Savi^^w'MwtJjoyitjCP 
batter proved and taore widely ^^hibitfld jtpdu^th^ 
i* waa to them. They h^held' him ioi i^ipt ^WPji^JS 
we fCiwtemplate . hiiD^ i^ < i»s glqry, ^f^Jb^y > ^wwfi^ 
h»9iv m\ hi^ degradation; wei iOon^i^ey^jj^HilHifj^^ 
£u}ii<8S3 of his g^odhead^: i They ; l^arfJi this pTI34¥?f 
ticrtisiir* but it was» kft.fer, jUS ,t^ .^^tft^fji^ 
afecompjiishipent*, , They i^c^f^.noti?! a^po^i^i^^.to 
&)rm a just? pstipaatfi pf the^sial^^ry.e^ts, M^ 

d(|>e*rine$.; bu^ Ux.^s^ ^he ie.xpqr4^i;^^p„9J[f^g^tpffli 
hundred yeaars . has ; furnished tp jthpn^^/^ Jpifiwy 
confirBftatioiv r They co\Jd r^pt .^;^i;t§inly! l^iWi^ 
^hethieif fthe ,re%ion which hjp fpHp<^d W9}f^^gf^ 
•suifiQii^jMi a€ce^sions of ?|trjsngth to bj^cqip^.^f^ 
estafelbhed; hfUt we lar^, alive, tp ^e^ i^t^tpn^^^g 
its ( wj^uenee -fifpm one end ip| tbp nYPdd.rjtp^lJlptp 
^h0r. ,Tfe^lAl>«igH<3y hiwp?tf fh^ cpjRm^ndj^igp 
fc^rifh^ft? J^isi Spft: ^'And, ;Whpsp^Yi^r,r;..^itl^,(^ 
i Lardi> W ^iW not hearfoen ma^ ipfiy , m>^^f 1 w^l^ch^-JiP 
sJbaH speak in my name,:i wJiUiiiT^qui^P i(;..qf J^" 
If (Wef$et. at nought! this i»farning!it<y» (W? 4wi?fe^ 
dience-rtwe^ as it m^^0^ decloire ^Mr^Mf^^^f'^ 
Hiigbr and .Hojy One, ibhat A«habi|:^Jv{^l»F]^ty ;'[ i bys , 
in fact, withdraw our allegiance from Hip^ ,4]|id 
irertoweeirhisi authority, pwn^us. ) m.W^> aifiejtpf re- 
rtemberjc that the .oonditipusr , up^pn , w.bich^ Wf i p}^ 
be with him in Para^dii^e,: ♦«^>|f«th in ^^dsi^mv 
of *hafc atonement,, iwWab! ^^ < inodeKfop ,^0 > WS(^f 
nii^ft^ at the p^ket tof vwflfei?infip^^uc|^rj9li /h^ iiefwr 
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been enduredv until' her glorified the cibmihyre» 

piring- npott ifc. ■ • ' ^ >■ ■ : i; • I'-iiirt 

I^all><in' 6dhclusion> call <yotfr attexktionjtQ 

one lameiitable^ but memorable^ instance cf thd 

dax^er; of rejecting his insttuction®,- *<whote>fW«*4 
waswith powerr Moses^ having estabhshqd rtkb 
oiidl tand rehgious government ^iDf the IstMlitesy&ft 
whiicfli he was especicdly dioseaby Divine Prorriden^ 
in • the \ effiilgent spirit 6f inspiration, saw througit 
tli^ darkned^ 6t thef 'cotning time^ a more remineiiiil 
peri6d;(''when a^ digmty more ennobled, auneii^soiii 
ni6r6^^ subliiuej' should supersede ithat complioated 
stnactiite^bidl the divine will hadraisediiptlifHMigit 
faimi i The weak stai glimmered in ihe distoot 
futilri^, bu^ only distinguishable kff tke 'pro^etid 
eye> wtbo^ beams <were io shed such diffuMve Ius:ti^ 
over a benighted world. The m^h, who Mamkisb 
the thunders of Sinaij received the t ahles of > the 
law from the hand of God, saw in {irogidaietib vision^ 
this resplendent luminary march n^ th^ horizon (in' 
glory to its meridian, dispel, by ' '^ tiie brightness 
of its rising," those pestilent vapours 6f errcHP whidl^^ 
had soiorig corru^ed the wholfe civilized earth, and 
fi]S kt lengthy like sin everlasting sun, in the fii*ma^ 
ment 6f heaven, within whose eternal^ light '* there 
\b joyramong the Angels of God-" ^*TTie Lord ih;^ 
God/' said Moses,' ^^ will raise up unto thee a pro-' 
pheiti from the midst of thee> of thy brethrenj 
like' tmiA me; unto him shall ye hearken." The 
woiids fof the ' Hebrew lawgiver have had their 
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aosomplishment. Jdsns^ of NaEurediJ mca^ ivad 
fulfilled the prophecy. The expectedb Mesaiah « waif 
proclaimed* A forerunner heralded rihi^ I advefat; 
Mt tl^ rebellioois Jew6 rejected himin They ihlas^ 
|>]ikefned hisdocteinesy; , they sitigmatiBejd'fals) pe^^soBl; 
tUey I pilodeeded to . the most mahgnanft butr£^g»8 
a^Bst. hdm, aiikl^: finally, stretdied luih) tuipioiL f ithe 
cross; > exclaiming^ atnid * the ; traniBpoEts./ ofi ; itUir 
ferocious ' vengeancev^^/ his; blood; be riqloiB us^iland 
^pon our childr^n.'-' Scarcely ihad) thia^ i)[ahriUe 
anathema esoiped.theip lips^ thehiwar^ iitith ' all titq 
Accompanying hbrror&> adv£uib^ upoibthi^ilii ^ Whuk 
dinstemationy what afflictioiis^ iwlnat! 'SuflGedoKga 
ensued! The sword of slaughter^ reokid with 
titfijf blood of thousands) andithe /lihneks- oBihuB-i 
dened impiety went^u^ for a memoifial<<df/qoHH 
detaiiBation to Heaven.' . > : ij v. j, . 

ilLdt usy a moment, mack the misery 'ofithethol^ 
ei6y.i Depopulated by the enemy >< split intoifoc^ 
tionsy which, like the serpent's offsprings r preyed 
upon the vitals of their common parent^ iweakened 
Ujfi r ! plague, > devastated by • postileilce, • and c&A^^ 
i^umed by famine, Judea became the > theatre ': of 
deaollrt:ion^ and Jerusalem a pile of rui^s*. i^^The 
lioixi: of Hosts mustered the hosts of thSe^ battle. 
Tiley came £rom a far country, from the end of 
Haayeny even the Lord, and the weiapons of: his 
indignation, to destroy the whole land*'*; How 
literally was our. blessed Lord's prediction fulfilled ! 
^\ Edr the days shall come upon* thee that ^thine 



^^^ mmmmmrn^ «» «B«iit 



^ttdfMMykhu» dwNB; j^d tkajF ikdl wlleamlfei 

Tlaps ws aunihilated tiie enoqpii^ of tiiH JfeuM^ 
w|)i^ ii(9^^cted and crueifidd &• Lcndof <7ib^. 
Igliitil^ a mianajE^. o£ their wieldiad meceitori :«tl- 
jQIfiut, s s«d^s3uua|die of diviite YMigetecei aekitlneiA 
4»ri^ the iftoe^.of the eartii, the seocn of «lDMAt 
ei^y couQktry whkher they ht^e . llown £or i#' 
jEl^ge, . The)^ »e^ hke the imbiuMd mA^ik ^A^% 
if^orpiMB^ wloiah time ha» coii«iiiaed» ISIed i|NaMl 
iOittMiA' hy the stornu Sueh faave iMm^ tilli 
^lifj^rfJhjp isoaufquenees of rggecting tbei 4 o Mteli ii| | 
of him whose '^ word wa» with pofirer f^*^ ivhi»<l^^4l|(ii| 
as one haying authority^ and not as the scribes ;" 
whom the Almighty recognized as his Son^ and 
commanded us to hear. We need no loftier argu- 
ment to induce us to comply, than that it is the 
will of God. His authority alone ought to be suf- 
ficient for us all. 

Let us then respect that authority, which is only 
exercised to make us happy ; nor, like the ancient 
Jews, despise the blessed Jesus, because his dispen- 
sations consist not in temporalities. As he has 
died for us, according to the spirit of our faith^ his 
death will prove to us either a stumbling-block or 
a means of salvation. Let us set our best a£fec- 
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ties to which we should feel a fe^gAtkt^ Isi «rib- 
laiitimg, iwhen we fefleciy what he has tiRckfrg^oM^^ 
rbotk in the flelh sad in ^e e^t/ to taHMriiite 
fi^om the bmdi^ of nh. If we foUow his instf«f6- 
tions with right minds and willing heaii:^ ^W^'tHtSL, 
ap he has promised^ find <^ rest unto otur sd^s;" 
and weshiall hot he bac^kward to ackhawled^^ 
ttett ^^ his yoke is misyr and his burdai light.*^ No#^ 
f^ the God of peace Hiat l^t>Qgfat i^n ham ^ 
dead our hoftA Jeins^ titat gfeat shepherd of the 
sheep^' through the blood of i^ eveflastii^ clbVe^ 
aant^ make yim perfect in erery good i^^rk te^^<b 
Ua wil, working in you that whidb is weU^pleaitojl 
m his sights tteroug^ Jesus Ohrist f to wh(M; to^ 
getJMfr lintili the Holy Ghost, be glory, i /imAi li tfk, 
and fmrw/fdr eirer and erer ! 



i > 



•f 



- .,/>A/ 



( .' ..■..•■■ 



I' . . /■ I 



* ■ ■. t- ' 



. -,.«■ 



I I 



( ^ 



■ • ** . . 



: : ■; 1 . 



I / 



-'r 






\(\ 



\n ^ 






• i • 



:^:■^U . 



• I ; , 



i : ) 






r ■ ; , 



■f- 



;■•.■ ). .. 



.1 •> 



.111. 
1 



,,'\ 



. < 



:; :f. . .'If- !;i>rin 






Mi 



t ■ ■ 1 



i I 



->i.-.r 



)t 



« \:i> 



'iif 



. i W 1 



■ . ■ • ' '■ 



■ >i ■ ii 



SERMON XIV. 



THE UNJUST STEWARD. 



St. Luke, xvi. 8. 

" And the Lord commended the unjust steward, because he 
had done wisely ; for the children of this world are, in 
their generation, wiser than the children of light." 



The design of this parable has been frequently 
mistaken^ and its application misunderstood. We 
are to bear in mind, that the parables which Christ 
delivered, were invariably designed to lead to some 
moral inference ; not to amuse the mind with any 
artificial ingenuity in the detail, or to challenge 
the investigation of learned criticism. They were 
addressed generally to a mixed auditory ; to the 
unlettered apostles, as well as to the learned 
scribes ; and, therefore, except where their divine 
Author particularly intended that their meaning 
should be involved, they were expressed in those 
terms, which were best comprehended by the Jew- 
ish multitude, and delivered under those images 
which were most familiar to them. It was sufficient 

p2 



2l\2 the unjust steward. 



QK/ f .xTr: i'- M.' ; 1:' 



for thfi Saviour's purpose, that the. moral of .these 

aJleffones should be distinct and intelliirible. This 

«lii'»Pji;r...... vU ^'J-:''^. ^ , ii>'L ■•■'• -j-'v-^^-'i'-^ 

.,was the whole aim ot his mtentioh m dehverms: 

them; and, therefore, .thomrh thfe critic should 

imajTine that the parallel between, the nruratiye 

allu^on, and .the literal fact be not everywhere 

precisply exact, still, this will m i^othmff affect tne 

(ft Irjnofiri /U.'-.'.,;-' ■ .u...i..-J . ••• .•iirr iriil'-'Anuq 
truth of the doctrme which these parables cpnvej^, 

provided the inference to be derived ifirom them 

be.cl^at £|iid d^teripinate. Thje corollary, irom 

me parable Deipre us, obviously is, that if ^Hne 

children 01 light \Vere, ^^m, their generation. ±0 

Act as providejwy as the , children ot this wprlft 

tneir i^ora. in otner woras, u tne ri 

omy as solicitous about their souls, a^d did as much 

eai .^aujm.ioiu i^j^ .:. h:.-.;.;.. ^'•.■■:- in 'yvyrr ^r^l^^ 
to secure their salvMion, as tne mere, men 01 the 

world do, to pron^)te the security and comfort of 

llSnJ llIO;!. /.)Til ••..'.<.'' jMj ; : ! -^i'V-fj] 'S.:iI((fIOOO(T 

their bodies, they would have ^'priuse'oi God- 

?nd his praise is ever a^ earnest of rewar<L 
^.iiionrv.';(| iK.ij] j... isio n. / ^^loi ''fovul aioin 

NQW,r the. parable before us is sui^ceptible of 

Ofl- — liiDi ^Ii^ ,TtG:i.r ,j'i<i;.'j' ;:m .* •• ;''.:^'vr ^'(11 not ^ii'// 



;tOfl- — iji^i ^Ii^,^G:iJ ,j'ivi;.'p ::m .)';''.:^'vr ^'(11 *'loI ^ii'// 

.two different interpretations, each leading,precisely 
„tq the same iconclu^ion, so tlutt the doctrine in- 
.tended to^be conveyed remains undisturbeoi which- 

, ever mterpretatipn we embrace. . ,, i 

mi;w;jj'r 'jiW .^r-K: ^/ J:'i'f.^v:;; .= :-^».'*.> I'ti'-v ,l\}ij iriow 

^ The one view of the subject -will be this. The 
mnction of steward, amon^ the opulent Jews, was 

jaearly similar to that of a land-stew$ird- ih the 

nbnuivmiiJi)Uiqhi\\'i\ijn'':Ail r-.\a^.i ^.' ■•■■ ■■r;...; - ijviTT 

present age. Apiong t;he varipus duties attached 
r to pis office, he gave leases of portions . of his 
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employer's land, £^hd settled' ili^ r^M^r wKicti eacn 
tenant was to pay. As .probaoly tnp emoluments 
of his omce depended upon the anpual mcome pi 
Ills lord, derived tohingi from these f^fs, it wa3 
the interest of tlie steward iio fix ^th^m as' hi^n^as 
possible. Wjien ms injustice to his master was 
punished with dismissal, J^e prudently resolved to 
^o , that justice towards the tenants which liis 
; av^ce li^ idthe^ restrained hi^ ^in ^i| 
inff. /He, therefore, immediately rediuced their 
rents, . which were probably pajd,, as Ihe custom 
then was, m the produce of their .laiids or of their 
flocl^s, to a morq equitable rate.' iTKis at oiiceja& 
them lindei* a poweriful obligation to himself, with- 
out really injuring his master ; because^ while their 
rents were disproportioned to their . means, the 
land proprietor ran a continual risk of loss ip their 
becornmg insolvent; but, while jtney helfi their 
farms upon faijr and liberal terms, they were much 
more .ukely to pe punctual m. their pajpments. It 
wa§ for this reason, therefore, tliat his Ipjd— not 
our Saviour, but the injured uia^ter — ^*' commended 
the^ unjust steward, because he had ac^ed widely/ 
or prudently ; an acceptation which the original 
word will, with equal propriety^ bear. The stf^ward 
'was not conimended 1)y his employer fQr those acts 
of injustice whi^h had ^aus^liis'disiiaisaa^^ 
that single proof of his justice an^ prudence; which 
is 'Expressed in the parabfe^ *We m^ rni^pm 
that he went rbunil to' all^&e'^teiu^ 



T&fjf^'{ii^ineiH bf the afctiofi, and^^i iugi^tiate ^hi*ti> ' 
86lT witli thdn, tio' thWi h^' tnigfet htare' a m6iitS^^ 
inf'^ti^dt)]^^ ta ili^l gtatitiid6' ilnti^^ h^ sho^M^^ 
\A ^iiikUV'&hdnm^ he^^h^ r*as6iib>^wt 

8^i:^oe}4 th^'S¥}i<y'h^ lost his foihrMi^ fe^ali^do 
ttetWyih^aikhbntety. ^iMitaOti^e (of thfe st^ii*!?^ 
w^kLTe^^ftrAtm^ subject' g( l^i 

mSaJitei^'d^^iicithihedabtibii ; he ittierrfy coitthJetiidbdil 
tlii ^ act; because/ rffe^ly in itself, it W^ a ^dl' » 
oHfefV' htttii^.aidiiot, tKefrefbfc'b>< cbtidhide tlife ag«ift^5 
t^b^^a'ftit1*^V«se]^ <W better ttibn ih k spirittt^^^ 
jRAnlf i^ tie^; for he still dharaeteifiMd >itim'^^l^ 
xthjbik, Mihe satiie titae' that he cojAvmn^dliMu 
'^Aiid'^«he ioitdt tX)uimexidBd the imJU^^^^ 
thj^iappi^^,%igbds(pa^t^ infat^aM^of 'w& 
H8 ^ i^r^rit ' hid done. ' I eohfess, *hW ititefplr^i 
takidh ^e^s to nie ^hi^ itioist ^onsi^tent^ ^w^Hll«(i 
«iA9jj)fe^ 'WMkipktMe, ahdy ' indeed; ifo iagi^ ^befit 
w%ii itfte^^^fe i^i^^^dJ)^ ebntext/ whieh fef^li*lll^> 
th»>W«^& *fiit*d?^*a^*he t*3*i t^ tfie Kfttetem^^thdi 
sfeS^S/^ fibtit^f^il^aviottrj^lt inerew 
airiay^with th^ appaifeiit'Jn<fedhgruity Which, upcm< 
a'ii^ei^eM vie^; has > presented suoh & diffiddty 
ti6^ rittttrjr^pietos Christianirf-^iamely; that tbei Rwi, 
d^n^' 'of hi Ankind should hate bestowed |nrai^e 
dptfti^ah^'iinprofil^le'SerVan^^^ « ^ a. 

'^ 1P^^tMef]^%t^]^pi*^ however, Whi<^h i sha^ 

W IdyTb^dr^'yotivis the most gf«wi 
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T«f ,Wf ^^^''^T W.WA»^ ^p^. 

rally roceivi^iirrjt is quitp q<m^btenfe wtH tba pq:^ 
fe^ qharac^r pf (^}»t, agreeable i^p th|^4o(^jki;ii;^«^. 
wJwliJj^ teaght,tw4r4he pf:ec^pt3 w%hrjhe,v4^;, 

iBk^uc^df hi§i maat^f .tO:^iQfl»ai^.frpm^hi^V:ai^,^^ 
ogJIWfi ft^j¥^r4i^p„^if5 hj»4 ,Wii4te^aUy^ leftir,]t^> 
tQf>pff wid« at any tatie,; s^^^fier bj Ja^^iR^qr^jujyw^. 
m^^a^ for hia^ fti|iW€k.<^mf€«rtsy ot?to,^ 
hftdtlost. hie ehaiiaqta?'^ ajad, th^^)Bfqr|e^ ^^.90 p^iw^i 
of^btaiai»igva ^itna^pn similar to th0rOn^(pf v^hit;^^ 
hc^W^ about to b^. depriv^4< Hafnpg.b^^ ^^Md 
ai^juu^toipd tp( an easy and lux^uriow tffod^.fqfj 
li^ng>,tieiiM>4^ot, sufficient Jbardihood p^ Ipjpdf ,;^^ 
sttbWiH > *0 ? tk^i , B&yere drudg^y M digging ^ %; ft » 

eiittr9l>i)U»^spd;toi t^y it,4^ 

h^in^^dr npjtl^Ye;b«e^ fble.to.gaiji.fuffi^dpj^fpgj 

l^l^i^)^Vf »He .wastwbf«i)i^4 torb^g-vrJHSi pr^g^ 
rf^pJt^Crw^^ff hupttiliai;^ Uf«^sityflff?ojfunj^^ 
cirtlto^jftQioTiery pnp.JWsd^fit^tuI^ cp^i^l^tipiiT; ^^^ 
tbtfrafere^t ]»t; upon an e^p4i6|it>( yrl>|Dh fbe^^c^^ 
skk^d'iiiH>uid(beilikQly l^p-^^win^ ^^^ f£;iUiiig^ 
into/either of tbese wretchpd ^jqtrrap^ ;r andi, j%; 
diKcldi both in ttbei de^gaaind exeoutionf,pf ija.prpt^ 
jeeti bet isboTfod himself tOr,beir|ipt|f op^Sej^tiii^ u^ 
ea^pedieMi but ^^tdept in pr^ctiQa< j .H^ |p^Ue^hiiif> 
master's tenants togeth^^^ 3n4< pjs^posed. to , tbefPrA 
sdhetm^ whwb wowld wpsid^aWy, b^^pfit^^eu^ppdj, 
th«r^ft)f^.of «»uriS(e,.fiwtiilp i4fn^,^ 1^)£)(9)li^w|^ 



IKI8 .(niE^/^airiunusvBWJiKD. 

flUthratdiem^MtaiiLii He>pnop>pcifid t^theiar^lriaat 
^aDonfl^eroblfi j^rtion/jof theiUldebid inlhigiiatA'f^ 
mh^(M : he ( pndjr^Jiieffldes IhcQ^dyttBi^ knbwiitbit^pi^e^ 

JUmi^ Ur)ti:i^^^t/>iiHtkii]ipiifiiit;^ y/i "M .^rrr>e)in 
oriiniAfi itpranaacticoi >bdb(ve M^ hcL did .mxii'matib 
.jnoliabl^Hcqmiiiii ia • greater suit dP^diskonebt^ )tl9«^ 
•^bad(Ji)QBhipceYiousi7 guiltjscpf ;^iai]fd asiHisIdkNit- 
lRid;ef)'was^^ead)it gone, b^^8d>iiodxiilg^tb ^(^Ifay 
,tii&lHilui^^l^jiiig^l^^ibiitT6v<bryt^ gaih % 

ate BhoceBSjioBy Jmiikiqgth^t^^iakits accoikafdiceHiin 

J«dlild;iiatandk]p be fiftaid to Fe&aerhiiiifasjttstnice 
JiBia&ineed^destihecshouIdi renal thi^idisliUneBrtiE^ 
<atid ifang JeprfafgiAtemof their gobddbai«uitei;«Afiiiot 
•of ( Aeiv leiltates^]; ? (since i t^e iandkard ^.i^o^dibeliaaigr^- 
/khhi^rbiEliiatixioflbs.tQ i;e|t«mY tfeoaati^ whoiiuft^h^ 
jdiisboirered ^ihsveijdefnradedrhiokr; i>'Eftie/cehip2tet 
between the steward and tehaii1»i waarthfairrfanefbf 
inaihiai ifeaud^f and^/ftUrefbre^nlikely 4o<:b]ndtIthe 
^xafiiepBitogekherow l^at ,uBbn;/bf iixt^reksynHdiKii 
ddxsel^onnkKteivaptedipf ' wkereiiti is i(%9iienlied.b]r^fear 
^ofijbxposn^p on: theitnid hand, jotda; ;^qiscioliifiBciis 
,o£iadi;a|iKta^^^, ^buthi&iothei^j I As^ far ashki tvnliilkfr 
intezesis mere^ eoiicerned^^.consideEing .tfaeijatote 
^(moridii^egiadation to whickhe T^a& TadAced^jbjr 
dbsmj^ihiviskuatibii xnkder. slack disgraeefidi^ireoiiH 
-daiiQeB, i thjis i: dishoaieBt , «eirvaM .could Jiob ; 1 If aiite 
'HktlilginoreJ ^Nrfaiddendy^^ . aside lihosedubb- 

irior ,in^pfiB«terJ^>iwkkhitid dnufardliinti^i^^^^cfted 



(TSEffBS$VTEUtkTBW3Ja>. 9MS 



lincb diHeotedJli^ jbefigqfonqcdi afaxrib^ManbtedHiife 
:skfQfed( ( toi ktiiisblftitH^ Ifatvcmiiio^ fiidBp^wiBon% 
wfaickj tunderl the/Ai8grate<<if)ia>lbs^1jr[repBtbtiB0]^dK 
>cb«]ld ii6tJlkaKe dohle.asaoin^actuUlii^biriiaiij^ 
means^ as by tMaeKiyBrUabifae, 'Cio^fdd^e^^ siQkmJb, 
HkereftaB, jiS« be be oontddered} )tfaer>'|leisbli/iiirho 
qaaise;d itfae oonlnkiidation o 
^ddsiHiHK tfp.as:{l<pat(ero ^faotmi^idiifi^ehbe/isig^ 
inJfym^ byi^tbi^ €Ktot|^ .asxl^&tre'^dbseEYedpJdrat 

(were iicvdy as ;dUi^6iiti i^mpldj^od ^{Aeic!Bam^d8 <:di6 
^ntidntlyy and aeted \ ds «. piiovldfiiitl^, id ^s^Jobpitd i«(- 
xuner^iheiiT'mteFedto bt biiiwJarkb et^nialfinai>Iilhaft 
,c;etFnallj^f»iiiinded iimnvdUu1iii^dnlc)^,lii»iin^i*eii; 
Jorifliis^ihey.ncioidd t&otjjfdl<>o£L^ faite 

-eirtrerladtinigt ^habiiafiaKiii. • ! vlt .niifcirtiuixtteljcidl^ 
kflnir^Hut (tb<y gtaecaillyii^Iiappeni^ ^tkaibi^Afal&idi^^didli 
Jofuffaisoworld aie^dniitheiri^pteerskloa; isriserothfh 
'HiieiQhSdiito.tof ligiii^oj inu. Ltii/vo)^ -^jiii iitviwjad 
'jf{iIti){wds<iiot(iditiJf];sadl^]iixdi,baB blBSsed SaizSnor 
r^^arim^ided^Mtitheihigenliit^ whk^fl^l^dispk^ 

^IJMflaiio appkLad'tfae.ddUish€iwn)ib aiDusgusb^tidn^ 
'^MiHgtthftJ hetioQ itself isrodndeaimeBL elOfaetiqq^Iaxiie^ 
iibsreiote, s^iiinAyirdlattve;! tThe agent deesiticit 
fdsel>a>ibk>ibighev d» oor eitBem^\ibc(i^tghiws)myk^ 

dUsplasjed bi.'a bad caaae, ikiis>lkit>arjjikBt .andidb- 
^us ieoiiclosian, -^tnthe^kBODoid^ £iaiitp<tt^^ 
ieittplby^dvtc|iidiwith*.miicdi higbdtvadisiiEfci^eB^ iiVB 
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gi:¥icl<ki«rt iTi|e tdent may be cdnseq^ently {Mraised^ 
though' the act upon which it is employed be dts^f ; 
honourabk. > Itis one ihmg to allow a man tt^be'/ 
wise^ and another to allow him 4o be good. ' >Heq 
may 4ct wisely in a worldly sense^ but wickedly in 
a tispnrituali if a robber, by pnident (precautions jto; 
baffle detection^ were to escape the hands o£jijudj 
tice^ we might naturedly admit the prudenqe o£Jbia/r 
cdikAMet in providing for his dwn safety; but itf doesl f 
ndf, thereforey follow, that we should extol ham'^fQrl/ 
barring violated the laws of his country. mu'm > 

Thi& epithet aipplied to the steward in the pas^>j 
bley sufficieiitiy showB Christ's disapprobaitioi^> jofd 
the^ etct kff which thi& worthless man seeuted ' ta/ i 
hiliis^lf the favour of his lord's tenants^ 'The btify/^ 
g#ovmd upon which our Saviour's appkoisevtwaiii' 
giV4^, W£is the dexterity which the disearded^ibeir^ 
v^iit exhibited in providing against a difficultly/ 
which a succession of previous frauds had involved! ^ 
him. Looking only to this mortal conditioily vie 
adapted tery sucoesgful measures to provide i£9vr< 
its' tiecessitiesv and thus ftirmshes an example^ib 
us 'iEii9 tO'6u£ conduct in improving our i^iritufltln 
state ; not ^de^d in the means which he chose> btrti 
in the diligence which he usedy and the anxiat3r ^ 
which he evinced to repair the mischief /brought' 
upon himself by his previous misconduct. CbriM 
thecl commended the man's diligence in betterin^l 
abiBtd condition^ rather than the principles upon, 
wifichfa^'aetied^orthemeanswhicbhemade usoofip 
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arid He coimneiidBd it too theinbre <^'iirtieulalrly^^: 
in order that He mighH rtodev the/.coilelil^ioii^t 
which he designed should be dranirn from then 
parable^ more obvious to hidihearers^: : k : i . )>i / 

From the tw6 interpretations wiiich^ have. jbeionn 
giv^nifoif this interesting parable, it iwill appie^ 
that! ileith^ is the doctrine confounded, nor 4be> 
mm^al appUcation disturbed; by admitting eijtheri ^ 
the one or the ollker. They both support |Mreci^e)(f> > 
the same conclusion.- The steward^ according to^ 
either view, was careful only after worldly ady^or' 
tages; and surely the ^^ehildrien of light" ought (to 
b6 equallyso^ in advancing their spiritual interests j 
for' ^^ what profit hath a man if he gain the whol^: 
woarld aiid lose his own soul V These wordsi contain 
attonce t^e question and the iieply. Theymwt 
satisfy eVery devout Christian, that he never caOi; 
with safety *o his • own soul> be '* weary of Wi^U . 
doing."/ :. ■ • .. . .'..t,| 

Let us only a moment consider, how diligent, 
most of us are in seeking to secure a conditipo of 
afihienoe and ease in this world: how much less 
intent we generally are upon beittering that con-* 
dition which shall be everlasting. In the former 
case, we submit voluntarily to privations^ to suj9er-r 
iii^Si' to dangers; we frequently do things most 
abhorrent to our nature; we dieerfully encounter 
difficulties ; we patiently toil and drudge throug)^ 
years of a precarious existence ; we ejq)ose our- 
selves to disappointments,, to hardships^ to ii^uri^t. 
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wi^tont^nfl sigamilt ftbcidents and revefrses^ ahdf Sii31 

irttfi nWth th^ Hnd^ tmlrearied assiduity, in 6t^^ % 

fcldd a few imaginaiy comfofts to a life whichi St 

tihe hihg&Sl, is but « as a shad<«<r that depstiiem/' 

iitid k thi^ b^8t> fuU of vibis8itudes;«nceiriaiiit;f >'iiM 

yMtow".'' Ndw, where do we undergo ^6 mufch'^ 

)id.rktic6' bui" interests in eternity? ^atJiH^ 

^i&t^k do 'we ehcotmter fof ifliis itnpOlrtaiti* tfeft, 

•iWiith ai'e^ther severe or difficult to siibitiit -te*^ 

'Whait iniffferiri^tlo we endure, or: t6 What d an^CTS 

^^6«e obi^dves? When, for this^ moni^itiif^ 

jjfairjJdse; do We tbil through 'matiy wearisome ^^fe 

'k'dtu piijgrinfagfe? Wlien do we expo^ ottriwfe 

^Ikf 'dis jippoiiitidert ts, ' to hal*dshipsi ' to it^tfriiJi^ 

't9oW*d64e'c6ntend ag^in^ adciden^khd'^f^f^ 

^t iWy' ke rij)jiyial to his own heart, '^JrHeflfefif, 

MiHg t^e pa^ year^ bf his We, he h^ fetidl^HiifM 

-■mio as mtich for the eternal 'Welfare bif hi^^iAH, 

Whe has ftjf the ■oi^carious cotaf6rts of 'iihe? hdSf, 

^ ^*ha^-\vill'bB the reply? Who is thfer^-^itib^ 

'tis thatM)Otirgi(i<A-e'fc/r'the meat which '«^eriaui^li, 

■mtA 1(fi 'tHk' which' perisheth"? Thi^' isr h6t^k 

i^stfdft'TWMi'Wkn'bfe truly answered in riiei'^fflSp- 

i4i^tive''b;f'iiiaiiy'; sttid'i^t we are enjoined io^flb 

'tMfs hi the Son of God himself since this' hrittd 

^^fll ^be^ bi^stoMred upon ns tinto everlasf fng fife, ab 

1icS4tas etpreysly promised; prbvided we laibonfr^fiK- 

^htly^^oBt^tl it. '^^ 

* ^If W ti^iltf think the body to be of less, viliie 

tH&n Iteribiili vrtiich We wast ever do, y^tteie 
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■pomiiex t^ ope t» J^i^ ,piei^haV^ .ui^i.tj^n^t^r 
,^IUIllorta], doea it .nqt.siQem.iiWQC^rpoxvnistwj^ Wl^ 
ji^ea^qii that ive should ,^^, greater. ;^CHl^T»tii]^f,%) 
e^blisl'^ the , eter;i;ial. welfare of ,; the. ofii),.^ik,^ 
jl^^pc^i^Tj^.^he I jpoerei; fugitive ,sa(ti*factipusi ^ j,^ 
,^lieri?c! What Teal enjoymmt Ci^n ^^ave^,^^ 
j^^tirjae* jtfy/in oipder. tp, oj^taio. this jeajpyB^eaftt,!^ 
x\^ the,)osS: of ha.ppinpsB ip. eljeCTilty t „TJ>^ ^W^ 
ifliPfl ipost fortipiatet,pf pjripjces, a^t^fjjb,e ,h^4f.4(W 
idl that wealth,, pow^r^ i^Mod ,th?, |i;i^ti ;VW^P9^i|i^ 
j^aj^ut^ could ei)ahle him,1pMo, iQ pM^i t9 inncf^^ 
^ joys.pf his mprti^ity!, ciuoe «ft]^t tq .t^isijasel^ 
jc^lycppclusiion:,*,^ Thep.Ilfloke4,".ffty^lje^ "WW 
<th«5 viffil-M that roy4w»48 H»d 3YF,pug^^,;^^,pp ^ 
(ln^jpu? thftlt .Ihad lal^wwil^tD i4p;t !iW<l.^te>ljJ»)# 
■iff^, ,Yftpity,,apd,yesatipn,.9frgpi^it, ^ tj^e^^^jjs 
jWpy(^|?,w4^ri tbe.wn/:, i.WflW flP^ ^.th^ifgft- 
fll^ie8,prrtHS:WPrldiheeoB^e.^Biri*tps3,,^^i^r^ 

^yi^n c;gpfipedr^We.^P^W,,ap4 ??(? Iw4,pff ^^B^ 
^,g*^at«.!ip,»<lif©.to cpfli^? ,,>yljpt{Rp)il^,Hy^|)l^, 

>f^t pqpld pqw^r^, jjfl^a^|«f«4dl.^?^^<yft„piIoc»jf jB^lp 
,u8,,pf S!0|lid,Jniippme»«, if.,we ^^Tf^tl^t^? W WfP 

UP )]|e^tvi4e heyondJ; M^m wo\44r %«■ bftjtfep 
n;yjpgpl9tipi^ p^ ^e ?, yVifi^^ W>}M -*h^? II? ^1^ 
J^ (^er.thi^ pi<* ap4:,4y^»g,?,„..\V,l^^^,T^pi4^ 

^cte4 look for qowfwti| Jtfpw, ,^'^i44 )^ pjro^^ 
hearted be consoled ? How coul^ P^^]g^t}pp.tf^^^ 
iu' hope"? " For myjig^ng j^p^t^f^^bre. 1 flat," 

^c^«(iiap44pb,in th9,.^oi^i^ (l^^.,8)|i^jTOj3, ^'g^^ 



viki^ roMfmgs are {itQured out like the water9.^ ^ J>»d 
jdl^his mighty possefisdoiiftyhis reputatiou^his ftomef, 
iprevBJi agaiDSt the will cf Hieaveii? Tbeaeaipft»)^ 
led no aHeriatioii to. his afflictioiis> fer they > Jh^ 
departed ifrom him; and if hefaad onlyifaop^^f 
diippiness in this worlds when oveirtakeni by i the 
'Calamities which have rendered hiB Hfe SQieaeiaM!^ 
ihhh to succeeding times, he must JMfcV)9((h$!iisi 
-wdeiedi ^^ of all men most mifiepable^'^ n. lioi 

Is there one hnman being, who hak the p0ji¥Oi^ 
that does not strive^ to improve the ccafidiftloii of 
hisihrnnisnity? There are,, indeed, few who dp not 
drrote the .' be^t portion of their days to ibiM 
-fmrj^ose. : An^ yet what multittLdesai^ thcarfevFliA 
seacaelyWer. bestow it thought upon ihek.eteiMl 
^i^ate.;l><w)io^;cectabfdy use no endejlrourfit wliatei^r 
idireitdeJE' lit a hap]^' one t and how many when db- 
irot&but a very insigiaifieant pdrtion of ihalrtiiais^ 
fwhioh God has i given them, to Him, iffis wxari^tip^ 
€uid > the eternal welfare of their souls ? They 4lank 
tiieir Maker sufficiently requited ^ for ail; i ihtt 
b^iefito which he has done unto them^!' if ithey 
devote i to him a .'few minutes ci each day, often 
not evebiso much, with a somewhat larger portion 
of the Sabbath, and this too when they haveeveriy 
season to feel assured, that, whatever time they 
devote to their Grod, they likewise devote to theur 
owsi^ahiation. 

. Look at the mere worldly mani I say aigaitu 
Iv^at ardamr does^ he? not > disj^y jn all those • pag^ 
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Stilts which he thSnfe likely to ftdvaiiee hiiiftBrt^ 
^ain&— what assiduity^^what persejv^eratoee i ilfe I he 
^sa^vpointed ? l>isap|)oSntment only serves as (p. 
^gpir to future exertions. 'Are his hop^ baffleldt? 
Ne^ okiefii arise/and he is still diligent Inltlie^puiD- 
£^it of the objects which he desires to; realisiei.; ' [Db 
reverses overtake him ? These may^ be argiaesj be 
the ppecursors of success. Tbusrthie tide ofllife 
rolls on^ and he is still >busy>!stLU eagerv ths^ pinoflh- 
perity should waft hinii down its current; > i - ! 

What are but too freqiiently^the labours evembf 
the plrofessedly spiritual man? 'Ho'w listlesSilboifllF 
ink^tive^ how reluotatitly pursued!- He,<l>ftenffeeb 
ys duty to^ be a tmrthen; etvters upofi it witl^'Mf- 
Isyifference^ if not wit^ unD^riilingnass^ and ^^ejinees 
when iie has o£fel7ed up hift homage :>tOii€rod, only 
that he may retutii with a keener relisb ta the 
a£&irs' of the woi*ld* Even with him these have, a 
nighty value : be cannot detach lum^df from tan 
fkveiweeniiig jmxiety about them? in spite of: his 
bettebr reasbn^ in spite of the siiggestioins ^of c&t^ 
sdence^ they will still predominate ov^r the osbost 
momentous considerations; and here i again does 
it appear^ that ^ the childreli' of this world are^ in 
their generation, wiser than the children of light" 
If we opcupy our chief tiioughts with the advan^ 
tages which may accrue to us here, though we may 
" have praise of men ;" or even though the praise 
of the Redeemer should be bestowed upon our in- 
dustry, in acquiring mere treasures that corrupt 
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and consume^ or for the ingenuity we may have 
displayed in obtaining them, still, such praise can 
have no influence beyond the objects by which it 
was occasioned ; eonsequentiy, our interests, after 
the close of this life, will not be advanced by it. 
Let us remember, that we have two interests to 
consult, the one m time, the other in eternity. 
The choice as to which we make the first object of 
our pursuit is with ourselves. May God direct 
our hearts to do that which will be most profitable 
for us when we come before Him at the general 
resurrection ! May we so fi^w His directions as 
^^ not to be conformed to this world,** but ^ trans- 
formed by the renewing of our minds," that. He 
^ being our Ruler and Guide, we may so pass 
tlomigh things tempcNtal, that we 0Mtt}r Itee jDot 
the things etemaL* 
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7jj„ SALVATION THE GIFT OF GOD. 
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Ephesians, II. 8. 
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."J'or, by grace are ye saved, through &ifh ; and that not of 
yourselves : it is the gift of God." - , 4 



^ » 



v^Ih. all the dispensations of Providence the pre^ 
vailmg character is mercy. H» grace is ponred 
out upon us as from a fountain of living waters. 
It gushes from the rock of our salvation^ to 
strengthen and refresh us — as it did to the thirst- 
ing Israelites^ in their arduous journey to the land 
of promise— during our progress through the 
wilderness of life to that heavenly Canaan^ where 
we shall dwell with the '* root and the offspring of 
David ;" and where the beams of " the bright and 
morning star," mentioned by the Prophet, shall 
rest upon us for ever. 

When we turn our thoughts to the mighty 
scheme of Providence, with respect to man, how 
does the subject overwhelm the pious Christian 

Q 
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irtth astdnishnieat at God's love and his owniHti- 
worthiness I The divine mercy has pr^aired fdr 
lis an everlasting abode beyond the realms of im>p- 
tality and the boundaries of time, where ''he that 
ov^rcometh shall inherit all things f where '' theafe 
shall be no more death/ but dne tminterrupted 
and eternal day, "for the gloty of God d<Hh 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof*' 
^uch a h$>Utstion has the Deity prepared for iriis, 
who have already forfe:ited all title to his fa^otir> 
but whom he^as; restored, through the merits of 
the Redeemer'-d death, to the privileges which? wte 
had lost by transgression- if 

Let us now propeed to consider the mei:^ pi 
God,.fLsitis exhibited in the words of ^ St. Pai^l^ 
First^j'f^By gua^e 4re ye saved through -ftith/' 
Here; then^ , we; i perceive how mercifuUy this^ Al-* 
mighty condescends to level his requisitipQ^flbo tbie 
moral oapaeities of fallen man. Did ho rrigidj^ 
exact firom us the full conditions : ^ legal , ^bet 
diience, all flesh :mufit perish, because c ^r£^t 
obedience is incompatible with an imperfect natuarQi 
AU law deinands a complete performance of its 
conditions. The least infiractioo! provoked tke 
penalty. If, then, we could only be justified J>y 
works of law, we should be Utterly without Jiopq 
of salvation ; because, being imperfect creatvu?e^> 
we could not by any possibility perform that which 
is perfect.. But mark the divine meroy, extended 
to us ia consequence of Christ's remedial sacrifie^; 
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** by grace are ye saved^ through faith." As the 
Almighty then has dispensed with the strict ex- 
action of perfect legal obedience, because it is 
utterly impossible for us to perform it, and con- 
descends to accept, a^ an equivalent, that *^ righte- 
ousness which is by faith,'* because we are able to 
attain to this ; there can be no question, but that 
our sin assumes a highly aggravated character, 
when, by closing our hearts against the ingressioa 
of the Holy Spirit, we neglect to encourage and 
acquire this faith, as it is absolutely slighting a 
divine indulgence. It is virtually to proclaim 
*' the blood of the everlasting covenant, wherewith 
^ve have been sanctified, an unhoty thing." It is 
practically to deny ''the Lord thrtt bought us." 

Our justification by faith, is at oncef a fiill and 
sufficient proof of God's desire that our fedettip- 
tion should be complete. It is by his grace alone 
that our feith^ — that is, a living faith, is ** imputed 
to us for righteousness:" and this is, indeed, a 
prodigious manifestation of indulgence towards the 
infirmities of eifeatures, who have w^et dotlfef one 
single act of meritorious. service. No im]pedi»i^ts 
are thrown in the way of our salvation. On tihe 
contrary, all the aids which we can require, «W 
extended to us. The Holy Spirit is constantly 
ready to assist us in our struggles against the 
opposing desires of the flesh, if we will only de- 
voutly yield our hearts to its holy impressicms. 
So that we but too justly deserve condemnation, if 

q2 
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we refuse to strive with the spirit in the work of 
conversion to God. '*Be ^Qt faithless, bu^ be-* 
lie ving." This is the sole art of becoming right^q;s, 
because we shgll nwer, seriously bf^lieii^e,;witlpM>vM^ 
doing well; Righteousness of l^fp i^ .^.iin^pafi^l^p 
from a pure and implicit belief, ^ ligb^.fi^pm^l^ 
sun. It is our faith jthat shows u^ the ne<?e^i^j^flf 
good works ; because, if we believe tb^. go^p€^,ijife 
l&ust beli^v^, that the duties which ill; enjoiui^,§r^ 
indispensiS^ble toj^alyatio^. '^ Fq? th^i gr^uoe of Uiod,, 
that bringeth salvation, hajth appeared to, $U ija^^, 
teaching us,, that, denying ungodliness andiiWfW^ 
lusts, we shouHJiw soberly, righteQ^ly^i^nd g94lf 
in this pre$en|: ?warldi.";So that w^ are Jifer^ ,tjajiAgl^ 
something! n bey wd the mere privf^tiv^i fli^|j5K»Jlf 
*' denying siiagodlin0ss and wordly iiA^rf^K^e^^we 
enjoinedffatep *the poaitive performai^c^ lof .-^ct^ijiia^ 
holiness* Wie axei "to Uve soberly, frighta9ji^5(, 
and g^dly: in iim pireWtit world :" ttotf^^rfjiyjp 
are to doigood^ aS: well as to abstai^i frfoni^^vp ;o)fep 
perform "the labours of love," as well as tp^j^Of^- 
tify our^; oorrupt and greedy affections. ; • / i /f 

Faith afid practice i are as- inaeparable as ca^i^ 
and efieet; dn fa<:t> the one is but ti}^ el^ineDta:^, 
the other the perfecting principle, ^'i^b^al^t^i 
believedy and it was cpunted jbo him for right^Q^- 
iless.'';' But to what did this belief: actuate hunt 
To; obedience to the divine oommaiids ! We ^Ji^s 
se^/^him Jeaving bis hom^, .his kindled, .awd^ fcjs 
co«iitey,Yt^i«i^nd?iPain ^1 ^r^nge land, i ;.Wq«§^ 
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him in the act of slaying a tenderly beloved son, 
"accounting that God Was able to raise him up, 
eVfifn from the dead.'^ In almost every act of his 
truly illustrioiiis liffe, he showed that his was " a 
fkith that worked by love;** and ^ch alotte can be 
djiiittfyiilg^ faith. Let uij'nsot imagine^ tiiat true 
faith is nothing ihor© than a quiescent principle of 
Abstract hc^ess, thslt Wins the grace of God, by 
the mere silent aispirations of his name. In all 
ages bf the^httfch, the faithfiil have been invari- 
ably the best Christians, practically as well as 
d^^iritually the beist Good actions have ever 
Ibniledthei distinguishing feature of their lives, 
slk^^^iatedWith purity of mind and piety of heart. 
^Look at thfef apoistles, the *'noble army of martyrs!" 
We ^find- th^ tlieir belief did* iK)t confine them to 
^tlWd tla^rn wihe cloister, but sent them'* about 
dlsh^ ' ^dbdi*^ ' afeer the examaple of their divine 
ftiaster'ttttd Satviout. Their \iv^ werci spent, so 
tb- i^jpfe^ki iti piromoting' the spiritual interest of 

Now, let ud for a moment examiwe the strength, 
the nature, and tendency of o«ir fai|;hy and see how 
fitl^ it Will' sti^pott its ptetiefn^ions to that divine 
g^ttce, 4vhichis^ consummated by such infinite re- 
Wairds* te ''the Lord hath prepared for them that 
k)ve him.*^ Only a»k your own hearts, if there be 
not mtoy articles of doctrine cleariy and indis- 
putably set forth in the gospel of Christ, which 
you rather do not deny, than sincerely believe? 
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vlith astonishniettt at God's love and his own 
worthiness I The divine mercy has pr^ared fdr 
us an everlasting abode beyond the realms of moi^ 
taUty and'the boundaries of time, where "he that 
ov^rcometh shall inherit all things f where " theM 
shall be no more death/ but dne tminterrupted 
and eternal day, "for the gloty of God d<Hh 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.** 
^uch a h$>bitstion has the Deity prepared for litB, 
who have already forfe:ited all title to his fatotlr> 
but whom he' ^as; restored, through the merits of 
the fleideemer''(j 4eath, to the privileges which' wie 
had lost by itransgression. > '^ 

Let us now proceed to consider the m«c:^y of 
God[,.fis itis exhilrited in the words ef..St» Pattlf 
First; :'f!Byguaee are ye saved through -ftith/' 
Hexe'p then^ . we; ? perceive how mercifully thje. ; AJU 
mighty condescends to' level his requisitipn^lto Jib« 
moral capacities of fallen man. Did he^ r%idjirjr 
exact from us the full conditions ; of legaV -^be-r 
dience, all flesh mufit perish, because ^rfe<}| 
obedience is incompatible with an imperfect natuar^ 
AU law deinands a complete performance of its 
conditions. The least infraction provoker tfe^ 
penalty. If, then, we could only be justified fey 
works of law, we should be Utterly without hope 
of salvation ; because, being imperfect creature^i 
we could not by any possibility perform that which 
is perfect. But mark the divine meroy, extended 
to Us in consequence of Christ's remedial sacrifie^; 
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"by grace are ye saved, through faith.'* As the 
Almighty then has dispensed with the strict ex- 
action of perfect legal obedience, because it is 
utterly impossible for us to perform it, and con- 
descends to accept, a^ an equivalent, that " righte- 
ousness which is by faith,^ because we are able to 
attain to this ; there can be no question, but that 
our sin assumes a highly aggravated character, 
when, by closing our hearts against the ingressioa 
of the Holy Spirit, we neglect to encourage and 
acquire this faith, as it is absolutely slighting a 
divine indulgence. It is virtually to proclaim 
*^ the blood of the everlasting covenant, wherewith 
We have been sanctified, an unh^fty thing." It is 
practically to deny " the Lord thait bought us." 

'Our justification by faith, is at oncef a full and 
suMcient proof of God's desire that our fedettlp- 
ti6n should be complete. It is by his grace alone 
tftat nmr faith— that is, a living faith, is ^ imputed 
tiDf us for righteousness:" and this is, indeed, a 
prodigious manifestation of indulgence towards the 
infirmities of creatures, who have wevet dotlfef one 
single act of meritorious ; service. No imjpeditiients 
atfe thrown in the way of our salvation. On tihe 
contrary, all the aids which we can require, «W 
extended to us. The Holy Spirit is constantly 
ready to assist us in our struggles against the 
opposing desires of the flesh, if we will only de- 
voutly yield our hearts to its holy impressions; 
So that we but too justly deserve condemnation, if 

q2 
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we refuse to strive with the spirit in the work of 
conversion to God. "Be ^ot faithless, but be-* 
lie ving.** This is the sole aft of becoming righte^qu^^ 
because we sh^ll never, seriously bf^Uey:e,;wit^Hijt 
doing weUi. Righteousness of l^fp i§ .^ii^pa^ji:^ 
from a pure and impjidt belief, a^ %b^.6}9p^.t;l>e 
sum It is our faith jthat sfhows u^ the nq^pe^it^yf^f 
good works; because, ii, we believe tb^. go^pi^,ij«fe 
l&ust beli^v^, that the duties which ilienjoiui^^p.^^ 
indispensiS^ble^to^alvatio^ " Fof the gri^uoe pf iJ^o^, 
that bringeth sc^yation, hath appeared to .all m^Q^ 
teaching us^ that, denying ungodliness and.w<WpWjty 
lusts, we shouldliv^ soberly, right^oi^ly^i^nd gi^lf 
in this present war W So that w^ are Jifer^ jtl^Mgl^ 
sometlwngjobeywd the mere priv,ativet fB^^,i,qf 
*' denying »agodlin0sai smd wordly iwte:f)|f^e;H«>e 
enjoinedMateo *the poaitive p$rfomai¥^^ rO^.^ct^ 
holiness- We axei "to live soberly/ rightooiwly, 
and g^dly 'm iim pirewnt world :-' tj^t (i|jrj;WB 
are to do good^ as well as to abstai^i frfOiQ:^viJi ic^ 
perform ** the labours of love/' as well as t^^o^- 
tify our-; corrupt and greedy affections. ; ! ;, , yr 

Faith afid/ practice r are asi inseparable as ca^|e 
and efieet. ilnf^t^ the one is but the eleineQtai^, 
the other the perfecting principle. ^^sAb^a^ifi^ 
believed, and it was counted to him for right^^Q^p- 
Hess.''!' But to what did this belief actuate hii^'? 
To; obedience to the diyine oommands! . We %}iv^s 
se^/zhim J^^ving: bis hom^,;his kindBed>vai|L4tfJ^s 
co«iitey,Yt^ij«rAiid?i?;iin ^i ^r^nge/j|andvi;.Wq(t§^ 
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him in the act of slaying a tenderly beloved son, 
" accounting that God Was able to raise him up, 
even from the dead.** In almost every act of his 
truly illustrious life, he showed that his was "a 
fklth that workfed by love J** and Such alohe can be 
a j liitifying faith. Let us iiot imagine tiiat true 
faith is ribthing itAofe than a quiescent principle of 
abstract holiness, that wins the grace of God, by 
the mere silent a^irations of his name. In all 
ages bf the xihttrch, the faithful have been invari- 
ably the best Christians, practically as well as 
^iLally the be^t. Good actions ^ have ever 
ibfttlBd-the distinguishing feature of their lives, 
^ik^i^iated Svith purity of mind and piety of heart. 
'Look at thfe aportles, the *'noble army of martyrs r 
We^find th^ tlieir belief did iwt confine them to 
'tt*i ifa^rn w the cloister, buft sent them "about 
dlsiW^ ■gd6d>'^ after the example of their divine 
master 'ttttd Satviout. Their liviefi were spent, so 
'tb' ypeak^y iri piromoting^ the spiritual interest of 

Now, let ud' for a moment examine the strength, 
the nature, and tendency of o«ir faithy and see how 
fitr'it will' sttpport its ptetiefn^ions to that divine 
^ce, Which is consummated by such infinite re- 
t^'a^di^ ^ ^' the Lord hath prepared for them that 
k)ve him.** Only ask your own hearts, if there be 
not many articles of doc^trine cleariy and indis- 
putably set forth in the gospel of Christ, which 
you rather do not deny, than sincerely believe ? 



230 SALVATION 

Are you tiot apt to persuade yourselves, that thW 
Almighty will in some instances do what he hate* 
positively declared he will not, and that h^ WiU^ 
in othieJrs not do what he has solemnly pledged* 
Wiia^tflftd execute? Do you not dften ta,ih^ 
asfsiiht tbthdse -spiritual duties which y<!)uMi>o6aP 
sibtially a^®emhle tO' perform, than feel conVin^bd' 
of thefr nfeeiessity ? '' Being j ustified freely by Go*^ 
gmbe, through tlie redemption that is in dhrirt;^ 
J^sttS,*' d^yott not often ^*lay the flattering iinc-^ 
tion to' ybui* souls'^ of eventual pardon> through^ 
the liietitirf of his death and sufferings ; howevet- 
deficient you may be in those graces whic&i ■ ho-' 
demands of hisi dlScr|[)le» — ^however ytou may *' h Ave 
walkdd' iihworthy of the vocation wherewith youi- 
aJtt^haSkd'^T Do you hot often partially apply tb^ 
ptcnbtnsbi bf iMvitie mercy, and the threateninga idf 
diiSne judgm«hit to the condition of your own! 
soids, drawing out of '^ broken cisterns which can 
hold no water," rather than out of tlK)se which are! 
filil and overflowing t Do you earnestly seek ia 
befieve and to apprehend those truths, which are 
the elements of Christiain perfectness ;~*-that know- 
Itedge whith alone can make you '^ wise unto salVa- 
tfon"? Do you not only pray that the *' good seed*^ 
May be sown in your hearts, but do you likewilse 
pi^pate them as '' good ground" to receive it ? Is 
ydur Mth inherent, fidl and perfect ? To disbelieve 
apart of Christ's gospel, is in effect to discredit the 
irtidler and the sure end of infidelity is death; 
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Hear the Apostle. " H^ that bdieyeth in tike Son 
of God^ hath the witn^£is in. hims^f : h^ tbatMli^-* 
lieveth not Go4> hath niade hUn a, Uo^ i;)eca;ase| he 
believeth not tho. record. I^ha^ l6k>d,g3\^9f JM^^I^piV 
And this is the. record, thftt God > has^r giyeq jtq ^ 
eternal life, and thia lifeiis in his .Son: he ^thiit 
hath the Son> hath life ; and he that, ^al^ mt^J^ 
Son of God, hathi not life*^*!; : Let m nqt; delp^fi 
ourselves with th^ ide^ that; ^ny faith i^^justiii)^ 
ing faith. It must bea^ its fr^its^ pr it wU hecpq^ei^ 
like th6 fig-tree, a barren stocl^ ; ^a^ the, ^r^^ Yf^l? 
go forth against it — f^ cut : it !doj«r^,^^why ^d*^ 
bereth; it the ground?" , . . .., r^ .; 

, When we are told that faith alono ist^n^^fisary^ 
t0 ^lalvation, we shovdd consider what ^rccpoapri^, 
hetisiye term the word faith i$, under si^..tn^ 
j^er^tural definiticm^ It con^prehends^ , npt. ; x;^^, 
thie. belief ofi all things relating to God in,hi$r7:j^ 
QQv^0Aword^ but likewise of theipeces^ityqf pfarr 
fpumingl all the practical as well as spiritual dtitifi^. 
whi^h ar0 therQ enjoined^ Faitil), i^¥^):iably a^i 
n^f^essaaily, leads to practical holiness ; and^ tjbip 
" by grace are ye saved, through faitb"?^ , ' - ^ 
Secondly-T^f'And that not; of yourselves;'- "I.canr 
do all things," says the Apostle, *' through Christ,, 
which jM:rengtheneth me;" but, withput.him, '^w^ 
can do nothing," because, /^in us, that i^, iu , our 
flesh, dwelleth no good tlung;^ for to will ispref€fut 
with us, but how to perforn^ that which is gopd,^ 
ym fiad not," This is Inrt too, foithful a .pictujfl;p| 
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mitn'si.gaiierali tendency' i to ^yiU / By natuneythe 

ie^^&taly fsmked^'J] todi:yeti;<^Mbrolighi«Ghria*;>^ 
whiQhi^f larengtlu^iiiieth . ithem/' the: £uthful ^ < io: . ihim 
tflW|«ifer, 'figj^tten jthem th© victory^? aad t^^iuto^hn. 
ed in his name. '^It >i&(God)thaibiwoi!kQthinftii$i 
bqth Ito rwiMiand. to •do; of his. j good pledsui'B:'* 
diAtiis^i ha >: suggests good tboii^hta andttboi}; te^^ 
a^ij^ions^^whieh would inever anise within fus^bnft) 
fi»r jth(^ , ii^fwmtj^^ik of « Jbis . spirituid §gencyi I ( n Wier 
nstayy^ndbedbf reji9ct>tbtoe qiei:tifiil interpoJntians r oV) 
Ws! gflracQ«^--rwe ! 'may stil the voice . that isiiggestsrj 
ta. usi the' |*actice of ' good i^r^^^^^'X^Biy- ci^tlfihtiaUf 
ii^catememts. id faolinessi ^under tbo^e-pi^Oimimfhi^ 
aSh^tiimiimiAdk SQicifl^en) maik^ our souls igmvititeiu 
£VNt wi^e^tto tfaeAve^ eentrelof viciousiattra^tiMMi^rtnJ 
awdfthen thofdwis »of evilr ^lA;h-wbrpeijfoifw jwillr> 
h^i'jall 1 (Wiii <0wn t^-^hat we are not^^ .there^u, p^l 
ilftfer [ tihatt th^ > goqd also iwhioh : w^ do^^ otogi»ateJt| 
with .(Ouaf$ek'^4 ^ F<^i where « w«^ [listen . toi jthita$([{ 
sm^e4 jwtwIapQtg ! oft I th^ divine monitdr^ withinf [ns^I 
whiehl are, iSo.jfully. calculated f^ t<y lead, u&)intO)0H(f 
tr,ujtb/'; t^ndi fi^me sOm- ? conduct i Upon ^theiir ineMfefri 
m^nts-rr^* oiii:s is not! jth^; pr^aifee, but tbt- Lbitd'^f! j 
Qijiir v€iryiiftith,.w« mustse^k from Hiraii'ff'ivithbut) 
wftom^jnothipg is strongj^. nothing is iholy.;v-]i£oh^i 
*l^p/t^Qt QW U[nbeliei",wie shall never bfe able of r 
OjifjgeJ^^s .^o fierce fcfeufougb. the dense obstructions^ 
c| J iiift^^litjjctp. .the : lighjti oii truth* . . But; this hn^lp^ ! 
M^»^#r,^>^i»^, !^lMLBe ,wef;l(mg^ SpkitAal;; 
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knowledge. If we come humbly and earnestly to 
God to se^k instra^idny ' we shall never • fail to 
receive it : It'is only thte ; dispdritiott to (think and 
act devdiitiy, thlat Wfe have to^ i ft^m k* <Mrselves {' 
and the g^itace of Gk^d' will sattidtify sujish a dispwri*- 
tioni with the spirit oPhdliness. r n i, . i ni 1^ 

Tc^-haVe ^he power of doittgi both good ifatf 
evfl at our own* pteasiite^y would be tfy su^pose^tti^ 
utter incompatibility in- natuire. BeakMsej^a^^^ 
and' inherent powej^ ' of doing igood/ lindep^delit of^ 
divine influence/ Mrould |n*eekide^ tHe-ij^odklipo^^' 
biKty of doing evil. Gcfod' and evirate prittd:pleiil 
pierfeetiy independent of each other* They'^awnot 
of ( themselves < isubsist > in ixnioni ^ Wh^re '■ the (Aie 
abidesyientire and self-actuating^ <ihe^«tfaer> cfki' 
have ' no' existence* As^ there neither i^> nor^ can feeg • 
atiy/evil in Qod> sO is' there riot; neither caft thire? « 
bei a»y^ ^ gddd • in Jgatanv A solr ^and^ ^ inhi^rent' 
powegpi of ' doing gdod, is the' eharactert 4ftily '^i 
perfddtioh ; and perfection bel(cm||^s akm^ ^to^ ^De^/' 
If then I we obviously do ^vil thi^gh the macbii 
nieitiorisi of ' the DeVil, which 1 irndgihe no believdif^ 
in >his Bible will d^nyy it must be evidfeil t 'tihat' Wd * 
caa only do good through! ' thb assisting^ graco ^' 
Godi^ Such is out natural tend^ridy to iH/ 
inn iconsequence^ of Adam's transgtessibii/ that; iil^ 
the W(M*ds of the tenth article of our holy rdt-' 
gion; • ^ man cannot turn and prepare hiinsilf^ 
by - Ins own natural' strength^ and'- -gobd Wcirkisf ^ te^ ' 
faitk <mid ealling" upofti #9d* ivh««i^(»^/^W€i hal^^ 
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no power to do good works, pleasant and accepln 
able to God> without the grace of God by Christ 
j^reventing us> that we may have a good wiU^ and 
working with us wh^ot we have that good will.'* ;/ 
• Leb ud nQt> however^ imagine that the. pfrevaiUh 
ipg and assisting grace of God is aa exej^sivb' 
pTvnhge. We may resist and stifle it. Wo nmst: 
dnooura^e and strive mth it, ox faith will •Bevw! 
take possession of our hearts. ' rit is a eonsoldtiMry. 
doctrine, that the Almighty off^s us his inward' 
assistances^ without which we never could attain; 
to justification by faith; but it is, on ih^ other^ 
hand,.a dang^pousi delusion, to imagine that his; 
influetice is irresistible, and that he will necessarily/ 
impel every ^nner, to whom he imparts his tada^ 
to! perseveire, in spite of himself> in accejitahle^ 
S0f vices to God. The Saviour's wcffning^to-wit^ 
ili, addressed to all, righteous and unr%htedus,.}usti 
arid unjust. However successfully we may^.faave: 
resisted temptation^ we should remember that tbe 
least relaxation may betray us. If security hlirld) 
us^ our danger *will increase; and the best. Ghrisf 
tian who neglects to watch, will fall into the snafti 
<>f his adversary. Confidence betrayed St; Pet^ 
into guilt, and his earnest repentance only could 
have saved him from that punishment, whSch 
apostacy from Christ shall meet with in a future 
world. ^^ Watch and pray, therefore, lest ye enter; 
into temptation." ,:: 

Let us here again apply to our own heajrsts, and 
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ask them what they suggest to us, with respect to 
our own insufficiency. Are we not' apt to attribiitb 
the good we do, exclusively to bur- own piety ?; 
Are we not disposed to consider our feithas^' the 
effect of our own scrupulous attention to the dulSes 
of religion, without any reference to that aissbting' 
grace which the supreme love of God supplies? 
Do we not incline to attach to our sober and 
seemly living, a merit which can belong to liio' 
human action, and to impute it rather to our owii 
inherent righteousness, than^rto God's manifold and 
great mercies"? Are we sufficiently conscious of 
that humility which represents to us our own un-^ 
worthiness, and causes us to feel that all dtir 
spiritual superiority over our fellow sinners, arises 
frbm the peculiar grace which the Deity has vouch- 
safed to us? Are we folly sensdble that '* not' by 
works of righteousness which we have done, but' 
according to his mercy, he saved us by the wash* 
ing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost"? Self-righteousness is ever a proof of 
defective faith* It was the peculiar vice of the 
Pharisees, which so frequently drew down upon 
them the severe reprehensions of our blessed 
Saviour. If we have a just sense of God's mercies 
and our own unworthiness, we shall live folly per^ 
suaded that in Him we not only *' live, and move, 
and have our being," but that also *' by grace, we 
are saved through faith, and that not of ourselvesy^ 
for, thirdly—^' it is the gift of God." 
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If^ftilvati^'wet^'lntitth* ^pMalgiSt ttf ' Him, 
^ frcrni' Whbtt^ ^11 ilSftigB' ^o coto^,'* there weuldf 'be 
tib tk^ircy ' in the adts * <yp M^ proviaetice. Ju»ti<*e 
^t^mild iteithe bnly attrtfottte oF^ the i divine notiusp 
exhibit to u^j :^Biit this* doctfineis iittet^yoat 
iiitolatice' with' our faith, becatise ] the • Scriptures 
-tkidiL^ i3», tJiat, having broken' th^ first C0v4nant>tt)r 
tt^sgtessibt); that Hght' of inheritanoe Tr^elii'yms 
'Hfc«(^Ured'to •]«i^ under the condatioiiof obed^tiee, 
'\tp6n his tai*eaclt of the condition, lap^ied fDomrUm, 
arid'thfe ^nalty of eternal death was imaxxciM. 
©od, however, took upon himself to pay the penaltjr 
nkd i^edeieni u^'^onv the ^^ eurse 4)if the ^1^^ bys^ 
miteiie a cUrS^ foif us;^ condesci^ndedtoifehter^iirto 
i'fresh'etttewintito^e^ept'our in^perfeo^ 
^iifttlini*' iis'jus^ific Atibn by faith, and ^ofS^g ftb ^&s 
^lidVatit^ al^ his free gift j provided Weij^ould 4isp(aK 
»iut Hfeart^ to l^ceive th6 impri^ss oif iki^'hblyiqfiirii, 
te'sHch a nianVier as to ptodueb in* W'a dite ^meth 
•itee, or> in the- tertti^ of the Apo^le, "^ a full<Med- 
rknee of faith.- So that h6re vrte at^ie s^imost 
^<!i(yrMtimmate dispidy^iif love and^ ftiercjrf itv^hilst at 
the Si^e tittil^, th^^ditine juirtide^as peirfeetly niaiiir 
fained: -^ The ^evmtd* '6f righteomnfess mpgt mom, 
therefore^' accrue to thdsi^i upoiv v^hoto thfe? ILttrd 
shall hereafter see fit to bestow them, *^fiot<rf/ debt, 
but of grdtee.'' - Ji/-. 

^ it is'^Hii^ Tiiamfestation'Of his nien^y that ifur- 
nfeHea to US' suoh al)Uhdant> sueh powerful tnbt^i^es 
^' to love him>1i<moilrhim> and obey him.*^ ' lidw- 
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ever we contemplate the diftpejjsatiQjai^ pf . Jbis ipro- 
vidence, his love is preTeiiun^% iCipniSipi^ 
^^he BO loved the worl4ji th^t h,^ g^ve : )ii^ >oi^ ][)§- 
gotten Son> tba4i twhosoever belieteth iitihiiDd a^boit^ 
Bot perish, but have- everlasting life." r WJb/0>3etesr 
^e tmee^thei operations o£ hia goodness we » behold 
the visitations of hii$ meric}^ ;: for ^'ua hatb her qiuic^ 
enedwho were dead In trtopasse$) aod^ .sii^s^ tib^t^ 
being justified b jr his gi:Bc^ Sue * sJbiQi^ld i l]|e > m^^^ 
heirs accordingi to'the hopei Gjf tet^Uftl .Ji^* 
Whenever we calLUpOn him, he istjjieady 1#{lifete|i 
td. our etppeal, for ^^wheroi two or ,thY(^e\,fffj^ 
gathered together in his naine, there isi h^* juiit;]^ 
niidst 6t theni." Every temporal ^good . is, (as, IJJ^f^ 
wise fe^el^yt eternal blessing, will ib^> !bw/gift(( mi4> 
SB . bis ^ft,' the .er^)Oyment of i it l^'ill }^e ifar , high^B, 
axn^n^ ! )li)eatified b<it dependent, < dr^aturos^i tl^^.^ 
if; ^leyi ijlheitited itn j^s a 'ifight; beeau^^riti W/U 
associate all ^hoee filings of gratitude, jJqT^ja^ 
honoiteii which' lare so <alcul^tedf to? eviha^ce.t^ 
iservice of. the. creature^ towards his Cto^o^j ^MviitJp 
trendet ^he ^ie of heavenly affection, v^oi^^i i^jjf^jji^^ 

«ad.exfiaride4. Jt bf2iongfii^.th^!jdigoHy)rWd ««- 
premacy. of jGod's flharatoteir! tg^givejiit afc<;PB^ 
with the impc<rfe<^tion and dependence. of ,pi^'s^^f;p 
rec^iveb • What have we that .we did* BQt ■tf^^jo^.i 
" every good and every perfect gift is iTfpiin ^If^Qfif^ 
and cotneth down f mm r thf^. tFfttheFf rof lights H by 
which, the Apostle means to toll u^ that^eve^y^hiAg 

wb^ieby ,our facmlties. m^,\s^mng>^hm^>:9i» ^^ 
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positiom Itmended^ and' our affections ^ {mrifi#d^-^ 
short, that everything vAmh promotes '^ur sartt4^ 
i&on, proceeds from God. AU tlmt isr'good M ili 
is fai^ gift; €^nd it is our we or abuito of thii^ gi% 
whicfa' shall detemUBe our conditi^i in^if^e ii^ 
erexlaiEdng*: Salvation can belong to none ^ tu^^ 
becauise die disobedience of Adam in Paradis^y "iv^ii 
ukr^s ike representative of the whole hiimati rttee^ 
voided the titles and left usutterly dependent ^tipoli 
God^s farrour. He is^the only author as weU k» ihe 
giver of all good ; and, therefore, I repeat ii, iall 
that vre do enjoy here, and all that we shdll enj^y 
hereafter, are, and will be the : benefactions ofhili 
bounty. ■'"•'■■ ^" 0^^-*^^ 

' Thus have we completed our view of itid^ieMJ 
httvitag* considered it wholly tod i^pBi*at6ly-^^^%y 
grace ar^ je saved, thotigh faith; ^ind iMtMni^^ 
^v^ursfeives : it is the gift of God.* • ' • ' ijjt: ::;o 

' In corielusion — -from our state of Mentii^e depeft^ 
dence ; upon the divine mercy, we cAti haVe *6^ 
hopes of obtaining this mercy, but bj^ sO'pCTfok»ttf-> 
ing our duties, *^ in that state of life untbtrhidhiit 
htti pleai^^ God to call us^^ as shall approadh 
nearest to the stattd^d of Christian perfection-, 
which the gospel of Christ has so distinctly marked! 
out as our guide, " in running the race thdt is iaet' 
before us." If it be only through the divine gi*aee' 
that 'we can pass from the trials of this world to the« 
glories of a better, who shall deny, that it should* 
be our first and ccmstant aim to secure this graoe, 
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J^ gioing whei^ we toay re^ iti and bjr bsing 
those means, to the proiper exfercise of ^hich it 
i$ not only promised, but' invariably accorded 
Faith must supply the pillars of thiat spirifciial edit 
fice, which religion shall erect in our hedirts^ else 
it. will be like a house upon the sand; thebla^^tyf 
infidelity will assail and finally ovei-tum it^ and 
"great will be the fall thereof/' because it will 
involve eternity in its consequences. > 

Let us be well assured how, arid to what extent^ 
we believe. If we are satisfied that! our mind^ 
have not yet arrived at conviction, upon points oh 
which the gospel appeals to our belief, let m emr 
nestly come to God, beseeching him, that we may 
be filled 'fwith the knowledge of his wdllj iu! all 
wi3dom and spiritual understanding!. " f^ Leit ud 
eom^ boldly unto the throne of grace, that we njiay 
obtain mercy, and find grace tq help in tkoe.^ 
need." ^ het us not trifle with our »qu1^ by .flalrfier- 
ing them with the fond persua$ion> that s^xiiply.t^ 
confess Christu, is to have faith im hi^a., Th^ grea^p^ft 
infidel may do this, and still deny him. {f ^ve.^n^ 
to the worship of him who ^* endured su(?h,contrpr 
diction of sinners against hupaself," without a fulL 
perfect^ and sufficient faitdi, we have no night tP 
expect that our offering should be accepted ; ffnfs 
he who demands our whole "trust and confidence/; 
is slighted and dishonoured by r,e^eivingi it onlyi jufc 
part. Search the. Scriptures. Let your faith. ip 
them be;iundivided4 Remember the words, qf 
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Abraham to the rich man in torments, referring to 
his five unbelieving brethren — " If they believe not 
Moses and the Prophets, neither would they be 
persuaded, though one rose from the dead/* So 
desperate is infidelity ! " Wherefore, brethren, lay 
you aside all fiilthiness and superfluity of naughti- 
ness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, 
which is able to save your souls." 



i 
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SERMON XVI. 



ON APPROACHING GOD IN THE SACRAMENT. 



Psalms, lxv, 4. 

"Blessed is the man whom thou choosest and causest to 
approach unto thee." 



Every man is, indeed/hiessed in this world in pro- 
portion as his hopes are confirmed of being blessed 
in the next ; and these hopes are, more or les8, 
excited according as religion establishes her influ- 
ence upon the heart. It is to religion that the 
Christian owes all the pure enjoyments of this life, 
because religion only can give him assurance of 
bliss beyond the grave : and where there is no such 
expectation, there can be no happiness ; for all 
wickedness either relative or positive, ''is as a 
two-edged sword, the wounds whereof cannot be 
healed," unless the remedy be promptly and per- 
severingly applied. 

Experience wiU show us that, even in this world, 
we must prepare ourselves for its pleasures before 
we can enjoy them ; that is, we must take care ta 

a 
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rbtm^e all 4mpedithente td such injoymeiAf, oi*>^* 
shall fail in securing the pleasures. If the glutitoii^ 
for instance^ were continually to gorge hio^^ 
Mk« the po<^ pi^igal in the parable^ ^ \xpbw diie 
hufi^ ^hieh the swine did eat/' he Could harVBino 
relis^>' whilslt bo gorged, f6t the' most' tefai^tiiip 
di^licaicies that might be set before him« ' Wherd 
ikie i^nsualist aillows his appetites to be palled iby 
elcbeBs^ the culpabilities of enjoyment xekx, until -at 
lengthy ^ barren appetency albne remains^ wheh the 
powier of gratifying those appetites haa subsi^^^ \' * 

It is precisely thus with religicm. JivfrQ^^imk 
p^epat« <mrsdives for its pleasures, we shall !ce]>^ 
tainly miss them — and that it does furiiish pleasuFfs 
6f ^t^itno^irdltied and < axaltedr liegoripiioiH tftrii^ 
can abundantly t^tify, who haveixiadeits-'^lsee^p^ 
the^^nlle ^f thieir Mfv«';^f,^wifflsfc?weeidilvateHts^ 
ii)eipir^sii0bs> tiv64ndulgein all our gross antaiaft^il^dk 
itadoiisy^e i^idl ne^rbe in aiiconditidn to r^eceaie 
tfadiie ili^tpitesistetid; the ^^iaw in ^ur flei& '^ iwiUtfatti^ 
i^ntly • war witibt- and ^ overcome? ^'f th^ t>hiw4ff'<nm 
minfds>' and britig m into captivity ' t€i < ihe^ lli¥r m6 
^J* Whepe ttier^ ave (two interests dragging ^ui^ 
difi^ent'Wi^it i^ evident -that we canrioi^resaj^ 
oui'selveil ela^laiiVdy ta beth* To wfaic^seva^ovit^ 
^ii^siitidn$ h^ine^ if we obey their impuli^s^tliciise^, 
we shall fix our thoughts, and, giving dp ootm 
selVfestd^th^olM^/43ntii4ely resign the others ^JKj^re^ 
der^ Ood^- we' ^cahncd^ serve Manmion ; and 6oii« 
Wrs€^i 41*^^6^ ^erve Mammon, we oannot 8dn# 



God/ We ixi^y> however^) ""/maki^^ouyfiQltie^^riQiiidft 
of tibe '• maimnon - of .unrighteousQ^ss/'. inasmoctti^iH 
we may make our interests in this world -sub^wi 
vient to otir interests in the (aext» by applying ^ili 
riches to :feed. the hungry and clothe tfa^ nab^fl 
owr influence to ameliorate the condiUo^ dS ^tlM^ 
bereaved^ and to raise up them that ar($ieasftdo«jir9}; 
our talents to instruct the .ignoranti. aiid^!^% tJbf^ 
sobeirHmnded ;-^in suni^ we may appVf jal)( i^^^ig^ 
of a beneficent Providenpb to 4;he adY^mp^3pii#|v|/^ 
His glory and our own salvation; »Qktili4t> ^hc^^ 
fore> liot to be ^^ slothful in busuies9/-«^bajt.Jdi]f(;he 
business' of doing good^-^is still a du^y i|ic]i^]p]|§^ 
upon us all; because it is act act of ^^vieoftowi^dli 
(^od, so &r as it is a comphaace wiith iik^ KKmuaouand 
to do good to man. '' ' ~ . i: .; ' a-* 

In reference to Vrhat has been before saidj with 
refepedt to preparing ourselves' forirrspiritual'^njcjy.r^ 
ments^ ad we-^ee that f we can Fender oursetreft 
totally unaUb to M^iah even the gross pleasures of 
sense, by depraving ouranimial aj^tites, why mfif. 
we not equally render ourselves unable toipartake i]^ 
die pvfe eo^oymeirts of^beaven^^by debasing our. 
spiritual^desir^ •?< ; It may^ be, that^ in a &^re. woiid^ 
die sensual man could have^ho felish but for :pleft!^ 
sures similar in kind to thqse whicit^he haa iquiited 
here. - Now^ as no such pleasures «e:idst Ja eternityj^ 
h& cannot by any ^possibility 6i\|oy them. He^, 
must, therefore, be ndsaraUe; because^ the absence 
of enjoyment akme i» poaitbsB misery, withouiiaii^ 

r2 
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isj^^tiii patiir^fBpd fair ania^gy, t^^t agj ,vct feft^^? 
Otti:3^yesiiUiqapah|e of enjoyment here? ^y pqiTRejr^ 
11^ (puj: Pfttui^ appetites, so m^y.w^ T^^^€{if,JlM9 
bUsa^pJet^mty incompj^tible with tbe disposition 
o^^m^ by depraving those disppsitiopB^^^ 

jt]^uffP]^jMQjSr;t^^ s^^^ as .cawpt be^ acppix^iQpf 
dfttfidiftQ tb,^Jtfe,^ture. ; ,; .:,,,:,,. 

....■Jf^^fft cm^,^i;jmya^xnt;. wt of manyj^iii fevpur^^ 
j^.cfwpptflftt.attentipa to the state ,of o^ur soi^^ ^ 
tlofifi liff^^l^(^]t}tJll^r condition here imistactp^^ 
d!^9j^^ tj^ei^r.fiouditioni hpreafter-^therefpret,^ jQ 
I^(^d,,^^^,We^d is the maa who^ thou, pheip?^ 
3}^9ausest:t9 approach unto thee^",. . ..,..,, 
,. Xpt »us,prpc^d to cpni^der these worcls. Thej 
cpptfon pne positive proposition, but a ji^gpijff,^ 
i^J^ewbe tp be inferred firoxn the positiy^j^satha^ 
1 pi;Qpose to vjiew Jshe subject as follov^ >— Ask^thi^ 
m^ is , blessed ^hom the Lord chooses and,paift|(^ 
^o ^PI)^oach uqito him,, so is the man wr^ljc^^d 
wixoax ; the Lord does : not choose nijr cau^se r jtp 
wproach unto him. . . i f, ,.. 

I^et us see how these facts respectivejly j^j^Jj ifr 
pur participation with Christ Jesus in that soleo^ 
memprial of hk death, jso mercifully establi^iiie^ 
1;Ky. -j^m as a sanctilying instrument of hi^ grf^cfiu 
!^pr " whpso eateth my fledi and drinketh jx^ 
^904/ 39^th tiie Saviour, "hath eternal life^^a^^ 
J.,wijl raise lum up at the last day." i say at P^f^ 
t|iei^ that the Lord chooses ajsd causes to. app]^Of^:i^ 
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lintd Hiih, all such a^ seek to Ibe cfaoisein/)^ 
such as are an^dotiis'to appi-oachttim. 'A detbtft 
desire on our parts will always mi^et^h a'ctnrr^ 
spondirig encouragement on His t for '^'^theife is jby 
in Hea>^en over one and every sintief that'^'xe*- 
p^nteth.* We cannot say, that we afe 'without 
incitements to holiness, even the inoet de^rfiVed 
among us ; or that we have not tciMvM ttle-inost 
sigTial discouragement^ from' follbwirig^tiie^s^duc* 
tioris of sin, in preference to ctiltiva'ffi^ the drWne 
fevour, by "walking in the law of the Lord/** We 
h^ust be sensible, too, that if the Saviour h^ pti^ 
mised nothing kss tha;n eternal Ufe to fhem'*tUat 
partake worthily of his communion, they who ileg- 
lect it will be despised, in prdpo'rtion as they aire 
honouried who receive it ; because, where the re- 
ward promised is so immeasurably above the value 
of the performance td which it is promised, to neg- 
lect any one of the conditions upon which such $ 
rieward is held out to us, especially when they are 
all so easily practicable, 16, in effect, to despise, 
and therefore virtually to reject the reward itself. 
If, moreover, the same reward could be procured 
oln other terms, then the condition of coming to 
Christ's holy communion must be, not only a 
supernumerary, but also a useless one. It is; there* 
fore, evident, that if the Christian has an equal 
chance of Heaven^ by uniformly neglecting the 
sacrament of the Lord's Supper, then, this is no 
more than a mere external rite ; and there can be^ 
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isbiiiequehtly^ no positive pbfigation to obs^v^ % 
becaic&e^ under Isuch an assumpl^H^ there eotild be 
nb spiritual advantage in doing so. How stieh a 
supposition squares ^th the universal wisdota and 
niercy of 6od^ I leave tb the consideration 6t the 
^ost indifferent Christian. - ■ » 

y - ^hi'sdacf ament never would hiave been appmhtdd 
f6r'bu]i^' observance, had it not been a mo$t efficar- 
dbbs means of salvation. Itis efficacy in i^cuiin^ 
thbl^e advantiages to the sincere comtaiinican€, 
Wa38 stifficiclhfly' testifiefd by Him who ordfeinecl- it, 
#h^ He prodaimed himsfelf to be ^'the bread of 
ftfii* in ph)phertic allusion tdiWs d^ath, iatnd toi the 
memorial of that, death of whidi h^ then projected 
the appointment ^ I a«i theiUviiig J^ftd,** says 
he, ^fiirhich came down frota Hwven: if Miy man 
eat of this bread, !he shall live for ev^; and tbe 
bread that I will give; is my flesh, which I will 
give for the life of the world* > He that eateth this 
bread shall live for ever." After this assurance, 
we .shall sufficiently perceive the truth, of the 
Fsalmist's declaration in the text, / . 

As, then, the advantages resulting from sacra- 
inental communion are of such infinite concern to 
us all;.it is clear that we cannot do tod much to 
secure thetn. The. more frequently, therefore, we 
£ome to God's altar to seek them, if we come wil* 
finely and righteously, the more certain shall ifife 
be to obtain them; for we are to recollect, that 
it is- for a ** contitmance in well-doing,'* that the 



ppmxftuniw. We att kuQWjv that^ .b€if<«e m s^9W 
jtQ Uju^.iliOrd's. Suppeor; it is necesy^ary .tii^t .wt 
jjl^pliJd.be.pFeparied "truly and eaifne?tJ|y to xefpjDkt 
of our sins^ to be in love and ^liarityitwitlv.ouir 
ii^gliibo.urs^.to lead anew HferfoUjpwijQg.theri^m**- 
jiu^T^nV^uts oiX^aod, and watking };iexxce£^.rt|;iin.j(i^ 
Jwdj/Ways." This b the firai;ne of-^ipiod tp, wJtu^Ji 
%}^ deyouix^mmuimanteaideayQu^ 
s^lf, before he '.'presume to -eat of thdittbsfiad ,aud 
drink of that cupu"* In, order to obtaiin thl&,.^|4~ 
tfif^ disposition^ and at the same time tpa^pertw 
'if he really has obtained it^he^ must njsttwjaljiy r^ 
sort to self-ex^^dination^ This self^inq^msition K^ill 
)ay open to him the state of .his heart, «axd.:shoi¥ 
him how far he has kept futh with hiB Saviour> in 
ne^izing those professions of service. which). h^ 9f> 
^plemnly makes in his daily prayer 6«. Now, the 
more frequently we communicate, , the more fre- 
quently this internal scruti^y is made. . Befoi^ 
the impressions which a former, scrutiny jbas &md 
within us can fade, they are jrevived by a sub- 
sequent one; and tibius the state of the inward man 
is eontinuaUy laid open to us. We are kept con* 
stantly upon our guard against the assaults of sin, 
by perceiving where they have appcoached us 1^ 
£ore, hpw they have gained the ascendancy over yiB, 
and what have been their pernicious effects upon 
m* .We alarm* the . conscience and awakeif .^ts 



"vi^&liiocbvn Wlieilr;(ife fiahni^ )ca]inuttBdfitf ^/ jne^ 
iMiMBy orefledttOiafe tfak aniflraalM^eponted^Wy; 
aii^ expiflltoi iby renewed exertidns ^efukai&i^EBsy. 
l^dbie *ipe'Jcan; temeto Gkris<(%! alUr^ wfaiidhr^iira^ 
daiKirdotapprtmdi la^ heart hai faunfakid' 

itai«t£>at tJw. sacred shrme (tf c»i^ti^ \ i W^^^tbiir 
iflitakitthe.liahitidf notii^ cur lapate^ and of -ebeclBtf 
ingbiMiv.' eiM! tendeiloies% Th&'ii^ii^ raeqniyel^oil 
vigiinnirtrt furwdtefak^ orer He eternal ifinteveSts. 
Tlte ideAnrmity- €i sm i gradufdly i gf aWv iipdiiK» 
hidedds deaKtjf^ > befine w^ whilst- the -^^beibfttjrrttfi 
hQbiieisi8i''ifin£flly ieaq>ands, in aU the fa]]btire.nof//iU' 
{kdfeptioni'abdj -fixes mt dnee our admiratiob janA 
Qilr l99e«' i ' Breqtient. commnnion; thctrefojpi^ leada: 
tH/r]|^iibecNisness and hoUnelb of hie. ^ -^ ^ * > i>< : . 
lo^'rlf ^usy man be in €hRst, he is a new ctooturei^ 
old things are part ' away ; behdd all things ' aie 
hecome new.'' But how can any man he in €hrisV 
who holds no oommimion with Ifim^wh^w Heiir 
sa especially present to receive and to smictiiyi 
That very .knowledge of ourselves, ^^cli^aiifrd^ 
qoent participation in the Lord's Suppni faasiireaii^ 
is a sufficient argumoit in its fieivouv/heoaeQseJiliffil 
better we are informed with respect to o«dr,ilifi^ 
mities, the more easily can we providb agimst. 
tlnun influaice; the more perfectly we are.aQti 
tjeainted • with our own heartland the more. w«'> 
hafaibiate ourselves to examine its iailiiig:^ tfaa^ 
better aUe diall we be to repwr those* bieakiieetiii 
itA^dibditBiii Jhu effected, ^and ^ to :ti]^m -^^lyn Ae, 



aiAribitiige^^wfaibkaoeroiB taftfa0:€faii9fiaii|fflBf^^ 
m^e> cbiitoe oCifabxprdbakkm^for 4 llMmwoMii 
bf xiiMihiilf GdHiiDg' toi the Altar fof liigcRedeeiiit9{i 

aokiio^^dgiiigiifaisr seilse:' of ^-tlke * ^raii? teektof)* 
mlniifissted in thei i ittonement iwhichi itUa^il)kistt^ 
Redeemer mivdeilbr^^h^ sin^ iof^tlie^lioie wodd^^nt 
>?.From'ih6 views wfaidtwe \txf&4hn8iinf^ tdoca^ 
imttibff evident Iha^^theiman is/i)]k6BS^'/frvcftobi itli3 
Lord; choosies okidi cfaaises. to apptoac^ iteto ^HifiiDLBt 
No\r> asfi>JiAye aUtedy rtateo^ tfa6riiLoiid''<2^ooifai[' 

aU ifiudi f to loottie unto - Himi who' arei:^esinni^^ibttd{ 
ailKiobsbjividndeavoiiP'ito iky<in>w 'H^ 

under whose divine: infloenoel ^Oiare^^fiiidedr^'aB:! 
tiiei good I that war do^ tedSMs^' tbd pio(iisvwiBhik£r of 
our heartsy and fonirards pur trigfateousnendeai^daik; 
to becdme aco^aUe'to iGod-;' Tbe very anmetj^ 
liieff^cey to do hiis i^l^isan; earnest tha^'WelheJiis^ 
^^ obteined metcy aod found' grace to hdp in tinier 
o£'«iiieed;'')('lWe^ shotdd,; conseijq^iiehitlyv^ineveF stsBH 
anyfiinpulsail^iat actuates us to a corieotioiipf evil . 
hatiits/fand icqnseqileatiy td & general amendm^it. 
off ilife, -because tins very impulse shows that God" 
isstBil:with<us>>and that He will eause>ti8 to api 
pioaeh unto Himy however baeklward we may havi^ 
been in' making our advance8> if «we will;QtBly.di9f- 
-poise ourselves to follow the merciftil . fiuggestiokiBi 
ofthisiiic^ Spirit. .Whenever we! apiproadb ^Gbd^ 
i and >devoutlyi. with aiii ^eanolest .ddsit^'to 



Msiaim better Mtfwledgte \>f Mmriil^'ii U^iti^ 

^ pious: puirposei hy, h^lpiag Hi ftwwiyrd>J# Jjfep ^fMRr 
(^teiipfiiiihm^ttt. 'Thus it i$ tbat tibct iQaiiiw]ftpj^§e)^ 
Mam i^acBedB% 4a blessed, .becflyui|sc^' ket toay./i^l 
assolred of Mis fiv^our; aiid;tl!iefa¥ouariof^)Um)|^i^ 
fibdiimiffitiJbe an un&aUog murde ofocoiai^iQ^ 
iEeraiJaBuit)il3t^aaMeaniertio£ everlasting hofi^w^ii 
imieMt&r^]l*ii{ . /■ -/i • '■■ -. v'i f r vf^^-- •:• >-r-.j ji, >>;>[ ,,; 
*»ilt^ ocrvr tpie .that ^me sfaonld ccmsideiir} thefi^^ 
gMitS" jmfeorento £rom thei iext-^namdj, fthatr <(^ 
inan'isiwretbhedhNiitHntdliie Lwd; do€ta not'cbooi? 
nofiMwe fto2app(roachimtoiHinu5 htNuM to ieyi()«wt 
tdiaftLrwbolieUeye tbe^scnd td ha^reani eaBstenlSQil^ 
^Mdv tke^iraye^^hat/asiiBsribeesi i^eadfjfrobserT^ 
thenir bani ber(/D0, < true bapptnes^/in r 1^ bod^^ubi 
time, wh^e there is no prospeet of J^piu^^ps lot 
the .soul in etenlity.. Happgr^ ^iterelor^ i$/1^he 
^diatl hatfaithe God of Ja<;ob ferbis ibelp^^wbo^ 
hope is initke Lord bis -GodJ!' But*, :^^wb^n»j^ 
iwieked: man dieth^-his expeotation ahallap^^i^b'; 
and the hope of ^ unjusuk: men- peidah^«T.v Wl^^ f^ 
man is once foraakeni by his Maker, his, co^djiti^ 
must, under uny drcumstances^ be ^ : de^p0rat;f 
<me ; and? this; abandonment by the Alm^bjt^ M 
^unely ;but a natural, and certainly a ju3tcoi^^ 
quence:of our utterly forsaking HimK " Gpd h^ 
irf^ ealkid us to uncleanness, but unto holin^pi^j;!' 
md where we despise the call, and perversely ^jj^^ 
^omml^; tQ.f;tibe< injunetion wluch accompai^a,,^ 



ite' bwt ilec^essafily ^ tiseasure lip : fotta cFUvsdlnte 
vilHEith/ against the day a£ i^vlmth and c^vektbn; cif 
the righteous jtidgtnent ofGod,^ who:'witt i^nddt 
td every man accordkig to his ^worksi^' .< Suxiefcp 
then^ while any person is conseions that) such iiniU; 
1(^ 4ihe tdtitnate consequence of his da&ctidnfDQm 
tlii^< dirties of this* probationary statey hownoaibilki 
be' otherwise ^an (wretched^ so.longiasJietcQiitinufii 
in his delinquency ? His heart may, indeed/ idaiHai 
with •maoaentary joy^ whilst the fugitive fixdite- 
inefnt of pleasure is in full ^operation) apoiriiita 
neyertheless^'that stem arbiter within»him>fl rouiad 
and infleidble conscieiiLee^ will^ some time '])sr0th0ri 
brand upon his iheairt the dreaded )veddidb/otfith^ 
last judgment, and startle .him frpmvthe.feye«ik 
sleep of spdHtual death to the waldngi realities df 
his condition. > *' « i u 

' Wherevetf a dispositioh- is felt to evade th&per^ 
Ibirmanee "of any chity* which> Gbd requires, of u^ 
we 'may def^cihd upon it that we have but too Just 
ctiie^ to <sui^ot the integrity of our hearts : and 
I 'thh^ we tiday reasonably assume, thai he who 
feels no^ 'repugnance at withholding his dues front 
God, would be little solicitous to render his dues 
to man. We have, in truth, often a most trea> 
cherous enemy within our own bosoms, and wfaefre 
we feel an impulse to oppose the ordinances of 
Heaven, we may be assured that it is one of tikm 
surest warnings we can have to strive to subdm 
tiie impulse, and ^'resist, stedfast in thefailikf ISb 



tbt^^wU^ «itt^ 'fe^HA^ ffiitter "xS^ witli ^f^'^)^ 

€tei&^ Mr iM» Ahiif y otily becaute ifv« db ^ ^i^ cbti^ 
frttoi^urklvieis >orthy to meet Him there at^ tfttie 
{irilientVtddioiLgh we intend to prepare ouiid^eisr^tld 
M W iilt sottiefutm^ time^ Tre shenild'take ittlitii^ 
W^ht pyot4ltential^adm0nition> that^ ^^iiow ft4s l%h 
^i^ U m^b^Kj^ of sleeps and ''^eek ih^^£i6!ra 
^efia^ilie^ilAfcj^ifee found.'' Let iis to fesis^ tlife 
i^ptMb)]^ bf^thef ^emy, tl^t they i^'^ty^ 
t^W^&^'temptek fo Ids cdnftisioi^; to the gfibiy^yp 

^^m^^Uomly hrkig gobd <out of 'eyil;^knd/%^ 
di»lj^kl^^ iJIfe deidg^Ms of thedevif, do Uhtb'^tti^ 
ii«i^ttlf*bd<^tlftbtetofvice.'^ . ! c .vl 

XlMi^me keep ^tkck frdm • ChristV blessed 6aM 
teu|ikiA;'we CM <^f caaTse have no rea6otia%l^^ 6!ii 
|)e(^tdtioh that (he Lord will suiq>end dto-ft^ 
^ge^fi ind catLse' tis to approach Him ' whittle? 
-wte w^ or^ot; and y€t> if we do lid; Spi#tdyc* 
IJim, W€ must be wretched. The ^Hty ^tertiH-bt 
the'tex* imply this, wbire they afe'decfered'«6^%e 
http^y #ho do approach Him; ftr, o^*tainlyi^«fi|g 
ca»cti ^r^veri^ ^of that which caused happiness, Itib^t 
to prodtK^ive of misery. A Christian', 'Mlid i^llf 
bili^^i^ all that he professes to believe; who ^i8i6^ 
iftftowle^es the truth of the gospel, can ttei^i 
li^lyi ptNTsuade himself that he complies with i^ 
ife ifeqiiiditidns, so long as he neglects to. eottief iio 
lAe ILo^ Supper. He must be sensible thM^ :by 



mid the yar^; Mmg, wljU/qh djktete» ibk. e^wct Ip? 
nptperforming it,that Jv^ is wt pre|.^,« ^mi^ 
9i|itaqknowtledgm0ntthat thi9 du$y49 >)]i^gijtii)^M§ 
m^ and» thereforei ought to be i)e]?fomtie4trt )l4ri9 
a^fth^ ^ine time am admissioQ^ that he iikv»tiU in ]m 
IpMj How then can any one be iAh^mm\ ^aft 
fl^teh^^ who, whenever he is cabled vaj^fim (%» §Qdf^ 
^ Saviour at the Sacramenty i9-$nnUenoi^i^«)1^ 
f^fol ,co^seioa^ne8$ that he i^rltuiigt t^/^pprpa^ 
linn upon earthy when he must Hftow tb^ti/imdi^r 
ifVKJb circum$twc€^> he cannot be in a^eo&diticlKir>t^ 
99Pe!t Him in Heav!en I The: v^ry i;e^ugn^nj$f 
winch he.feel^ to noeet Chcist at M? altor^ii QWJ»Qt> 
he must be aware^ be a arepugoanee instilled ^int& 
h^ heart by the Holy^ Spirit^ as He ^woidd .aeai!cely 
prevent any one from conunnnicating worthUy at 
ihei Lord's taUe^ when he invite^r all to dolw^.^^t 
fffl^^th^n he ;i|o, other than, the dictates of a hear^ 
jl^hi^pre^^ rather to flutter amid the blandiahr 
D^enA^, of sin» than to. contradict it& dei$4res 'hy 
t^f^nnipg. unto God. A man who seldom or never 
(fK^njiunii^te^^ loses ,too all those spiritual advanr 
^90^ whiqh arise to us from an intimate acquaint 
lta|^^ with ourselves. His self-^xaminatiomi -an^ 
£;]i|ir«.. As he seldom enters npon that seruliny 
which can alone show him to himself aa he is, he 
giveai the great adversary of his soul ap^rp^tuid 
Advantage ov^er him^ and is thus led blindly on to 
^ destruQtion« He is seduced into t^.h^^ 



and beateli Ti^ra£)penl;by avoiding thelnanoiir 
path itfaat leads to I life' 0tenml. Me discorers not 
liis danger wntil it is, perhaps, tbo late; ^and when 
he is tmiexpectedly awakened to a sense of his es^ 
tarcdnity/he may pOssiUy tyeither have titnie-for 
Fcfemnition^ ^or ahilityto repent* Wretched^ 
thi^sefere,^ in €^ery point of view, is the man whmm 
tfae^Lord: does'not^dioose nor caiKie to appibsfdi 
mitoHhn.' ' - '■■ - > ■-■'^ ' .:•• ..•.,• .il.^ 

• Let us i^emem^r, that to withdraw altogedUBO^ 
from the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, is prac- 
ticdly to reject the doctrine of the atonement, >*fey 
which we are sanctified through the oflPerin^g of the 
body of Jesus Christ, once for aU." * By coming to 
his table, we at once solemnly testify and avow 
our faith in this mercifol ^ct of expialtion. By 
absenting oursdves from it, we withhold that ao« 
knowledgment which is so eminently due from all 
who believe ** that there is none other name 
whereby we can be saved, but only the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.*" Let none of u& fedsely 
persuade our credulous hearts, that we actually 
absent ourselves from his altar, only because we 
respect him too highly to approach it unworthily, — 
as this is really nothing better than a mockery of 
religion ; it is a prostitution of her sacred name 
to the most unholy purposes ; it is making her 
the cloak of our deprlEived appetites, the palliative 
of a criminal indisposition. There can be no po&* 
sible respect for the Saviour in refusing his invita* 
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tion, only because we havemsolted Urn by xiegknfe 
and rebellion. Our respect wouldv be better shdlrai 
by renewing our homage^ and by jesorting to hia 
table to offer there the pledges of our smoenty^ al 
Let us remember^ that our Saviour only invaiteEi 
us to Heaven, as he invites us to his holy ooib^ 
iQunion. Both invitations are given for our bemefutfy 
not for his. My brethren, ask your consoiehocfar 
then, and ask them with earnestness, if it banilM^ 
safe to reject the invitation of your God. •.] 
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SERMON XVII. 



ON FAITH AND WORKS. 



St. James, n. 17. 



" Faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone," 



The importance of faith as absolutely essential 
to salvation^ is one of the most prominent doctrines 
of the Christian religion. St. Paul has dwelt upon 
^t with so much eloquence and energy as a condi- 
tion of justification^ or absolution from sin, without 
expressing in distinct terms the necessity of works^, 
that many have been led into the error of suppos- 
ing that faith alone, that is, a mere quiescent belief, 
is sufficient to bring them unto God. This fallacy, 
however, is sufficiently exposed in the General 
Epistle of St. James, where he expressly insists 
upon works, the fruits of faith, and the only de* 
monstrative evidence of tts identity, as especially 
necessary to salvation. 

No good Christian will suffer himself for a 

8 
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moment to be persuaded, tiiat the Apostles just 
named could have contradicted each other* We 
are, tkorefore, to inquire how this seeming differ- 
ence arises, which we shall presently find to be 
more apparent than real. 

Among the earlj converts to Christianity wer^ 
many Jews, who, although they had been "'baptized 
unto Christ,'^ still contended, that without the 
ceremonial works of the law, salvation was not to 
be obtained. As their influence was coi^ideirable 
among the first Christians, their opinions exten-* 
sivdy prevailed. With them> faith in Christ was 
but a secondary, whilst a regard to the ceremonies 
of their now abrc^ated law, that is, their cere- 
monial law, was a primary condition of eternal 
life. It wad to explode this fatal error, thst St. 
Paul so strbrigly insisted upon faith being the 
grand attribute of justification, as opposed to the 
works of the law, which weifemere external rites^ 
intended to shadow out what the incarnation land 
cbath of the Saviout had finally consummated* . It 
iSF moreover clear, from the whole texture' of the 
Apostle's^ reasonings upon this momentous .ques- 
tion, that wherever the necessity of worics^ a^the 
means of salvation is denied, he generally refers td 
the Ceremonial observances set down by the gireat 
Hebrew legislator, as binding upon the seed c^ 
Abraham only whilst they were subject to the 
ordinances of the Mosaic dispensation, from which 
the/ were absolved l^ the Christian. Whfere, 



FAITH AND W0KS8* 269 

however, it is otherwise, he i^lndes to law in 
geiieral, which, as well as law in particular^ 
demands pmushmeoit wherever it is iiiiTftig6d[. 
^^ Therefore, by the deeds of the law," says St. 
Paul, that is, of general law, ^^ there shall be no 
flesh justified in the sight of God*** And why is 
thb ? because law of whatever kind, whether it be 
natural or revealed, moral or ceremonml, detnands 
perfect obedience oi those who are snbjeot to its 
obligations. Every infiraction (tf such laWpvdv^eif 
the penalty which it prescribes. Ncrw, «s> perfect 
obedience among imperfect creatures is> impossible, 
if our salvationr depended only uport the law^ef 
works, that is, upon our implicitly MfiUitig the 
conditions of such lawj in that case no flesh co^d 
be jmtified, because we all are guilty befote God'} 
none of us ever have or ever can flilfll its cdndi*^ 
tions. But the law of faith, throu^ the divkie 
mercy, has been made to supersede the law o# 
works, ^ an absolute condition of salvatkm^ 
vl4iei«by our imperfect obedienoe is accepted 
through an knplicit belief in him who has redeemed 
us from the penalties of transgression, Md re^eued^ 
us from the rigid obligations of perfect legal 0be>- 
dience ; by substituting a condition — namdy, that 
of fmth, as fully within our eapadties to fiilfiL 
This condition of feitfa, nevertheleflS, does not at 
all exclude the necessity of woyks> but only rec€MiM 
ciles an imperfect perfoilnance of them with God'tf 
hiefiable mercy and justice. St. Paul's mo^H 

s2 
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then being to show the impossibility of being sayed 
by a law of wdrks, wliether universal or particular^ 
he dwelli^ 6hiefly upon the doctrine of &ith alone^ 
which he calls *^ a righteousness without - law.* 
From this faiths however, he by no means excludes 
those good actions which must necessarily^ grow 
out of it, and although he is not express in insist^ 
ing upon them, he has sufficiently indicated their 
necessity; as in the examples which he cites of 
those illustrious characters whose faith he liblds up 
as a pattern to all, the very characteristic of their 
faith he shcpvs to have been good works^ ^^ -By 
futh," he aays, '^ Abel ofiered unto God a more 
excellent saerifioe than Cain.'' ^^ By faith, Abraham^ 
when he was tried, offered up Isaac." ^^By £uth^ 
Moses, whmi he was come to years, refused: to be 
the son of Pharoah's daughter ^'^ He ^lumetotefi 
many remarkable actions of these two last^-na^ned 
illustrious' perilous as results of their faith ; sa ithat 
here we certainly have^ his testimony^ ^inequivo^ 
cally implied if not definitively expressed^ that the 
faith which alone can be imputed for ri^teousnosB^ 
is that which brings forth the fruits of ^actical 
good* 1 li- 

st. Paul's epistles, we shall remember^ wer^ 
written to particular churches. To the diurchi cH 
Rome he addressed the longest but one of fdlhis 
epistles, where the unforsaken prejudices in imaax 
of the rites of the ceremonial law, were still greatly 
kept alive by the influence of the Judaizing Chris- 



FAITH AND WORKS« 261 

tians ; he was therefore anxious^ as I have abready 
stated^ to remove the errors which they were theft 
so suGcessrfully propf^atuig, by exhibiting the 
necessity of faith in Christ beford those mere 
ceremonial performances, which a more perfect 
dispensation had superseded; and ftirther, by 
showing that we could, in no circumstances what* 
erer, be saved und^^mere dispensation: of law, 
whether general or particular. . ' . i ^ , / n - 

St James's was a cathoMe epistle, addi^ssed 'to 
all believers in the gospel of Christ. Its principal 
design evidently was, to enforce the genuine doo 
trines and practice of the gospel, in opposition to 
the errors and vices which tiben but too extensivdy 
prevailed in the Christian (Churches. These had 
principally arisen from a misinterpretation of St^ 
Paul's doctrine of justification by faith without the 
works of the law, which we have already explained. 
From a false interptetation of the Apostle's mean- 
ing, many had foolishly inferred that moral duties 
were iiDt essential to salvation, and had in con* 
sequence idbandoned themselves to every kind of 
licentiousness. St. James then^ as is dear, did not 
write in opposition to the doctrines delivered by 
St. Paul, but only to set them in their proper light ; 
for he cites the very same Abraham^ which the 
Apostle to the Gentiles had done, as justified by 
works as weU as by faith. ''Was not Abraham, our 
father, justified by works, when he had offered his 
son Isaac upon the altar? seest thou how faith 
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mrroa^ wHh his works^ and by Works waa fSuA 
made perfect T Here let us a moment observe, 
how exaotly each AposUe harmonizes wiiik ihe 
other. Hie former tdls us^ that we are jnstifiecL 
by fait^^ but does not deny the efficacy of woilts, 
for these as necessarily proceed from it as &uit 
from a tree; the latter assures us, tlmt w^ are 
justified by works, neither does he deny the dffidioy 
of faith, but, on the ocmtrary, maintains that % is 
^ made perfect by works.'' It is evident then,£rqm 
tibe arguments of these two inspired persons^ tbirt 
fmth asid works must unite to Imng us into tibat 
mheritance which has been ^ prepared for tibe 
righlteous from the foundation of the World!.^ 
Where th^ former exists, the latt^,t I repeat, musA 
of necessity follow. 

We are to recollect that feith does not consist 
in mere passive belief. ** Thou believest that theve 
is a God ; thou dost well ; the devils also faelie?^ 
and tremble." The devils evid^ntily betieve<} in 
Christ, as is clearly ^wn in the gospel, but wiU 
their faith save them ? No ! It is mm^ifest theU, 
that we may believe and still be ^' dead in trespasiseii 
and sins." As faith does not consist in pac^sive', 
so neither <can it consist in partial, beU^. J^ any 
part of tibe canoiucal Scriptures be rejected, tibe 
authority of the whole is brought into que&iioa^ 
and he can certainly have no faith who displutes 
the word of God. If you admit the authenti- 
city of the whole sacred Qanon> you cannot d^tiy 
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the neoemty <Qf active a^^eU^w passipfp (dbpdiep^ 
^Kmtbe e^tuie moral la^ whi^)^ wa« /^^^^veQ ^ 
ti^ fingar of t^. Almighty oa Mouiat SiiWi ^midirt 
the ihm^XSQf Heaven^ o0Q^i3t£l m^positiye ,wmn 
mtnidmemt^ apt only to abstain, from eiyik, l«it,al9p 
to do good. r'^Lord, vfho shall aUde ia thy tabert 
liacle, wb^sh^ dwdUl in thy holy hill? He tibbs^ 
walketh uprightly and ?workath right^oudne^^." 

How can we rieconeile . a mere inop$i:ativR Ifti^b 
with our indispeii^abl^. ob%alioi^; toi 'f jrplieT#; t}ie 
oppre^saed^ t9 judge jtha lathe^^sa^ to jji^^iar iffff 
ividows"? If we diaobey the l^wsipf Gpd, ^jj^k 
not audaciouidy to brave hi» wrath ?^ and 49m fii^ 
the obligation of obedien^ee necessary ipresupypio^ 
a (Command given and m agent to comply with tlie 
terms of that command? There muft be scuoe 
active agency^ Or there can be no obedience to any 
fN3sitivei as opposed to negativoj, law* There, can 
be no obedience m a m^re inactiye faith^ where ,a 
proper attention to the laws of conduct is the only 
principle in which true obedience can consist. 
What efficacy <5aii there, by any po9sibilij|;y, be fa 
b^f without hdiness, when> ^^without hoUne$^ 
no j»an shall see the Lord"? 

It i9 true, indeed, that many qf the ^ivine com* 
mands are merely negative, but even these ha^r^.^ 
positive, operation when obeyed, since you <f&ifup^ 
really abstain from evil without doing good. T]l^ 
withdrawing of the mind from my criminal bias i# 
a specific Act, and certainly, therefore, a gopd WQ^k^ 
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Bui ^St^ m;'1iB »ii-pm^it ii^t^itnMdM^^^i^^i^ 

iittiMiVe %elii^H;Iiat they W^^ isi^ obstfEi- 

^ viflli4*';^ll'^ftevfer rarely remove the ^iieeetsiBilbf'iiif 
6b»yiik^ ^h6m. What b tbe^ithbitatloii^^'lSti 
Pfetetf?^htft We sltoiid i'givedl diligeti^y ii) 
^d ' t^ Mth; virtue ; and t« virtue, ktlorwltedgei; 
ttiid tB'kii6wledgei> teto^tattce; aiid%b t^tiipifrkiug^, 

Kfi^,^ brbtheriy-kihdness ; a«id to fe^oth^rly-l»Mb- 
li^si'tiharity.'" ^ Faith id ihie '#oo« rf the tree^ikitd 
^rk^ ^ ai'el tihe^ branches. ' Where' the Heitter : p^ 
not forth their leaves, blossoixMi^ and fh»lls> thb 
fofrttiet' ihtiiit Wdead, '^ why then eumberediiii' the 
gt^i^htd?*^ It<id fit milyt6 be rioted lip ^a^ica^ 
liild tfce-'fii-^/ ''He that bdieveth on me, the 
i^brkk' that I do dha;H he do^ dso:" these) arb 4he 
Wbrds of him who di^ for 8innerji> in^ order ^fb 
rehd^ the deeds done in hii^ body tBLy^haA&ta^ike 
salvBtiori of their souls; < : ! » i i r • ,r / »< > 

Did the Saviour who descended from < the < world 
ik sfyirits to become a. ransom for mailhind>idid>fae 
^^ve'u^ an example of mere passive holiness .? tWas 
not his life one of the most active ^betieficence? 
Was not ' the whole term of his public tninkitry 
spent hi 'Agoing about doing good**? And<isjt 
possible, that any zealoud Christian can Tdst tdpcn 
the andidr of his faith alone, when his 'Rededmer 
ktdibhed ^fd^th into the troubled tide of; >hianian 
affairs, &tid showed by his illustrious exataple the 
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prodigioite.;b€«iefit oSermgym acting as^weU as 
^' A^otiom in filing t How is th^ faith, x)f ^ mjpi 
tabe appire^iii^^ by HUiu, if at al»^d ,ao ^ y^ 
proof of it» existence 2 Ai^ are w^ipotf^expresaly 
oBgoined' to :^^ht our' light so shine, -b^ore-mjen, 
that tbey tnay isee our good works^ and> glorify ovr 
Father whibb is iix H^avetf*? If it be our duty to 
exhibit; our faith to, meUrhow is thH^to be done 
but by some exteitnaal indiqatipn of jinterqal holi- 
ness? /^ Yea> a man may say/ as St. Jamesi arg\i^^ 
^^thou hast fddth and I have iforks: shpwtme thy 
faith without thy works, and I will sbow thee my 
faith by my works^" , , , » 

^ Whfere, through the whole gospel do we; iSnd a 
sifiglb pas^age^that iasiats upon faith as a condition 
of salvation, distinct from works ? What dpes the 
whole teno^r of Christ's divine sermon on the 
Mount enjoin^ but practical holiness and righteous- 
ness of liife ? Hdw often does the Saviour use the 
beautiful image of a tree, either fruitful or corrupt, 
to symbolise tiie active righteousness of man ? As 
thetalue of the tree is only to be ascertained by 
itsr bruits, so only is man's faith to be seen in his 
deeds*' ^'H^ein is my Father glorified," said his 
beloved Son, *'that ye bear much fruit" The 
bearing of fruit, therefore, is absolutely necessary 
to render us acceptable to God. 

Nothing can be more express than the nume- 
rous passages which, by implication, altogether con- 
demn that &ith as dead, which does not ''bring 
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&rth fruits unto holiness." St. P^uli too^ tha ¥^ry 
AposUa who has by jmuy. been quoted W 'wfi»k 
eating the doctrine of exclusive faiths .writes thw 
unequivocally to the Ephesian^ : '^foi: ye, a^e his 
workmanship, created in Christ. Jesus vn^.gmd 
worksi which God hath before ordadned^ that! jre 
should walk in them.*" And again to Titans, ;^5 For 
the graoe oi <iod that bringeth Mlyatipa )l^ 
afipeared unto all mtxx, teacluiig us, that^t de^^yiqi^ 
ungodliness : add worldly lustoj^ wei shoald^ >,jiive 
r^hteoiisly^ soberly, and godly, in this prfisent 
worid; looking for that Uessed h^pe^ and tte 
glorious appearing of the gTisat Grod,^ and iwr 
Saviour Jesus Christ; who gaire lumsdif for its, that 
he tnight Redeem us £rom all iniquity, and puri%^ 
unto himsdtf a peculiar people, ^^lous of good 
worksJ* Here, tiien, we )i^ain see ik» same Sft. 
Paul> who has been by siM^oie considered as pi:4>- 
pounding the doctrine of an unconditional fai^b> 
absolutely dedaring fm the necessity of godliness 
in practice as well as in belief. '^ God hath be^^re 
lordained, that we. should walk in thepi:r that %^, 
he hath before ordained, that they should ck^n^ti- 
tute the condition of our ^ern^ justification^ wh^^ 
they proceed from a "true and Uvely faith." It is 
true, we may neglect to perform them, for we hay^ 
an absolute freedom of choicse ; but certain it is, 
thftt» if we do not perform the will of God, we eaa be 
^' none ^ his." It is manifest, and fully con&-m^d, 
too, by the writings of St^ Paul, that good deeds Are 
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absolutely requisite to render fiuth sayiiig : tbey 
become^ therefore, conditions of our exaltation 
into glory at the general resurrectioh. 

Can it then enter into tiie heart of man to con«* 
ceiTe, that withdrawing his' benevolence from the 
sufierings of his kind, and wrapping himself up in 
the gloomy and supcirstitious sanctity of a visionary 
feitiii, will qualify him for everlasting fruition, when 
all toe finally to be judged according to thair 
actions? ^He that saith he abideth in Christ, 
ought himself to walk, even as ba walked."* And 
did the blessed Redeemer of a condemned World 
look with cold indifference upon th^ sorrows of 
those for whom he undertook so much ? Did he 
not everywhere difiuse the blessings of his mercy ? 
Was the leprous Samaritan, the trembling adul* 
teress, or were even those possessed with devils, dis^ 
carded from his presence as objects unworthy of 
his regard? Had our adorable Redeemer lived in 
retired holiness — had he passed his entire life apart 
from those miserable creatures who were so benefit* 
ed both in soul and body by his presence, without 
pleaching to mankind the gospel of peace, where 
were now our hopes ? He is our great example. 
We cannot imitate a purer model : since he '^ suf- 
fered for us, kaving us an example^ that we should 
follow his steps.'* If we were to imitate him, our 
lives would be one of active benevolence towards 
our fellow creatures, and employed in seddng*! 
secure acceptance with God. 
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He itko spends nbt his V^ in doing well, will 
nevef >a4}tldn' Hearien by sitkiply thinking 'well» 
The unprintable senrant in the p^rable^ wHo does 
notappeaf Ib'have been deficient, in belief/ iiacd 
he acknowledged the authority of his master. Was; 
nevertheless, cast into outer darkness. Whyl 
B^odtis^ he did not employ to advantage the t&lent 
wiililrhi6h he had been furnished. He wa^ able^to 
impit)Ve it.hxtt ^ince he haid neglected all endeiiVMiilB 
td dd' tikis; the tklent had been bestowed upon' kini 
iii v^n.^'His faith, then, was inbtifficieht to ^pt6cvffe 
the ^ approbation of his lord, duly liecause it Wa& 
inactive, kud brought not forth its proper fruit. ' 
''\Allthe diviiie gifts M« imparted to us for goodi 
if \fre titeglfect* to turn them to account, we ihdce. 
void the intention for which they "Were bestowed, 
and thus sin against the Almighty Giver. Christ 
by his atoning sacrifice, has put us in a condition 
to *f work out our salvation "; we are nowy -there- 
fore, in a situation *' so to run, that We miay ob- 
tain the prize of our high calling." The more 
we exercise ourselves in doing good> the tnore 
will our inclination to do evil decreai^e, and the 
stronger will be our disposition to perform gdod 
actions : — so that the ten talents, the five, or the 
one, may be doubled according to our several 
abilities, if we only use our best endeavours to 
employ them to advantage. Faith will quieken 
our industry, and the wholesome fruits of our 
industry will nourish our faith. Our greatest 
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leourity in the. neM life, ifl~ drnved firpin,»n a«iye 
peiibrmanoe of our duties. in this,; iieyertlii^e&is> we 
taufrt be in4e]>t^ for the oonsuttimation > of pi^ 
brightest ^expeotntiona to the meiroy of Go^jihrpugh 
that o»ly iSoui wbo di^ to restore m^ to his.foi^* 
C^d'favouirM.r ^ 

: > T,he doetriiie; erf faith without wojrfcs i^ iu Irmtb, 
a:moi|t £^tal ^^rpy, however we m^y epdq^yoitt jto 
modify. oyr£»(foimaeoid; it. It tead^, i^rth^.firatpl^, 
tp: bljight all. the social qualities p^ mao^fby; bfi^n- 
ipg hii» b^ai^t towaards lus npighbo Wi: aud l^y dj^aw- 
jjgkg aU his. feelings ito the centre qf Ipft^-^if^nr jwrit* 
suined ;i|;anctity^ Iv tiei^ches him to^ m^ke^ h^H^^f 
the. idol of hia own, booubge, and to/jact tpw^ds 
the Deity aa if He were only a secojadary ipbject of 
hist worship* God becomes, with suoh a mati^ as it 
werj^;.an afjter-thoMght.; He acknpwledges^it is 
tfXi^i hb omniipotence and unbounded perfections ; 
hp, .pirof^es to bdieve, that Christ Jesus came 
intp ;|he W^rld :to save him from an outcast con- 
ditip|i;,attd yet h^ imagines^ that this mere passive 
aw^Wt wiU ctQUstitute that saving faith which is to 
hffiPgrbw fipaUy into the Paradise of God. Witb- 
toti POP ia4t significative of his belief in the atoning 
s^M^ifi^pof a Redeemer ; without obeying one single 
procppt of that Redeemer^ whose object was every 
wherie .to enforce beneficence, he fondly presumes 
to, im^gine^ that he shall sit with him, at the cipn- 
ai^miliatioa of all things, on the right han4 of the 
mighty Mtyesty on high. 
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If duch doctrines ore not universally maintained 
— -and God forbid they should^ whilst man*s salva^ 
tion hereafter must depend upon his actions here ! 
— ^they fomi, iieiit^tfaelesi}, the professed creed of 
many. Let us^ not, however, *^be weary in well- 
doing,** but by a life of Christian benevolence to* 
wards men and devdtion towards God, so prepare 
ourselves for that most solemn inquisition at the 
great day of account, when good works, the fruits 
of faith, shall be the test of our fitness for eternal 
glory, that we may be numbered among the suc^ 
cessfui candidates for Heaven, and hesat the approt- 
mg voice of our most merciful Judge — *' Here^ ate 
they that kept the coftomandments of God, and the 
faith of Jesus Chrisf 
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ON HUMAN FAULTS. 



Deuteronomy, y. 29. 

"Oh that there were stich an heart in them tiiaft they Wotrltt 
fear me, and keep illl my commandments always." 



The inference to be drawn from this portion of 
Scripture — ^for it is as applicable to this generation 
as it was to the Hebrews — ^is, that a fear of God 
and obedience to His commands are much too 
little thought of in the world. And really evident 
as this inference is^ that it should be so sadly 
realized among us^ is a matter not a little surpris- 
ing, when we can none of us be ignorant that the 
consequences which arise from it must universally 
tend to misery. 

A neglect of religion can by no possibility be 
productive of good ; on the contrary, daily expe- 
rience shows it to be the unfailing vehicle of evil. 
While on the other hand, nothing can be less equi- 
vocal, nothing certainly so tranquillizing and t 
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consoling as the m&ek dictates of piety » to such as 
love to resign theimslves to her .benignant. iiifl«i<- 
enees*. ^Sbe |i^ a tree.<rfit£» to th^a^ii^tfia^ 
hold upon hcur» and. happy i& w&fy omik^m^ 
taineth her.** There is nothing tiiat Baof6;^n^Mi^ 
increases in efficacy by eQCQUfagemen|,;^aml a^ 
thing less subject to^ change^whaie smccaiity hat 
prepv:^ the heart to hail her as its inmate. ^^Jim 
ways are ways of pleasantness^ and all her patha aie 
peace*" How^ then^ comes It to pass that th4>tidi 
vintage of piety is so imperfectly gathered m hf^ ihe 
labourers in Christ's vineyai^ 2 .Because l^vcuhuitt 
is neglected, and» in epusequence^ like tiie fig^ttms 
cursed by our blessed Saviour on his way iroQ Bitbt 
any to Jernsal^aii its produce is leaves only^ instead 
of fruits But Jet us here inquire how* it ia^i <iuHl; 
tibe heart SQ frequently relies in its devQtiD|ui^jba» 
w^ds Go4^ as to render us lukewarm in our pwig^i 
languid in our obedience, and careless- itt>:€mr 
homage. A chief ^ause of this arises from: tfaa toh 
prevailing disposition to jcxclude ' from our viouids 
the spirituality of religion ; frx)m alio wii]^ its ^seen*^ 
tial principles to be neutralized^ by attanlwrtg»>a 
paramount importance to mere naoral andi ebil 
duties ; in shorty from permitting seccmdary vic^s 
to supersede primary ones. 

, Various, indeed, are the .causes by whtcli:>lte: 
fqtfmr of these melancholy tendencies is indiieadb' 
They hegin in infancy, and are confirmed in mini) 
hood, when halnt raiders them too influantiid^to' 
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be easily banished from tiie mind and heart. It is 
m youtbv indeed, that the seeds, whether of reli* 
gion or impiety^ are scattered over tiie fresh and 
ppoMc soil, in which thef readiJy frucdfy and pour 
forth tiieir abundance. Upon t^ culture of that 
sell, dwing this ckty-spring of life, will much, if 
not entirely, depend the excellence of the future 
man. Therefore it is that SoloaM)ti says, ^ Train 
up a child in the way hd shoidd go, and when he 
is old he will not depart from it.** Atid it is to 
bc4ng too much neglected in this respect, that so 
many among us niay aacribe the miseries of our 
future lives. It is in*yottth, that temptations beset 
ustiie most successfully ; because we have less judg* 
m&at and discretion to oppose to them, than in our 
maturer years. It is in youth, that indiscretions 
multiply, and carry us rapidly forward into the more 
boisteroiis currents of sin, unless we fortunately 
hafypen to be arrested in our precipitate course by 
the interrmilions cf authority, or by the warnings 
of oonsci^Mse.' It is in youth, that we are so apt 
to look on tiifling miscarriages as venial failings of 
our feeUe nature, until we grow gradually fomiliar 
widt more daring derelictions. 

Gross ddinquenoies shoqk us too much at the first 
view, to render their influence an object of much ap* 
prehensioh to a well-regulated mind ; the danger, 
therefore, is g^ierally less frmn them, than from those 
faults which, on account of their apparent insigni- 
ficance, we allow ourselves to contemplate without 

T 
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<kft6& corered^ wiihiia . dffsespAve Tordmre^* aire^jiot i so 
eaisSy Jafammed./. Hete> caation must, bei used^t mi 
iRiii sUbU ^nat fell to. siaimble. ^ >- ' - .' i : jr v : i 1r f 
ii The pursuits bf the yoting ai^ genendjLy Us^ aoi^ 
mbdybteated.! jTh^ mrnds tare (tftea rather poshed 
th«ii^sJtrtogthaned.b3r.that.dii9K!ipIia^ $^«|i^atiQh^ 
to whiob tiiey rwe^for the mprt part wl^nslasdb 
ThetlPiM^vkemeiit^ iMre too fii^ueatly mt^idtiri^or 
^isfdayi, jrather than;for use. There j» mon^r^^^tba 
f^t^ olslearmug^ than that lustre of true syisdiamQt 
yMok fans deso^ed£»iii above to maker US/ ^ftirise 
uot^ii^vatk^ni'aud.Ql which It hm hcmsw^inS^ 
i^d> *!" &6 is njKxre precious tbm iRibki&.;o«Bd jtljbthfi 
tbingps thal^lhou caaast deshreiare not to?hi^[Conig 

pored uiitdheriTiv- . . ..• ,:•:.> vi 7-4:1 •.')•»» i.- .rhc-col 

> Those studies, whkh are pUrsuedrdu^ri 
adolesceut yearsi^ must of neees^sity b^i suftofiddl 
ancb inoomplete^c They form but.anuhiduotiaKiii^bl 
pi:^aratpry mMeisuds^ upon which to jrioidea^ii^ 
perfect 9uperstructure> wh^i the mindjaib^^be (iu(^ 
higherr degree, matur^ : But those sdaiteri^S^re 
often suffered to perplei by th^ yaiaety^iwiBwfe 
due care* is not tc^en:; to render themideaii^ipdrK 
GQp^Ue.by the^ t^der luidersjtanding^^ Tfaeyi neEa^^ 
ix»|eed> i»^ t^e tnain; be proportioned to dierii^ 
ami ^mpreh<^sions of those for wkise h6iffifi|t^Ue^ 
arej^j^liployed ; still> they Require continttaL ^ dtten?! 
tiw on tbe part . of thd instructor^ to axsudepr^iiieiii; 
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the enlargemeat oftibe: mind ;u&r eA^erynurn^idiffl^ 
oialtjr which arises to perplex.theyoang axd .aodeiU) 
inteBeet, requires fresh aids to retider.itiniteUigib]e^ 
If.. these aids be not continually suppUedM^vthe 
n^iritJiinguidhes over :a dry and barrenAt^sk^. tod 
lecoilti'^at ieigthvin disgust .from the^jobstades 
nAkih oppose its fmproyement, ^and ^khiidc itsiim^ 
assisted or HiisdiFkcted leason cafiiiot'7idmdvie;« v / 

/These 'ObsebviUJom wiU • apply- ffoi^^ 
leligkmv- wMdb is^generally made qilite ttseoiopskSi^ 
mattef in .ioar i jiwenile stadi^s^ Fwr^fyetai 'g(Ai^ 
up id its tdtenor and subUmer ofajfebt^ mxt m&l^ 
e^bmentaif ^Tiewg 6£it^ ii^^th^eai^lieriperiod of ^ur 
lii^s, f enerafiy reacknot beyond its first and simple 
pnneiples.' Even these are for : the molit > part 
loosely or carelessly explained^ and^ieftto work 
their \i?my into the heart ahnorti .bj^intnitionvat a 
lime when the judgment ianmijieyai^ reflection an 
aflcsonie dneipline. Therefore it is^ that Ire am t&en 
somuchmoreindihi^ todnye it«ltogether from bur 
lAiougHts, than tovcncourage its possession of tkettii • 
;;'Iiow ta&sea ate the* yoiluag r«Uowed rather to 
tfame in the prolifie hot-beds of Idn^ timn turned' 
into those ''&t pastures '^ where they may 'fap^f 
their hjsarts unto wisdom" ! How much more ew^ 
nestly are they taught the trifling mccomj^ishmentd 
of Ufe, radier than to 'fgrow in grace; and in iHM 
kno^dge of our Lord Jesus Christ*' V Qdw many 
psessii^ motives to virtue ; how many inducetnentd 

T 2 
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to adore with all a|u^he9its. and amIs and Jitreii^tl]^ 
the Sai4ottr. ofo our Face; f iMyw many ii«|>06iiig 
trutiia ; '} inmimmy ' yalua^ maxims ; how mal9i^ 
i]i^rta»t,^reoeptiii m the bdpk of God^. feBcuAd 
UAobaeWed or disregarded! What lb% themes 
of4ndtriiotion; how many striking yiews of a^ smb- 
Kmemoii^ty^.arepatoed'Oter^ as mibjects fibioaly 
foR rthe iintesiigifttioii l of a riper ^udgmeiit h ' Wi<^ 
wbatfteinilted/rulieisi o£ coed 
A)w^mil^ ^^hi^^^dwtruies, doXiot the Holy £iei^ 
<iitpS(al9owd>whieh^arekfifbr !|he considei^altionicf 
i9tatijiir<ef^ y©aBs ? j ?^ Wbp is wise> und Jfeie shall Uiid^e- 
;^j»^ik^m>&il^gi^l {xvudcnty^nd li^ shall i know 
tkeoib^ iw^ih^im^s^oi the Lotd aire iight> and tfcp 
Juit^alliwalk ib th€a»>r And yet> in vo w youafc 
how olit»n tupid^ how sadly ar^e (Tthese things hiddcm 
firtim oiir eyesifi r^Jn this minority of r^asoB^ihctw 
p^etually are t those glowing saisibilities^ jA&ti^wd 
hi> the yoimg <and()eiithitsias1ic heart/^€^^ 
waipii^ the fmidet miitdt into the /repidsi¥a t <Ui- 
cipline of speetdatibviest^d^l These edre seriou^jeon- 
sid^ations &r ^^lirdians aad parenl»« vX^t' us 
advance to the periodiw^hei^ the capaeityihas reatih^ 
its laatuiity. : Do our rehgious studies beeoiji^ 
tfaeiiiiiecctssaril^ profound than in the spring- 

4mie ofr^xist^Mse^ when we were only laying op^ 
rtheiiloilrto leeeive the seed, which we calculatl^ 
1 dtoidd inffoDd; us a haryest in our riper yeiur^ ? No! 
lai^ty in ^outb generally ripens into recklessness 
7 la fmof^QodiL Wherei our .minority has beeaauffc^ 



{shall be littfe likely to oetupy otirsdi^e^^^ih our 
adiilt yeai^s/ with its ttHM^'par9iMimtr'oblig(iilS<^ 
The kaven of indifference wiUvemfidn, and there 
will be little anxiety to purge iA: out; ^^ >What we 
but too frequently our spiritual dereliotionn^ :We 
neglect God to worship Mammon. ( We *^iook 
nbt into Jesuts, the author ^d fiiiiiiher tif our ftiitliv*' 
but only regard Hhn superficisdlyj 'Weign^uraige 
no sensations of glowing gratitude ;' bur ' hearte do 
not ^' bum within us^'^ whenwediDeetouy^tboughtEi 
to Him who £ed for ^our sitis^ and rose ^aiU'lMr 
our justificatioh;'* Wethretoo mudi -dceupted'WiHi 
tjhe afi&irs of this hfb to ''ky up in 'i^toi«" fertile 
life everlasting. The schemeii of- this present, too 
much engross our thoughts ; said' while these aare 
almost whoUy absorbed by our profits or our plenh 
sures^ we madly put off to ^a more oonvenfent 
seaisoii^'^ the vastly in^rtaitt' business^ of salmtion. 
In the meanwhile/the book of Ood^s kw is left to 
moidderin the undisturbed^ust<df the ark;' i 
• These are^ it is true, melanch^y views of human 
frailty, and of human tendencies. Let us> faow>- 
ever, as an incentive to holier thoughta, reedl the 
oeeurrences of past years, and we shall probably 
find them but too much confirmed in oiirseh^. 
We shall, indeed, trace a miscellaneous cdofusiali 
of evente, from whidi little of actual good has 
accrued to us, but much of positive^ eviL We shaU 
commonly find, that the knowledge of irpiritvial 
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^i^'U^^i}^ hs^mt^y mA there itvqpoke^'t^li^}^ 
4Thi^^ have directed our b^fief^upim iiirkaf |^ 
ftbt(liir4i)^iih$'we'hflrre deiksnmned our'cUurde^^ 
«eihteM^l]^f%4)et«kio^ beetf giiidl^idiixi 

^ittifttkre«r^4ti#nli will dccasieni usi ^ift^e sH)^^^^ 
fi^b^ifiietiver, lbrt>ifwe)i»yeti^«d)g|i^ 
4MtWii(Aoil<t3sli (iildde » t^ 
-fl^llNS^ otflMei^^^left llil^fiittl^ cfi^pfightki^fti iN^^Wallt 
^ ^tlie^wA]fi9 ef^'^rkneite :!* that; 1^0 hftvMibfAili^ 

des^abkf to> be 1 kaftcrWft r ' thati' if -ive li#e be0&xi^ 
k i3ie knowledge ef the worlds we hdVe beei^ ^oe^ 
iH' ^e ^lmowiedgie<M9# God^tf^l^fr <we h^Ve^'^fi^ 
BBsKriten vtI]fe-&lA9 4awW^af ^koiidtfr;^(6¥ i^e^'^^^ 
i^es ef tUity>r tiitoi'tiatsli dsi^ii^ioiy^ bf «h^j^iH^i^ 
'for? thai axioms ^f moral troth V^ <^ttt^ilieiiib^ 
8aa?ed«iid sijd[)lime asktrtoce^-haTe beeil^fti^q^ifelMfy 
wrested dop the <progresiJ^6f oui^ heart»;lrjr< sUlialb 
^eiti to wfaidh feshiofit has imi^rted 4mr nati&lAkmi 
'W'^by some dogma? whicb infidelity- lias "biit tilb 
^'rtjiecesflftdlyt pMps^ated. We may ^diseoverfe ti^ 
getielrid tetroi^(^on/ih^t yiiH^ ^gic3^ to 

linyile Aisr boi^om^ o^'hd^ ^ttti^; 

iSbM mW&i^^^ie^ ^tttraoted by «h^;^b«^tK^ 
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of holiness^" than by the defgf mity of sm ; that eirea 
th& grandeurB of the Tiaiblef and'the unimpgiqabl^ 
glories of the invisible Heavan^theaugust attributes 
of Him who . presides there omni^t^Eit ^and eter- 
nal, the ^exemplary lifeandtriumphaatdeath of'f the 
XiOrd of Glory^'^crlicified for the salvation of sicmers^ 
have all failed to excite in us those htdy fervours^ 
which they are so ppwerfuUy calcuJbted-to awaken; 
>'Oh!.that there were stieh a heai:t!ii».us,; thfkt 
W^r would fear Godj and keep liis cc^;Ma|wdmentp 
always!" But/alas! iiis muchto befeare^^that 
We do not sufficiently look fot^ward to iiBmortMiity 
as a consequence of 6\a actions ; that ouc $cb^»les 
^conduct are adaivted^ rathi^ to ensisb'e tbe[ afh 
plauses of men> than to obtain tibeacceptatidn of 
God. Temporal distinctions aite the ends of alt our 
prinoipal aim$. If our spiritual interests^ happen 
to traverse the cour^e^ of ^ these wOrMlylioniHirs^ 
we sacrifice the former, witibout retatiorBe^ "to the 
mere blind chance df basking in the treacherous 
sunshine of the latten - Temptation lurks about 
^ur path^ and triumphs over us at every step of 
our progress. ' Should we be surprised at thia? 
Can the forest osk, when stripped of those roots by 
which it supported its mighty trunk, resist the 
assaults of the tempest? Where ^haB the seed 
that is cast upon^he^ bare and barren rock find 
sufficient depth of soil to Support it to its matojrity ¥ 
How is it that we are so contitmally Dveircoitie tiy 
the subtle enemy <tf our soula? Because we VMk- 
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lesnfy lay outselYefr tt^te '^to^ 

rf»*9fi)]*mw5lY«s Dr^Wf tk^ietbar^ ofi^i»i4i?€bW3fiRW^ 

a^ctipjp^j^j^iiQrd^r >tQ)y^^ bksi^i3?«l^tij 

% w)^ iQbrisfe 41^41. , 1 i Jiel( li^ feeaifj in Jtiki^t tfel*| 
Christian faith is somethingj lo^e tbaA ^ft«Pf4i 

T^ ^n.mwr thdyt but wbene pmiyofmk0X»M^i 

ofv^ipa^aj per^pft, And tbe isStfe of idetilWiacj^^ 
iQ^e obeUeyiogf (ft .08]^^ number of^fropoiii^x^mi 
VLffm i^Qnyiction of jtbe under^adingi , .iB«*t^^^) 

f9^1ih,oit^Clm^^ns the lutb tbait jufttifi0?^ (as^d^ 

s^Vi^tfeimr i» faith working by cb^ityj. roi! jftift 
kjg^pwg^b^ copiua^dmenta of God. Th^ fire.dbt 
tix^MUf^i ift O^d0r. to different ends, and, thi^«d4) 
iQTji%<^<^S^imt cpnstitutiTO, and <fce instritei^nfe j 

of j^ii^j^^phfl^ Qbedienpe.'' : y; : -mi^^ 
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The worlds it is true, authorizes, if I may so say, 
by it& example ihftfc -^langubr 'and > liidiffi^renee • in 
devotion^ which but toolargda portion* of Chris- 
tian professors ;^e by jno means baekwaiti in fol^^ 
lowkig. ^ -Should> however^ the l^aQic^tions'of^ mis- 
judging world supersede' the express authority of 
Grod^ And what' does this authorit}^ command? 
Thatr we should ^^)^u{) His^vordb iniow'heartg 
and in> oiiir souls, and bmd them' for' a^«i^ii^)on 
our hands, <^t they may bd as fronfekt^ beft^een 
our feyes,"* that we should^ ^i observe tind do what 
the Lord our God has commtoded^ u&f,'neidier 
turning to the right hand nor to thef' Idft." G^ 
we imagine that these and a tibousand Mber similar 
injunctions ard to bie stilted with imptmity ? A 
penidty will as strely fbllow their n^lect, as a 
reward th^ obedience; ^ - 

Ihaveabeudyob8erved,that a defective humiUty 
is One cause out of many, of hikewarmness in our 
spiritual^ ptirtoite. Indeed, we are but too prone 
''ta think of ourselves more highly than we ought 
to think.^ ' Wb forget our degTadation> while we 
fancy ourselves cmly a -'' little lower than the 
angels,*^ and, thiarefore, fit subjects for 'G^'« 
''everiasting kingdom,"' even while ^ our minds 
are corrupted from the sinqdidty diat is in 
Christ.'' This self-confidence Is <&tid td true devo^ 
tiouy of wMch self-abasement is the fltiost powerftll 
spring: it is the great fosteMr of piety v ^h9e 
self-confidence paralyaM it altogether. This latter 



fin HUMANE FAUmS^ 

mavM us tonreb^on' against . God. r Beligioi^ 
bcmeverp ii<(^ mcMrt eflCbctual corrector Qftrtiiit 
dang^iroiis' principle. • Religion is ftbe ! schod/ of 
hmiiiUt]/!. It lays our defects Ibeforetjus wII^oIlC 
]^«8birv^< « It is-'^f a lantern, unto ^oiirufeet^ tedrJBl 
fijiifct V ^ttito < ddr patiu.'' It disctyveik ^ to /na ( odf 
tk^lniiiSBf s; and v(^^ ^cgioiing fray^ tipofii /the 
datkmsis «lm)i]^hnwfaich we firandar. ^ ItiYexatia 
our UdeiiB 'of the' Ahn^faty^i^ attributesi and fjtibe 
sailctity of ' bislawsx ^ It armsnatagainstiOBjrchHBi 
tii^ughts^'^^liere i^ey^inolme U8>to sdf-taaiiajbioni 
It!<ie£|ch^uJ»>oui(ioifii inttaffi€9»1dy^ and(^see»idi 
inifeh^ tte «Ms^sttik)^^^^ inithe mc^ntsi 7o£ fi 

R^teetBNRTv' ''^Fov as«4he'' Mi^ngs(i0f tGliE3s| 
abound in lisy so our consdaticm }a)sOiimfaD|iB«tetii 
bf Christ.^ l%jfl 4s tlia Uedsed ^ateuranxse ^ttf ^M- 
s^ration^' '- '' -• ..:• ^,•.v•. :. ..^ni-'jijrfV 

^^€oncetnitig tyiif virt«^ or our ^ 4moiiflledjgtti 
humiUty inquitds ^^>What'liast tfaoui 4^at them jdidst 
rk6t tetter It dii^t^ tis to tMidL i^^ 
aM the publiean d^ in the parabley ^^:^altog«tiiEtt 
woifthless> mis^in^l^ offenders^ who aaiitei^Qset^ 
trt»t in i[^u!* own tighteousness> -but leasee 'tbtiiM 
hbpes 6f a bleJssed, iinmofrtality must^bei-cdntesed 
vk the dmtie fitiercy^ tfai^ugh the tfi^eelnSabi 
uiei^s of ^Uhe Ik^d that teiughtiiHi.a ilk^aictijii^ 
UJ3 tH yigchmcd' in watdhing^ over otiF passicms^iiiH 
sliHMiti^ tid to d^itrVHrt olir owb tcapM9titt;.si|d^^ 
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iv^bb cioi bestowi il«fiectiudl7i : Iiwould.tisk-ifi&tqF 
other human virtue caiiDSo dkecd^tand to cfamdpi 
within us suehapproyeaUe.dkposiiaons as huiQi4 
Uty )-r^and humility is co^ssential .with veli^bfii^ 
They cannot ;exkt aporlL ^'Humblel youmbK^; 
th^relbrey under 'ihe: mighty hand of Godythat 
He may exalt you in; due time^" HufniUtyiit^ 
oiily fortifies our. piety and subdues our: pnde/but 
dioarms us against those ^perils by which wei Ufa 
constantly beset. The woddiabounds. wit^bdverf^ 
saries> axid we \ bear within our own . ibo^oms , the 
most ' &tal j^iemies >to oiir repose. . We fi$e\ :tbi$ 
slaves ai once of.ourip^fflooft and a£ oun pcid^ 
The lures: of interest^ .a-fpl^iMlioed nundy andida* 
praved heart>^ are the evil powers by which we' am 
ao'^perpetiiaUy dragged, into the ^patbs of errors 
And here oux: self-sufficiency^ des^Hsiiig thedictatea 
of humility^ only urges us further into the labyrinthj^ 
inisKleaid of preparing «is ^fe^ e timaly retreaL Our 
pBaJions^arfeio many flaining Siwords, which. driva 
us fi-om the sWeet Paradise^f religion^ caiosingus 
^ to 'jftart aside >likie a. bcdken bow/' from . the strait 
gate wUeh conducts to eimrlasting life. Our pride 
revolts against obedience, and we split upcm the 
rock of rebdlion.^ Our rery friends^ -too^ by overr 
IcKiking or compromising our faults^ may unwibf 
tiiigljr'heeome th(i institunients of ouri ruin* It i», 
indeedy difficult for the mpst wary to aviad all the 
ten^platkNDiB by which, we are aUured ; and no siiigfe 



kffe^a^^dtickd bjp tlie '<sword of the^rifc/i'^^qM^ 
tte divite Hid be tx>tK!!h$afed to ud in duir t^ricbal 
Wihifti^. " How kmninent then must be tihe d^»g^ 
of (boi^^ Whose wQful igtuotaxice of re%ioti hais ll^ 
th^ iiofhbig but the naked didtates (if ' theSr lo^^ 
hUAtts 4o g^ido them! We dare tiot ($dlcula^ 
th*ii^ j^^ill^^ 'They 'who hare trifled iiriliil opfpiii^ 
toitiltfer 'tah bdve no x^hatii tb God's codipltel^afdiii^ 
i%e/^hkvfe r(ft|6(At!d hw g*acfe, and muAt abid6 *^ 
t(h(4^^detofibqueiice6^ o ^ ^ ^ lui 

' How g¥^atly are- dl the evils of life aggiuvaled 
tfe^mto/ by^to- ov«rweettm^ eonfidenee in^Msiowk 
W^erittrityf fci stiperiorityy it is to be temo^be^^ 
mk^ly relativefy <is contrasted i^^4th unint^K^^fe^ 
natUi'esr/siiMlbl^ which he is scMy ihdebt^ todto 
beneficence iff his Creator. *' Seest thou ibe ^#i#^ 
in his own donciitf says the divine provert);'^ there 
iff ttiore hope of a fool thanof him*** ^ Let notMii^ 
therefore, be done through strife and vaife^gfloty? 
but^ in lowliness of hiindvlet each es^em ^^tiidl 
better than themselves.'^ ^ ^^ *' ^^>^i 

Various as are the motives which attac4l trt^MS 
e^usively to our temporal interests, aiid -^tt)^ 
the growth of piety in the human heart>thcf^^feji^ 
nicious feeling of pride more or less aecotiipcdiiite 
thei!n^ all. This lost a Paradise, and estab&h^' 
the deadly dominion of sin. While seduded-by 
the attractions of riches, how do we neglect UiafI 
God from whom they were derived! How tnairf 
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haye, saprificed theif tepiUiiiion to the fl^tt^i^ of 
the iiisidiou9^ and discOYered thiHu^t^.9ty il^mgth 
to he only the sport, of those of ivbom .theyt ingg^ 
gined they had be^i the idols. But ffxiiy^ere {)|i;id9 
eometh there cometh shame." . Amoiog jmany; lyho 
are not bom to lofty expectation6> a lon^pii^ <aft(3v 
those vain distinctions which < wealth > cs^n eyi^y 
where purchase^ often guperi»edes; ]that;i^re^;h^ 
owung taste for: in4u^ and r^t^?ei?(\ent^.,^J^ 
snatches the heart from the: vaniti^ f o^.. life^ .^d 
directs it to the desirable aoqnisitiioa;^ of > hf^veoJby 
treasures. They feel a distaste foUit^h^sevj^iiiqca- 
ti<His adapted to. their^phere^ and m^e itf^i^ya^ 
ooo&dence ia their owb imagined 4ese^g«.;^ 
medium through which they woi4d esalt the^iEh- 
sdiyes aboye the natural miediocnty of their, (^ndir 
tion. They are the dupes ofselfrlove. . 

Let it not be objected that we have taken top 
gloomy a view of human firailty. The Bible, and 
pur own exp^ence will: sufficiently prove the 
reverse. . Let us remember, tooj that we meet not 
here to be amused with speculations on the plea^ 
wres of life, or the temporal happiness of man. 
We assemble in the sanctuary for the better smd 
holier purpose of directing our thoughts to God, 
of humbling ourselves before Him> of ccmfesi^g 
our sins, and imploring his pardon. By. submit* 
ting our hearts to an impartial inquisition, ouir 
minds will the more naturally be elevated to det 
votion. : . » 
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Clearly as the ways of salralion are>pfiiiitedont 
to us^ still piety must be the staff ou :which aIoh^ 
we can secureliy<re^ during ^ovr;^Eiefbu|;ardu6tts 
journey through this '^vale.of>teaimr ,By piety 
only can our ^ best hopes be sustained :iT^t is the 
rock of aur> spiritnal streng^i JLet us^ Aben trea^ 
sure up that knowledge to which it directs oujr 
search. Let us familiarizer ourselves with those 
sacred depositaries of wisdom^ which contain the 
oracles of God^ and are the dictates of eteimal 
trutfi. Let us assume tjie shield pf ^tli^thaty 
luivfng " fought the g<K>d fight/ we Lmay ** finish 
our course with joy," ^ Jnejb uft remaia f^ graumded 
and settled" in those principles which our i>Idased 
Saviour established upon eai1;h during his eidstence 
l»thb fleshy FSnalfy^ leA u»^ii^vouiritt^ieadiihe 
Hfe< of) iht righteous^ that mixf^ lasb^ eod ia9yihit 

mS^ ■ ■ ♦ • V ■ . ; i-^ » » ? '^ !^ ; 1 1 . 4 ' 7 > 






' » « • 



it . • 



»■' , ( 



K J 


i 


i' y<il 


t; K^l 


"'.• 




h..::. 


\,'"U>'>X<'t 




■'.. 


: .r.' 


■.»?;i hfl/; 


^ 




:'^"1; ^V 


*^i » '^'!j 




' 


* * 


'•}^'}-r :. f 






. » 


-'"";>'.»• .'.»}) 


■ 




* 


'':'. r'.Sil 




• 


» 


•>ir 






« 


-•'f l'i>i 






.jj, , •..*■.' ^' 








i. ON THE /SUFFERINGS OP CHKISTj > > 
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" And he^ b.earing bis .cross, went forth into a l4ace (^ll^d 
' the place of a skull, whicli is called in the Hebrew Goi- 
■ ' ^btha ; "where they ctucified hiih and' twd otfeer witii* liim,' 
i on either side one, .and J^^ in the mld^." ^ '^'' > '^^^ 

:^ t- ■ \ •.•••.',.■.' ■.-. /-< ' . -. • ' I ,-M .;■»>' i)ii<» 
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' If there'be a scene above all atbers cakulated 
to awaken oinr <traderegt''emMioiis; and 'deepei^t' 
sympathies^ it is that so pathetically? descnfaied'm 
the gospel of this day. Here krihe description of 
an events stupendous beyond human conception, 
which made angels adore anid devils tremble. 
Here, through, a scene, of uproar, darkness, con- 
fusion, and horror, death was subdued^ and. tife 
and immortahty were brought to light. Here 
the convulsion of nature, the rending of rocks, the 
yawning of graves^ the darkness, and the earth-i 
quake^ were the awful harbingers of " righteous- 
ness and peace for evermore." 

The whole account of the Saviour's sufferings 
and death, from the period when he last supped 
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with his disciples, to the.moinentwh^^'',M^ 
his head and gave up the ghosts'^ pre^Mfxts. to cii|;r 
view a chain of jerepts. wlu^ t^ sci»feil;^:JiMlt:|iff 

excite ourliveliest interest, to caUfor^Qw4e^ 
affections, and to make "our hearts bum ^th» 
us" at the recollectioii of the agoni^ oi ^ dyij£^ 
Redeemer. We behold a piaa '' in whoni ; 4>I^ 
the fulofss of the Goidhead bodily,'' abandpne^c^tfi 
trial, to cojadenmatioa, ,to deaths; We behold: .^c^Wf 
God, who /'came down from Heaven to take,i|pf^ 
him oig: flesh," and to make siKtis£su:ition. f(^ ,^i|^rfh| 
'^ in order that they which live should npt t^pf>^ 
forward live unto themselvesi but nnto Hka wfeu^ 
died for them and rose again" — ^we behold a Beii^ 
perfect in his two natures of God and man, ^re^lj^ 
with more cruel insult than the most hwdepo^ 
guilt might expect from the mostsaviige' inhih 
manity. We behold a man '^ who thought it- pok 
robbery to be equal with God," whose da|^a , hoA 
been devoted to the interests of an outcast |WQpr|lii| 
bearing his cross to th^ memorable scene of ^)iitl 
execution^ and there '^ numbered with the. tmfgi^ 
gressors." We behold him who finally perid^4f 
in order to confirm 'Hhe entering in" of those yf\^ 
should properly ^* direct their going in the. way^ 
tortured and martyred by those very sinners ^^ 
whom he lived and died. - . : v 

When we remember what He wasj whp ]|^ 
consecrated and immortalized the name of Cal- 
vary by the sacred blood with which he dyed i^U^ 



Atet, where itffr ^M Hskt^V Tti^ikyiSiii %ycs^fd 




Mfl^e^ for ydu ! Can wie direct bw 'tKbt%m^' tb 
ah expiriiig Redeetnef^ suspended oh the dreiecdral 
faifltr^inent of hii^ ttetures ''for tw imd for otf 
sidv^ation/ streaming with the gore tfhat had g&tshcid 
fri^ali his wounded limbs/ and trickled fitim his 
punettifed temples^— ean we vieiiir Intti ' i^liiing 
under unutferable torment of body tmd an^;^^ 
ioid— H^an we hear the sad expression of his dyitig 
agonies, in Ins last mdmedts of bitter bereave- 
ment> ^Mjr God, ray God, why hast thou forsaken 
jUttT-' and fed no sentiments of tendeir distress; 
When we i^emetnber for whom all those i^nies 
were endured? How then c^an we cohtifhi6 in 
that' debasing vasialage to sin, from wfateh the 
Sariour ^^Bed to ransom us, when we know that we 
therein continually ^crucify afresh ''the Lord of 
Ide? Especially too, when we recall to mind how 
firdt in the garden of Gethsemane, for our offendes; 
^hoi drank the bitter dregs of the cup of trem* 
bKiig, and wrung them out^ when we remember 
the'scourge, the thorns, the spitting, the buffetingjsr, 
the mo^eries^ the revifings, the ndils, the thirst, 
and all the appalling details of the cross ? Can 
we trace this eventful scene through all its mag- 
nitude of horror, through all its melancholy gra- 
dations of suflering — ^a scene unparalleled in the 
annals of time, without feeling how jusliy we owe 

u 



our -wfeideiittflSee^fcions to fainv who ^^^.^ndjaced^isat^ 
coojtradiotion of siimers against bimsdtf,! andifiiialfy 
gave 1^ his ihestknaible life that we nughk^escqae 
deiith? ; Wkat a maroy ! He died^thsfc>t^el migUk 
Ivml GaB it be Gvec torgoiiesil: Me^ltnf^ 
it? He perished that ho might escape* deioifiidt 
Dtedi-Hiot the sioipl^ separatism; of mattncaBd 
spirit in the grave^ but that outer darknesa, wfa^R 
thei 'vrai]^gs>t)f the wicked ^hall be heard icmbteit; 
that exdusioo from light iandgldrjr.fiDJoyied hjiht 
'fjxxBt mad^ petfeet;".- that ;6QmTnunifwi r(witkf<iiie 
outcast from Heaven, in those - dwdfings QiisyijBm 
hsting groans ;8Bd tears, where:. tker^ shiifi betuD 
laoitigatioii, no end to torinent^for there^^tfar wtxBn 
dieth not, and the &re is/not quenchedrfl -^^ nuni 
Hie great events of theday, whiohi >iive THik 
eommemorate,'* fiiixiisb indeed matteiaUofi in«t 
solemn contemplation, and would to GoA thafcrti 
could excite those feelings which; they .odglitvtb 
awaken; that I could engage youc/thoughtji) to 
'^ those things.which belong unto your > peace;?.' that 
I could persuade you to Telinquish the .vapodtieKJof 
time and sense, and induce you '^ tonaiL them Id 
your Saviour's cross;" that I could ^ fix upoii^ybiiK 
hearts a just impression of 'that debt of >gratkbdd 
which you owe to him who paid your ranisomifnuil 
everlasting bondage. When I look at tl^ \last 
consequences derived to nmn from that gioeaifc tad 

■ • • ' • . • ' '.. . .■• : 'i. ■?' r. f4 " 

* Gdod Fridiiy,--K>n whicfa day ttritr serthoii wiis ^eadlied*^ 



j^oriour sacnificewhieh we Bxe m^senlbledk: ftoDrd M^ 
cblebrate; I.Eieem ta nnk midcfrntbe) a^^{Um{ii>r^ 
tance of'the subjert^ birt with tke divkie i^Ming 
i would endeavDiur neverthelesfirto awaKenini3nMi 
those inbpresoons which it K of all othens sdpoJmnri- 
faXky. oakulatod i;Q. excite'^ and m order to vtiiis^ let 
Usffnrdier consider^ >thesufiEbm^ oftChsist aobdibr 
whom he died*. . •*'>' ■;i^-,': .uu .i/irr- nu iu a. j'Y- 

All this wili probably :he^^ktd ilpoQiiby 
but as an oftt4old\tde»Hlt i^;th0W^ar^ certai^ 
subject of which we dovnot 6aiiRidli're<|Uir8ita;tifed 
any new views^ as to* have our faded' impTessi0nB'>of 
it renewed. In> fact, JB^(m ait svbjecte conpeetcd 
with our religion^ the* most 'ig&^rant 'Samagi tnd 
know enough fi>r the purposes >o(f«> elalvaticm^ aiidi }f 
they would only/ act .up to the extent of ^their 
knowledge5;there would be Qone lostr~''no, not 
one.*^ : We seldom err from» ignorance; ibut almost 
invariably agamstiibeconvictio&s^ of our hearts? 
and . no want of knowledge, can palliate wilful 
transgressiapw No ; true* Ghristian^ can be so^bar* 
barously ignorant as not to be generally acqoainti^ 
ed with the purpose of jour Saviour's incarnation 
and death. We all know why t we assemble here 
to-day; would to God that weonly^feltin propov^ 
tion to what we know t ' ' r :- i-n 

I proposed to consider further' the suffiBrings 
and death of. Christ. . Let ua come to particulars; 
'' He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief/ it may be aknost said from the moment 

u2 



when/* his i«|;a]r<rfhone, in 4b#r|ea9t^7 Uf ^tlmt ?$^f^ 
'^the,.gr9Meft ^4|(rQ aip their deaii? to ?wdqwa^i|# 

agonies of^jwimcritcd inflictioiu, Wq. -behold rJW* 

ei^ter it:h« Itrorld ^mid poverty and fd^atifaMiw^ 
staldei jf^ ^s l|irtb*place^ a maoger hisicra^y^^i^pfi 
proHiablyn^Ti^WfbisMfaed* UjdAU *he period ww.h«p| 
iii$..;<ui^8j(igr^i^Wim^e4 he was i^u^ject. wf^9f}m 
|«irw^;>ftn^.W.thay W4«ebutin indigent (jircftnir 
sU^es, jit isriiioDe tibai^ probable that he. passed 
hin y^thwapdd; laboiur^ l^tud^hip^ and pri¥a.^OU- 
Bttidng;,^^ eai:lier years h^ is only x>nce introduigfd 
t^:m -^flitting in the midst of th^ doctc^s^/bqtlii 
bf £|Ti^-l^^^ ^<^ asking them {]^es1aons,? .wb^ 
*' all th^t beMrd him w^r^ astoin/sbed at hk un^^ 
standing and lanswers.** When be itppeairSr:be^<p 
us in the ;b'an0cendaat character of a?teaGhiiFis^«|; 
from God and lus his only begotten fSon^ wbkkttiriis 
audibly proclaimed by a voice from Heafcao^ at J^ 
baptism^ we find that he. had not ff ^beri^.to.^y 
his bead." He was exposed to the sever^t 4U|sim)j^ 
of the Tempter^ over which he > triunapbed . ;^ .^ 
confiision of his adversary, "wben ^^ angels eain^fai^ 
nUQi8tter€(d unto him." He appears to ^hatre bie^ 
indebted to the charity of his disciples for tha^f e^y 
i|/3ces§^arie8 of existence; for though all the powers 
c^ JOfi^ure w^e under his control^ andbe iCQul^ 
hai^/^ i^i^numded the stones'" of the wild^ic?^^ 
f to be jDade! breads'' still be worked no mkaciA^p; 
imiiik^ 9YfSh advaxKtag^ : they .were jbH wtwj^l^i^ 



iftiftsively for the betiisfit of tttoikfnd,- • He was 
tebeived with conteifrpt aridsrevttiiigi^ by the^v&st 
majority 'of = those' to whibm he preacS^ed ''^^ie »giad 
tidkigs of'ihe gospel of peace;"* Eveii hte H^teles 
drew down upon him opprobrium^ instdt^ ahd pieril. 
The \€ty lepers whom he cleansed fcurfted- Irwn 
Mm with unthanklulness and ingratitude.'' Whilst 
iBVen devils recognhsed his af&thdrity/4f»eti^ denied 
and blasphemed him. He was' tailed as tih^asso- 
ciate of evil spirits^ aeciised^ of bfeing -A-i^wine- 
bibber, and a friend 6f puWieaiistthd'^siAtierfi*^ 
iHe was constantly^ 4ieset by the moi^ tmplac^Ble 
enemies, his comforts interrupted, Sand his Safety 
endangered. His life was perpetually ii^sd^d by 
secret craft or public accusation. His days were 
btie uniform ccMirse of fatigues, perplexities, and 
troublei», exhibited in the harassing exercise of an 
arduous and perilous ministry. To him, indeed, 
-the words of the Patriarch may be truly applied: 
'*he wa» not in safety, neither had he rest, neither 
was he quiet, yet trouble camci* And at the 
closing scene of his eventful life he endured — and 
tmdei^What unutteraMe agonies did he endure it !-^ 
that wMdi was akme sufficient to satisfy the divine 
Justice. 

Here indeed it is, at the termination of hils 
career, that he appears most truly * '^ a man of 
sorrows." The vast load of human guilt which 
for us he so patiently bore and so signally exjnated, 
i^pyefised his soul and made him ^ sweat great 



<lrbpi» itf blood;*^ 'Tim 6<»rt]p<Sln^el^ setacteA'forjtfei^ 
(service of the last few days, have brought'^ faim 
IsfdoT^ n» with >^th6 chaBtisomeiife t)f ^r ^ ^lekce 
«{>oii hiimi^ Bat besides ^the mifferingiiiJto^ wUidkoI 
hlKvi^abeadf ^verted^wehato seen^Mh^ Ibetmjfed 
%^i(Aid 4kM^lei demed by anat^p/ andyfixbakcn 
df ^ ^^He looked for ^me to have fdty»,^ biii 
llkm^ I wa^ao man;; neitfaer/firand' > W ^^ 'tb^^ionD- 
^MiiJiiiiw'^/ ybid let tt» imagine hoW'di^^ 40^ 
tjC^vj^r^^s^ml muit^dia^ i>eea augmented^ «t Wib- 
ft^ssing^lb^^es^tioti of those witii ^hc»a he rhad 
KOi ^>i^ Unter (^a^ged the^ «o<»al ^nd^aipni^titft ^^ 
^fMaSiidhip^^aiid ;whom he had sas^naUy <^oBen M 
tiie^fj^r^pagators^^^fi'his gospieL ^At die hwvfiidf 
^MElretoiCy t^ be desertcid by those we lor^ mmA, 
i|&)^vjflB^y '^iroumst9ii»ce8> be a eevem vtrM;> but 
^iH^i'^iter^^e^^ies of obUgaldi^n w$i«i' sq^ strcoigt, 
{lie si^refity was no doubt infinitely -aggirai'Vted. 
That^his ' enenues should^ have' been l49fcid4iiidieir 
dametur^ against ^ him»' vfM not sut^sing ": he. 4^ 
^blioly rebuked^ * them,fj and^ thus elc^edU their 
iiuqmties to :^e t* epiroadies of the good; btrt ^hiat 
^ beloved disciple should havef liai^etionedy as itwere, 
^erfsiwage hostiMty of his^ ^adversaries bjr ir bit;^ 
^ileiiiid> must indeed have been an additi^mbl 
^Hfski^im of bitter aangi&^h to the' already a^gcmlsed 
^^dMmer. Here, neverthelesis^ in : the midst -^ of 
feii* ^'>i^idffi5ring»i how traascendently tvas^ C!hris^ 
I&vte' ' "dii^btyed ! ^ He reprobehed the delinquetit 

bf^look^ t He did «in hd Miseeast 




hitn out>? but aoeepted liis; «^ontritiot)< and h^ 
tears*--' ''- • .■ ■ V- •,,« •■,- 

' <CN^! that we would but love Christ a^ ^ lias 
lo^ed: us, of whk& he has* recorded $o stupendous 
bffooit .We should not then regard : his Counsi^ 
ao lightly as we do. « Sui^Iy r^ afiaetion fm the 
Saviour of sinners > would anitnate ouir ^endeiltours 
toi do his blessed will^ who made u^v^^heirs^f 6k>d» 
andi^^^t ^heirs'' with himself; and? if we leelttd 
mal atfiection £&t him, we can have ^' neither^ {>art 
32or Ibt^ in that expiatory sacrifice to fwhich he 
(submitted for the salvation of us all« If he i^ere 
in our hearts^ we could not fttil to glorify hintb both 
f^/inoiir bodies and in our spirits which am W^^-^- 
his* at the price of bloody of agony, 4>f deatfau* Could 
his regard for a race of erring creature^ have been 
mcure- signally displaycid, than by- the sufferings 
ivhich he endured to save them &om an eternity 
oC:iinfliction ? ^'Greater! love hath no man than 
itbj^y that a man lay down ' his life for his friends f 
but* the Sa^ur went beyoiidi this, he laid it down 
nlso fotr his enemies, for those who did despite unto 
him as well as for those who do so now* It was 
not to procUf e any advantage to himself that he 
idled* He was the only loser, the gain was all 
•ours. He reaped no benefit from the sacrifice^ but 
i we- are put by it in a condition to reap the harvest 
uof letemal life. To lnm< there could be no advan- 
tage derived, for how ean^ the salvation of sinners 
.benefit him who has aU perfeotion witfain 



^fei.a•>^J^J^> feP Vwewfti kjllwjpity he jwd^naaA 
"»»7iJI?b^ ^ frere,juideri,sfSitenipe (^:i^t9rtebt&igi 

J. 

9Cf;i?e«ls«^jfiWpa w^rliiirti% w^^whm^ b^piwflR) 

hfjcpftft^r §J?out .^^ H9»aima.ip..^b^ l|igh^tlua©diift{ 
up tlieir Yowes, in i^ i?p^^^ c^. ^ft he^v^yisandY/ 
t^^3^^4io glorifyjhU^ >YtM) p^^es th^^iow>Q)o«ftofej 

raf^^^e^ h^ tifi^ dmm or^ ; of on? fiplhiiip^ ^n 

j^i^j^^l?^^ thatweBhoiJdcani^r^WB^ 

paj|^9pJl^|jrJ^ whom Ghxigft dfed. He:4i^^4bl^idtejl 
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andv ad<»^ "^Idiil, Imt^-i^erthetesi^iiMf often eict ki 
lhougli>v^ ^'•cotinMdithe ^oodi!^ the ct^enaiit^ 

sieowged; iind' dltidly ^idkd to - that • ^s^' idp6ti 

^mttqr^sy the ixirrupt^deseeiidaiivte^^'tlk^ 
byi timisgresdioti fell^ frMl" $;h^ sta«^ «f >it(AtdK^ce 
for Twhich «h^ and theit^ ^tbiitf 4ett oiS^ii^edfy 
defiigned ;%h6 raiiiMy ^dimtted sin ititb^ fhe^Vvbiltl',' 
amd <' deaith by i^n**; who tmve¥i^'t1i^'dS^I%i^^f 
Bvovidenee hy a during ^ct of t]*tosgteiiRddn>'1[9iW^ 
jtsBtly hieurring asid^ etitaiMng vip([iii iSb^ "de^^^^* 
datits> to the • reitotedt generation, thcf^^i^ill^ 'of ^ 
eternal death. He died ^arteelof %eifr^^^6 
are* now contimiaUy tebeHing againsrt^ him; tMd iYnier '' 
rendering void the * mighty feflbrt ^hidi he ' madie* 
to save them.' vl repeat it, he* ^died fbr iis, afrd ' 
what are we? • • Let every one tttiswer ^ie ques^oh 
tci'jhis pw» hettrt; What rttturnr We we nMie^ ' 
for this eo{ide0oensiM,thidiher^^ti^ WAW ' 

has -Teqmted it as he ought"; 'Who has requited iff 
as^te GOuld? Where iir the Ghristiatt now t)efore 
me^ ^a<)%ouhl be bold enough to dome forward' ^ 
attd ppMounce^^It is^ I? ' HaVeany of ^s cbiife' 6tn^ 
best to show a becoming sense of what the Re^"^ 
deemer Ym endui^ foir' us ? Uei hofthe ^tcl^- 
lediohs of self^^Iove disguise the tiihi^ekloin'e Itti^hV*^^ 
Weiare, ihe verybest of tis,buttfiii*rfeWe dntf6ftf ^^ 
an4tf'«hi» eh«raeter ' wit apply ib t^ be^, *^ ^^^*^^^ 
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Mrmli miiinigiHig^ sludl we convey sn^ ^a^iequate 
idea^of tte worsts ' ^ I was ^shapen ^in widDedneeiri 
toi inltiti liath my mother conceived viud4^\ r-Ttik 
deeittication '-. of' the Psalmist is univevsally ^ a^ttea^ 
ble^iMmkihd; and we but too prevafentljr ^4iw 
ounporopagfirtionj irom a coirupted «tock^ f^&jftJl^v^ 
mmtit ikr'jiist man upon eartiivtiiatdoeth good i and 
ffliJiwtU'ncyt'' r. ■ .'•,■: . .::• .-a- -rui' 

fuiAl|E»^iwhat^ert36n8 do we iinake to ^^Qehfrom 
the'wratktot icome^'! after ail that the ISa^iootir iuu 
imdeigtmein] order do brdeik down Ihose batrierB 
«tfaiehnohitrtictod oor passage to immortal idisst 
$iS»feexefftiQinBda^weinake.to Center in at the strait 
gate/'' which; alone can lead us^' into' all iipeaod^" 
4nd/ thiough^faidi aU the lighteous of every iiation 
aoderi' HeBveh>' who have ^ fini^bed liheir eomrse/ 
have ahreadytpassed before us? We all stand iia 
need of much ^piritnalamprovement Our rights 
eusness isifar less prevailing than it should .be. We 
may; perhaps^ devote some portion df our time to 
Mim^who ^^ha8)redeemed us from the curse of die 
law/4iytakii^ our cursenpon himself; buttbis^&too 
oftea^done more from habit than from ^ndpleyby 
offering him the mere federal homage of obiigation, 
for. / aU die benefits f that he has heaped^ upon jm, 
rd&er ithan the willing obedience of an anxious 
and^afieetionate heart. Though we are ready 46 
aekxiG^ledge^our redemption through his hks^, 
wdmt willx ikk adcnowledgment be likely to benefit 
ii^ if'wibdoini^.dloiliii* <)^^ adraoiage 
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ofithe priyilegesiwhich it has secaared to us t In 
htm mBxxyoi the mowed disciples of ' the Uessed 
itms, is' there ^^ an evil heaart of tmbefiefr And 
}uyi^ many more arath^e who wear the.badg^ of 
^the household of £Euth^'* that are still only partial 
belienrers in those doctrines of their Christian :pro« 
C88sion> to which they outwardly subscribe I M:we 
suffer ihe ^'old leaven" to ferment and iswelllwitfain 
as^ which the Saviour has taught'us how/i'and 
oommonded us> to purge out^ how £an 'we beconie 
tiiiat ''new lump** which must be presented un- 
teamied to his acceptance, when he shall sit upon 
his: throne in judgment, or it: will be cast amoiig 
the refuse ? 

^ '■ When we survey die acttooas a»d habits of man- 
Mad, what do we behold? A war of passions, hos- 
tile feelings, clashing' in^rests^ conflicting pro- 
apects, crossed hopes, angry diaappomtments, and 
all those 'Various excitements to which .the human 
heart is iso lamentably prone, distmrbing the moral 
economy of nature, and oonfbunding.all the nobler 
quafities of our being. .Where shaU we discover 
l^latlove betwieen man and man, which the gospel 
io unequivocally conmiands us to. entertain, and 
where is that love towards Gdd whidi engrosses the 
heart, and mind, and soul ? Do we not see pride, 
like, a sweeping torrent, * overbear all those virtues 
wfai^ reli^on imposes upon the devout spirit? 
Do we not see envy, strife, and hatred, prao- 
tising their, mischiefe everywhere around us ? Do 



dbvoad at niKOindky, and tK^tbifHig t}^k"lii6i!it^6iii 
before i»t;^ Do we not ddUy wittiess G^d'^ w6rk 
proftuied^ his perBoti insidted, his r^gidti tlbui^ 
his precepts scorned, his laws infifeig^, aftd *lfli 
a^er l»raTed? These are, havte long bee«i, knd 
pix)bably^ill'long continue to be^; the *^ sigite^6f 
tbe^times.*^ • rWhey must be common to tfte eipM 
mnce' of us ^IL ■. .. ^^au 

- Swb we they ^o hftve soiik to be savt^l^ "teliA 
tach ^ak^ they for whom Christ diedj He peri^bi^d 
fbr^sini^ef s> for the greatest as welP as the leiKSt,4f 
fiky &ormi't6 Mm with rent hearts and tepenltatft 
fi»nds. TWere is hope for all who cry to hint fti 
help, who seet salvation through his blood. . " Comfe; 
then, the spint and the bride say come; let hiiri 
that is athirst comiB, and whosoever will, let hiitt 
take the water of life freely.* ^ '* 

We have now considered the sufffering of C!hi^l5 
and for whom he died ; and whilst we think de^*f 
on these things, let us not forget, that he has eort^ 
manded us to commemorate his death. Upon this 
anniversary day of this great event, above all othertj 
we should naturally expect to see his altar thrchfi^ieid 
with anxious suppliants, seeking reconciMationwilh 
their Saviour, and eag^ to participate in hid 
feast of grace. I have said much, on former oeca^ 
sidiis, upon ihe importance of this solemn service? i 
I, therefore, tieed say the less on it now. Bat; 
whatev^ nmy be thought by some of th^ ne^^ 



Jieqt pi^ f^sefllii^lly iComWned witli theKfet0rMjfe(int 

;,,.{ 49 Qot expect that my om .who has babitofiU]!; 
I^Qjied his back, «pon th^' altar Qf|iii9fSai^iHri<tQn 
the yariousf anniy^saries of his^ deaith> at ^hiehf h6 
may have been present^ will be inducod by $iiy thisg 
tb^ amy be now urged to coooe to tlw bteesiogli of 
hi^.holy communioiu Ha would^ bowey^ry.do m^lk 
to ren^mber^ d^t to neglect the eac^am^^ js itd 
u^jbct his salvation; and that.toi covoi^itoviiih 
table, upoin which the memoriab of tl^ sa€$ii6iQ9 
made vby his crucified .B^d6e^ler; for^ the stflvatiott 
of him and all mirnkjaad^will be laid for thq; benefit 
qf: all^ yrho ace disposed to . partake of them^ is tbe 
best way to wean him from tli^ perijbus habit8,4of 
sipj, 4ii4i hring ima iQto f^the nurture ^md admoni- 
tion of th^ .Lord^" Christ invites: you ; firom hia 
cross tO'Celisbcate the pangs whidi he endured- upon 
it { for : you. At this very time, upon the- memory 
abl^ 4ay to which our thoughts have been nowi 
r^pail^dt he was hanging upon that cross m agony 
^1^ in death. Look at him there 1 Behold him 
nailed to- the fatal beam; see it ^rec^ed wfaSe he is 
suspended, upon it a monument at once i)f dlvinei 
justice and of omnipotent mercy ! Mark him, writht", 
ing in the last struggles of his mortal conflict 1 
His tongue and lips are parched with a raging 
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thirsty fiuperinduoed by ihf 8ev6rit]r^ftiatonn«iifil^ 
the blood distils bom Us^ wounded meniberS'; itbfe 
sinews carack ; bakeries with a loud voice, ^axid 
gives up the ghost." Think of these agonies en- 
dured for you! Recur to all which the-^semicQs 
of the pakt week have presented to your midydi^ 
and if you can then: resolve to turn from bis holf 
table — " I know not what manner of spijrit yie we 
of.** 

There is more, consolation derived to us from one 
sincere act of devotion at Christ's altar, than in all 
the mere habitual devotions of a whole life, where 
the heart is not interested. There can be no vital 
religion where its most solemn offices are slighted, 
and where only its less momentous oUigations are 
attended to. The sacrament, however we may 
seek to evade its claims upon us, is a solemn, essen* 
tial, and indispensable duty. A memorial appoint- 
ed by the Saviour, under circumstances of such 
affecting interest to us all, cannot be evaded with- 
out neglecting the express command of that Sa^ 
viour, '* Do this in remembrance of me." And let 
it be borne in mind, that this is not a request which 
we may either comply with or refuse, but a specific 
injunction. To neglect an injunction, so solemnly 
and so signally given by the Lord God of our sal- 
vation, is to ** do despite to the spirit of grace f and 
suffer me to remind you, that it was to such the 
awfiil words of Christ himself were applied — 
" how shall they escape the damnation of Hell T 



THE SUFFERINGS OF OHRI&T. SOS 

This is a most important question to^ xis alL 
Let us endeavour so to conduct ourselves heri, 
that the horrors to which it points^ shall not be 
realized to us hereafter. ^* Christ, our passover, 
is sacrificed for nsi let us, therefcxre^ keep the 
feast, not with the leaven of malice and wicked^ 
iiess, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity 
andtruthr ^ 
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SERMON XX. 



OUR REDEMPTION BY CHRIST. 



Galatiams, II, 19, SO. 

** For 1 through the law, am dead to the law, that I might 
live unto God. I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless, 
I live ; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me : and the life 
which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me." 



St. Paul having, in this chapter^ related to the 
Galatians the circumstance respecting his reprov- 
ing Peter, for separating himself from the gentUes, 
gives them a short account of what he said upon 
that occasion, on the true doctrine of the gospel, 
concerning the justification of sinners. What the 
Apostle, in the words before us, declared to be 
true of himself, is equally true of all Christians ; 
as we shall readily perceive by considering the 
doctrine which they were designed to explain. 

We all know that, according to the conditions of 
the first covenant between God and man, death 
was to be the penalty of transgression, immortal 
life in Heaven the due and merited reward of obe- 
dience. The condition was a simple one, easy to 

X 
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h6 ohmtveA, and^ because it waa so easy^ the pii^ 
mshfneiftt attached to the Tiolatioii of it was justlj* 
severe. That law wluch could ^ not refuse the re^ 
ward' of obedience, could neither withhold tfaei 
punishment of disobedience ; for ^^ God is not a 
mail, ihat he should lief and, therefore, the t^ms 
of the first corenant, proposed and ratified by 
Omniscience, ''with whom is no variableness>aeitber 
idiadow of turmng,** became as immutable aa» thB 
Being who framed them* As all the po^tepit^<of 
HxbuH'iii involved in the sad consequences erf his 
infirdction of the covenant entered inta betweeb 
God and him in Paradise — ^becaus^ being derived 
from his body, of which we have been begoj^ten, 
tve are necessarily partakers of his corruptixm-^y 
his breaking the law^ we have all dkd^ that bi 'Mb 
have aU become liable to deai^, by iti curse^ Omk 
cdbedience can never now be perfect, becatfese it ein 
never do:away with the guilt of a breach of cove^ 
nant already incurred. Future obedience, however 
perfect, could never obliterate past transgiession'; 
so that, now, if we live under an imperfect stUte of 
obedience, we must live by^ the free gift-df Ood^ 
and not by law, which demands perfect obediencci; 
and this, in our present fallen state, is -impossibku 
Thus, then, it is, that we, ''through). the law, arc 
dead to the law, that we might live unto Gkid.'^' > 
The constructicm of this passagccf tibe textiis 
somewhat obscure. St. Paul, as I apprehend ^^ 
(means to .say, that,, through bredcing the hm^w^ 



ba^e 4ied' by laM^^^that i«>: w^htife iiicniri^^tl^ 
tegal penalty^ whieh is daath;: 60 thatrd^owifwiii 
can oidy Eve by ihe grace of God« Weihaye^seen 
thBt^iUnidber thefijfstcoTenant, the disobedieneeiictf 
man. challenged the penalty denounced agairtistiai} 
infraction of it; and whai this first law was violiAed 
^by the first law 1 shall of course be understood to 
mesm the law of God given in Paradise^tinieontira^ 
diMinction to that law ^ whidi M(asi piottiulgafbeditb 
the Israelites from Mount Sinai^-^'Wiien thii^firnt Jali 
was Tiolaiedr'the curse,^ wbiob was^ideath^ fi^Uoinhsd 
its violation ; so that manvrasthencefomad^dm 
V6ted to death, from whidihe had noi meads 'Of 
escaping, as he could not restore himself tec ^eidfeat 
intiooeQce^: having once been^ guilty. • The i«nrard 
of innocence otaldnotbe bestowed upon 'himyiBliiM 
far was no longer innocent; and there was nd 
ahernstive^r but that he should undergo the pu^ 
nishmbnt of guilt, or tlwt God tdiouM reverse fait 
decrees^ and thus sully fais perfections vntbincon^ 
mbdDfff: and' falsefaoo4« This .was utteirly isdom^ 
patflde with the Divine Naikurei- There «ould,. then; 
be no other possSite alternative but that maii shoiikl 
die^ since the penalty < of sin.faad been irreversibly 
aflsigiied».and was to be literally. paid; Ged^^hovh- 
ewr/m fab mercy^ provided tfae remedy in his SiMt, 
whorbeeame man, eventually paid the forfeit of his 
life for iis:aU> faecoming oiir substitute tmta deaths 
andcQunteiscted by;tiiisanemoiy)le saciifide those 
tertihle issues wlueli the eiAgle transgression df 

x2 



Adam bad iprbvcADed^ Hehas^rertor^d^lifi^^nrtbbfei^ 
iribi0^v«re('fdiead.iA treapasse^aiidtd 
fertOred tons by giface what wie hadt fwfeitedi fa^ 
Mansgressioa; Mid thvB, ^^t$ by t]Mr!pfi0D0e(a^;(C|Mt 
judgimnt oame upon all men io condbemjiatmii; 
•vVn sQvbj the righteousness of oiie^(4he fteerglft 
ftiimeiupim^aU mete unto justifioatiiiw o B{r 

J^iSQl, y^Woibbvi^' hemii redeemed from, ithe oui^Mrfof 
dmihf^^^ totvilig become 'faicairse fo* w.'-: ,,^ 
hw f 4N9wed U9i from death: ete^enal, aQd>p»r^b9s^ 
fpr'W>;the>i9leaiis. of salvatiw;; so that it now.^re^^ 
wibi<>wselves either: to remve the ^W9ge^^^0^f 
^9^Qh k ^th,---4hat is, eternal death.-fr^r 4i>>([|l^ 
iem ?^ Ae gift of God," whidi ^i ''eternal J!lfe.''^» vxtf 
J f^noe tte atonement made by Christ jfiHr th0>«li9i 
<yf the wholie world has beeniacceptod^bj^rioi^pj^ 
liierey as an equivalent for the peiMiteies^whi^jmiA 
had incurred by a breach of oovenajoktHM^thrhii^ 
Maker> we may be all sfnd to haveidied^iii' €l&rJSft 
inasmuch as he took upon hiix^elf.i|he''€itis;t)fjth^ 
^de human iBce> and expiated !thein^fupl% the 
oro^^ ^oduring in Ihs cmn person tliiie oor^fif^C^ijf^ 
law, and thereby absolving; us from the penaltif^vAi 
the blessed Jesus has, as our repfes^ntativiaiyidied^ 
4t has been shown, that we may be trulyf ^apd rt|# 
jia^e.died in him; and as he suffered by c^riic^ll^tM^ 
1^'Words of the.text most properly rc^Bei^eQtf^K 
Mif^bmoified with him." It is to be oba^nire^/fm 
order further to elucidate these words of the Apos- 
tle, that /f believers being cocuudered .a6 jxiembers 



0£ Chrilif s body; on' accbutiit of tfaedntiiiwtb mtidti 
which Subsists between them said' hkb^ ere9rjrthi% 
b&ppcming to hhn ii^vi^ Scri(>ttdre> said to liavt 
happened to theiiii. Tfau» l^e Jews are^ said to ^l»i 
'put to death in the body of Christ;' Ottn? old 
man'' is said to be 'icnicified with ChiristJ^ nWd 
we further declared to have 'died together 'i«(i& 
Ohirist;' to be 'bUned together #i<^4dm^b;i^ tal^ 
tkn ;' to be ' dead with ClH'istfro^ &b eh^^b 
b§ the world ;' to be ' risen with ^hrisi^^ ^^'^^ 
to be "^ circumcised with ChHiity on wliidilli6i^a&); 
behefers of all hatiohs are called the di'&cm^ijibtf. 
These^ and similar ' expressionism St.^ P&^ s^^U^Mb 
have taken gr^lat delight in^ becitiise ^fa^yi^^kc^^dl 
sensible that Christ becmtne matt; wai; ci^eumd^ 
ehldifled^ arid bliried/ and it)Se agaih IJo^ deliv^t tM 
from pumsfament^ tod to prociire for us a biessed 
iisburrection to immortality. MOfe especialljf ak 
Christf suffered^ we are said to have been' a<i^uatly 
ptft to death ihi him.*? ^ 

-'^'Thrnigh I be fcrucified with Christ,** says the 
A)^ostle,^^nev^i>theless I live, yet not I, but Christ 
hfveth in me.- St. Paul here signifies, that ahhough 
ita Christ We have all died, yet it iis *^the body ttf 
shi^ only that has perished. With himwehkVe 
ilhdergone ^'a death unto sin,"^ and through hidi 
ha^e obtained ^' a new birth unto righteotisiiess f 

^'fdr being by nature bom in sin, and the^ildren 

'J .' I ^, • '■ ■• . • ' ■ • ■ '^ >'. • * 

'^ '^t&ee Dr. Madm^hton Romans, Vn^' 4, notbli *^ 
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'^;Mt&tm, by dying in Um who tickle 'ifi#r«8nd^ 
tttiytef unto death, and are "^tiiaireby tn^de^^ 
bhifdrtii of grace.'' So Ait now, beiti^^«^g^ 
iMed; tibrough the death of the UstA'JemtB^^yfi^ 
IfVe, nbt as ^'children of wtafli'^ nnder thtjcteiri Af 
^ fow,lmt as children of righte6tiMi6S8'iiB!dLGdf^^ 
j^etof Otod. Ther^ore, thbi^h w^ h«Vef hbAi 
« ttrudified witfi' Christ/ we live f inasrfkiifa'ai^^e 
llate put bff the 'old man, to which' the^^^tottei^ 
^bti^al condemnation attached, atidlia¥iB''^ttfr'bn 
thettew, to whom the gift of G^ isT iih!bAi&«d 
'tiirdti^ faith m the Savioiir; /^ It is not, briiWJ+i*, 
*Wfe' tihat fivie;* continues tte inbpSred aiithd^' i>f ' crSr 
Ifeiti *'but Christ that Kveth m tuff for; 'a»' tie 
elsewhere affirms, it k ^Hethat workelihiti ud titfA 
i»> will and to do 6f his good pleasurei^'tt^t isj^ 
assists with his h61y spirit the operatioti' bJFoiir 
minds, when oar hearts are honestly disp6s^ tb'^rVe 
him ; and, by so assisting the minds of thbife'wik) 
have upright intentions towards him, h^ vMhs^ 
directs their actions. But, althcnigh he! d6ei} ' ^io 
direct them, yet, evien aniong thii bes* mefiV^idl 
must know and feel that hik direetic^sr ^6'^M tbo 
seldom followed. \ - '"V 

■ In SO' far then as we " live unto rightebttsues^," 
itnd this is the life spiritual which has ^lyeen t>b- 
tained for us by the death of the Redeelsohir lalime 
it has secured to us the means of so living — -I'si^y, 
ih ^oiar as we live unto righteousness; «i£t^'lf^''do 



8Qhj the i^peci^ operation of the holyi^rj|tit;w]Afa)g 
us, which he who wa9 eruci^Bcl for U3/ '' has sl^ 
abroad in our hearts ;T'— since> moreover,, the; JJply 
SjHrit oiily can render. us regenerate; andj»|iee}i|; 
ifr from Christ that he proceeds apyd. actuates^^^^ 
Christ may be said to live in us. For we.h^ve np 
spiritual life in oui^elyes^but what weei^oy thipugji 
him who f restored it to us by tkft saqri^e.^Dlhiw- 
selfy which secured us from spirituaL de^ftb upon 
our : acting up. to tbe conditions. iofojiu^r^se^^ 
covenant^ the covenant of grace, and a icovenant tpf 
most transc^daxit mercy.. As he has r^eemed WB 
unto himself, we ai^e all mo^ especi^y:>ui;46f.'r]^ 
government ; ; and to show th^ advantages, whi^ 
believes derive from tltat gov^mm^nt, ^ey aqe 
called his body, as being animated and directed by 
j^m^ merely by the influences of his spirit dwt^Uipg 
in them, and enabling them, to, mortify the deeds 
of the body. For, .*f if Christ be in you^ the body 
js.deadibecause of sin, but the j^irit i$ life beoausie 
of righteousness.'' Here the Apostle affords us 
the consolatory assurance, that although^ being 
sinners, ithe punishment of sin, which is d^ath, 
must, befall us, and so our bodies must perish and 
return to their original dust, which is the ..penalty 
due to. a breach of the first law, and inseparable 
irom it; still, that our souls shall live forever in 
a happy.and blessed existence,. as. the reward of 
our; return to Him wjho redeemed jthem from/ the 
bondage of. sin» in. the sincerity of a renewed and 



rigl lli O ttiflifc<w B^ Ae^i^i^'d^rfahitivvteubom 
iniquities be not in us^ we are excItidadfftaKi 4imi 
blesmgs^^f ltiiat<icovfln8Bti ofiigi^^ 
14^ ^Mtsblialur ''At^beveilt8^inti*il>ibie'jdweU4i2)(iiB^i 
uriiiplb imlch. deptadi upon -our dispdsiiabnil mjpiasnl 
^pmBg}J0\jt hMLitB to t^ ite>tli0ir fimif^i;)^* 

yitbixM baiFe Mi/paittmlttinynor heKin>^Us;)i wci 
cfiHiat bd '1)ane ivith .hisci aadihci'^^h us(f laitd^i 
c0WQqileirtfy»:i^e 4Wi haTfiino sliAre in dime fatocpill^' 
pfitaiH^tiki fididilch Ihet (has prorided^ bjrlib iatoxfteDenio 
fQ|r>Mimi^(&^ aU^aueh a84weUmiiim^taiid,^i¥ifNrfcoiitr» 
th€dr?'(ma;»lti^on by faith in Ms blood. }M43im^i 
bis4iif)u9vi^idiaU haye<^thiivcohsoiot|» i^idbaftibo^t^;^ 
i^Tftbafc 4b(fee impwe offeetioiij^ .wd:ddiures^%li 
iin^cli ji^: hUve baett vgotexned, wil <baTet>feea^dii 
tItetrtkyrannjK overiis ^ithat tbongb kve sbdilstijidiftj 
subject itomanyfttlingi and errars^ the^iieat'^^lxidyu 
of^^in^ wiU> nevertheless^ be. desti^oyed-imtlBaii^Ufi^^i f 
so that we shaU m>ibnger :sca:T^4t^^slar^8nl^eQti> 
tOiT^a imperious miister^ but shaU> ratb^ beidfiljr}! 
oocafflonnlly vanquished : by : It ; as by i sm ^mtixjkd 
vihom we ' are always^ anxious to res^ ^asid ideau'oUib i 
to ^waqvLet ; that there ;wiU be a coniiiiualr i^smtq 
tbn cl our reasoning powers> and ^ fised'xkfc^x^ii 
ntitoation- in our h^rts to strive to o^erewilfe'K^'' 
afed th## thcwigh we fell, it wiU be, mow -tharQi:^^ 
ow'^owa weakn^ss^ ini^autiousness/ oit irwsolution^J 
thypti f:^iQP;ailoye ^ sin, or from any desisentorteateij 
of ^IW pe^M^^ut/zeiigcyniente.'^^^ fo fim^etiae^pfcbafc/ 
ofcjGfeRltij ^[peUing in n$ iriiltb^ thii*f|iiiei jwreu 



I Vfe >cioitiet now to^h^ Itet membito tif ike ItffSH^i 
iwunelyi >^^ the ' Mfe' iwfaich L iu>w livcf «^ ttk^' Ifl^ikj i> 
live tf the irith irf the Son of Gadin^d Iwedl mbv 
and garre himsdtf for me." TRie life ^^chMw^novvij 
lite in -the bod^/Lafiter^^r<erQcifixie(n with Gkrist/^ 
isithat new life which w% ha^e obtamed bjii bdtig^) 
''ibuiidd wkh him by baptisms into deatlb^^i^birt^i^^ 
cdn imHy omitinue in '^is i]|ew>£fe lb]|r; £tdfiBi|^di»L| 
cdnditv^ns^ aB far flisah us lies^ of /tiiiil^ ftuth^ff^di^^ 
i$'e»}loinad us by Him whd m lov^^«is/itibtati^^ 
gkve himself up to ^deadi tor vib, io^^ee^ vt^^fmj&i 
th(e penalties of a hfoken toyeiaant; axtd^ib imibr^i 
ui^ to the privileges whidi had been f<ilfetlfedi b^-^ 
tnUii^res^on. Thtere must> however; b6 -'ist death i 
unto fein/' before there can be 5^ a new birth uwt^ ^ 
righteoiiiinfiesa.'' It i&oiot because: we hate underi^> 
gone/ as it were^ a spiriteial resuFrectionv by dyii^g»^ 
in? Christ, and redei^ng 4iiroagfa ^ him < a new life, iti^ >' 
bs^tism^ that .we< shall < oontinlie * in it. We ma^ i 
slali as certainly bring upon- cMiiselves the awM^ 
puniidimeat <^ eternal deathji as if the Redeemer ^ 
had' tiev^ died and^ man had never been jui^fied;ti 
'';Shall w«'eeiitinue in sin that gradsmay aboundi?;^^ 
GkKd fovbidr ^fbr the wages of sin is dtoth^ and*' 
that va» certainly now as during every past geners^^ 
tion:of'the world, and will be so, tts long lU tiler t 
wtndd endiures; The life whidi we live in Christie 
nuiit beqpiure^ ^iritiial, bdy ;- andwbete itimitoi' 



'yAese- dilracteristic inarktt of th^ 0|>^rftti9)tia Hof 

iCrodlEi gvMce, we may assiore oursdves that Jm 

abideft not in ua. The tenour o£ ourxlftYes mMt 

^ proceed and our adtions be directed^ by fiii^ in 

fjdiai dispenrnti^n which was i^ifeotcdi upon/ ^ the 

.«068,:wfaen the mightiest powers ctf nature boi^ 

testimonji to its awfbl consumnkation. : : : . i:, .- 

t'^ iW'C are to remember^ tliat, after ilie ^esiltlt^^of 

:fdie law had been paidy and .man was iredeein^d 

' fromrits cufsey the;Voice.of: inspiration ptroebmmed 

•to Ghristianst of the age in which it was ^eat fimA, 

( wid'toi those of every succeeding age unto tbercaid 

>of > timei a tru^li of tremendous in^)o(rtance'i — ^Ji 

ye ' live after the flesh, ye shall die ; butt if >|fe 

through the spirit do mortify the deeds o| the 

body^ ye i^aU Uve^^ So that now^ thoi^b^ through 

the atoning sacrifice of the Saviour, w^shi^i^ 

escaped from positive, we nevertheless havo: not 

escaped from possible condemnation. We hare, 

indeed, thereby avoided the punishmeiU; due tp;i|s 

from Adam's personal transgression, as p^rtakfrs 

of his &llen nature, but it does not theirefore 

necessarily follow, that we shall escape the ^pu^h- 

ment due to our own. We are answerable fin; i^ 

our own wilful deviations from rectitude, fin? all 

our perverse assumptions against the sacrc^ ti;i^|;|is 

of religion, and for all those evil works which ^tke 

Toice of the Deity has interdicted. We havQ aaot 

.actuary secured eternal salvation through j^ 

aoerita^ of ther Redeemer's death : we. ;hf^6 . iwpiy 



obteli^d < tlte means of gecnring it by the sinccate 
e^etd^ of imth^ and the consequent practice *6f 
good i?orks. The life then that we live in Christy 
is thftt jipiritnal existence which is secured to qs 
^ by the faith of the Son of God," that faith which 
waii; heralded by prophecy, confirmed by nurade, 
and sealed with the blood of its divine ifoundoD : 
fhatfaddi which is set before us in the gospel of 
file Saviour, and teaches us to lodk for salvation 
'^through the blood of the everlasting covenaxitr 
without (a sincere and practical belief in which, we 
can liave no lijfe in Christ here, and if we have no 
life in him h^e, we shall most assuredly have none 
hereafter, — ^for '^ he that believeth not, is con- 
demned already." ' 

The blessed Jesus has rescued mankind from a 
condemnation as terrible as univei'sal ; neither, 
therefore, ''is there salvation in any other ; for 
there is none other name under Heaven given 
ikmong men whereby we must be saved.^ As, in 
the woUds of tihe text, we have been ''crucified 
with him,** by that death, the " body of sin" has 
been slain within us ; if we then encourage its 
revival, and thus recall to life witUn ourselves that 
foui 'and deadly deformity which the Redeemer of 
mankind endured so much to destroy, we must 
forfeit the blessed privileges of redemption, and 
incur the ftill penalties of guilt — 'be shut out fircHn 
the Saviour^s intercession, excluded from all benefits 
of the atonement, aud abandoned to the same miser-^ 
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able pros{>ectB which must hdve vemaisijed >tofthe 
human race m dietr lapsed :coaditi<m> had the Rcm- 
deemer never descended from the throiie^ of bSa 
glory to brighten them. If we do not^istriY^J^tc^ 
dkktain the ^gift of God^'' which isetemdl .fifei .)>]F 
eradicating our evil desires^ by ^' doing the will J of 
God from the heart/ by '^ putting off the old udan 
with jhi9> deedsy* by caising our 'isbuls a spirittuil 
cesurrisctioii from the defilements of : sail to ^k$ 
pniitiea of righteousness^ how shall we expect to 
obtain life in the Saviour, whioh.akme leanivend^ 
uaico4ieirs with him in the glories of eternity:? If 
then we lead lliat life which shall endindur&ial 
justification and the enjoyment of eternal bliss; wd 
must '' live by the faith of the Son of 6od>i who 
loved us and gave himself for us." ' ^ i 

I have endeavoured to lay before you thoee 
doctrines which are perhaps somewhat ob3curely 
contained in the text, because they are of vital 
importance to us all. If, however, I have failed to 
make myself as intelligible as I could wish, I must 
seek my excuse in the difficulty of the subject, 
which comprises one of the greatest mysteries in 
religion — the mystery of the atonement. This is 
the foundation of our Christian faith, the key- 
stone of that arch upon which the sublime struc- 
ture of our religion rests ; and if it were not a 
mystery, if it were as intelligible as our own visi- 
ble existence, what faith could there be in believing 
it — ^if faith really be what St. Paul defines it, and 
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Qd^true Christian will vefntiure to dispute his author 
ritfv'^thesubrtaxioe of things hoped £cHr^ theevi-^ 
denize of things not seen"? It is the will of God 
that we should see, in this world, only as ^* through 
a^ glass, darkly ;" but let it never be forgotten^ th^ 
Although divine revelaticm be not always perfectly 
undetstood, the practical parts of religion^ our 
duties towards God and man, need no interpreta^ 
tito. This is intelligible to aU;asid whilst we 
endeavour to perform these respective duties iq 
th^ best of our p6wer, whatever difficulties may 
'sfeeiii to be opposed to our fedth, we shall still be> 
under the influence of God's holy spirit^ a '^^ «ndt 
fidthless, but believing." And that we may all 
attain and *^^ever hdid fast the blessed hope of 
everlasting life," endued with the dirine - f^ grace 
and heavenly benediction," may God, of his io^nite 
ixiercy> grant through Jesus Christ. 
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SERMON XXL 



ON THE INFLUENCE OF FALSE TEACHERS. 



St. Matthew, vii. 15. 

" Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves." 



We find Christ here warning his disciples 
against the influence of false teachers. His all- 
seeing eye, pervading ftiturity, saw what the malice 
of ungodly men would attempt against those who 
embraced the sublime doctrines which he preached, 
and knowing, moreover, the tendency of the human 
mind to error, he warned his followers, in terms of 
the most impressive admonition, to beware how 
they allowed themselves to be misled by deceitful 
instructors. This warning he designed should be 
perpetual, and it is, therefore, addressed to all 
Christians in every age of the world. 

The false teachers in the primitive christian 
church were numerous, and well instructed in all 
the arts of sophistical 'learning. They were, there- 
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fore^f but too successfill in corruptii^^ thp^ piure 
doctrines which the Saviour of the world had so 
mercifully promulgated^ and in sedudnff - m^m; 
from his simple but perfect worship ;-^ihivi^g,' 
under the mask of Christianity^ a speculative, rel;- 
gion^ which could adapt itself to all circumstai^cf^A 
and offer an easy atonement for every hvin^an 
infirmity ; a religion^ in shorty which was ^if t^er 
calculated to extenuate vice than to pronpipt^ 
virtue. , i 

A system of faiths which flatters the infirinitie8| 
of men^ and provides an agreeable remedj|r £^ainst| 
the penalties of sin^ will always be greedtily em*, 
braced by those who are not anxious to acauire. 
godly dispositions at the expense of saciifipjdg 
their sensual enjoyments. They have greater satii^- 
&ction at being justified on such easy terms; ^ipjL 
therefore^ a plausible declaimer^ who seeks for di^ 
ciples only among the profligate, will not.faUQf 
securing followers, if he can only bring them .toj 
assent to the seductive doctrine of universal XQXz 
punity for sin, and persuade them that good virorjki;, 
are not essential to salvation. Such were the ^r^ 
adopted by the first schismatics in the christiaa 
church; ''with lies they made the hearts of .the 
righteous sad, whom the Lord had not Qutde.ead; 
and strengthened the hands of the wicked^ thut he : 
should not return from his wicked way^ hy ppcy- 
mising him life." "Through covetousness, ydth 
feigned words, lliey made merchandize ^ of ^ their. 
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disciples : so that their religion was rather a mer- 
cenary traffic in the interests of this world, than a 
becoming preparation for the felicities of another^. 
The gnostic heresies, which almost immediately 
succeeded the death of Christy did incredible mis- 
chief, by confounding the smiplicity of the primi- 
tive worship with a number of crude but compli- 
cated theories, which reduced religion to a mere! 
recondite science, after our blessed Saviour had 
left it intelligible to every capacity. Those subtle 
but cloudy logicians dazzled the ignorant with the 
false lights of a barbarous and perplexing mys- 
ticism, in which were blended the mythic extrar 
vagancies of Pagan superstition with the piire 
doctrines of Christianity. They fed their deluded 
proselytes with ''meat* whicK their dull faculties 
were unable to digest, instead of " milk" ; thus 
corrupting their spiritual appetites with a new and 
unsalutary aliment, and rendering them anything 
but '' wise unto salvation.* " For when they spake 
great swelling Words of vanity, they allured through 
the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, 
those that were clean escaped from them that lived 

_ m 

in error. While they promised them liberty, they 
themselves were the servants of corruption: for 
of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he 
brought into bondage." 

Such were the false prophets of whom the 
Saviour bade his disciples beware. Such were tihA ' 
dangerous enenii^ against whoih Christiaiu^ 

Y 
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'tf^tcpntrnidtdiurhi^ tbaiearly rtagdB'cfitii^pvoipBdb 
/epml^fied with the whole ati^gr^h. of dtfad^agiiii 
yfffaid.i ; ;aQd *. yet how mgnsi wia 1 : if$^ triiiBi|ib, 
whpfii. opposed b;^ such foi!midahfe:'i>b8tacl0a^;iit 
ull^iixuit«ly^.hor)S down the ^u^e stmoturei^ ^ »fr 
d^tity imd^rror, cihaping ka i^nudual butnajorty; 
l^ifr9e!tQ;the;¥ory raoaotost x^gimmioi the>i€iafcdij 
jL^tftV t^9)eiaber that the inightiest ipoifors^dT 
hm^ao itit^eot : Mete i i^nployed to tsubv^f^lik^ 
Iff^^oft ^vhich> at the. first, had onlybom udm- 
C9|»d{ rby ft , few, unlettered ai^an^^ b^Jt 'f tvUiiih 
^a|Ly; obtained I a Qiost nignai triumph cOvj!^'^ 
VE^L^qfita powerful oppOi^^r All that {Adioflnidby 
bad ;taught^-«ll that It.'could taadl-r-^ Aa^ thr 
9Nqst I leamed> most bag^ous^ most asttite^ mmdi 
ix^uld ;f>ppoBe to it^ was lecofployed to flfaablet i^fym 
those impregiwble foundatiws upw l^hichitil^ 
been m iHl^lovably j^xed by iti; diijim^ antibtoi^ 
Threatenings^ tartureSf death* 5 Were is^ees$itd|r 
tiried^ but in vain^ to subdiAe tb!e patiiono^^ ftors^pt 
the integrity^ or weaken the faith ): oft it$ ffeaiSjf 
^Yocate^^ . Though heresies were enccmroged hl|f 
it& ioppoaers ; ; though sebisms ^retailed widitocoo 
qo^ultii^lij^ through the industi:^ of fal$e ssoibM 
terest^ teachers in th0 early stages^ of 4t$ rpi^ognt^ 
ita joltiii^at^ success against such aaiijEmg) uii|^diyi 
pents, attest^^ at cmce ite diyiae cxrigBi ;4ni4niim 
jffxttoi^le, im^ ; sinee no system of reli^on^ wictdN 
haci Q9t;de0ce9Qidedrfropi.aboye^<^ 
plet^^'^riw^E^p^toyer the .nnitod 0ppoi|itibWiiioS 
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the Jewish and Gentile world. In eplte of all the 
false prophets by whom it has been disturbed ; in 
defiance of all the enemies by which it has been 
encountered; notwithstanding the numerous here- 
sies by which it has been debased, it has neverthe- 
less existed in its purity for two thousand years, 
and like a mighty river that augments the body of 
its waters as it pursues its course, it still flows 
placidly onward through all the sundry changes of 
time, increasing its volume as it proceeds, and 
affording us just grounds, upon the faith of pro- 
phecy, to expect that all other religions, like so 
many tributary rills, will at length augment its 
current, until it finally flow in one universal stream 
into the illimitable ocean of eteniity : when the 
voices of the saints shall be heard in Heaven, 
saying, " Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and to the Lamb for ever and ever!" 

Such is the religion which we profess; but 
which even now, notwithstanding the splendour of 
its triumph over the powers of Hell and the vain 
assaults of infidehty, there are still found false 
teachers daring enough to assail. We must not 
imagine that our security is not to be shaken, 
because our fiiith has not yet been subdued. We 
cannot be aware of the strength of that fiiith until 
it has been tried. The skill of a subtle disputant 
or plausible gainsayer may weaken it, if we do not 
earnestly and constantly seek tlie divine grace to 




#itUiu ' K^we^griew thcJ holy ^i3rie^y»€k)*^liy 
fifi^Hij^ihk aolfeitetkmsvhe mi^ f» 

tbiiid^^har of !^incfe6d^ and* W6 %my mmfslAinU 

9ifliii[^dU>W6hri9i Jesuit that' tk^ A|>diftti^igli^ 
19^ (ltfqMQMllv6^> waiting; '^ be liot ' higbut^k^i^ 
%irt; ^^iW^i«hei^fot^,will it belMi^e^iM td^M^ld 
^>Qil^^ig!aatd ajgfdtist fidse ^phetg^^- ^^i aLinud 
B^x^t^(|ii%e^Me'whk!h fdse tidax$hef»^'iha^^bMift 
Q^r>«vieak<^«urtd enediiltfug iimdd/ is^suiSbi^nd/M^ 
Mr^nible iA the* ^eonf^dn ^^ndi disiiensibhs %fei^ 
tikey eaius^d among' die firi^t Ohrfotian ^56nim^^ 
nor will it astonii^h Ws, that e^en the puMiit ^<te^ 
ttirm should be ^rveirted to unholy pnt^posed;^^ 
that the disciptei^ ^f the only perfeet teaehev^tbat 
ever' appeared upon^^arthy i^hoiiM be*deludedi>fF0il 
the purity- of tt^ir^ religkms professioi^^ wh^n^ #6 
eohsicter how tnuoh less difficult k is ^o b<»ini^ 
the human' heart> than to fortify it* with the prmi 
diiptes <rf virtues Vice will always ret^iin her^ Mi^^ 
^ity of TOtaries'/ until the spiritual vieWs of^^tftah^ 
lind %ebbme more universally fixed ; iMiiil ^^^ 
{]^eii9iti€^ to sensuaMty decrease^ and thei)^ i heifi^ 
hekiofne^ Mimiated ■' with a love ' of' rigfatemiMesiil 
He who would persuade '^ a multitude to do^ON^^ 



\m mifkyi to ^fieouMge tbeiir sdfi^ jineUMl&»^ 
tp.iiAtiker tibeir Yimim and to fosteto ihabt ^M^^JfQQt 
tibpns, to oiULt^tiuate theii! foltie» ; and < tapplaud ^Kdif 
vice9> andi.hQ will eiMsily procure dis^pl^^^ b^^^Me^ 
in gen^aU i^n iwra jmore readily 4i$f>(^c}d ^M liftM** 
ito the encouragement of th^r pasaions^ ^ 9|ld^itl|^ 
p)^«6ure8^ thaa to ithe steniiinteritoittiii^n.pfi^l^feis 
mp^t agsreeaiUe tPtitheiJr feelings mdi ui^ej^eble 
£rC)pn th£dr^incUnfM^ion& But h^ wh^rjivoildfiii^fefil^ 
the loind to virtue, hasi mt^ck i moireii IpiatoMfll^le 
dilSculMes to eneo^nte^jilfe ha|l^vfre^Rtly^Jj(to 
oppose tb0; m0st yetoemenii excliteltaenti|5jf^ ii# 
human heart; toqccnbl^t oh^tin9te)P!$^di?e9Tb(|9 
rioot put false principles^ 4q Poriseot^ j^r^^^M^es 
long imdt £wdly cbedisibad <; ;tp ovefcoKisnP^ Ihof jib 
fl^ielfiee .i)f old wd tlstniiUfor hajbiti^} to ;4ttli^e 
stcong^ and influential incliiiationp; ;rr-i<i 3 shorti^) to 
draw) the niind in A direction cowt|ftry# j&^, UMsimmt 
partiJ^its n^tur^al tendeneyr-Hl^p altei:: perhaps it| 
whole ^frame and temper; atid thewfore it ife tlrtj 
the fa]«0 teacher will often ipeetwM^Qiof&'Snoeepu^ 
than the' truej because his idiffi^Ultias are }es& an4 
hk. pretension^) gf eater« s P^son^ 'pf thi^i cbaraptef 
have been most , expressively, described, 'by the 
Appstle^iasrff clouds without water carried^ abo^t 
of iwinds^ threes whose fruifc witherethji^^wice deadi 
phiokediup by .the roots ; raging^iK^av#fi Qf;^4 1^ 
foaming out thw. owuir *aa|e;; wi»d««ng .^twp 
to whom is reseirvedithe b]a€!JkneAa.p^j4a^ 



• 

disMfnkmte tiieir^ imhaUowed' dc^^ma^i ^d^i'tfat 
poiton of their principles fr^quendy <)|yeiMU:efii^iih^ 
sfecfn; even mflieii the dutwaid fiiatt seeni^^pwfecKfy 
ttiKX>rhi]^. : While they tesnmeth^ gicrb of «i^ 
dbtiiC^iMmuiatkm snd artifice fliiB the toeacbeitiitt 
mf^tsi wfaidh^e^' but ^foo^ often; atid tM «ub0«ili^ 
'ftAf !i4l^%t^-^otk; «o' iM^dncethe imumfT^^ ttHf 
m^ ^ jrtiAtictera bf fabehoed/and'^ Siii&ta^ili 
hit ^bdskbrodsy bot ^ain^ aedwiationk' of ttinifitpk 
<y^r trathi- They ^ ^m& to yod in^htefAi ^eldA^ 
4ttg;lMlt inwardly they- are ifaffebk^ wplt&Bfi^i^Vlm 
liHiitt'aro tl^ i^ly eonb;^^ the^«utf- 

t4ii^'%Meh i;hey do hi oorraptin^ the' weak* uml 
vieMnDiiahg^ the f^oftgate m th«^ ^e^ ^eougrai^t 
^Hiey change^ the tipvrth of 6od'4nto ii lid^ iutA 
If orship And derve the^ ^eatnre^ more ihnxk tlfe 
Cr^tor.'^ They practise upon the igneriuit^^irite 
the pasdond^ harden the hedrt> seai^ the conbdioiiiti^ 
and Mind the judgment. They render truth t«- 
pttlsive; by stripping her of her attriM^iona^and, 
atraying falsehood in this atturingdisgUBe^^dti^y 
to her temple a host of worshippers;^^ Thejr aii^ 
virtues which they never practise^ faaroadi {hp«MI- 
f^s? "which they never realize^ and {Mponai^fate 
doctrines in which they have no failfa. <'T)ii^ate 
tsv^ supptej phtu^Ucf insinuating^ and 'und<^ tile 
mjlsk' of integrity^ ^att^ the balefid ae^dB^ 4S 
misery and ruin. ■ t^^/^ 






iimm the jbriithi ifrom $ love of Gpii . aadr )9 i^^^ii^ 
to ida his iviU^ ia qpea and uridisgpi4^« il^ f4mM 

qiUate^ of >na quH>U^ to recoiicUeiC]^positi^^,tp 
Qbyia4iQ cliffictdties. iiiedoes ^<H^. a^^^ifu^l^ 
a4apt the^piwcipl^siof r^ligliow ^rtj^^ 

ihmi ^uare with^ the dapt]dQe^;^vrn99F^]^ei^^ 

d^Qpre^sed infinmties of itf^ advpf^l^gp^^^^^^^ ^er 
^jqm mthis prinoiples, moderate ind)\^t S(e^- 
til^ntfi^^^mple ia hisvYiewg^ iuAe^bl^ 4l): 9ppoi^^g 
wrongi; temp^mti^iijgiwipus^pGr^Kac^ 
mg hfauBelf to tbe jud^Epent ra(;hef .t^^«e|^tiqg;t;^e 
faBey, neither making tl^ passioi^ no; .djio^ s^asi- 
il^nUtieif of iiie hesfft aahservient to that cims^ ^wlpiefa 

tha mkd 19 JK>t fuUy prepcyred to ii^(^i^ 
a^owiu ^^T^tt8 it48 that the:;t^^^ teacher i» oftem 

disc^aisdi^d. aA too ai^^tettei an4; us^ccHapcoi^^ 
whilet ther ^^ false prophet^" fr4>v^ the lax moraUtj 
tvfaiQh^ jadyf)ioat^>;is received with eager welcome. 
/Thctidaogejcs to be apprehended, from these latter, 
laueifl^ DQ means ta be despised, nor should we 
«lUiiid too fSftst in our security against theny J3i^9e 
even amopg w, as ia the times of .tiie Apost^ 
ff there t be £ilse: teachers, who privily bring ,:in 
damnable heresies, denying the Leard thatib<Night 
thorny an4 b^ing Aipon themsdvq^sinft destruc- 
tion." 






^fler^j^aktvctf^thjB last :ceat»u^i.kii4»uBe{|^b^ 
4bg':^:C€fQikrj, to subvart tiie^ 4iiGQral^<iaiid|/£Sodal 
'^tf&^ ofthe w<Nrld> aUd ca^ 4ll <di»8Mi«f(%8 
^^ylliz^ "Creatored intO' tlie cheerless! glcNimi (of 
'^titttiifiil rdigion. We have upem the appalling 
<^(dS^i» ^ ef h0t tempwiny saoendmcf; 'ttttd^ itboa^^ 
^htirtlidifrttmiher pernicious elef ationi. abe atiU^bM- 
^tinui^ formidable, and is> aias J. but tooaeasdy 
^^siraied'fot' nxischiefr Buiope bas already wifaieBBdl, 
Yftayy.^ hasj^/lv^ough' the wide extent ^dfliir 
-dircuit^ iiiose niighty coavnkions in Ui& »OQjd 
world, the consequences of those >desperiites ^pdblb- 
-d^69 wUeh a hybrid j^iiosophy^ for; ai.'wiiile so 
• 4»ttcoesdUIy propagated./ ^ Many stiU liye- wlio 4kn 
r^dieet the fir%htftil horrors of « period^^wbeoi, 
tinder the cloak of freedom, the most waqtoii atrb- 
^mties were committed, which are to be« fodndxin 
the fumals of crime. Religion was foanii^d Jfirom 
the societies of the new, r^tnriners ; huoLBLTX^^ms 
their watch-word; and, mider tdie baonei^raflja 
mcmster which they consecrated with bisr name^aild 
'title, they gave way to all the ferocity of^ demons, 
«md tracked their footsteps in the merciless oamage 
' of 'those who subscribed not to their impious; eised. 
*i'^e vam and daring pretensions of . a hoBowj hut 
deJCtrcM^s philosophy superseded for a whB&,<^iiiong 
'^many /profligate and deluded men, the- abbeii {dic- 
tates of reason and religion. The sedttbti^e doc- 



Iiat9ra7£9r,'€nri^ ideey was si^fi ji^iQpKtoitit^fd i#^ 
gieed^y>ireGeiT!e4 /untd^^ infidelity jset^nodh.fb^NHilj^ 
triumplLr.upon Jihe ;)cuiM <^^ ^^d; jr^gk^ 

goterBmaDt iThe.Jseign of twror^^t iS' trm^^jiftfs 
fihort, ibut^ duriiig the melancholy, period of ii$8 
contiwiance>: th^* |u&t .eieera4)ioix9 of^ tjaije tiirt«iQi)s 
^ptti lalyished upbn ite.deaperfto 9upp0i1>^r9^» , In js 
nady iB^mOrable foe deeds of , atrocitj^i^^l^UAe 
6an never oUitentte from the i^is^&rd^i <)f jbtmyiAa 
tevcNQtsL They wUL ever, reolaiii a;Mgiialrmeimiia»l 
cfif ther.hoxrord.of unbeUefi-iand/proyfi iA p¥^ 
generation of maokind> that where there isf0<hi;$- 
ligdoa^ there can be no virtue.,. , : \: ijJio^/ 
Left US. recur, ta the words ci J^^ah ^fivli^t 
the. false prophets a]tU)ng the Jews. .^ By. fmmi^ 
and famine. shaUL these prophets be consumed^ a^d 
the people to whom they prophesy; shall be; caift oyit 
in the streets of Jerusalem^ becaiuse of the fawii^e 
and die. sword.; andathey iihaU have none to 
bury tfaem^ their. wiveSrO^n: theit sors^jok:^ tbeir 
daughters^ for I will pour > their wickedness, .^ppn 
themi:';. When we reeaU to. our reooUectioiis uihe 
end oif nearly all . the most sanguinary promote jof 
that raidi system of unbelief, whida for awhile ciPP- 
:vulsed a neighbouring kingdom, we might: be 
almost tempted to think, that there was. in thi$ir 
. £ite^ and that denounced against the false prophets, 
mth their. deluded adherents, something mc^e^Jian 
an accidental coincidence* i > ; > < 
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polUited France liias^bteBiW^^ mite f&!mm>n$ 
GoucB^ its laflEects f are stiU, visible^ ? and tha^i^l*!! 
deplorable e^nt^ among the tiling de^tendMiftar^ 
tiios6>wlH)i opened the fouatmiis of thatfr^weej^ifi^ 
torrent: — nay^ indeed, thesid sad eflfeete aiejtorbe 
tmcedrthMUghottt the niatton^ whose &ivoUtiei;) to 
gi/re timtnno harder oame, it ia but too oBfuch ^ the 
^MslBcinflaiiidii^'the more opulent ^classes o£ itl^^irf 
kingdom^ to admire and imitate.- ; . fhiv 

M'^k is<not to be assumed, because infidelity, ifr^at 
this 0iomeilt openlj professed by few, anld bcKJaiiae 
itis aow 00 generally exeerated, that itic^ thecei- 
£ore> not to be feared. ^ Let him that tibdnketih 
he^ staadeth take heed lest he £Edl;'% and wha[ is 
there that nlay not be induced l^ iSalse argumesits 
to^ renounce the truths unless the pure prindiplei 
of religion be deeply rooted in his mind and heari 7 
Equivocal belierers are always in danger of mdbib- 
ing the tenets of l^ose for whose talents tbay 
happen to have a high respect ; and, if these lattdr 
beunbelieyers, th^ authority in matters of fe^th 
and practice wUl be too a|^ to influence theiradr 
mirers, who, though they may not imbibe att^ wili^ 
neverdieless, be likely to imbibe many of the prin* 
eiples of their corrupters, especially if they have onee 
olldw^d themselyes to grow lax in the pursuit of ;re* 
%ion^ and where one false principle is admitted^ it 
is impossible to say how many may follow it. Sui^h 
principles, toQ^ can have all but one tendenoy^ for 



(^6f( wantonly p^rsidted m^can (mlydtoi^tkiieii^ay 
tOiWvetehedneBs and ru^': these- priiietplesimUii»t 
fallibly be the promotei^ of iniquity ; they will* en^ 
gender endleBS ^ffieuHies, ocmfusion^^ miseriesi f(sk 
*twi\ in^uity is as a^ twoedged' swoidj the wouadil 
wheiteof cannot be healedi* . ; ■ " ' • . .ru;l 

i If we once suffer ourseltes to Telia^i4ft'i6iir affi^ 
anee towards God/ from whom alonci ^^cometh oufi 
help an time of needv" onrown strength' will (be lia^ 
sufficient to secure ns against the iafineiieei tbf 
dO{dii«try ; and there are nev^r wanting thos^ v^ho 
would fed a malignant ddight in ^misleading -nil 
But '' I beseech you, brethren, mark them which 
oause divimons and offences contrary to the doo^ 
trine whk^ ye have learned, and avoid>^ them- {^ foi^ 
they are such as serve not . the Lord Jesix» Christy 
but, by good wordi^ and fair Eqpoeches deceive the 
hearts of the simple." 

' if veligion, as it really doeSj; afiS>rds us tbehigh^* 
est^ consolations which can be.' derived to man in 
this chequered existence,; if it alleviates our suflbr^ 
itigs, assuages our grief, reconciles us to calamity^ 
supports us under an adverse, and secures us £poaa 
the' dangers ^ a {nrosp^ous condition ; tf it exalts 
omr hopes, subdues our despair, promotes our jaya^ 
and corrects our sorrows ; if it dbarms our terrova 
at the prospect of death, awakens our fortitude, fotw 
tifies our patience, stifles our discontent, and esfea^ 
blishes peace within our bosoms ; if, in short, it be 
the only source of true happmess upon ^ai)th^ a^ 



i|i.iWiU ukiiMtdy he of e^rlastii^ , hupi^iii^nr in 
li^ymi yfkfA ^hall be said of those :profaiiaiMi4 
audacious theorists^ who^ under (be mask -^f yjsefd 
for tba . refonnalion of maokiiid^ wouldi neatraliiM 
those powerftil resouraes of the soul^umdeTiihcir 
temporal trials, and cut it off at once from, dtt its 
i^ndencies^ its consolations, and its hopes I r And# 
pf|i?h^^ in, eveiy religious community somet sud) 
impuji?e .memVeirs are to Jdo found^^but theyMim 
^' false apostles, deceitful workers, whose end AaSl 
hfi according to their works." ''They oometol^ou 
in , ^e^p's, clothings but inwardly th^y ve rM&mB^ 

il It is difficult to. account for the.malignantr-rfibe 
horrible emotions which sometimes »: agitate tlm 
human heart, ^rhen God is excluded from its a£Ree^ 
tions,.and it is made the idpt of its own wori^Mpi 
But that heart certainly betrays the most*. eaUoiiB 
indifference to the welfare of its kind# and,,atithd 
same time, the most daring rebellim i againstitbe 
supremacy of Heaven, which seeks rtp ^inYqlve San- 
other in its own impiety, and accumuittteuponitfe 
its ,own ^elfninflicted miseties. . Such> however^ i^ 
the depravity of human na^ire, when faUen into the^ 
excess of sin, that it is ever eager to. seduce otfaerfr 
iiftto guilt, and is best satisfied when it can involve: 
them in its own eternal, ruin. " Let no man,, then, 
deceive ypu with vain words, for, because of ;these 
tfaii\gs Cometh the wrath of God upon the ohihlTten 
of disobiedienpe*'' < 
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*i? We lirtfr^ifc- aft those in tbe? cSte^^^o^ fiilsfe 
ten^hefd, who would, under any ciifeumiitArtc^; 
dwtw us oflF from ^^that simpKbity which b frti 
ChttdtJ^ In out sodal intefrcotirse with mdi; W^ 
shall frfeqiieritty encounter the^ falde Jirophfet^, foi^ 
all dom^ under this* denbnnnationr who eiiit;oi!Hrag«f 
doubts agffins* ^ ihe authority of God^fr> i'ecidli^aeA 
Word,^iftnd W^JUld- "taint with' • th^^^ *dbuhte ihe 
nmids of those <^wh6se delight fe ifrthfe Ifiw^ of thfe 

^ Many -who [confess their Savibtii* ttt ' gfenfei^ali^ 
deny Inm in ^ p^ticularBy and tfiiiljt: theibselreil^ pr^ 
vileged to question what they only wish to cKs^ 
believe } '^bttt ye have not so learned Glirtst/ » If 
theare be a doubter now before me; let him^ pray 
earnestly to Gk)dto ^* help his unbelief," that his &ith 
may be established* His doubts will 6o6n subside^ 
if lie< devoutly seek the assistance of that Divinei 
Guide, which alone can spiritualize the corrupted 
heart and enMghteh the darkened understanding. 

: Thepieoepts of the gospel are inti^igiWe to evwy 
capacity. If we t^e them as our directors in the 
practice of our Uves, we shidl neither be shaken by the 
sojj^histries of presumptuous innovators, nor witlv- 
drawn from our allegiance to our Creator, by the 
scoffs of those who have ''lived without God in the 
wwld.** Let us call to mind the terrible denun** 
dation of the Apostle against perverters of th^ 
Christian Mtiu ''But, though we, or an angc^' 
from Heaven, preach any other gospel unto^ yotf 
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than that whieh we have preached unto you> Ipf 
him be accursed. As we said before^ so say I now 
again^ if any man preach any other gospel unto 
you than ye hare received^ let khn be accursed.'* 

May ''the Father of Mercies^ and God of ^ 
Comfort^** increase our devotions^ strengthen our 
fidth^ and bring us at lengthy through its justifyii^g 
influence^ into eternal communion with Him^ ''wl^o 
only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which 
no man can approach unto, whom no man hath seen 
nor can see; to whom, with the Son and Holy 
Ghost, be honour and power everlasting.r Amen T 
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ON THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER. 
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1 Thess. v. 17. ^ 



" Pray withoi;it ceasing." 
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It is evident that this injunction is not to be 
literally understood ; because, as we are enjoined 
other duties besides prayer , it is clear the Apostle 
never intended that our whole time should be en- 
gaged in this most important occupation. We are 
therefore to consider the words before us only as 
an exhortation to frequent, regular, and earnest 
prayer. We find that St. Luke, at the conclusion 
of his gospel, says of the disciples, from whose pre- 
sence Christ had just ascended into heaven — '' and 
they were continually in the temple praising and 
blessing God.** By which he simply signifies^ 
that they were constantly in the Lord's taber- 
nacle during the appointed seasons of devotion.* 



* See Whitby*8 note on the text. 
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They who uniformly observed the seasons of 
prayer, are said, in the expressive language of in- 
spiration, to ''pray continually, night and day ** : 
or, in other words, they constantly attended in the 
sanctuary during the time of the morning and 
evening sacrifice. Enough has been said to esta- 
blish the meaning of the text ; let us, therefore, 
proceed to consider the necessity of prayer, and 
the danger of neglecting it. 

Its efficacy is frequently exhibited in the sacred 
writings. I need only recall to your recollections 
the case of the prophet Daniel, who esteemed 
prayer to be so paramount an obligation, that the 
prospect of death, in the most appalling shape, 
could not deter him from ''kneeling upon his knees 
three times a day, and praying and giving thanks 
before God." The efficacy of his prayers will 
appear in that wonderful deliverance which, in the 
sequel, was extended to him, when the God, to 
whom he prayed, "shut the mouths of a den of 
hungry lions, so that they did not hurt him.** We 
are told, that Elijah "prayed earnestly, that it 
might not rain, and it rained not on the earth by 
the space of three years and six months ; and he 
prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the 
earth brought forth her fruit." We perceive in 
these instances, how fully the Apostle's declaration 
was confirmed, that "the effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much." Now, if the 
prayers of a righteous man are so signally regarded 
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by the Deity, it is evident, that thqy must, be well, 
pleasing to Him,; and whatever we can do that is 
well pleasing to Him, it must be our duty to.'pfei:- ' 
form. He does not, however, grant our petitions" 

OQly because we address them to Him, but, becausb ' 

. • • .' . . ' '. ■ •' ' (" J'-' 

we offer them up in the spuit, and after the man-' 
ner which he hasi prescribed, and, therefol^, apr; 
proves. "Ye shall call upon mei" says he, "and 
ye shall go and pray unto me, and 1 will hearken. * 
unto you; and ye shall seek nie, and find itvi when 
ye shall search for me with all your Keart.** Here, 
then, prayer is distinctly enjoined. Through prayer 
must we seek the Lord, and by prayer only can we ' 
find him. The neglect, therefore, on our parts, -to ■ 

do that which is manifestly agreeable to God, must * 

■ ■ ■ ' • ■ ■ ' ' • '•■■"' 

necessarily have an effect directly contrary to what 

a, punctual performance of that sacred obligation ' 
would produce. 

Prayer is the only becominjg^ mode of petition, 
ftom a being utterly dependent to one infinite 
in power and perfections. Our moral incapacity 
clearly establishes the necessity of. application to 
such a Being for "grace in time of need,** that we 
may. accomplish those good designs which our;; 
better reflections direct us to pursue. And how is 
such application to be made, but "by prayer and ' 
supplication of the spirit " ? The Lord God of our sal- 
vation expressly tells us — " ask, and it shall be given ' 
you," How, then, shall we^ expect to receive, if we 
do not ask ? Many, no doubt, are ready to affirm. 
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diattheydo a^ irequentfy^-^nay^unrelnttiingly^ pet 
receive not. But how hwe they aiked? Witi 
absent haartB> distracted mindft> and wa&dering 
thoughts; without fer?oar> widioat deycrtiaiu 
Hie who ^ays fervidly^ devoutly^ spiritually^ ediaU 
nceive '^the righteous man's reward*" God pro^ 
iiiiBes to such a gracious heariBg^and when did hit 
promise ever fail of its accomplishment ? ^' If any of 
yoH la<^ wisdom/* says St. James, ''let him ask of 
Godi that giveth to all men liberally^and upbmidetk 
not, and it shall be given him : but>let him ask in 
&ith^ nothing Wavering.'' Sincerity, intentness of 
mind, and devotion of heart, aie the true features 
of earnest prayer. Words are the mere signs b^ 
which we exhibit our thoughts. They can have 
no power of th^ns^es in propitiating the good 
will of Him to whom the most secret operations' of 
the mind are known; and, therefore, if our hearts 
unite not with our lips, in addressing the Deity, 
our petitions must ever be rejected, and our prayeis 
vnll become an abomination. 

'' In everytfiing," vmtes the Apoitle^ '*^r prayet 
and supplication with t^anksgivkig, let your re* 
quests be made known unto God." Hen^ the 
manner oi pn^i^ is d^nitively signified. We 
are io supplicate. Supplication supj^oses at ense 
liumility of spirit, earnestness of heart, and anceiitj 
of purpose. It supposes an ex^agemenit of the 
whole soul in the supplication made. No m^e 
form of wdrds, therefore, can constitute effectual 
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prayer. To be effectual, it muat be ffiitoere, it mugt 
be ardent It must combii^ and obncentrate our 
most fervid asjHrations. Let it be notedalso, that our 
prayers. are to be made with thanksgiying. Heate 
is another distinction, which imj^es an employmetrt 
of the whole beart, an absorption of the whole 
mind, in this reUgioua exercise. For thankagiviiig, 
where it is sincere — audit can be of AO avidi yih&ft 
it is not — elevates &e soul, occupies it, ^absorbs it. 
It frequently produces tins e£feet, even when offered 
to men, to whom we xtaliy can owe so little; much 
more, then, should it do so when ofifered to God, to 
whom our obligatiims are so mig^y and prevailing. 
Let us remember, too, that ^'He who knew no 
ski,'' but became the Saviour of a guilty w<Hid, 
constantly retired to pray ; t^t a daily pordon of 
his life was occupied in prayer ; that the whole of 
his public ministry was dedicated to ike service of 
God by tlie works which he wrou^t for the beott*- 
fit of man. He was spotless^ sinlesis, perfiset ; still 
he dedicated a large portion of his time to devotbn. 
Hia example, then, must be to us a sufficient ear- 
nest of its necessity. It will be obvious, ibat if He 
found it necessary to pray, it must be more aeces* 
sary for us to do so. And where shall we want an 
inducement tbua to address tiie fountaia of Kghi 
and life, when we are assumd, dutt ^he will 
regard the supplication of the destitute, and not 
despise their prayer" ? 

. And yet, how is this most in^rtant clnty aeg^* 

z2 
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lectedl How few are there among us who perform 
it as we should ! How few even among those who 
assemble here so especially under Godlsall-fieeiflig 
eye to o£fer Hiin their homage^ ^'sing praises to 
Him with understanding," giory in his;holy name, 
or ^' serve him with joyfulness T If I were to ask 
you for what purpose we are assembled here» you 
would ino doubt, readily confess,, that it is ^* to Mt 
up ovr faces unto God ;'' to praise Him in his holy 
tetnplfe, and declare our delight in him ; to wean 
our thougiits forawhile from the world and its temp^ 
tations, to acknowledge our sins, to bewail our in- 
firmities; to implore his pardon, and to suppUeate 
his grace* ^ You will allow, that we come here to 
renew our petitions to ''the author and finisher of 
our faith, Jesus Christ the righteous," for his advo^ 
cacy with the Father in our bdialf ; to prcNaoise in 
the public assembly of his worshippers ''to amend 
our lives according to his holy word ;". to oflfer 
unto Him the sacrifice of a contrite heart* Yoa 
wiU readily acknowledge, that we come here to 
pray ; and yet how do many, who come with that 
professed purpose, perform it? With heartless 
negligence, with lifeless apathy, with frigid indif- 
ference ! Shall I be far from the truth when I 
assert, that the public worship of our church is but 
too often scarcely better than a solemn pantomime? 
A service of action rather than of fervid aspiration; 
an offering of words rather than of thoughts, of 
outward forms than of holy purposes ? The ges- 
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tures of devotion are^ indeed^ assumed^ though the 
worshipper's heart. is frequently fixed anywhere but 
on his God. ^* God is not in all his thoughts/ per- 
haps occupies none of. them; and though: it maybe 
said of him, *^ behold he prayeth/* it is nothing 
more than that unmeaning ejaculation of '^ Lord, 
Lord," -with which Christ reproaches: those; Pha- 
risees who prayed rather to be "seen of men," than 
to /'have praise of God." But let the formalist 
consider, are not such prayers a mockery ?. Are 
l^ey not an insult: to ''the mighty Majesty on 
High"? Who caR think such worship worthy, the 
divine favour? It were better never to pray than 
to do it with coldness, indifference, or neglect. To 
neglect the Almighty altogether, is, if possible, less 
criminal than to mock Him with pretences. 

Suffer me to remind you, that simply "trieading 
the courts of the sanctuary," and joining in the forms 
of its worship, without an engagement of the heart 
to Him : who spiritually presides there, will avail 
nothing in securing his favour. There is no magic 
in the mere waUs of a church, to "break the bonds" 
of sin, to purify the soul, and bring it "without 
spot to God." It may, in truth, imbibe deeper 
stains of corruption within God's temple than out 
of it, where that temple is made the scene of 
unholy thoughts, hypocritical pretensions, worldly 
abstractions, and indecent irreverence ; where xeli* 
gion is made the cloak of vice, and hypocrisy lies 
bedded in the heart. For, although "God.heareth 
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They who unifonnly observed the seasons of 
prayer^ are said^ in the expressive language of in- 
spiration, to ''pray continually, night and day*: 
or, in other words, they constantly attended in the 
sanctuary during the time of the morning and 
evening sacrifice. Enough has been said to esta- 
blish the meaning of the text ; let us, therefore, 
proceed to consider the necessity of prayer, and 
the danger of neglecting it. 

Its efficacy is frequently exhibited in the sacred 
writings. I need only recall to your recollections 
the case of the prophet Daniel, who esteemed 
prayer to be so paramount an obligation, that the 
prospect of death, in the most appalling shape, 
could not deter him from ''kneeling upon his knees 
three times a day, and praying and giving thanks 
before God." The efficacy of his prayers will 
appear in that wonderful deliverance which, in tbe 
sequel, was extended to him, when the Godi^ to 
whom he prayed, "shut the mouths of a den dt 
hungry lions, so that they did not hurt him.* We 
are told, that Elijah "prayed earnestly, that it 
might not rain, and it rained not on the earthliy 
the space of three years and six monthis ; and )ie 
prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and iAie 
earth brought forth her fruit." We perceive m' 
these instances, how frilly the Apostle's declaratiah 
was confirmed, that "the effi^ctual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much." Now, if the 
prayers of a righteous man are so signally regarded 
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pHcate lus pardon? Shall we think that He will 
seek HA out- to make us ol^ects of fain especial 
favour, if we do not sefek Him in of der thai we 
may- become sot The consciousnessywhidi we 
cannot but feel^ of oiu^ manifold infirmities^ of our 
continual lapses from virtue, wouldi naturally urge 
us, <me should think, earnestly to pn^tiate the 
anger of thait mighty Being, whom we are so <»>n* 
stantly offeiiding, by humbling oui^idyes ddtly 
before IGm^ and beseeehing his^ forgiveness of our 
numerous miscarriages. If we neg^ct to do this, 
can we have any ground for supposing^ that ^^ though 
he bear with us long,'^he will nevertheless en- 
courage our indifference by overlooking our neg- 
ligence ; that he will drag us, as it were, to Heaven 
by violence, though we make no efforts to obtain 
a place there? No! we maybe assured that if 
we turn a deaf ear to his invitations, and refiise to 
" come unto Him that we may have life**-!— if we 
forbear to pray, to lift up our hearts as well as our 
voices unto him with praise and thanksgivings, he 
will ^^shut up his loving^kindness in dis^easure,'' 
and finally devote us to *^ the wrath to come." I 

I am sure they who are earnest in prayer need 
not be told, that it engenders those feelings vduch 
at once spiritualize the mind and purify the heart 
It; induces religious thoughts^ pious inclinations^ 
and devout resolved. It leads to moral habits and 
holy practices, without which the eternal inheri- 
tance will be forfeited, for '' faith without works is 
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dead/' and a dead feith can profit as nothing. To 
neglect^ then^ that which produces such essential 
means of ' salration^ must! be evidently at all times 
rash and perilous. *^ Blessed is the man, O Lord/' 
says the Psalmist^ '' whom thou choosest and 
causest to approach unto thee; for one day in thy 
courts is better than a thousand." If the man is 
blessed whom the Lord causes to a^ppHolKsb unto 
him in prayer; for by prater only cai» wd ap{]l^oach 
unto Him, then> by natural deduction^ is^ 1^ not 
blessed who does not approach Htm ; for assuredly 
that may £airly be presumed to ^cause the- reverse 
of a blessing, which is directly opposed to> what 
produces the blessing. If they are li^ssed who 
pray worthily, will any one deny that it is proper 
to pray ? and, unquestionably, in proportion as it 
is right to do so, it must be wrong not to do it ; 
but if it be wrong at all, it no doubt must be 
perUously wrong. 

The fact is, that he who forbears to pray, can 
have no just motive for such forbearance. Why 
then does he neglect so positive and paramount a 
duty ? Principally because it is irksome to with- 
draw his mind from his pleasures, and to fix it 
hal»tually upon his (rod. But will such a person 
be likely to do things acceptable to his Maker, ^ 
when he feels no desire, no anxiety to address his 
thoughts to Him? Never! And yet, in spite of 
the sinfulness of neglecting prayer, it is, neverthe- 
less, an omission which is regarded but v^h too 
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much isdifierence. Asd &tit, fmMfi priiy«r> 
wluoh is a most natural homage o£ the dapmdetA 
creature, towairds his Creator^ is very inwifficjeatly 
perfbrmecL In the mornings when vre meikaligkt 
and lift, £rom the temporary sufl^nsion of^iali the 
fectdties of mind and body, what ao natural na to 
pour 4mt our hearts unto God> ''to scok hun, to 
rejoiee and he glad in him, and to magnify hia 
namcTt 'f;Bttbj;bow many neglect to do this 2 Aiee 
not their worldly interests first among thw* 
f&Hights, when they rise fr<Hn that bed of rest 
whidi, through God's mercy, has recruited their 
wearied bodies and harassed spirits 2 What are 
too often their reflections upon retiring to thw 
nightly repose ? In what pleasures they shall dis- 
sipate the morrow, or how it may be made to add 
to the gains of the preceding day. But let it not 
be forgotten, that these wanderings of the mind, 
these silent aspirations to the idols of the world, 
are recorded against us in that aw&l registry of 
human transgression, where all our most secret 
thoughts, words, and works are traced by the finger 
of Him *' from whom no secrets are hid/' to be 
produced, God oidy knows whether to oujr boa- 
fusion or triumph, at that period of univorsai ift- 
quisition, when we shall receive for '* the things 
done in the body accwding to that wq hftve done, 
whether it be good or whether it be evil." None 
of us, who are acquainted with our Bibles, can 
justly plead ignorance of the necessity of earjE^tr 
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ness in devotion. We ai« enjoined by^ 1^ Aposlie 
to'^prfty and mtix^MatJ* By thk latter temm^ 
we are instructed that ardour^ resolution^ energy^ 
are required in prayer: nay> the absence of these 
qualities will oidy aggravate our guilt; sinee what 
we perform outwardly with our tongues> wiE show 
at least our conviction of the necessity of what we 
neglect ^^ inwardly in our hearts'*? and to ^ 
against our convictions of what is rigkt^and neces- 
sary^ must be a presumptuous and perilous dariing. 
I have already noticed the neglieict of puiilac 
prayer, and shaU therefore conclude wHh a few 
words on the obligation of family prayer. Permit 
me to press upon your attention that all heads of 
families are in some degree responsible for the 
moral habitudes of those under their charge> as far 
as they have the means of improving them. It is 
at least thdr duty to give them every opportunity 
in their power of walking uprightly. And what 
can so directly tend to promote this desirable 
object, as directing their thoughts to those spiritual 
interests for which it so pressingly behoves us all 
to provide ? " Brethren, if any err from the truth, 
and one convert him, let him know that he which 
converteth the sinner from the error of his way, 
shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a mul- 
titude of sins." And surely one would imagine 
that this alone would be a sufficient inducement to 
family prayer, tending, as it must frequently do, to 
such a blessed effect. We shall do well to re- 
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collect, that in proportion as spiritual benefit 
would arise to any from the performance of family 
prayer, will be the sin of the head of that family 
who neglects it ; because, it is our duty to promote 
good where it is likely to arise ; to inculcate reli- 
gion where tiiere is a disposition to imbibe it ; — and 
if it be incumbent upon us to perform these 
duties, it must be criminal to n^lect them. We 
have now considered the necessity of prayer, and 
the danger of neglecting it, and I shall therefore 
quit the subject with pressing upon you the advice 
given in the text, to 5* pray without eeasiBg;** - 
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ON PHYSICAL GOOD AND EVIL. 
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Job, II. 10. 

** Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shdl we 
not receive evil ?'* 



You may remember that these were the words 
of the patriarch Job when writhing under the visi- 
tation of bodily sufferings such as it has rarely 
fallen to the lot of man to undergo ; and they 
propose a very pertinent inquiry to every human 
heart. In these words it is evident that good and 
evil are to be taken in their most limited^ not their 
general acceptation : the latter signifjdng physical^ 
as opposed to morale evil ; the former physical, as 
opposed to moral, good. 

That God is the source of all good, is nowhere 
a question. Whatever good, therefore, we enjoy 
must proceed from him, and however distant from 
the fountain we may drink of the stream, we 
must still go up to Him as its pure and eternal 
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spring. Let us not however infer, from the words 
before un, that he is also the source of eriL True 
it is, that '' great plagues remain for the ungodly, 
but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord, mercy 
embraceth him on every side.** That, as the Deity 
frequently dispenses blessings, so he also visits 
mankind with occasional penalties, which we de- 
nominate evils, is not to be denied ; it belongs to 
the economy of his moral government; for by these 
we are chastened ** unto the day of redemption." 
But then he merely permits evil, he did not ori- 
ginate it. From the rebel angel, '^ the fatl^i: (^ 
lies,'' it derived its origin ; and man by a breadi of 
covenant with his Maker admitted it into the world. 
The evil of suffering followed the evil of sin. Sin, 
therefore, amd not God, is the cause of iL Ai^ as 
infinite perfection cannot be the author of eon, so 
neither can it be the author of evil. '* O Lord God 
of oiu: fathers! art thou not God in heaven, 
where nothing impure can enter ? and in thine 
hand is there not power and might, so that none 
is able to withstand thee?" It is however the 
power to do good and the might to do justly, which 
alone belong to- God. Though the Almighty 
allows evil to prevail as a punishm^it for sin, it 
can be no more said to be derived from him than 
good from Satan, because the latter does not al- 
ways prevent the operation of good when this may 
happen to be in his power. 

In considering the Patriarch's question, we shall 
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treat of the good and evil there mentioned as em^- 
bracmg only those temporal pleasures and pains 
which accrue to man, during his imef journey to 
that land of everlasting rest, where good is uni- 
versal and the name of evil is unknown« 

Apt as we are to repine at our afflictions in this 
wwld, we should perhaps feel somewhat abashed 
at our folly if we did but soberly reflect that 
amidst all the numerous difficulties and troubles 
by which we are beset, we are ourselves the positive 
and sole cause of almost the whole of them. ^' After 
all that is come upon us for our evil deeds and for 
our great trespass, seeing that Gk)d has punished 
us less than our iniquities deserve, but has given 
us great deliverance" in the atonement which he 
has himself ofiered for our sins, should we not fall 
low on our knees to bless him for his mercy that 
we suffer so little, instead of grieving that we suffer 
so much ? Indeed, a very large proportion of the 
evils of this life m^ht be evaded if we would only 
adhere strictly to the discipline of religion, direct, 
ing our lives upon the rules laid down in holy writ. 
And if means have been furnished to us for miti^ 
gating at least, if not removing our afflictions, we 
can have no cause to be dissatisfied with our suffer-* 
ings, if we neglect to employ those means. If piety 
will not remove tribulations, it will at all events 
reconcile us to them; it will render us patient 
under them ; it will turn them to our account by 
taking from them lessons of resignaticm to the 
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divine will, and ai encouragement to better hopes in 
a better world ; it will cause them to direct our re- 
collections to what we are, and enable us to extract 
from them seeds that shall grow up and ripen into 
righteousness. Under the rough and.repulsive ves* 
ture of calamity there will ofiten be found many an 
infant virtue, which, fostered by the spare and bit- 
ter nutriment that she supplies, shall grow up 
into vigour and comeliness, and at length come 
forth, Uke '^ the polished comers of the temple," 
arrayed in the '^beauty of holiness," and fitted to 
take their everlasting station at '^ the right hand 
of the Majesty on High." 

We are generally but too unwilling to believe 
that we originate our own sufferings : a little re- 
flection, however, will make this obvious to us alL 
Is not our uneasiness of conscience to be traced 
to our want of piety ; our poverty often to extrar 
vagance, to wild speculations and unjustifiable 
schemes of profit ? Is not disease frequently the 
result of dissipation — ignorance, of idleness — and 
even death, of an over-scrupulous adherence to the 
fastidious, but alas ! criminal, laws of honour ? Do 
not many of our bodily infirmities arise from our 
excesses? May we not, for the most part, attri- 
bute insult to provocation, contempt to insolence, 
chastisement to slander, disgrace to depravity, and 
evil report to immoral practices ? Do we not in- 
variably reap from what we sow ? Tares can only 
produce tares. In short, all the evils of this life 
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have, more or less, their root in our own failings. 
What right, then, have nve to complain, more espe- 
cially too if we ([consider that " when we are judged, 
we are chastened of the Lord that we should not 
be condemned with the world '^ If the Almighty 
visits us with afflictions, who will say that he does 
not deserve them ? They, therefore, as naturally 
proceed from ourselves as the effect from the 
cause. 

Tliough some of the evils just enumerated may 
appear at a first view to be trifling, it is neverthe- 
less a sum of such trifling evils which frequently 
interrupts the quiet of human life, and renders it 
more perplexed, and perhaps wretched, than the 
visitation of any one single heavy calamity. We 
shall often find the pious Christian contented and 
even cheerful, under the severest bodily inflictions; 
whilst the mere worldly man, who has scarcely any 
thing to trouble him but the rebuking of his ovm 
thoughts, the little discords of domestic, or the 
unimportant vicissitudes of social life, will be ab- 
solutely miserable. Whatever may be our lot in 
this world, we see that Providence is impartial in 
its visitations, since the righteous are born to suffer 
as well as the wicked. The latter then especially 
can have the less reason to murmur, " knowing 
that the same afflictions are accomplished in their 
brethren that are in the world." 

Again. However severe may be our trials here, 
we shall find they are seldom undergone in vain. 

2a 
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They aften prove to ub the source of great moral 
benefit ; for^ being made the pvniahment of flin^ 
QMral benefit follows as a natural oonaequence; 
not necessarily, it is true, but this is neFertheless 
always a probable, and, certainly,^ a frequent result 
And^ indeed, constituted as things now are>it is to 
be questioned if there be nunre tiian a very snudl 
jMNttion of good among men, wfaidb does not owe 
its origin to this very cause. Who, lor instance^ 
would deny himself the enjoyment of one single 
pleasure which his desires might solicit, if he ran 
sio ridk of suflfering either immediately or remotely 
from the indulgence ? A rery small portion^ I sus* 
pcict, of mankind. We know how closely pain 
Mlows upon the heels of fruition, that prosperitjr 
and adversity may '' come alike to all,'' for '' God 
bath set the one oyer against the other f and this 
is the main repelling motive that induces as to put 
a salutary check upon our inclinations. If it were 
not for the dread of suffering certain penalties ap- 
pointed by the laws, for certain infractions of those 
laws, how few, by comparison, would submit to die 
mitraints which they impose! 

Let us not shrink from looking boldly into the 
frailty of our nature, since it is only by discovering 
where our defects lie, that we can be able to re- 
move them. If we search strictly into our own 
hearts, we shall find that the pain of suffering for 
wrong done, more than ^countervails the satisfac- 
ti<m of dotRg it ; and that it is this which generally 
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keeps us within certain Tules of conduet that ^ 
cannot infringe without personal disadvantage. Ik 
it not the misery of the present which so agreeaUf 
brightens the prospect of the future ? If we su^ 
fered nothing here^ should we be so likely to look 
forward to happiness hereafter ? Is it not suffearing 
AsA frequently forces us from the mad' pursuit of 
forbidden pleasures^ sobering down the excite^ 
mind into the calm contemplation of their, vanity 
and danger ? ^ Behold, happy is the man i^hom 
God correcteth ; therefore despise not ye th^ 
chastening of the Almighty^ ioft he maketh sore 
and bindeth up ; he woundeth, and his handfr make 
whole.'' The very evUs we are subject to in thi$ 
worlds add solidity to our hopes of the blessing^ 
to be participated in a world to come. Do not 
the various inflictions to which we are h^e ex^ 
posed, conrtantly add a spur to our virtues ? What 
pity should we feel for the pains of our Idlowv* 
creatures, if we had not ourselves experienced 
simflar evils ? If we were not conscious that we 
might endure the same trials, what would become 
of our compassion ? We could know no e^rmpatfay, 
and this is the cherisher of some of the most tender 
and lovely feelings of the human heart. We judge 
of all temporal suffering by relation to ourselyes. 
Our pity is excited when we see others in distress, 
because we know by experience what it is to suflSar^ 
Did we stand removed from all the infirmities of 
mwtality, we could but oemotely foel for our 

2a2 
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affiieted brethren. We should then indeed *'go 
our way, eat our bread with joy, and drink our wine 
with a merry heart f still, however, those hearts 
would be dead to all the generous feelings of our 
fitUen, but nevertheless tender and sytnpathetic 
nature. In a condition like this to which sin has 
reduced us, where our senses are continually war- 
ring against our true comforts and our best inter- 
ests, and where our hearts are incessantly betraying 
us into danger, we should pass on from error to 
error, and step forward from crime to crime, with- 
out either check or limitation, did not misery some- 
t^es start up to arrest our progress and recall our 
thoughts to the perils of our course. 

Again. If we were to look nicely into the ope- 
ration of effects from hidden or remote causes, we 
should perhaps be surprised to find how generally 
physical evil is the spring of moral good. It was 
by suffering that Christ "obtained eternial re- 
demption for us ;** it is by suffering that we are 
** purified and made white and tried.^ But let us 
further illustrate this position. The loss of for- 
tune, which, in a worldly sense, is certainly a pre- 
sumptive evil, would be unquestionably a moral 
good, where retaining it would endanger the sal- 
vation of a soul ; and this is surely far within the 
range of possibility. A sickness **nigh unto death," 
will oftentimes recall the mind of the sinner to 
the error of his ways ; and he will as often rise 
from the bed of pain renewed in heart, and *^ pur- 
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posed to turn away from his wickedness and live*" 
We need not multiply instances. , . 

Whatever, then, our passions or prejudices may 
lead us to think of the prevalence of evil in this 
world, it is by no means generally to be deplored^ 
It is, adapted to our condition, absolutely necessary 
to our state* Constituted as man is, so prone to 
sdfrlove, so habituated to error, so little inclined 
by natural. disposition to /'do the will of his Fathei: 
which is in heaven/' the trials he so frequently 
undergoes are, indeed, if not his only, at least his 
most powerful, excitements tq good. Did we suiFer 
nothing, in this life, as a consequence of our nu^ 
merous and crying delinquencies, it is to be feared 
that, possessed with those frailties which now de- 
form us, we should neither ** labour for that meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life," nor conform 
ourselves to our proper characters of ''strangers 
and pilgrims upon earth/ but pass heedlessly for- 
ward to those barriers, where time ceases his tdo- 
ininion^ without the passport of a virtue to bear 
with us to our account. If the fears of punishment 
did not sometimes awaken us from the dreams of 
sin, and if, in spite of our failings here, we were 
e;K:posed to no sufferings, let us ask our own hearts, 
should we be likely to entertain proper thoughts 
of a hereafter ? And if the prospect of futurity 
excited no apprehensions, who would put them*- 
selves under the restraints necessary to prepare 
them for it? Man, thus circumstanced, would 
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became a Bdf4cldlater : as a ainAil ereatwre^ rair 

interrupted felicity in this world woiild rather co^ 
firm 1m noes tiian strengthen or increase* ihis m- 
fues. What we look upon as the evils <tf life, ifaen^ 
are the most salutary correctors of our ehws;^ : :• 
After all, however, gloomy as may appear to 
many the prospects of this brief and um^rtaiii 
eaastenee, it ife most happily div^sified with^ veiy 
agreeable' admixture of good and evil. ^ If the 
dockls be full of rain, they empty themselves upoii 
the earth,^ and though this may incommode and 
drench the traveller, yet it nomrishes t^ 'drops of 
the huKbandman. But, in spite of dns equaMe ^dis- 
tribution of good and evil, how comesi it to pas6 
Hiat we seem to endmre so much of the^Mnie, and to 
en}oy so Httie of the otlier ? The reason is suft- 
dently clear. Hie former, be it Tecdved ii| ever 
so large a measure, is seld(»n duly i^reciated or 
gratefully recognized. We seize upon it, for ^ 
most part, without pause, without question, witluyttt 
reflection. We are hurried forward by enjoyment, 
and the mind then seldom fixes on anything be- 
yond the passing scene. We ^* go forth jo}rful and 
with a glad heart,** making no scrutiny of the 
moments that hasten by us, because our attrition 
is engrossed by more captivating objects. The 
flight of time is rapid and unnoticed whilst plea- 
sure is before us, and seems to pass by us the more 
swiftly because it passes unobserved. On the 
contrary, when evil visits us, under whatever gtasei 
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time appears to urge his progfe$a tardily. alo^g^ftH 
if encumbered witK.the; pressure of what>w6<^u£feii. 
His course seems tedious^ because we aetupulousjjr 
mark it; and what we wish to accelerate ja thereby 
apparently retarded. We count the moment^ 
minutes^ hours, — saying, ^^ in the moxnkig would 
God it were even^ and. at even woidd God;it w«ir^ 
morning/' in hopes that the one or th^ oth^^ia^ay 
be aecompaoied by an auspicious <^bf(Qge. Bvery 
past moment is registered in our meinori^, wJpoeh^ 
like a broken mirror, appears as it were to mult^ly 
those to come. The evil is qonstantiiy before ud; 
and our ccmsciousness of its presence 13 keptia^ip 
by the sufierings which it mduces. We hate:.]«, 
therefore^ and our dislike naturally magnifies ite 
deformity. On the one hand, whatever good 
we possess, we are i^t to reckon below its 
value; on the other, whatever evils we meet with^ 
we are disposed to exaggerate and raise above 
their real importance* We esteem, in fact, the 
one to be less, the other to be greater, than 
they really are. So that, if our lives were equally 
divided betwixt pain and pleafiure, we should stiU 
appear to omrselves to suffer much more than to 
enj(^. It is, however, this very admixture of good 
and evil, which so distinctly characterises the 
human condition, that balances its difficulties, aBNl 
puts us in the best position for salvation, by keep- 
ing ccmstantly before our view, that, as here, w 
hereafter, rewards and punishments will be di»- 
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tribiited, aeeordiiig to tiie issue of the final judg- 
ment^.and tlnui urging us to '' walkirortfay of God, 
who hath called us unto his kingdom and giory.^ 
They oflfer to each other a mutual ooonterpoise. 
The evil prevents the good from elatiiig ns tbo 
highly ; the latter prevents the former from de- 
pressing us too lowly. These mixtures are there- 
fore salutary • . 

It will well beoome us, howev^, undi^ thelHost 
trying eireumstances of ou# temporal state, to 
'^ humble ourselves under the mighty hmd of God, 
that he may exalt us in due time." Let me add 
fitrthear/that when we consider the natural ten- 
deney in man to run counter to the commands of 
hts God, is it to be expected that he should furnish 
us with all good things^ and^ never visit ; us vdth 
evil } . Whei^e .is the conscience that can dare to 
entertain a presumption of man's merit ever being 
sufficient to entitle him to look for unintemipted 
good ? On the contrary, will it not suggest that 
he has done ever3rthing to deserve chastisement? 
'^ Shall he then receive good at the hand of God, 
and shall he not receive evilT No one surely can 
imagine that sin is to be committed in this world, 
and the sinner suffer nothing. Is not this against 
every law of moral and social justice ? Among 
men ddinquents are punished — should God be less 
just than man? ^^ Though a sinner do evil an 
hundred times, and his days be prolonged, yet 
surely it shall be well with them that fear God; 
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hutitsbdl not be well with the * widkedy neither 
shall he prolong his days^ which are as a^ shadow^ 
because he feareth not God.** ;i: . . 

> It is true that there does not appear to he 
always that equable distribution of good- and eiril 
among men^ which their respectiye qualities might 
seem to claim: the wicked often appearing con^ 
tented in the midst of their guilty and rthe devout 
visited with very severe external * afflictions, i But 
who shall partidpate the secret counsels of die 
Most High? ''As the heavens are bigher than 
the earthy so are his ways higher than «)ur ways^ 
and his thoughts than our thoughts." /And ^^whb 
shall presume to pronounce, that the internal 
sufferings of the sinner, who has no show of evil 
to disquiet him, are not much more tormenting 
than the external pains of the '' man after God's own 
heart," though the latter seem to be bowed down 
by his afflictions? The secret ways of God are 
past our finding out. He cannot be unjust; and 
litey but sin who make a comparison between the 
evils which are opposed to them and others whom 
they may choose to judge less deserving; thus 
taxing the Almighty in their thoughts with inequa- 
lity of mercy. God only knows who most suffers 
here below. Appearances are not always to be 
relied on. The heart of man is, to man, ill^ible ; 
and this may bleed at every pore, when the sun- 
shine of content seems to sparkle from the eye, 
and the ''voice of melody" is warbled from the 
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tongue. However, unequal as may aometwoes 
appear the divine dispensationsy they are generally 
sufficiently intelligible. If the sinner be utterly 
insensible to the suggestions of the Holy Spijdt ; 
if jw> act of grace can redaioQi him; if he be ^^dead 
in trespasses and sins^" God may cease to afflict 
him. But shall we think that there is no evil ber 
hind } He may be abandoned to the '^ god of 
this world, who hath blinded the minds of them 
which bdieve not, lest the li^t of the glorious 
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should 
shine unto them." Who would not rather undergo 
the greatest evils in this life, than be exonerated 
bom. them upon such terrible terms 2 Let us then 
no longer imagine, that our merciful Creator dis- 
tributes his blessings or his punishments partially. 
We have been ^' bought with a price," and it is 
little likely that he who died to save us from the 
penalties of sin and the chains of eternal death, 
will deal otherwise with us than we most justly 
deserve. Did our punishments come up to our 
deserts^ who could endure them ? " If thou, O 
Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what we have done 
amiss, who may abide it?" If our punishments, 
then, are so light by comparison with our faults, 
shall we presume to think that we suffer too much, 
only because others seem to suffer less? It is 
undoubtedly true, that, amid the mysterious dis- 
pensations of Providence, we frequently observe 
that '^ there is a just man perisheth in his xighte- 
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ousness^ and there is a wicked man who prolongeth 
his life in his wickedness f but are we^ thereforei to 
set ourselves up as umpires between the Creator 
and his creatures? Have we any claims upon 
God's mercies^ imd has he not received suffideiit 
provocation to exclude us altogether from his 
pardon ? 

Let us not then magnify the evils which we are 
called upon to endure, and think our yoke too 
heavy. We may remember, that those evils which 
the righteous Job suffered, terminated in riches 
and honours and length of days : we know not 
to what ours may lead. We are not, however, to 
calculate, under any circumstances, upon un* 
mingled happiness in this life; it is altogether 
inconsistent with our condition. Adam cut off the 
entail from his posterity, when he let Sin loose 
into the world, to scatter her havoc among them* 
She has encumbered man's natural inheritance 
with many grievous and heavy burthens : she has 
fixed his doom upon earth, that '' Man is bom to 
suffer.'* 

Dark and stormy as may be the evils of this 
life, and scattering, as they sometimes do, death 
and desolation in our path, yet have we the con<» 
solatory reflection, that there must be an end to 
the worst troubles that can befall us here ; that 
eternity shall succeed to time, and bear us to the 
presence of Him " whose countenance shineth like 
the sun in his strength ; where the Lamb, which 



364 



PHYSICAL GOOD AND EVIL. 



is in the midst of the throne^ shall feed all such" as 
have called ** upon him faithfully** whilst on earth, 
and shall 'Mead them unto living fountains of 
waters, where God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes,** and receive them into his bosom for 
ever. 
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SERMON XXIV. 



I \ 



ON THE INFLUENCE OF CHRIST'S 
RESURRECTION. 



Philippians, hi. 10. 
" That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection." 



It is the object of religion to render us finally 
happy. " To this end were we born, and for this 
cause came we into the world." God has, there- 
fore, established religion among us as a means of 
securing happiness. Wherever it prevails in the 
heart, ^^ there is righteousness and peace." Where 
it does not exist, there is neither. The ungodly 
shall seek rest and find none. "There is no judg- 
ment in their goings; they make them crooked 
paths ; whoever goeth therein shall not know 
peace.** It is religion only that makes us acquainted 
with God; because it is the medium which he 
has appointed to prepare us for his mercies, and 
to fit us for his . service. Without religion, the 
most distinguished country would be '^a land of 
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darkness, and of the shadow of death, without any 
order, and where the light would be as darkness.'' 
It is our acquaintance with God, through that 
revelation, which he has condescended to make to 
us, that confirms our confidence in the glorious 
promises of his gospel. It is a reliance upon those 
promises which constitutes the only legitimate 
happiness of a Christian here, since it is the only 
security he can have of happiness hereafter ; and 
without a clear prospect, or, at the least, a hope of 
that, his condition in this world must be miseraUe. 
A man who discards religion, confines himself ex- 
clusively to the enjoyments of time. He cuts him- 
self off from all hope in eternity. He is like ^' a 
city that is broken down and without waUs," open 
to every assault, and must finally succumb to the 
destroyer. 

This world furnishes at best but very question- 
able enjoyments. If it does afford us some plea- 
sures, they, nevertheless, ''pass away as a sha- 
dow that departeth;" our interest, therefore, 
manifestly requires us to seek those which are 
more enduring. It is clear, that we must direct 
our views beyond this evanescent state for any- 
thing like a durable enjoyment, since we evidently 
cannot find it here. But where shall we discover 
inducements to prepare for a more transcendant 
scene of things, in which alone ''true joys are to 
be found," after we have in vain sought for them 
in this life of trial and vicissitude ? In the gospel 
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of him who ^'hath redeemed us from aQ iniquity.*' 
It is there we trace the only true motives exhi- 
Uted^ that can instigate us to advance towards the 
perfection which we are commanded by God to 
imitate, and in which we shall ascend among ^* the 
just made perfect.'' 

There is no system of morality^ h<Mvever inflexi^ 
ble> that can carry our views^ with anj^hing like 
a confiding expectation, beyond thid mutable coti^ 
dition. The most rigid philosophy and the purest 
systems of ethics, apart from religion, must be 
circumscribed in their influence to time alone; that 
influence cannot extend into eternity. The noblest 
conceptions of mere human reason, which has not 
been irradiated by the light of revelation, are but 
as the brilliant hues of the morning that fade before 
the rising sun, and ''the place thereof knoweth 
them no more." They are but as the i^ough-hewn 
material in the quarry, that reUgion shapes and 
polishes^ for the glorious temple, which she is as- 
siduously employed in raising in the moral world, 
which shall survive the wreck of time, and extend 
through all futurity. 

The wisest and best among the heathens, have 
ever been involved in the perplexities of conjecture 
and doubt with respect to their future state. The 
highest mental acquisitions have never been able 
to penetrate beyond the grave. *'The Lord 
knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are 
vain." All wisdom that is not grounded on religion. 
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tends to divert us from the path of life ; and surely, 
the noblest and the best is, '' that wisdom which is 
from above," because it is attended with the most 
enduring advantages to its possessor. It is only 
in the pages of God's law, that we discover those 
revelations which open before us a prospect of 
glory, that never could have been unfolded to mere 
human research. Ought they not, then, to be the 
objects of our daily study ? We had known no- 
thing, even of the God that made us, if he had 
not himself condescended to instruct us in the per- 
fection of his attributes, and the infinity of.lus 
nature. All his holy Scriptures *'were written for 
our learning,'" and they alone are able to make us 
** wise unto salvation." 

Religion, it is true, is not unfrequently considered 
as a system of spiritual discipline, imposed upon 
us for the better security of society against those 
moral disorders and civil convulsions, in which* '^the 
unruly wills " of men but' too generally predispose 
them to involve it. This, however, is the doctrine 
of such only as prefer the gratification of their 
bodies to the security of their souls, and who tax 
their Maker with wrong, because his interdictions 
thwart them in those enjoyments, which He, in his 
unerring wisdom, has seen it fitting to forbid. The 
"man after God's own heart" does not feel his 
duties to be irksome. Holiness is his delight, be- 
cause he knoweth» that "the thoughts of the wicked 
are an abomination unto the Lord," but, that he 
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^'loveth pureness of heart." Such a man glories in 
his Christian profession^ exhibiting *' his faith in his 
works." He not only desires to know Christ in 
his deaths but also ^^in the power of his resurrec* 
tion." 

Let us now consider these words. It had been 
declared by the Saviour himself, *' till heaven and 
earth pass, not one jot or one tittle shall pass from 
the law, till all be fulfilled." The resurrection of 
Christ was the fulfilment of that merciful scheme 
of Providence, which was devised for the salva- 
tion of sinners. It was the completion of what 
had been typified in the law, and foretold by the 
Prophets ; and is, therefore, the consummation of 
that glorious work, which the Redeemer of man- 
kind came down from Heaven expressly to accom- 
plish. Nothing short of this could have completed 
the salvation of mankind. . It would have been to 
no purpose to tell us of Christ dying for us, if we 
had not been assured of our rising to the life im- 
mortal, which could only have been confirmed to 
us by his resurrection from the grave — "for if we 
be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also 
live with him." " He is the faithful witness, and 
the first begotten from the dead," and thus hb re- 
surrection confirms ours. 

There is a vast but perfect scheme of Providence 
to be traced in everything that the Saviour ac- 
complished ; and it is to all the parts of one stupen- 
dous whole, that we are to look for the completioa 

2b 



370 THB. Uf FLUBNCB OF 

of that august plan which has justified a race of 
CQudenmed sinners, opened the well-springs of sal- 
yation^and pointed out ''in the desert the high- 
way to our God." The death of Christ is> indeed, 
ka absorbing subject of reflection, since it is. our 
ransom from the dominion of Satan. Neverthekss, 
had he not risen from the grave, and thus <;om- 
pleted his ''labour of love," we had been still in 
darkness as to our friturity ; but now we '^.know 
assuredly," that he has not only paid our ransom 
upon earth, but that he also rose again from, the 
dead to be our prevailing intercessor, with the 
Father in Heaven. He has absolved a cojndemned 
worU, for "he has borne its imqnitiles.'' 

The advantages of his resurrection have been 
many and signal. His death, indeed, was.our.rer 
demption from the penalties of inherited gsoilt. 
" He became sin for us who knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God iu Him.** 
There was, however, something more required to 
perfect the divine work of mercy. That of itself 
could avail us nothing, "for, if Christ be not raised, 
your faith is vam, ye are yet in your sins : ibsy 
also which are fidlen asleep in Christ are perilled.'' 
Although, then, the Redeemer had. "died for our 
sins," it was also necessary, that he should/' rise 
again for our justification*" It was, moreover, 
necessary, that .we should have "an advocate ¥rith 
the Father^" and none other could sueoessfriUy adr 
vocate our cause with Him, but his devoted Son, 
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who had become *^the propitiation for our sins** 
Though released by the Saviour's death from the 
taint and penalties of original gxalt, we are not 
from those of personal transgression. We required^ 
therefore^ a '^mediator between God and man;^ 
and who was there to be chosen^ but ''the man 
Jesus Christy who, through the eternal spirit, 
offered himself without spot to God,* *' to make 
reconciUation for the sins of the people" ? Had he 
not risen, we should have been without this neces^ 
sary pleader in the cause of a still ''wicked and per* 
verse generation.* The divine work would have 
been incomplete had not the Saviour, besides 
making satisfaction for original transgression, 
established a mode of intercession, in favour of our 
continually-recurring guilt. We are perpetually 
violating the divine laws ; but where we earnestly 
repent, . " we have peace with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ :* "who is even at the right 
hand of God," where he also maketh "intercession 
for us.* 

It is true, indeed, that the rising of the Lord 
Jesus from the grave, was a consequence of his 
death. To his death, therefore, we are to ascribe 
primarily all the benefits which we shall ultimately 
derive from the resurrection. It was that great 
sacrifice which "taketh away the sins of the world.* 
Nevertheless, as I have before said, Christ's resur- 
rection was the consummation of that sacrifice, 
whereby we, who were "dead in sin»* have been 

2b2 



372 THE INFLUENCE OF 

made *' alive unto God.** Nor are the benefits ac- 
cruing from it to sinfiil man confined to the earnest 
which it affords him of his own resuscitation from 
the slumber of death. Had not Christ risen, the 
Holy Spirit would not have been communicated 
to man ; for he said to his disciples before his 
death, *' It is expedient for you that I go away, for 
if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto 
you ; but if I depart, I will send him unto you." 
The Comforter is evidently here promised, as a 
consequence of the Saviour's rising ; and it is ex- 
pressly declared, that, but for this, he would not be 
sent. We are, then, indebted to this event for the 
agency of the Holy Spirit ; and let us remember, 
that he operates within us in whatever good we do, 
and instigates us in whatever evil we avoid. How- 
ever unconscious we may be of his influence, that 
influence is, nevertheless, universally exerted, for 
we only "work together with him,** in every act of 
righteousness which we perform, and actually resist 
him in every offence which we commit. He is 
truly '* our Comforter and Guide.** To him, 
therefore, we are indebted for every acceptable 
work that we accomplish, for though ^^ a man's 
heart deviseth his way," yet " the Lord directeth 
his steps." 

That the Holy Spirit has been communicated 
to man ever since the fall of Adam rendered his 
assistance necessary, is perfectly clear, as there 
have been many illustrious examples of righteous- 
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ness among men in every generation of the world. 
Nevertheless, this communication has heen made 
by virtue of Christ's resurrection, which was decreed 
to take place before the foundations of the earth 
were laid. Its effects, therefore, have not only 
been subsequent, but antecedent. They were^ of 
course, designed to include all mankind, and, con- 
sequently, they have extended, and will extend 
through the whole circuit of time. Although, then, 
the Holy Spirit acted before Christ rose, this 
agency was, notwithstanding, exclusively depen- 
dent upon that prospective event. The fact of 
the former was an evidence as to the certainty of 
the latter. It was, indeed, the '* evidence of things 
not seen," but it was the pledge of the completion 
of prophecy, which foretold the satisfaction of di- 
vine justice and the triumph of divine grace. It 
was, however, after the resurrection, that the visi^ 
hie glory of the Holy Ghost was manifested. It 
was on the day of Pentecost, that the full measure 
of his gifts was poured out, when the unlettered 
fishermen of Galilee spake "with other tongues 
the wonderful works of God." On that memorable 
day, the whole christian dispensation was confirmed. 
The faithful servants of Christ were miraculously 
endowed. *^ To one was given, by the Spirit, the 
word of wisdom ; to another, the gift of healing ; 
to another, the working of miracles ; to another, 
prophecy ; to another, discerning of spirits ; to an- 
other, divers kinds of tongues; to another, the 
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interpretation of tongues.** To them were now 
laid open those things which had hitherto been 
^hidden from their eyes.** 

It is certain^ as I have abready observed^ that 
the Holy Spirit has dispensed God's assisting and 
preventing grace ever since the fall left mankind 
in a state to require it. Still his influence was 
not absolutely known and appreciated until he was 
sent as a Comforter by the Saviour after the latter 
had paid the ransom for sin^ and regained the 
throne of his glory by his resurrection from the 
dead. By ascending into heaven he has obtained 
for us the assistance of this divine agent as a 
Comforter^ so that our efficiency in the work of sal- 
vation is the result of Christ's resurrection. This^ 
while it manifests ** the power of God and the wis- 
dom of God^" exhibits at the same time the depen- 
dence and infirmity of man. 

I have said that the rising of our blessed Saviour 
froifiL the grave is an earnest of ours. There could 
have been no resurrection of the body if the Re- 
deemer had not risen; ''for since by man came 
deaths by man came also the resurrection of the 
dead : for as in Adam all die^ so in Christ shall aU 
be made alive.** Had he not risen, his body must 
have remained in the grave and have suffered cor- 
cuption, against the express autiiority of the royal 
Prophet ; since, if part of the prophecy had faoled^ 
the natural conclusion is, that- none would be ac- 
complished. It would, moreover^ have discr^itec* 
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the divine testimony. Had he not risen, it vrovld 
also have belied his own declaration, that in three 
days he should rise again, and thus have annulled 
at once the whole scheme of atonement. His 
rising, therefore, was an assurance of ours, because 
as he was a man in every respect ''like as we are, 
but without sin," our bodies must ultimately be, like 
his, immortalized, and the only difference between 
us will be, that as the righteous, after they have 
burst the barriers of the grave, shall ''sit down 
with Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven," 
so " the wicked shall be appointed their portion 
with the hjrpocrites,'' and "shall be tormented night 
and day for ever." By his rising, then, the Saviour 
has assured to us also a resurrection, "for if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
also them that sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him." This is also confirmed by his own W(»rds : 
"Father, I will that they also whom thou hast 
given me be with me where I am,** — alluding to 
his ascension into heaven, — "that they may behold 
iny glory which thou hast given me." An expecta- 
tion so transcendant and so sancti(med is, indeed, 
one "of great joy to all people." 
. The assurance of a resurrection of the body is 
one that greatly exalts our hopes of everlasting 
beatitude^ as it is a matter of which we can all 
entertain some conception. It affords us, indeed, 
a relative, but specific idea of the happiness of a 
future state. We know, although imperfectly. 
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what it is to enjoy in the body, but we cannot tell 
what it is to enjoy out of the body. The notion 
of the abstract fruition of the soul is vague and 
indetenninate ; we can, however, readily form a 
conceptkm of enjoyment with the ralarged capa- 
cities of a purified spirit, animating an immortal 
body. However the perfect beatitude of heaven 
may be removed beyond the capacity of our 
•thoughts, still we can form a much more intelli- 
gible i^prehension . of it, as applied to creatures 
such as we now sire, only infinitely glorified in 
nature, than if our souk only, were to be Hiade in- 
habitants of the celestial sanctuary. It is, there- 
fore^ the glorification of the whole man, both body 
and soul, in heaven, diat enables us to dw^ with 
rapture upon the contemplation of its bliss, where 
^^tbe ransotned of the Lord '^ shall dweU ^ with 
everlasting joy upon their heads,*" where '^they 
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sagh- 
ing shall flee away." 

The notion of the soul being ahq^ther remote 
from our conceptions, how it could be cs^aUe, se- 
parate from the body, either of bliss or of suffering, 
is a question which we can by no means bring our 
poinds to determine. On the other hand, die ex- 
altation of the body to immortal glory opens at 
once a lively and intelligible prospect befi>re us. 
The. hope of reunion with those beloved in this 
life> who have gone before us to the world of spirits, 
and those whom we shall leave to follow us, — the 
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certainty too of seeing and recognizing that Sa- 
viour^ who resigned his temporal life into the 
hands of his enemies, in order to secure for us an 
eternal existence — ^all this imparts to the idea of a 
future state something inexpressibly transporting. 
As our bodies shall revive from the grave and as- 
cend into everlasting glory, of v^hich the rising of 
our blessed Redeemer from the dead is an illustri- 
ous evidence, the mutual recognition of those 
whom the social and endearing sympathies of this 
life, whom similar habits and affections have united 
in the bonds of reciprocal attachment, is but a 
natural expectation, and is, perhaps, one of the 
highest consolations which gladden our prospects 
of a felicitous eternity. We learn from the parable 
of the rich man, that he '^saw Abraham afar off,** 
and recognized '^Lazarus in his bosom," which may 
at least afford some sanction to the hope, that 
they who rise to the tife immortal, though their 
bodies should assume a glory that transcends the 
conceptions of men, will nevertheless not lose their 
identity in heaven. The motives, then, which the 
certainty of a future existence in the body furnishes 
for our habits of life, will, from these considerations, 
appear to be strong and urgent. Moreover, as we 
are indebted to the Saviour's resurrection for the 
glorious prospect of an inheritance ^'eternal in the 
heavens," it is but natural that we should consider 
the influence which a knowledge of this ought to 
have upon our conduct. It is calculated to 
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impart energy to our virtue and stalslity to our 
belief. 

Having been ^ buried with Christ in baptisni, 
wherein also we are risen with him, through the 
faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him 
from the dead," by us the power of his resurrec- 
tion ought to be ** spiritually discerned.'" By his 
resumption of the same body after death which his 
soul quitted upon the cross, he has proved to us 
and to all who shall come after us, that it was he 
whom God had appointed to '^ bruise the serpent's 
head," for it was ^^ llirough death that he finally 
overcame him that had the power of death, that is, 
the Devil." The divinity of his doctrine and the 
truth of his mission are, therefore, confirmed by his 
resurrection, since this was the final accomplish- 
ment of that prophecy which pointed him out to 
be the Saviour of the world. We have now, there- 
fore, sufficient grounds for believing all that the 
prophets foretold of Christ, because we find that 
in him all those prophecies which had a reference 
to the Messiah were fulfilled, and the whole of them 
finally completed by his ascension into Heaven in 
the human form; which was the direct conse- 
quence of his rising from the dead. *' Now, if the 
dead rise not, then is not Christ raised," but as he 
is risen, then shall the dead rise also, because the 
rising of one man, for he was man as well as God, 
is an earnest of tlw resurrection of all. We have, 
therefore, every motive we can require for con- 
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fidence in the divine promises arising out of this 
august event : and what can be more desirable 
than that unshaken reliance on those promises^ 
which a knowledge of the power of Christ's resur- 
rection cannot fail to produce ! Faith is an impor- 
tant demand which the Saviour makes upon all his 
disciples^ but he does not make the demand without 
furnishing at the same time abundant grounds 
upon which to establish a uniform and settled 
belief. It is consequently requisite, that we should 
"take heed lest there be in any of us an evil 
heart of unbelief in departing from the living 
God ; that the trial of our faith, being much more 
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it 
be tried with fire, may be found unto praise, and 
honour, and glory, at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ." 

It is, in truth, a most merciful assurance from 
God to man, that he shall be raised from the bonds 
of death. Let us be gratefril for this heavenly 
revelation, so illustriously confirmed to us by the 
resurrection of his devoted son ! Let us consider, 
too, how this august event was testified, by five 
hundred brethren at once, and by all the Apostles ! 
Let us take confidence from this of our own exal- 
tation into glory, if we use our best endeavours to 
perform the conditions of the Christian covenant; 
and where we find a difficulty, let us remember 
that God nowhere denies his Holy Spirit to them 
that ask it, for He has promised that ^^ all things 
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whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye 
shall receive.** And may the God of all mercy 
grant your supplications through Jesus Christ! 
Amen! 



THE END. 
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